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> It had been foreseen that, after tho disembarkment of the Allied -
Armies in Hormindie in Juno 1944 = and their progresa in Germany, enquiries

wou 1d be rocoived by ths Suprows Commmnder, tha onquirexs secldns to

%

disaover the vhaorenbouts of United Wations Displaced Poxpna snd of relativas
in Germiny, I% wns tho desire of th::r Suproze Comunder thot these requesto |
bo snawered promptly insefnr as oo:lnit:ia:ts parmitied, In pridsr to roduwce

to som extont the nuader of these enguirics » postoard wodd a teoxt prin‘;ad-

in English, Pyench and Dutch was distributed in the camps to the Displeeed

‘Persons, who wers permitted %o write ona esoh,

It waa further deoided thot the onquiries would be formnxded by

SUHAZF to the Army Group Commnnders for distribubion to the lower levels of

comaand in the torrifory in which the enguiry was to be investigated, The
e L 2 3 F

roplies would be Teturned to thozs Army Group Headquarlers for despsich to

the enquirer, with this recommendstion tant at a1l tima priority should

bo given to enquiries regerding United Nations Disploged Poraons,

Lorly in 1945 the SHAEF G=5 Displrged Fersons Bronch on the

recoowndation of Colonol Sohottlend (see psges 11 and 12) stortsed a emll

. Yraging Bureau, The method romained the sawe, but in the csse of persons

belioved to Le in Assembly Centres the enquiries ﬁe_w to bo sent to ths
Offiger-in=Comnd or to the TIIMRA team diroctor, ; l

Varying results werc obiainod from this procedure, Somtimes the
lowor formotiona mode every ni‘fort{s ¥o gamply with ths requesta, in others
mny m.cmth.a later enquiries werv still pending. 3 i

On April 27th 1945 Brig--:lier. H, Prico~7il1ian3 Exaoutive G=5 ab

SHAEP geve thoe folloming suzpeations which might fecilitste dealing with
the requasts: .

a) Locrl idlitery Coverncnt Debnchment Commnicrs should use :
non=nilitrry poraonnal 4if availsble (such ns Red Cross, UiRRA,
0%s,) to seoure the information onlled for by the onguiry.

If requests would become numorous, it mignt be wieful, if
feasible, to delegnte to one porson the rosponsibility for
dealing with all enquiries,

b) Tho GCermen local suthoritics should be instrusted to make
the necessary records n-.r;::&ls-blo to supply information required

2S5 . 08 Q2

by the enquiry,
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©) Replics should ss far a8 possible coniain answers to all

' spocifio quustions in the enquiry, Adiitioanl signifiscnt
informntion which might dovelop in the course of ths enquiry,
sometimea in the fomm of observations or impressions and

which might be important to the enguirer should 2lsobe incluled,

d) If wnable to find the person, information secured fram looal
recorda or porsons would be useful in trocing,

@) The wishes of the persm sought regarding withholding of any
information should be embodied in the reply to .SiL'é:'gyfi-gs so tha
they =izht be resgeoted, '

SHAEF would soreen all such requests, so .that those forwarded to
the Army Group would berkept dowm to a minimum,
A fortnight 1ster Brigsdier General iiclkolsen U34A Chief of the
Ddaplaged F.’Ersons Bronch SH/E? G=5, on th& bssis of disgussions held between
h ( \ representatives of the DPs Branch and rcpmaenén{:.ivea of UMiRA,having obtained ]
that WRRA would eseign personnel o the UMRRA Chief Linison 0fficor, Mr.J. 4 ' ]
: I;ﬁ::ﬂ.son, attachad to his nn-aaqmrtora » Suggested that the personnel of the :
Trooing Bureau should cansist of a) the Teesd of the unit to be oreated, b)
the WRRA teprescntative already handling commmications, ¢) a éoomaary, :
d) two typists . i,0, 2ll together five persons, He 2dded that the clerical
personnel wowld be particularly importent if ST/EF had to eep up-to-dste
information obtained fram the field, nominal rolls end other data which might

* be required, In the last week of lay 1945 UNRRA set up its Trooing Bureau ab

SHAZF, If the doncminotions of the designated employeces were not the same,

e

the tesk to ba dong and which hos beon dosoribed in dotoil in the order gi'mn

by UNRRA = see poge 1l = romained in the plenned frame, ; ‘

&

To fecilitnte dealing with the enquiries, two forms wero drawn upt

a) the Records of Disposition of enquiries on DPs which v8s pros
vided 23 a convenience to Arxy Group Headquarters in keepiny a:
record of enquiries recelived, sent out to Armies snd vooeipt
of roports, It miht Le found simil=rly useful to Anny Hinde!
quarters in routing: enguirics, -
A supply of this form was sent to the "rmy Groyp Headquerters
for ths sttention of the Uilitary Covernments, .

b) the Letterform enquiry concerning DPs in Cersany to bo used
instoad of iniividunl letters for forwsrding enquigios to Atmsy
Group Headgquarters,

Thoe leticrform was in two parts;"“nquiries™ which was to b;[{:m‘l
in by the Trroing Buresu to provide ihe doiails concerning +
rerson soucht snd the inforuation required, znd "lcport" ¢
was for the wso of the porson meking the engquiry in reporfim
his findincs, It wns forvarded by SH'EF Traoing Bureau ¢o rL‘L
Arcy Group Ilendquarters in triplicate, The two firat line e
the "Report” were filled in by tho Amy Group HY fnd the wneiy
then forwarded through chsnnsls, kepping one copy in t}-tébm-l

@







«Jle &EJ

| . ] Croun files, the two others being sent fomrd, Tho officinl
. moking the report h2d to send one copy back $o the Anwy Group
Iy sad retain one copy for the field, The copy zetirnodito
tae Army Group iy wrs to be sent on %o SH/ZF Tracing Burcsu
At tho end &f Jyne 1945 the average daily intaks of enquiries in
tha Tracing Unit which was previously 50 per day, Jumped to 175 per day snd
thare were indlcstions that this lzst figure might expsnd greatly, By continuous
overtizoe work the Unlt had out down the bscklog of enjuiries frem 350 23 of
Juns 1st, %o 150, But since resdiing Prankfurt = June 28th = its -backlog had
gone up to samerhore between 1200 and 1500 enquiries which it had not been
sble to doal with, :

In sddition to the enquiry scrvice in the Unit, the pevsonnel wrw
el ) now comdtted to processing Nominal Rolls fram Concentration Camps, No specisl
staff had been provided either fram military or UNiR4 sources, for alphnbetising
and atenoiling those Rolls, It was slow work becaﬁsa of tho coniition in which
the copy was received and because of the dii‘ficm.‘ay in typing scourately foreign

names, _ T s .-

Just belore leaving Versailles arrangemsnts had been comploted
with tho British Red Cross to process 35,000 or 45,000 nl;'mu of rolls which
it hod boen impossible to do snything about, the French P,D.R,(Prisonniers,
Deportes, Refugies) todi the accumulation of French Rolls &o process, and
¢ U} both of these organisrtions had sgresd to furnish the Tracing tnlt with 30
b copios for its disiribution, -

Then the Tracing Unit errived in Framkfurt, heeded by idss de 1a Pole,

4% had no nominal rolls becsuse of the foregoing arrongement, but at the end
of June ano and onshelf file cabinst dravers were filled with nominal rolls
goning 4n, liss do.ln r'o;e had to ask for her staff of 5 employees to be .
inoronsed by 16 to 2, . i
Arrangements were then also mads by her with the Chief Russian

Liaison Of ficer to forward enjuiries on inlividusl persons knovm o be locatod

in the Ruwisisn zone through the vroper chonnels to i scow,

L
1
5 It is recalled here, that st this mowont, i.e. the beginadng of

\ July, wita the winling up of the Supreme Healdquarters Allded Exxndi_t_i_.-_qflﬂ_iry_w_

|
Foroes (SH%EF) the Trnoing Unit beonmo a scotion of ths Combined Displsoed

Persons Exeoutive (CDPX) o/o G=5 Division, USF:T, BRI

n'- g
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On July 15th the total of enquiries received nuabered 5,000;

it ws3 Imom that, apart from these, 2,000 varo in the hands of tue Driiish

! _ Red Cross Socicty in Brussels, and more in Lonion snd en unspooifiod number
in Washington official depariments,

Ths sanll UNRRA stoff under ifissde la Pale rose $o nins, but remained

8%111 unnble to o:tch up with the work and it had boen lapossible to anslyse
the total cnses doalt with, either quintitatively or qualitsatively, From a

3 ' cwrsory inspeetion it hed appeared that a very high pwoportion of the
enquiries roferred to persons known to have been in ocncentration o:mpps ete,
after liberation, wsuelly throuch messages sent home by Mlied soldiers who
wore approiched by the Displaced Fersons, or through lists mede by cheplains,

Red Oross workers, etc, nnl sent back to their own organisations,

\ The 21st Army Group in the British Zono, however, had been quite

unble to cope with the enquiries which hed reached them fraom SUASF ,oven to
the extent of passing them on %o lower foruationa, snd L!aljar Eyre Carfer of
the Poreign Office Relief Depnriment (TI?—E?_‘-?A-) attached to Lt.Cal. C.I. :thottlm
at CDFX arranged that dnjor Brimbols, Belglisn Linison Chief should tsko over '
all enquiries outstanding or to be received at 21st Army Croup end should I
use the 71 British Red Cross teams and any UNRRA teams to deal with the enjuis= I
rios loonlly, using iidlitary Governument help where ncoessary, iajor Bricbois
(L should also colleot DP 2 recard cards for sll Displaced Perscas being in
e, - the British Zone, even thfough helf of them or more would be repatr.atod very
; oarly, ond hold thc:a until the Central Records Offior could doal w’ch thom,
lesnviile they could be used a) to locate soms of the porsons enquired for,
b) to provide the r::J with inforuation ebout potential lebour skills end,
©) to help in reeuniting two moubors of & sams family who had boen separsted
but both in tho Dritish Zono, :
o As snid eerlior Col, J.°. Bowring wos oppointed Chief of the British

L Zane Senxch Burezu so orgeniscd,

The machinery hituerto used by Ifiss de lao Pole had been tho Lest

possible unler the ciroumstonces, Fram tho naturo of the onse, however, it had

proluced fewer resulis than could heve been hoped for since, as tho 21st
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Army Group hed shomn, SHATF G=5 hed nob in proctice been able to insist

an acvion by lower formations, : j 5

And now that the {hree zonsa, afior the winiing up of SH/ZR,
bad bocams lerpely autonomsel, this was even mare truo, Furthermore, the
wazk on tho growsf had devolved on persammel who had other, sad to thoa,
more importent, duties,

itwes tha opdnion of Hajor Zyre Carder that the systom in prectice
should continwy watil a better meching would be roady to take its place,
liss de 1a Pole's staff should be further strengthened as 'nocaasa:ry to
koop prod with the inflow, Exporiocnce with the now gel=up in the British
Zona would show whether that would be the lar.‘.: ionz tera procedure in
that area, In the U3 and Fronoh Zones there should be & gradusl ohangs
over froa the existing chamwls along which enguiries wers routed, to a
more pormonent wschinery to bo sed wup,

A Roport written b;,rluﬁ,jar Zyre Corfor on 12th J'UJJ 1945 based
on tha ssauupbion thot WRRA would shartly wadortoke the sk of keeping
8ll neooasary records of Displaced Persons in Gorzany and dealing with
enquiries relating therato, contodinod the féllcmng data a}ﬂ propoaalss

"LiTho Area covered 4s the British, Americon and Prench Zohss of Germany,

Queations allocling Russian Zone munt be deferred, A separate thopzh
possibly similar schems may be syggested later for Awstfia,

( g 2,Ihe Tosk is to provide’ the answers to quostions of three kinds:

&) tho authoritics responsible for the repabristion or ressttlemsnt
of these displeced parson3 who 2re nod immedintely ropatriable
in the ardinary way the "hard core" - will noed cortein partioue
lars sbout esch iniividual for purpeses of his mrintensnoe while
8till In an Assembly Coniro ond of deterwining his ultimate
Sisposnls

b) A largo number of enquiries is oa the woy froa relatives who
hove lost towh with porsans disploged into Comany, and many
fazillies separated inside Gormeny ere seeking to be rewnited,

~ The problem s to looots ecch individusl = Traging,

Tho first attampt to trece an individunl should always be mads

throuch tho Notionsl Tracing Bureaun of hias om cantry, Tha

Cenbxrol Resords Office will only inatitube enquiries sfber tho

case hns boeen clesred through 4hse appropriate Hetional Tracdng
’ Dureau, - | ;

©) Tre ‘Qlied Govorrmonts will be freod with claira by thoir
repatrintes (or.their vddoms, ete,) either for copenantion, eto,
to bo sooured frod Cermon authorities, 4f that polisy is dooided
on, or for benofits eto, evrilrble unier domostio logislation,
The Allied Covermmwnia v4ll, in certein case3, roquire pariiculars,
ovallnrblo only in German reoords, to chicck statoment of claims =
YerifMontion, - ;

- !
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Rz \Tao ore ko ba yocordod, The following categories will be

dealt with by the services shown

Uainten-nca & Diaposal:Trocinsy -

a, Disploced persons remaining in the Assembly Centres aftex
tiwe main flood of ropsbristion has censed = i.e, the
"iiard corc", at present estimated ad 530,000, A consus of
¢hesa vill be teken on Di2 Registration Record oards,with
suppleentary pariiculars nseded for plonning rescttlement
where rcpatriation is impoasible, To these should be added
displaced persons who 2re being employed by or ara othare
vise under the osre of Allied militsry authorities,

b, There is a very largze number of displaced persons who hrve
reminod at their worl: under German employers or are living
by their omm yesources, Until they plece theamselves undier
Allied oare they carmot be ropistered, unless a census is
teken of Bll residents in Germany, combinoed with a revival
of the re=ldssystem by which all individual moves from ons
plagce to snothor were reported to the police, lany of
these, 4f enguired for by the relatives, can be traced
through local Leobour Exchange records.

% Tracine: Verification.

( i @, it i3 o groat imporiance to have a definite recordsof those
diszleced porsons who died in Germany, supported if possible
by lezelly recognised certificates, In the case of industrial
and agricultural workers, these rccorxds exist in the offices

W o ; of local Rogistrers (Stondesbesmbe) Polics and Labour

Exchanges (Arbcitsamt) in ench Stadt-Xrels and Lond=ircis,

As to deaths in concentration comps, the War Crimes Counise

sion is acoumulating records, many of which aro surprisingly

detailed, though cerfainly there wore wnracorded miss exce=
autions, :

 d, Displeced persons whose naces are not found in records of
doath, but ere known %o have been et nome timo in Germany
may become the subjewb of enquiry, either beecawse thoy have
not returned home ond their relatives orxo gsecking thom,
or beosuse (though they heve been repatristed) their
Governments need some knowledge aboub thom which is only
, obtainable from Germon sources, Tho principel records of
f ( ; their employment in and movements ebout Germny exist in
A, - - the Folice and Labour Exchange records,

= R : (1) Tao police records are duplicated in the looal (Stedd
; and Leondkreis)offices and in & contral police offioce in

Berlin,

_ (1) The Labour Exchenge records were at three levels =
' ; ; the Zreis, the Gounrbeitsamt, and a eentral office believed -
to have been evacuased fram Berlin to Rehbruscke bei Pots—
dem Dutchgangsleager, ;

(441) In ediition, many of these workers wore recorded in
gonneotion with health insurance, savings bank, and taxatie .
Those rocords moy be useful to fill gape in tha other
records caused by bombling etc. :

It is impossible to estimate at present the number of
enquiries that will be reccived for tiss ealegory, but it
oonnot ba more than & smnll percontage of the totel numbez
of non=Gorman persans who wero in Germary et one time or
another,
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Biirdntononcoe & Disnodnl: Trocine,

@, & coertoin nuaber of displaced persons are beinz sent
out of Gerunny for temporsry domtioile and noutral or
Al1lied countries, pending ultimnte repotrietion ar
rasettloiont, :

I Trooine: Verification
fo A large nuabes of men, who froa the point of view of
nation ity ete, 2re or hove been "displaoced porsona®
were enrolled in he Cermany arcy lsbour babtalions,
1t is unjerstoad that about 1,000,000 nuaes of those
avo been discovered in centralised Fehrnocht records,

4o ¥7in Rocords 45 be koot as Contral Recorda Office,

8,T-e Brsig Record proposed would be on DP2 registration
cards, Ins {irat forget would bs sometiing over one millien
eards, mndo up as follows:

(1) Half o million Asscably Contre residents, plus
disploced persons discovered outside Assezbly Centres,
Thesa would be mrde out in tho Asseably Centros ani in
duplicsate, one copy 2coomeanying the individual snd the
other being sent to the Céntrsl Records OfTice,

b g ~©(44) Iblf a million recorded deaths,

E'.’Lii) nguiries from relatives and/er Goveraments,

An enjuiry card musé bs mado out in the Conirel Records
a3 soon 68 tho enqulry comes in, whether or not the :
answer is in the ceatrel record), 1t is a cardiinal
principle of ¢he system of tracing wiloh wes egreed by
the Governzents represzented on the Standing Techniesl
‘Sub-Coazzittce for Disploced Forsans, that all onguiries
should bs firs€ cleared {hrough the appropriate Nationnl
Trooing Burcau, Experience nlons will tell what proportica
of enguiries cannot definitely ba onswered by those
Burcaux-without reference to ths Ceniral Recards Jffice,
It is one of the duties of ihe Deputy Chiof Registrsy to
Promote tho efficicnoy of Wational Tpocing Byreaux by
frequant visita and by offering suggestions and help,

; {iv) A porsonsl file for esch individual about whom there |
£ is separate correspondence, i.e, B large proportion of
- _ those 4in (i) on3 (iid), b

be A lrchine Record,on Watson Busincas Machines would be
mode cof oll the Assombly Centre cords, Particulnrs of
oategories for resotbilement could thus be tabulated and
analysed in a vrriety of wnys, at short notice, in order
- o give the authoritics who may be desling with rcsettlee
ment whatover sfatistical infoarmation they msy neod from
tive to tice,

Ce Records of Death The circumstancos of death oan be very
easily ascoerisinad, from tha German records doscribed in
paragremy 3 © nbove, ond are of such importonse that
they should be kopt in the Ceaniral Rocords Office, In
wny, if nol in most ooses it will be dmpossible or at

3 leas§ tindesirable to move the Gorman reocords ba3ily,

i and even if thts were not the cose, thoy nre in swh a
varioty of oarda, books, etc., that they would have to
bo coyicd on sinnlard cords = either the DF2 of one of
the srmo size, Tho simplest motaod would be to tike
micrafila copics and enter of print the ceards froa these,
Failing this, extracta could be typed on DF2 cards,
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"5e Altornative “othods of TUsine Cermen Racordds,

8, Oontx-l Tolien, ¥inistry of Labour and Army (1nbour
osbnlionyiegorus, I those ave found intsot omd x22zoanbly
complete, whioh 2t the moment of writing thais roport sppenys
very improbable, the Central Records Office should have
bossession of them,

Advntinnes /
Tckan together, the three would proviie 2n indox showing
the name 2nd moverents of every psrson who had been ag
any tize during the war displaced inbto Germany, At

loaa$ ninety poreent of trecing and verificniion ene
quiries coguld tien be snswored in tho Central Records
Office with a minimm of clerigel lsbour, Phere would

be no risk of deley or confusion &s must occur in
tronsudtting enquiries to local offices,

b, Region®l Hinistry of j.sbour Reasorda, IT the cenkral record
is not found, the regional records cowld be collecoted in the
Centrel Records Office, (There are no regional police
records sharing individusl names),

Advanteressy as in a,

Disadvontarsss Thore are over 40 regiomal Lobowr
oriicos; mrny of which heve probably boon bombed; a

; considorable number fre, of course, in the Russian Zona,
Evon if coampleto, these records will not give nrmes of
non=worker displaced persons - children, old peoplae,sta,

©, local (Stodikrels snd Lanikreis) Foliee ond Iabour Hwzchanse,
; fccordd, These are distributed in about 1,00) piZess, meay
f waich ere in the Russian Zono, A number will have been
destroyed by bombing, but these gaps mny be portinlly filled
by other records swh as thoss of hosltn indsurance, worke2d
savings banks, taxea paid by workers ote,

Theso local records will have fo be used if, as 1s
Dprobable, the centrol and regionsl records ers non-existent
or inscmplete, There sre three possibilities:

(i) Teonsfer ell such looel records to the Contral Records
Offico, steffed by UXRRA personncl,

Adventaces: As in a quick soclution of almost g1l .
enquiries, The UIHARA supervisory. staff would ba sble to
enaure that the records aro exhcustively snd consoienw
tlouwsly searciwd, :

Disadvengares: Owing to the large nusber snd variety
i in type of these reocords, a very ler;o oloriosl staff
would be required, It vould be necsasary to as-eable
tho records of over 10 million displeced persans in
order {o deal with enquiries which may refer to more

. : than a smnll percentoge of that figwe,

(41) It mizht be possible to econamise UNFRA personnel
either by using CemmAn prisoncr of war clerieal personnsel
(which is unierstood to hive replaced F.erch personnel
in the U.3.Frisoners of War Record Office in Faris),or
by ordering tho Gormon euthorities to sot up nnd staff a
central office to he atfnched to and suporvised by the
Central Records 0f{ice,

(411)A2ternstively, 811 locel rocords not mysicelly
' needed by any Allied authority could be "frozen”, =
the Central Recorda Office gould scnd direct to the
appropriate Geriman official a demand for information sbout :
a pariioulsr individual, To ensure prompt and consclentiocus
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"fulfilment of tho demnnds, end to mrke particulnrly
imporisnt enquirica, tho Central Records 0f£fico ehould
3ve a nuaver of {ravelling inspectors,

Recommondations #nd Oresnisntion,

be

Ce

On balsnca, the method described in the imwediately prece=
ding sub-parsgrozh 5 o (i11) appears the best, This is the
conclusion reached ak a conference presided over by Gonoral
Mickolsen and attendod by represcntatives of Combined DPX

(1s%e 1331.'.‘:3), the U,5, Group Control Council, the French Secte
dion, Coatrol Camaizsion (the British represeatstive wes invited
but did not arrive) the I,0,C,, and myself on behalf of URRA.

]

1% w23 further decidod thnt during the poriod in which
Cozbined DIC is respousible for enquirics #2n3 reoords = i.e,
until UNHRDA Gskes over = 211 enquiries must be prssed to the
three western zone comarnders, who woull deoide whiat nchinsry
to use for treecing the persons saught, Combinod DFE will, howe
ever, recoaxsnd thnt zonc commanders should use the M1liea
militery lizison offiicers for this task, It will olearly be
nscessary for them to be coordinated through WMAA, ond Come
bined DPX sgree, This mesns that TivRA must have representtbe
tivea particularly conocrned with records and treccing not enly
at each zone hesduarters, but elso attached to, or a% lessi

“2ble to travel round,

The conference agreed thai UNRRA should ime=distoly siart %o
hondle the work ond should t~ke over procressively move of
it ms UNNRA personnsl are made svailable, The formal trensfor
of responsibility for records sand trooing will be hanled
over to UiiRA Just 23 soon ng Coubined DPX aro satisfisd that
we c8n discharge it satisfsctorily, without waiting for
October Ist or vhalever date it is that UlRA assumes respone
8ibility for displaced persons' work generally,

Genexsl lidckelsen accepted my point that we could not eccept
this responsibility unless end until we were fully @ssured
that wo should recoive anll the necessary supplies and fscilitied
for which wo shall conftinus to depend on the military aubho=
ritiea, Ve must be esreful not only to write our neceds into
any agreement that is mode with the three zone comaniex,

but also €0 see that those are implemsnited by speoific ordors
to all military departzmonts and formations concerncd; other=
wise ve shall be frustrated, #s wo have been in tho past, by
follure on the part of subordinate militsry bransh to imple-
went thoe geaeral egroamant reached at ths top level,

Althouch every effort will be made to have & uniform system
throuzhout ths threo zones, these are, from tho military

point of viow, largely sutonamous, For this roason it will be
nagessary to maintéin a smnll offico in esch zone which will
handle eny noceossary modifications in the gonernl scheme,~nd
will direct the work of the travelling inspscicrs, The zoas
o’fico will alao hrve to nagotiate ths allocations of excous
tive responsibility to the AMllied militery linison officers
wao, as stated above, will be working with nnl for the Contral
Records Oflice mrohine, oven thoush thoy sre not part o it or
enployed by UIRA, Tor this snd other matters, the zons office
may have $3 be supplemented by subsidiary offioces at lower
military government levela (the Pezicrunms-Besirk of tho Kreis'
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l The Report gnve an estimrte of persoanol requirsd reaching 321,
It ewphasised that this should be regarded es a first instalment, The questionk
to measuro the wvalume of enquiries and other work with vhich it would have
to copo end to docide whether this decentralisedimethod would give effeotive
service, should be resolved only after practical exporisnce had been gainad .
of the woridng of the proposed system,
Lizut,Cols C, I Schottlrnd, Chief of the Prooessing Contre plannsd
he work fo be dons both by tho Central Revords 0ffice snd the Cenkral
Traoing Bureeu, swbsequent to a meetiag held on 11th July 1§1..5 by represaﬁtativm
of CDPX, U3 Group G.C. , URRA and IGCR, 6 followas
a) by ajor lieller and iajor Lyre Carters

Check on 211 records that were availeble in Germany snd develop
. liast for tho Ceatral Records OfTige, :

o
L

by Major Tyze Ontars:

1, Visit sll Notional Trocing Bureawsx, Internationanl Red Cross
and othor organization to determina what records were avalleble
and malce arrangenenta for their use, Arransa procedurs to be
followed betwesn Centrsl Reaords Gffice sni these orgsaizations,

2, Arzonge for UNRRA siaff to be mrde available for Contral Reoords
Bronch, - ; :

©) by Majar Haller: ' - -

|
de Orprniso filing, sorting ond disposition of DF2 esrds with
> » b1 i &
particular reference Yo deaths and noew registrations of stata=
less and non=repairbebles and nominsl rolls,

: : 2, orgmise seosrching for records in field and colleotion of
( : copics whore desirable,

3« prepere directive to field on sealing'moo:ds in plage,

4, TWork oub staff errengemonts, including Allied Lisison
- Officers to this tmak,

"

. d) by itss de 1a Pole:

1, continus development of Card Index based on eaguiries handled
and arrsnge with Central Records Office to oard death records
and other useful recorls,

; 2, prepore direotives snd instrustions to fiold, plan field
- visits to the three zames to aid in tho establishment of eng=
. quiry procedure,

3¢ Work out wit Allied Lisison Officers their we in connection °
with enquiries,

4e mnke srrangewants for space for housing Central Trocing Dyreau,

5. discuzs with Chief Proceaaing Centre Section assignaent of
en officer to thy Central Tryrcing Bureau during ths period
of military responsibility,
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@) by Lieut.Col,Schottlands

Coordinato persomnel requiremsnts end resources and divivien
of responsibilities between CDIX, URRA, US Group CC end j
Control Comalssion British Element,

When Miss de 1a Pols arrived in Hoechst near Pranifurt on
mediedsda il iU e

e —

Jrd Au;mt}_gztislﬁ desoribed as follows tl;m trus situation of the Central
Trecing DBureau,

To work with, sho had 13 full timo siaffl morbars; inadequate
8008 allotment in two looations with no tolephone canncaticm:; inadequate
office equipmeni, The work to be dano, from an inventory made of mi‘:'.ninhad.

business slready in hnd coxzprised interalia 3500 enquiries, 24,000 index

]

cards - to be made, 6500 death reports to be wade, mimeographing naninall rolls
( of imcadlato valuoe oantaining'lﬂ.ﬁw nezes, eto,
| . After hoving shown what ¢he unit wea able to do with ita
present atalf and equipmsnt Miss de 1n Polo concluded:

®We ero in a position ot the presont moment wnquestionsbly to have
our leadorship sogopted by groups within Germany and outside of .
Germony i€ wo pub ourselves in a position to do the job right now, :
Vie cannot expeet people to walt for us very much lonzer 2nd if we do
not give ths central lesdership which ell agree would make tho job
most effective, it will be done in a decentralised, confuSed end
ineffective momer, The Belgisn Tracing Buresu widch hes been a
godng corgern for soms time anl which is on a mrintencnce rather
than an expending orgonisntional basis employs 200 poople, That
Buresu cannot have the complex situntion to deal with which we have,
To roslly fuastion we must have ns rapidly as poasibloes i

( ' 1) Sproe which will scconmadate at least 100 pacple
- : 2) Filing equipment which will sccomsodate 200,000 3 x 5 ocaxda,
3) Dasks, chairs and typewrifers in proporticn i

- &) An offico loyout plaansd and built for ths proposed
N : ataff added as rapidly as they can be assimiluted,

. This meworondum deals only with internal operations sand does not bke
into accownt the following very pressing things that need to be done,

(1) Completion of orjanisation for enquiry service in the British
United Stntes nnl French Zoaes
2) Training of UTARA stoff before deploymont in tho field
3) Development of woridng relationshipe with mational tracing
burcsux enl with Intermntional Red Cross,
- (4)EsTorts for dcvelogent of tracing buresu in the U.S.
(5) Public relations progremms to ensure full ubilization
of all tracing sexvices,’
(6) Statistiosl survey end statistiocs funotion in Central Trscing
Bureau,

On August 20th soven psoplo hod been added to the staff makinga
€otal of 20 porsons, An additional 10 were expcoted to report before the end

of . ths month and napgotiations were unler way to employ a numbor of Polish

s







e

Py { AY9 b

displeced poraons for filing and oclorical work, I wns felt that the TEDA atafl

should be built up to 85 porsoms by Cotobor 1st and that a Corman Typing Fool

of initislly 25 and later 40 porsons should be roquisitionzed to do: goneral ad'._::;

| tysing, oard indexing, stencilling of lists elc,, outside tha Isadquarfors Offices

wder supervision of tho Centrsl Traaing Burenu asefd,
. The daily sverage of onguirises received reschoad ab that tizs 300,

The total number of enquirics received numberad 8,777, Tha Index cownted 11,030

name oards snd 9,251 DT2 cexds and the scoumilatesd names to be indexed wore

30,500, Thare were 7,000 deata recordas,

I¢ is worth peoalling here that a fow wocks later i,e, on 17th Septome
ber the Coordinsting Committee of the Control Comxission adopted dosument CORC/2
(45)5% (se0 page 19). :

& { In 22n3 Septecber 1945 oxders were issusd by Brigadier Genaral U3A
| 8, R, lilokelsen, Chief US Zone, CDEX for the eatablishment of a Zonnl Tracing Bureau
An Ih4 U3 Zones
"o UNTRA Headguerters, US Zono, Tiesbeden,
essseyou 8x6 requested to estsblish a Zonzl Troaing Buroau for
tho US Zono of Gormany, to appoint & Chief Trscing Officer in
ohargs of the Duresu, ond {0 progwre the necesaery stell and
oquipnent for this offles, |
Tho prinoipal dutles would be o8 followss
8) to coordimato the activities of all agoncies, orgendzntions
% : and persons interested in eny form of tracing and sesrching
b , in tho zons (incluling lisison Officers and Seerch Tesws of
tho Allied Nations).

b) To supervise, dovelop snd control the proosdure far field-
tracing in the Zone, - :

@) T0 organize sezrohing in the mons flor rocordas concerning
disploced persons, to control their disposition nnd arrange for
tha2ir reproduation, .

d) To supervize the registration of disploced persons in the sons
end to ensure that the prescribed procedwrs is carried oub,

e) to develop anl supervise the use of Redio °nd Press in the
Zone {or tidolng pUrpoOLes, :

#) to organize special trocing tchoues doveloped by the Centrsl
Teooing Buresi,

g) To superviso trocing end records sinfl ai lowor eonelons,

In carrying out his duties, this Of{icer should kcop in olose towsh

$1 tho Centrsl Treoing Buresu and Records Office, It is suggested
thot Lo should spend severnl days at Hoochst on nsauming his duties
for purposas of orientation,
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" It would be apgrecinted if you would treat this motter
83 one of utmost urjency™

At the end of Oatober 1945, when repsrting on the Consra) Tracing
Bureau, the Central Neadquorters of WN'A stated:

"Tha Centrsl Trocing Bureau snd Central Reoords Office hsve
doveloped rapidly wiler the tromendous and continuously
dncressing pressure for these relnted spocial sorvices,

Aftor en initial poriod of operation under SAMP and then
undexr thy Cosbined Displaced Fersons Lxecutive the Tracing
Bureau coze wader direct UiMRA adninistration on 1st October
1245,

Reoognizing ths importence of a comordinated trocing progral
the Allied Control Autharity hove recontly established, uajer
she suthority of the Disploced Tursons ~nd frisonors of Var
Direclornte, & Central Trocing Policy Bosrd cozpased of repres
senbrtivee of the Militery Comeniers of the four Qcounntion
Zones, UTRRA hes been invited to.operate the Cantral 2racing
Bureru under the géneral Palicy direction of tho Bonrd, The
Buresu is to serve cs » cieering house between Mational Tracing
Burcaux anl the four Zomsl Burenwr, The closs woriding relatione
ship vhich swh a plan makes pas3siblo should be raflccted in a
highor proportion of treoing successes, a doorcess in the time
faken in ield searching and the meximmn we of all available
trocing methols, -

Field scarch 4in the four zones is vital to the swooess of °
the Buresu, but it is of neeessity fize-consuaing, Thus many
:housands of enguiries alrendy piocossed in ths Central Teacing
Bureau are at sny given moment being worked on by tho zones
concerned, . :

In tho British Zono, UNRRA personnel nre workinz undor the
direction of the Senxch Burean, iain ileod usrters, Centrol i
Comzission for Cemmany (B3), In the Freroh Zons, fiold search
at present 1s organized by the military sauthorities without
Participetion by U1 LA persomnel. AL the roquest of USFET,UNRRA
is operating tho Trecing Buresu in the Amerioan Zone, !
The Soviet Zone has cstablished a Zonal Tracing Buresu in BDere=
lin unier the direation of lbjor Gregorian, ;

A mutually helpful relationship is being built up between
the Central Trroing Bureau ond the officislly recognized Traeing
. Burcau in each country,.The nation?l burcan myy be a private
Agency recognized by the government as the oentral organization |
for omrnalizing enquiries within thnt country, in the anse of the |
British 7ed Gross and the V.S, Centrol Laoeation Index,or it may
be a Govemment Dapartment such 23 the Sous-Diraction des Fichier
et Statistiques in the Fronch Ministry for irisonors of Viar,
deporiees end Refugoes,

At the requost of the Central Tracing Bureru, Notional
Tracing Bureaux are publicizing the fagt that vrersons wishing
-£o trrco relatives in Gormrny should correspond with thea snd nof
direct with the Central Tracing Buresy, In a mnjority of cases
tho enswer to tie enquiry will be founi in the records of the
Hatlanal Trocing Bureau, so that only the remrining fraction will
need £o bo forwnrded to the Contral Tracing Bureauy, g :

The Ceatral T,ecing Durcou in turn will fini in its files
tho snswers to & corisin mumber of these engquiries ani will pass
on to the Zon:l Bureaux only that freotion which requires field
search snl which needs to hive every clue followed until &
positive roasult has bLeen obtainsd,

i

Toe main aim of all concernad with the trooing program

‘
-
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"mast be to prevent dupliceotion by using every possible mesns o7

rousing enjuiries throuch Nationnl Tracing Bureaux, Only when their

records nnd loerl se~rch do not proluce a rosult should - the enquiry

be forworied o the Ceatr-l Irocing Bureau for further sction,

At preaenty there is continuous cont2et between the Ceatral Buresy

end about sizieen Natiosn-l Tyacing Byresux, but far too mony

enjzuiries s{ill cona dircotly to the Central Bureau without having

beea clearsl locallysy iniionting that Nation~l Treeinz Burenux

; nwed to zive for Lotter Puwblicity within their omm countries to

: the plen of oper-tiocns outlire cbove, Obviously, results would be
. obtzined more quickly by the Centrsl Tracing Bureau if it had to

handle only those enguiries which reguiro its controlized pracedures

The conception of WIRRA 3 on intornational orgenizotion is
markedly illustrated 4n the Contral Tyfeing Bureau, Up todate,
enquiries have bsen received fram 22 countries for porsons of 61
different nationaliiics =nd very many sisteless porsons, Vil rogard
to the flow of cnjuiries fram Cermeny to the rest of the world,
the Bureau hes slresdy hendled requests from displaced persons in
Gerzany for news of relatives in the Baltic 9ia tes, Conada, Chins,
Russia, South Africa, tho Tnited Kinglom, the United States snd
nuserous Latin ‘mericsn aountriesy
( (’ ; Within the Central Traciny Bureau itsolf, the same diversity
il prevails, Its presont staff inclules nationsls af 13 countries,
wWhno all=told mustoer . a knorledge of 19 lengurges in 23dition to
English, Al1 oorxesponience concerning field tracing in the Fyench
7nl Russisn Zodes is carried on in those languages, and the
| : Inngurge of the res.ective country is used in dealing with countries
other than Gexu~ny,

Special attention hss besn given during ths past month to
the developmont of thz Recorda scotion, which is colleotinz 211
available recards congerning displaced persons in Garmnny that
5 inlicate lozetion, proof of deatn, ploce of burial, eto, Vorking
msterials incluje hospital records, wsge reoords, gravoe looations,
death documenys, imprisomment and punishzent records, Iiaportont |
information on the locstion of displaced persons outside camps is
nor being collated from liats coxplled in comnnection with repistrate
ion for food ration eards, Fraa these sources, the Records Seciion
is ofrd-indexing the inforwation which shows the imown locations
: . of the liwving ond proof of death of the decensed » Bous providing
0 Q . & vital link in the chsin of traeling proceiure, Aftor proceasing,
s : © these records will be possed on to the Governienis intorested, or
in e gose of sbateless persons or persons of doubtful or unltnown
nationality, e-refully filed in the Records Section,

5 M2thoda of ilnss Search are also being greatly extended,
. +© A DP Camp List Exchisnge pian 4is 4n operation vhereby lists of
displaced prsons, both enguirers and persans souzht for, are sent
‘in from the Assexbly Centres, These lists arve bhon duplicatod for
distribution to 211 camps, where they sro rosted so that the
displeced peraons themselves ctn consuld them, The xadio sni the
i i press sre being wsed more extensively in tho search for Persons wha
; 128t address 15 not known or given, Daily half-hour brondeasts over
the Fronkfurg=-Luvewb urg-tunich network give the names of peraons
boing looked for, =nd are cegerly listensd to in tagexbly Cenires,
The moat intcasive use of tho press oo far is through a Polish
weekly, distzibuted throuzhoub the ‘msricon Zone, which lists names
of persons aought for wioa ddentifying datn are inadequnte,

t is planned to expand projects of those types, since all
three mathods of iinss Saarch nlre2dy have proved valusble chitnnsls
for bringing displ-cod persons dnts touoh with their relatives and
frionds in other ports of Cermany and in outsile comtries,

in ex_ort on child wolfrre has mecently been assigned to
; the specinlized wvork af traocing rolatives of the largo nu:bsr aof
: untccompanied cidldrea end orphons found in Germany, This is an
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"important part of the Central Trecing Burenu's work since search

must bo wade both within Ceracny ani oussids, in the hone of
re=—253870lishing contact Letween the chiliren onl their parents, or,
failing thot, with near or distant relatives, Fanilly, closcr attonkic
is being given $0 the Duzesu's sbatistics by the estnblishment of a
Strbintios Usction which will bring together figures to form tha
basis Zor eviluttion of the cniire troecing service, with a vicw to
dmproving procedures, The Section will also collucs figures a2n3 othior
information useful in interpreting the scrvice to the genezzl publie
30 thet it may be used to the fullest possible extont, - : :

At the end of Novoumber 1945 Miss D,de 1a Pole, who know that
e 3 N
she was to lesve soon, recomscndeds
"Tae Centrnl Tracing Burcen in order to effeotively execute ita
comuiitments, must meintain a hizgh measuce of control over ficld
tracing in &he British, French ond US Zone of ocoupation,

It is therefore logical that WIWA should operate the Field Tracing
Bureour in the three Zones in order Lo insure the prowpt:prosjecution
of investigations in the field and, further, receint fraa the field
of essentlial records for use by the Ceniral Trsaing Dyroau,

The following principles are basis to such operntion, in ny opinions”

: ¢ (2) Only skeletel, tronsactional records (in=snd-out rogistries
‘ - end alphabetical crrded files of éngwiries handled) should
be mrintained by the Zonss, All other records should be
- forwarded to Central Trecing Burcau for incorporation in its
/ files, /ny other arrangezent is duylicatory, inefficient,
and thwarts Centrnl Tracinz Buresu efforts to oreate ono
strong, cenlral file for Germony,

(b) Zomnl filed Tracing Bureaux should he thowsht of as versical :
organizations of persomnel specificolly organized to find A4
People ond neob as records-kesping burenux, : i

. (o) ey must bo free to use dircct administrative chennels of
; tholr owm in osrrying out Contral Trscing Burcau policies
end must not be shackled by subordinntion to unnecosasry

L— 1 : ¢ohelons oa control which may vitiata swh policios,

% - (@) viile provided wita billets, office spaco, and adpinistrative
P ssxvices at various levels, Field Trrcing personnsl should
1 ' be considered the agents in tho field of the Calef Trocing

Officer of their respective Zones,assignod to various UIni
offices but not subordinzte to office directors.

; (@) Tue Chief Tracing Officer of each zano should be administroe
tively responaible %2 the Zone Director, should have stabus
coapornable with that of the hesds of othor major fumstional

' or administrofive units within his hesdquarters, ond he should
ouherwisc hove dircct ageess s tiae Direutor of the Contral
Trncing Bureny on all maiiers of policy ani direction,

(£) Vithin the Zano, geographical divisions shoull ba wnde with
] a Reglonsl or Area Tracing Officor in chorpe of each, This _
person should be considered a comawnity orgnndzer, a estalytis
agent who organizes all resources, DP comaitiees, German ;
ofifdcials, UTIA terus, militery governsent officinls, Allied
lioison officers to mssist him in his trsocing $osk, ilo is the
rerson who reoceives enquirles from Qontral Tricing Dwroau L
via his Chief Trocing Clficer and soes to 1% that thoy are
proaptly investigated,

(g) Tac Regionnl Trreing Officer must be o driving,eg-ressive
: porson of <¢onsilerrble experisnce in organization snd admine
? : istration, Heo should have s many aidss es sre neodod and he
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"oni thoy should be furnished with sdequrte $ransportntion permAnente
ly assigred to thenm,

| (h) Volumtary Sociely Tpacing Officers may bo assipgned to work with the
| Reglonal Tpacing Officer but wust be subordinate to him,

(1) The foregoing points are Justified, in my opinion, on ths grounis
Shat Field Tyocing is different Qrgarnizationnlly ond sdministratively
than sny other UIzzA service, It ia geograrhical, covering every

g insh of ground in a gdven Jons, vhercas N iRA ias atherwise geared

Co ozerate within the confines of caupe, It involves dealings with
German records and afficinls otherwisae outside the U7aRA lton,

(3) his is comumity orgendzation, It 4s oiorotion, It con only be dons
- with herd-3riving fraa the Gop dowm, with fiecld strff who nave
imngination, eunning, brains, guts, and interest in tho job,

It i3 rerlised that one cowld gol. considersble argwaont ovor tho prine
ciples vublined ~bove, They cen be defended in teras of the specific
Job, an over-all patiern, snd the fiot = aftor all = that the Geran
Operation is on entity waich, while it must parallel military organizcicn
in mony respeots, does have the ono great advantage = rmid a sea of

. disadvaniageous circuzstnnces = of belng free o eleot its own in‘ernal

( administitiive structure, :

The most Laportant single point, however, is thas Fiela Tracing 45 a
: finotion, not merely en administrative process, but that it is not

i coaparsvle o welfrre, reorcation, or any type of camp-gonfined prozremg
; it must st=nd on its own feot end be operated according o its own nceds,

And hor last impulsion, s first Direotar of “the Coatral Tracing Burezu, to

her hunnnitarion task has consisted in recomeending that a permsnent Iisison

Officer of CT3 should be eppointed to the Central Tracing Policy Board (CIEB)

with office in Borlin, Sho obbsined satisfaction on ik December when iijss

Vera Semsanoff wes appointed in this chargo,.

At that mosent the organisation she had set up comprised; .

Ve

the Director, 7o) oy
, : the Executive Office with the Depuly Direotor
P ] . the Aduinistrefive Sorvicess
Supply 8nd Unaintenance . .
Feraonne] :
the Derlin Office ' s
the Lisison Seation end y ; '
: the 1811 Unit =~ inbake end dispatch
/ - the Tracing Division vith L
f the Processing Section _ ' ,
. Trenscription
ster Index
iap Location S .
epdstration and ’
. . riles
the Corresponilen.e 3ection with
Enquiry Unit
U3, British, Fyench and Soviet Zono
Li~ison Officers correaponience
othsr Wids and Polish
Reply Unit
the Speciol Section which deslt with 811 enquiries far Per=
8ons o specisl importanco such 8s missing scoret agent
vho worked for the "iinquis", or other Resistemso iloveuenta
, during the War ond were mrrested, missing morbers of tho
: Allicd Forces, enl enguirios caming from Governzent, Eme
bassies eto. : :

e

|
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the ilnos Tyneing Ueotion
the Child Trocing ssction
the Reoords Division with '
tho Documont Intelligence seotion
the Processing scc‘;:.;n
tha Death Necords scotion
the DP Records Section
thoe Typing Pool nand
thes Fhotostatic section

At the end of the year 19,5, the total of enquiries received amounted
to 63,000, Amongst these 14,000 had boen processed, leaving 49,000 on hand,

The nuiber of enguiries on hond in the Zonnl Tracing Byre2ux ond the
Nationnl Tyacing Byrenux reached 10,200 for which 3,600 replies hed been received
so that the grend total of enquiries in procoss amounted to 55,900,

Sevon Lisison Officers wore mttached to the CIB: a Belgihny~ Czechoslovek,

Fiench, Luxesbourg, r.atmrlnnda, Polish and a Yougmlw.

(1

In January 1946 the toisl number of employees of CTE reachsd 89,

A month lator (see p, 24 ond 25) the Council of UNRRA 'apgn-ma a docu=
ment entitled "UINRAA Folicy for Tracing activities in Cermany™ in which TMRRA's
obligations, resources and mao}«.incry were Jofined as followst

“l, Waat is the scops of UiRRA's obligations?

A, to provido facilities for the collection and distribution of
informtion concerning the Displeged Forsons under its onre,
end to fecilitate the processing of enguiries concerning them,
#pispleced Peraons™ hnd been defined by Council Resolutions and
had been interszreied by E0 to inclule persons at present receio
ving care from UNRRA in Germany, parsons eligible for but nob
in rooeipt of swh o°ro, ond porsons tech'lio 11y eligible for
sush oazre, but now dead, '

B, To provide simdlar facilities »ni to perform tho sems functions
for persons of undotermined nationality, L
G, To cx»mine ani test tho boly of docwmeninry moterial collscted
to insure that tho intercsts of (A) sni (B) ere protected; to
poepara moterisl concorning other mationnla for {traonsfer to the
Wationnl Tracing Burccux; to praserve the residus remrining in
ts oare for tromsfer to the terminsl lagstes,

D, To facilitate the %ronsfer of enguiries mot sndwered at the
National Tracing Bureoux to the Zontl Burerux, and to provide
for the exseditious return of raglies,

2, Whet orgonisations and resourcos aye aveiloble for the discharge
£ this oblipgation?

i Tho soversl nntionnl govermmants who have a primaxy interest
in the loonbish of their nationnls 2nld in ths preservation of
doousenis, -

B, The %11ied Control Authority, ss the governing body. of Germany,
whos2 canoern in ¢l $rnging prosess is analogous to that of a

national governaents /
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The Hationsl Tyseing Dureews, which es agents of the
nation=) governments with spocinlized end fechinienl

weresy in trocing procedures, should increzsingly
participate in the entire prosess, The moroe active
Partdoimxmtion of burssux thus for rolatively innctive,
such £s tho Central Looation Index and obher burcaux,
is a potentisl source of considerable assiasfance,

A complete trocing service must include a Georcan bureau

2 handle enquiries emnnsting froa United Nations n>tionsis
on behalf of Cermon relatives, This functiion is o be in
adlition to $ho trnoing of German nationnls, neutrals spd
eéx=cnony nationnls in Gercany, In ell thoso réspects, this
Germsn burenu will thus ba doveloping a program oauparsble
to that of the othor national burcaux,

Other ageneies meintaining trscing soxvicos, such as the
Intermnational Red Cross znd other voluntary sgencies,

The Central Trocing Bureau, the funciion of which, =s -
imlted by the {erms of tha basic agreement, is for
freilitating and coordinsting the entire procoss,

Eif - Js What mschinory doos WMRRA requize to dischsrge that obligntion?

A

B,

The Reoords Divigion ( 3
1. Adequate provisions for the collection, preservation, mnd
disiribution of records of Displacod Ferons in Germany,

(a) stof?, equipmont, end materials for the processing
of rcoords by methods to be determined, utilising
and coordinating tho resowces of es mony other
&;engics as posaible,

(b) Adequate moohinory for the distribubion of such
rooords to appropriate agoncies, and for their
timeto tronsfer to tho torminel legatee,

2, Cooperation with tho Allied Comtrol Authority and the
intorested governacats to provido sdequate maohinery
for loeating =nd properly processing all records
within Germany and the areas affeated by the war, and
to inswre thet the residual retainsd at the Central
Trzoing Bureau is carefully preserved,

Js Adequato mochinery to provide for tho proper distrie
bution of records of the various mationsl groups to
the approprinte bureaux,

The Tracing Division

1, Adequato staff, equimmont, anl meterials to provide
focilities for onswering enquiries by monns of records
and field search for tracing persons falling unier the
definition of tho Council Resolutions as eligible for
csre, : '

2, Adequate mnchinory to provide for liaison botween the
national rnd zonsl bureaux, for the tronsfor of soare
ches not snswered ot the natiomal bureaux to ihe fiald
for search, snd for the prompt raturn of replies,

3¢ "dequnto facilities for stabilising and perfecting the
maghinery of sesrch, to vrovide for ifs cffective tronse
fer to tho terminnl legatoce,
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C. /dministrative services 2dsquate in nuasber anl guality
o serve A and B, :

inler the fecrms of this annlysis, the following stoms ore sugzzeabed
for review (a) with Central Isadyusziers for Goermary ond witn tio
=goein Rezionnl Offige, (b) with the Contral Tracing Policy Bosrd,

= &nd (e) with the ietioan] Tracing Bureauxg

1, Tho pursuit of tho plens alrendy in oporstion for agcolerating
o docunsntary sesrching boing dene by the Zoanl Sureaux undex
dgresnenss with e respcoiiva dilitary Governients nni the
foraulation of additionsl Planz for processing the mrss records
now at the Contyal Tracing Buceau and those Lsing collected, to
B9 them dmwdintely accessible to tha Central 2racing Burcau
and the lintlonn] Trecing Burcawe,

2, Negotiations with tne appropricte divicion of the A11ied Control
Authority regnrding Gorman Iracing Bureau, so that 1% will
function for Germany 8s & Netionnl .draclng Bureay,

Je Revlew of the teohnlcal aspects of the Central Treecing Buroau
2nd records systoms to daprove the offcotivensas of that sorvice,

A2 already ssld shove (9.25)-175-.& the excegtion of the
proposal to esfablish a Trreing Buresu for missing Cermens, which vas withdrawn,
tae remminder of the progrome was duly implemonted,

: Very soon, namely in July 1946, the question of the
constitution and ths organization of an ipternstionsl Trscing Sorvice arose,
brouzht foremra by the Foles during the conforerce held in Warsaw and ths
Director of CT3 warmly supported it sfier his return, It was quite sure that
within Ocoupded Conmny the varicus buresux, 1,8, the Qurdripartite Contralled
013, the official tracing buresux within esch Ocoupied Zone with tho Coniral
Tracing Bureau acting 23 a ¢lcaring house between the four Zansl Burosux, to=
gothor with the I;‘atic-nﬂl Tracing Bureaux locsted outside pf Gormany, formed &
locsely knit and unorgenized internationnl ¢{raging service,

' Tize had not como yet for this to materislize, However,
the views of tho Central Tpscing Polioy Boerd cn that question weres

"a) to declino to be concernsd with eny form of Internationsl Tracing
Bervice, wos to deny the assignod mission,

b) to reccmuond tho continurtdon of tho current "loose organization®
of tracing buresux was to deny the sdveniages incident to a more
olosely knlt organimation, regerdless of mature

0).to rccomaeni tho formation of a formmnlly orpanized "Intomationnl
Tracing Service", with all $recing burefux subordinnto thereto,
roznxdless of whether or nobl wnior the awpices af the United
Hationa Orgendwstion wos to:

1) rnise the qwstion of the finmncing of burcsux, both Jointly
and sevorally, as well es the Tinancing of a Central Control Offioe,

2) subordinste tho CTB, and the four Zonnl Burosux within Cecupnded
Gersaony, to rolicies end initruetions enmnoting froa an of fice -
locoted outlsido of Cerudny,in all probebility and ono whioh ia
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"ot wnder Quadripartiic conbrsl, 1A this connccotisa it

showld b remszbered thet the mrin sourgo of fubure informtion
conzorning those Unitod Nations porcons nom missing 38 dithin
ocoupied Cexrzany which, in tie forcaseesble i'uture would continus
to Do governed by tho Allied Control Authority only,

d) to recowond the formation of sa "associatisa of trocing butesux®
whereln each bureau retoins its torritorial independence, bub is
clocely affiliated with 21l other burcaux in matiers of comaon
intsrost, appeared to presont definite advantages with no discde
vante;ess

1) Individwl burerux wuld derl dircctly with all other buresux
by normal coanunication facilitics,

. 2] the finencinl problers snd iatomal aduministratica of ona burcou
were of no concern Lo other buresus, )

3) there would bs no question of the finanoial dupport of a
control office

4) there would be no quostion of volicies snd directives being
issued by a cenbral offico which should)’cantrary to the best
interasts of the individual burecu j

5) there would be the deciled sdventngp of mutual oooperatian
and exchango of idezs botwesn bureaux,®

-

The CTE3 rooomuended the establishment of an essociction of

Trooing Burcaux wiorein each buroau would ryotain its territorisl snd finwncial

. indopendense, but would be closely affilinted with all othor buresux in

v

mat_tam of gommon intercat,

Not only &id such sn asscsisticn nevor oome §o life, bub the
qusstion of tormination of WWRWA had to be considered a while lator and
subsoquently the roduwiion of personnel, Alresdy in Ootober 1946 "the wurgont
necessity to explait to the full every possible msans of econamising in UiIRRA
expenditure and persomnsl xendored it essential to re-crpganize the tracing
oporations for whic.i UTRRA wos responsible,*

ot

Athough Colonel Bowring 4n his enthusissm end cawiction, which

saetimes led him to go beyond his wandate, had shom on several occasions

his dotorminaiian to fizht for his erganization, when he reslized thot it was .

condommed to fall to pleces, he sddroased himself to the Acting Chief of U{TRA

Operaticn in Cermany on 33th October 1946, in the following pathetis tomast
"The Doowmont CONC/P(45)54 dssusl by the Allied Control Authority
stales the tnsks snd responsibilitios of tho vorious echelons of

tho Tracing Service,

"Tho Tracing Sorvicods & whole i3 unsble to work wiih tho maximum
efficicrey becnruse!

8) tho CZ3 has not,full liberty of ackion in pursuin: esquirics
anl senrciing for records in the diffcront zonoa eni hns to
Pasa through the zonal I,reoux whioh nre not under its coatrol,
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"b) The rrosent material sitwition of tho Zomdl Byreoux

leaves much to be deaired,
1, The 3Jritish Zonal Burcau is in the nrocess of disaslubion,
2, Ths U3 Zonal Bprean h2s never worled with afy dogpee of
n:‘:‘isiﬁn;y, lsx;ely duwe to 1lzolz of resources end inndes
: quate higher dirocction
3. The French Zonrl Buresu conconirates on Frenoch interests
4o Tho vesulta obinined from the USSR Zons are meagre end
cooperation exlats only to a2 slizht depgrec,

"Cwing to the umaatis c{:orj proceduro wiich governs ths relation
botwesn the Zonal «Buresux and the CIB, 'tho lattor 75 concentraled
primorily on tha senrch for decumonis. This hss produced satisfrctory
resulis,”

®The trsk for which the CTB wns set up has definitely not been
coapletod, see”

At the beginning of December 1946 Col.3owring bogzed thng
the Central Tydoing Pulicy Board should toke moro active interest in tracing
matters and dn $he CT3, onl to cvidencs suwoh intcrest by personal visits to
CI3 by individusl CIF3 mambers, He also asked the CGIFB to sotively supzort
CIB operationa at "this very diffioult timo of wcortainty comcmin_g the '
future of CI3", He urged 4% at lagt to yeview the oblizations and funciions
o? CI8 with 2 view to improving whero possible, CTiB's policies for G"‘B. ;

A i‘c“' drys later Col,Bowring vmi;;'n.l his fmc.inns > and-with

him his Deputy Director ir, Trachtenberzsy, They left on 20th I)aae:r:mr 1946

end Kr,Roan Flohr boocams Moting Director of C"'.'s. At this very orucisl mowsnk

in the life of CT3 its porsonnel estoblishment co'.:ntud 96 Intorantisnsl
employeon, 19% Losal employses (4.e, DPs nppainted to & more important level
ér supervising charge) ani 100 Displaced Persons, office workers sevoral of
vhoa were to bo terminnted at the of the year,

On 17th Janary 1947 iMr.ityoer Colien, Aoting Chief of
UNRRA Opexations in Ger:nﬁy inforrod the CITB and the Directorate of P7 and DFs

of the Allied Control Authority that hs had received instructions to reorganiza

the Contral Treoing Buresu and {o provide forrcatinuity until tho lssti

poasible moment of the essentinl oparatioxﬁ which the Contrsl Tpacing Jurcaun
had been earrying on under the palicy direction of the Confral Trnoing Polioy
B:ard, His plan :['orcsr- : that '

1. The Ceatrel Records Office Buresu should be reconsiituted ms a
Refsronce &nd Docuszcnts Librrry

2, "ho Treaing Division should be abolishod and its funoiions oarried
cn zontlly by tho Dritish Reld Cross, Fronch ilis-ry Govorawnt
end tha L"'R"‘. US Zauo Trooing Bureau respectivoly,

3, The ptoff roquirod for this prozremzo would total 40 persons snmd
would ke fwnisiod by Uilid, :

[ -







=100 1 AS58.

‘ e The sproe reguired would ba sporociantely 10 rovaa,

| 2 7 for the working stoff ~nl 2 for the storoge of documonts, £
| :

|

All the Hotional Tracing Bure-ux ware inforuad thot to isploment

a ;;:salution Pa3s2d ab a Counoil Session of DLW in Cenevn, whic. raquired '
cortain operaticn=wido zeorganisabion oad a3 Lhis rea:;;::lnir.ation &flected

: I;tlxa Central Tracing Burenuy it hed bogn neczasnry 60 redweo tha Syrcau's

f-“" atoff, in ovder that i8 would ba mave Tondily n~d=pinble &0 eitnhor of two

e alternativess
; ' the somplote cessation of C23'a eotivitics by 30th June 1947

o : or tho turnover to 2 swpcessor agency of sush porbion of the Or3's
/ activitics snd ataff ns 1L wea nngicipated could bo rotnined
within ¢he likely bulgetsry iimit-tion of 2 BulCSLEOY. ARINCY,

The NT32 wore ndvised as ~olis w3

( y "As reorgonized w1l treoing preseatly carried on by the Gentral
e : draciiog Burecu will be 2sspasd by tho reapeoiivo Zano Traoing
Buresux, the addrasses of which ere: :

Ropatriation & Tracing Division for United Nations Citdzons
Soviet headquorters Central Council
Berlin (Colemel Yevseyev, Deputy Chief)

- JIRAF: Division des Yersaommes Doplaccsa, - By
| " Goweraszment liliteire . ¥ ;
' " Zonz Franoaise d'Ocoupation W : '
Dagen Badon :

ViR Burenu of Documnts &.Irecing ;
Wiestrden, AM) 757 U, . ‘roy
(4386 iiolba Foltz, Chief Tracing Officer)

British Red Cross : : :
Gk . Control Caurdssion for Cermany '
(‘. - Goottin en B, 4,0, 4,

Y Following this decentzaliantion of trscing responsibility snd
L aotivitics, Lho prinsry serxvice of the Central Tyacing Buresu vill
! hencof'oxth be thnt of its Centzal Records 07fics, This office will
be charped with mrintoining a roforence librory of rocords =nd, from
gz, this library, providing Ilational Tracing Dureoux with rhotostatio
' Gop2os of lists of persons nomed in these records, togother with
ddontifying dnts, o3 is approvricte depending on tho partioular
record's phiysicsl character and sccurity olassifiastion, letional
Tpocing Syreaux will be rdvised of auch dosuments 23 sre not
sugeptible of distribution and nre thercfore being retsined din tha -
Central Records Orfice library, Check ag~inst such daowsents nay be
agooaplished by the Zens Tracing Burenux conbinuing to forward
enquiries oa which sush doouments may have bearing to the Central
Tyreing 3yroau,

In keeping wita this reerpurecistion of responsibilities sni the

fasuaption by Zons Tynoing Jurcsux of virtunlly ell tracing rotivities

81l future enquiries should be addressed $o the Zono Tracing Burenu

serving in the sroa in which the porson sought was last knxn or hos
— been known to ho." ;

A .. sco also poges 35,36 and 37, , On lat Pebrusry 1947 if the personnsl
" establishnont had beea redueed $o 40, the 100 Dis offico workfsrs
whao vore in function hnd been inoreczed to a tolal of 127, Seversl
internationsl and local ocuplojyces were oithor forzinnted or repleced
in thoir old DP pxition 2t %o end of Deooumber 1946,the rost at the i
end of Jamwry 197,
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In order to clnrify the functicn ani tosk o beo pzrformed by tha
Central Treoing Jurenu waler the noew deceatralized sche :.a,' the following ‘
intemnl procodize policy wos issusd to tho shaly by the feting Directoars

L] - s
1, A1l netivo ond closcd cases emnmabing from Wnatiomnl Tracing
Buresux will be returnad to the res: sective Buroswo,

2, A1l e.h_a_n.c_, cemnabing fron Vi lunte _,r Ageacies will Le
raturned fo the lfatlunal Trasing Duresux conocerned,

Je A1l c2ges emanating froa indivilunls {United Nations Nntionsls)
will be rotumed $o the Nation®l Tpacing Bureau of ihe country
from vivdeh the enguiry oviginstead,

=] 4o Enquiries concorning oxecnemy nationsls will be sent to the

Hatiomal Tpacing 3,,reou or c.pnzrap =te search agergy of the
eountry in waich 4he enquirer is loonted,

e Enquirics emwmating from displeced porcens in Gerzany will

be returned to tho Zonal Prceing Jurecu of the sons in vhion
the enquiror is loonted, .

Cese files 'which will be retumed to the Nationnl nnd Zoaal
' Treging Bureaux fall into the following cstezorics:

I, Closed Ceses (this applics to National Iyocing ¢ Buresux oaly) '
Caavs gonzerning persons whose fste has. boen’ uafin...clg established,

i

II. Ozen Cases (ihis applies to Nstisnsl end Zows) Tracing Buresux)

a) Cazes oa which £1013 search is still in Progress, Thore
cases oro being returned to the Mationol Tyacing Bu.am..,
. Zonzl Buresux involved will Ba notified of distribu.,ion,
- and furthor corresponitnce will bo bo‘ma'; the Zoneas cnd
Hatlonsl Irscing Byreaux,

b) Caaes on which ficld searoa has proved negativa, These :

cases sre being publicised by Redio end Pross (.ﬁas \
Tracing), Replies on swh onyulries, reccived after the

‘ z;—arr;w..:. atiom of the Cenbral Tracing fureau, will be ki

forwarded direct o tho liation2l or Zoanl Trocing Bureau |

concerned,

o) Enjuiries rcceived subsmmnt: to tho rc—o*g-nisation end '"%
which it hos not Leen possible to proceas, -.‘:21

d) Replies received suvsequrni to tho re=orgenisction ond on |\
which {he Ialional end Zontl Tpocing Buresux sre -required ', '
to §cke rotion, (It will be noted that in somo ceses 4o more.
than onc en quirar esch of whma shoull bo sent & copy of the

search xepor £}

The organdzatiocn iisclf snl the various functions were dafined ms

Y

followal

Respansible for implementation ai‘ policy and overall plrnoning
organisation nnd worldng of the Dureay,

ANITIIATVATION S UEHALY BERICH

In chorgo of the internal m:intendace of the CT3 building, manigoment

-l

of German cleaners, cic, Indenta for ncaessery affice and maintenance supplies







L - iy -
fiom tho contral stores, my nacesssry locnl buying to be
orrenzad with conourrence orf oentrnl siores,
All rejuisition of supplies must be submitied in vriting and
6ny proposcd changes in fixbures, sush 23 Salephones, must be
made in writine,

G238 0L
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1, Receives all madl incluling vecords |
2, Znjuiries collcoted fron Nationnl Tyacing Byreaux or froa |
individurls ecro o be retwrn=d to the enquiring agenoy or
trenaferred €5 the Zone concerned, ‘
3¢ Enquirdes coming froa the Zonen for checking ere &5 be
routed internally through Records and after roceipt of e
the roply deapntchsd to the encudring ~EeNCY. |
4o Incoming records nre to b2 pessel to the Procesaing Seation
for furthor hondling,
5e The Cose OfPice will alao be responsible for o1l duplicating
work and ghotostat work an behalf of the entiwre burenu,

iadl Dianntch Saction, is responsible for the proper dispatch
of 21l mail froa the U083, This entsils making envelopos, packing
the m~il, dotaching an3 retuming to the richt office the file
copies, ani making up the deily floater file,

Ranly Section, will recelve enquiries from Zonnl Byrecux onwhich
ficld sesron has givon no result, and also enguiries from National
Tracing Dureaux ssiking for specifio chacking spminst doowmenta
held in CTB, 7
Eochonquiry 4s cordad snd cheoked againat laster Index, and if
necaasary against DP Index and Records, A routding slip is attaghad
by this unit, sny inlormation fourmd is noted oa the buok of the
enrd by the unit concerned and returnod, Tho Unit fills in xanly
farm, sends it fo enjuirer ~nd returns the osrd o Mastor index,
Daily statistios will bo kept,

Dunlieatin: Soction, :

(8) Dgsing Fool, All typing of lists, K,L.cords etc. will Lo dane
in the pool and nlso any other copy typing woris, Each pisco of
work should be sent o tho Chief of tho unit, together with exot
statecont of requircment on an approprinte farm, A dsily report
vill be m:de of work done,

b) ALl work 4o be mimeozraphed must be sent with coysring form
.to the Chief of the Unit, ani cases of special urpency chould be
ddseussed with hin or hor assistont who has particul~r chargo

of the mlnfrorh room, o enjuiries or recussta should be
adiressed direat to the operators, A daily report of work done wili
ba m=do, ‘

oYX STIDIOT

a) Moster Index This hirs to cantin the TP2 inlex and thy inster
lndex, ond in addition such other inlices ez have boen set wp
for speeilic rersons, i,e, nunerierl trecing inlex, Child
So2reh index ole, .
Any dnconing D2 onxds sro to be rwn in, but no entites of
subscouant movenasnts of DFs from mownmant lista sre fo be
routed, _ :
The woric oonsdists of pro-olrhitbetising ond checking of oords
for insertiomm indy the inlex (ihese will be hnnled ower by
the tyming posl properly lnbelled as to number sni what they
ara); insorting the cords into the indox; chocldng inlividunl
enguiries and 1ists, Tho lettera of the alrhnbet will bo unler
tha osre of spocific persoms and eagh perooa is ronponsible for
tlio praosor s~intencnco of his port of the inlex, inaeluling
porioiien] chwaiidng for ordsr sml ensuring thal oovrds which
" cet" in she iniex sro extracted -nd sent €5 the Frocessing
of Caaas Unit for dispatch, “honcver a ¢~rd i3 reasoved froa
the Iadox n 81l will be placed in its plnce giving d~te aof
its roemowval and where seat to, A daily reocords of worik doms . -
will bo k‘cl)to '
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DF2 Indox, 811 DF2 onrds cre al-habetlsed ond inserded
into tho Index, Burgomcistars' 1ists aro rogistered,chocled
G .;1 propared for the :1*‘_.:.:15 carls. diovenent lisbs, hose

nisal lists mo. =ro cliccked end cases of denth oxtracied rn:l
iL onrds m~lo Oe A dally records of work domo is kept.

bt b iy & b Y "; T ‘-}‘.‘.'"T‘"?

5as to 07l with L3 inbrko, proseoaing ond diatribution
of I‘GuJI’JS now in the possession of CiB or recgived 1lnter,
411 naterdal portaining $o Prisonera’ of War and Forced
Labourcrs are to be despatched to Hationnl Tyscing B remmx
without a copy being rola ined,
All.other mnterial is €o be procczsod rnd aficor duplication
and deapalch of the cozics to the NTH3, the originel docuxmnd
iz %o bo trensmitfod to the Records Library for checling
and relention in the nrchives,
All =nil is doldvered o the Chief of the Dponch whore it is
egrutiniscd and prased to the appropriste unit,

Lozumant -*T\""T"‘"tﬁ Sogtion

£11 uo':s'.r..:::.s roceived szo Ir..ac.‘l to this acaotion, Anything
of infterest §o the Inforution Unit and Librory i3 natified

to tlen ::.::m"f utc::l;. Bach d*}:mn is sn*l;r:. :l o en dmventory
card, rogistored end prssed to tho Chief of the Unit, Tho

Chilef dccides, according to the type of do "u:mt; and nuIbers
dnwolved, oa tha best mathod of duplication, i.e. typing,
r::i.a:::ozrn;m;:g or rhvtostatting, Vhen this wark h2a been dane
the chief of tiv section is wosponsible for seoing thng
cozles ore sont 6o 01l intercsted tr’xcinﬁ agencios, and

a oopy filed in the Records. Libraxy, Statistics axe kept of
docunenta reosived and sent ous,

Rosords Ebhrmry :‘-c:-‘:;fn h 3 to canprise all records now in

she yo..sc::-m of CZ3, vhich for tochnical reasons ¢amwo bo
deapatched, It dsals r'lso with incoming enguiries ond cm.

of nomos againal records contadned in the librtr Yo AN "-::cu..::te
and up~=to=dzto catalozus is to bo set up o or-.able soarch
agenoies to forward cases yeforring to Records in passzasion
of CT3,

-4 copy of all documenis far refontion in the CI3 is passed by

tho wecords Annlysis snd D:}.:‘a"ﬁ“"’l Tnit €o the Library, Hew
deoumonts are immedistely entered inbo tha entalozus, This
consists of a onxd index in alfhnbotical order of :plsco nanss,
A1l dosuments ore filed in alrh:‘ betical orior, Lisis are
filed under tho plece of origzin, individwl certificates eto,

.ara £1led wnder th2 name of the person wilh & ¢rosa roferenca

undar the plsce of drigin,

eco 8 Inforsation ooction

% B

§ Cf rocesatng of CGases Unit will forward to the 1ibrary for
zing 8ll ctses n:n, found in the iaster or D2 inlicos,
Evnr‘,r warkor in the secticn is responsible for cheoking
certoin records and nch ¢ase is pessod throwh on the
convoyor belt system, being chockod agnina$ csmp records and
lzo the doourents Iibrary, Each inceping ccze ia registered
and rosult of checking entered up, the resulta bolng inlicated
on the book of the enyuiry c~xd to the l"raue.,s.:.-x_, of Cases
Unit, Dadly statistics forms sre ke pt,

'-P\'

'_'h'D* gatat Section

M1 docenents :Lc.r photcoonying ore xecelved with o progor
covering form stnting excclly vhnt 1o requirad. Wo work will
bo rccepted except throush tho Chiel of the Reoords Anslysis
ani :J;.sp"tch. Unit, Daily report forms aro kapt, All doowaonta
tnicen 4n by the unit nre ro.istercd,
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The Scelion 4s respmuaible for mhintrining ozntrnl li-dson work

i
betwem Child Tyocing in Cermany anl csuntries outside Garemany, tha
is: oollccting infomntion fram outside Germany »nd dizsominnting it to
the Zonal B, reaux; correlation of materinl from inside Cermrny 2nf fore
warding to dones all zalerial uncovered from docuzents received in tho
C¢I3,

AT vl "y T AT A
3 TGN 3TCTION

e we e 3, L L0)

The 3ection unlerialkes the rudlicising of sll nomes of rersons not
fourd by meons of field scsrsh in the Zonea or by cnseking of yocords and
nilces in the Central Trnecing Burcau, Enjuirics =re received fraa the
Zonas on eards and roceived from the Processing of Cases Unit aftcr oll

chocking in the CIB has been dono, Cards are kapt ca file unsil 211
publicily has been dono, notion $nken is noted on the back of card, and
the card sent to Master Index, All replics to c2ses ere receiveld by the
FProcessing of Cascs Unit; affer all necessary action hos bson taxon by

o

-
=

Tpacing section for the purpose of keeping
t-ﬂi!‘;:d—t - : T
Spooimen of stendard forms to be used for corresponlence, reports eta,

»

wora attoched as appondixes to the above instrustions,

c
=
v
£

n
i o
this Unit¢ in foaverding the resuld, the remly will be sent to lsas \
a

tatiaticgof Gt resulis ol
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At the end of June 19,7 the Certral Tracin; Dureau ceased o be under
UIiRRA abd the responaibility for it was assused by PCIRO as alrcady described

,‘ ]
earlier (see page 42). Simultarecusly the Bureau which had so far been instale

m—

led in the Arolsen school building, was transferred to the "Heue Ecl‘ﬂo'*

"
A T A E ]

the school being given back to the town authorities,

The trensfer of responsibilities led to mo chenges. in'the ‘overall peas-
cics and as rezards the work itself, the ﬁocc&u:‘a for dealing with inceming
enquiric:s ard processing of records, as well as the relationshirs with the

 National Tracing Burcaux remained as they vere. | 3 gl trom Tl i

Vhen on 1ct Deoczbor 1347 the CID became oi‘fiuial];; the .I!ES » the staff

which had in the meantine been increased, t:ut.allad 258 erployees, .Ii.a.

. ' International ~' 35

A local : RN & 3
i Refucees (DPs 109 -
I ; - Germans 105 &

! -

The description of wmt the CTD had cchived since its inception under .
-the sponsorship of both UNRRA and FCIRD for o short period 4s to be found in &
the last report of its Dj;ector = vy Flohr = dﬁteq Decerdor 1947, out of which
I. the following was extraoted: | :

= ® The Central Tracing Burcau which, in Octubé:*, 195, come under the

iz auspiced of the Directar of the prisopers of VWar and displaced Dersons

of the Allied Control Authcrity in CGermary, is governcd tasically by i B

policies decided upon by the Coardinating Committce of the Allied :
Control Autherity and formulated in the paper CORC/F(L5)58. In the A

S5 A ', exccution of its duties, the Central Traocing Dureau is guided by po=-
( il i .o 1dcies issedd by the Central Tracing Policy Beard, which do not, how= |
) ever, covor questions of fimance, supplies ard intermal administration. _
‘E_-.; Gl g . . Since its inception in Cetober, 1945, the Central Tracin: Eurcau has A

received 340,059 Tracinz enquiries from 30 countries, This Trepresents

&n average of 10,000, enquiries per month. In rceent months, the vo= - 7

lums of now enquiries remained comparatively statio, amounting to ap-

proximately 5000 per month, and it may be reasonably anticipated that
. this figure will remain at its prosent level far scwe tine,

During thet period 42,701 positive replies were dospatched, giving Gc=
e finite location or notificaticn of death of the missing persons, - The
T IETRS propertion of positiwve replics rose steaddy from 59 at the berianing
of 1546 to 45 in Noverber, 1547. In all other cases, negativa or ine
terim replies wore forworded to the cnquirers, :
] < : -
The use of pudblicity'redia Tor tracing purposcs was ndopted in the aue
tuzn of 1945 and greatly intensified in recent months. Shortage of
financial means made it necessary to pub this operation on a basis of )
free publicity by the editors of newspavers and monacements of radio
stations cnd cimrn;ﬁ_ro;rietors. At present, 131 newspapers, 30 radio
stations, both flor gereral publicity and also brondczats for missing [
peroons ard 1725 cincmas are participatins in tracins on behalf of
the Central Traping Dureaus Two thousand' posters were disployed throug=
out Cermarny: 955 lista of missinr persons are bteing circulated to 211
, DJF. camps and traeing apencica throushout Burope. Durin: the poﬁ:'iod
;- of the repart, 582% persons -were located throuch Lass Tracing, 2850 of
. . them alive, The resull of recent additions . :

l
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|

| should becore apparent only in the coming months, since there 1a al-
voays & considerable timd-lop tetwsen the date of pudblishing end the
recoipt of roplics, i

rdividusl tracing aciicn 777

ted, establizhed the fate of,

or supplied information concerning 1325 missing relstives of unoc-

companied children in Corrany unler carc of UinTl, ans, Iatterly, the

- FCIFO. It mas distriduted to Fational Tracing Bureawr, Tracing Azen=
cies, and Displaced Tersons' Cempa in Cermary anl other countries,

The Child Tpacing Branch has Jocated by 1
48
| - el il O I 1 ¥ - sl gy F S 5
. Yists of unccoampanied children for when familics were being sguzhbs
1
!

chiléren of allied mationality; and local

s

Tt also hos contributed towards the general scorch far missing chil-
dren by collecting and processing docusents in this connection.

The Central Traocing Bureau rcceived, evaluated amd catalozued records
concernine 5.483.004 persons, OF this amount 325,055 were distribu-
ted to Nationmal Tracind Duresux, in cricinal or in the form of photo-
copies or typed exbracts, 25185 death certilicates were received fraa
difforent scurces and were forvarded to the respective countries for
istrivution. The names of 104,777 versons of unknown nationality
wore sent to all countries. The Recaxds Branch also published a series
of catulosues of docuzents, reports on Death Marches aml lists of
( : prisons, concencration camps, etc,

: The card irdices of the Central Tpacing Burcau contain now approxi=
esl m.tely 3,000,000 cards, consisting of a linster Index of inow loca=
_ : $ions, D.F. index, showing the locations of displaced porsons at scxe
time or obher, and card izdices of the Launthausen, Neuvengamme on other
compse - The conbinuing exponsion of the Mastfe Index hos enzblodthe
. Central Trecins Buresu to raise the peroentage of poaitive replies .
- © by over 1005 4nm the last three montha.. o

e

-~
: Judping by the trend in the fimures of new tracing enquiries reccived
\ . during the last few montha, the scope ol work of the Central Z.acing i
Bureau is unlikely to decrcase for an eppreciable amount of time to '
\ camd. The improvement in the ocordination of funchions between the -
- National Tracing Burcaux, the Central Tracing Burcou and the Zomal
: Tracinz Dureaux tends to indicate {has a further pericd of concentras=
ted effort# is required for complotion of the creat task of locating
the missins persons erd the rc-u:dw;}' of disperscd familiess :

( The following statisiics and organisational details were also
: extraoted from the a.m. report:

; Enquiries received under UNRRA (Octuld. = June &7) =N 31he23h

< o al B 5 :
- . e ®  POIRC (July &7<ove 47) 25.805 |
Replies sent oyt under TIiRCA ; . |
n L] L . |

" ECIRO 65.271
Documents received under UFRA (persons involved) 168,487 -
' " " PCIRO g " 163944597

Documents distributed urder UNRRA (persons involved) 2,525.100
L] L) n I_\";I:io L] L 75‘-1‘.955
Oroanizetion of the C.T.B.

Laministration and
Supply Hranch

: : a1l Iatake Section,Duplicating,
Case 0ffice Zranch Reply, index,
Mail Despatch

Executive 0ffice lass Traeing Sranch

. Ch41d Tracing Dranch  )Documents &nalysis Section
: Jitotostnt

Recards processing giccmﬂs Library

Branch Recorda Information







tical (through copies found) documents were done in several places simulta= ,-
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Zhe gereral or ;anization 07 the Intermation:l Tracing Jervice, es planp'
ned by the mew Dircctor of IT3, has been described in its broad linos (sce
patc 50)e ¥hen Mr.Thudictam arrived in.;‘-.ro osn, he was faced with the fol-
lowing sitvation: I

Fraotically all grown-up members of I‘:miliea, ztifll se.'.!.:‘r.:h_"zrg for mige
sing relatives, were actually ciroularizing their requests anl as those wis

xiot only no centralization, but herdly any woriking relations between the a= » °

genoies doiny tracing, the latter were mubmerzed by the tide of enquiries

and also taking the .same mction (carding, checking, answering, etc,).
Desides, the hunt for documents was a corzpetition, when it should have
baen a teem work, Thus one agency got hold of one part of this ard could not

get the other port which had gone elsowhere; ' ;roceavinc- a,gﬂ carding of iden- |

reously; the oa:ruinu 1tself was exccuted without c.‘re as was disgovered la- .+ |

~ ter, by a staff which could o*l._.r have ‘lacked to be yeminded of the t;nvi%._,r

of 1mccm'aay when dealing with mtiters aiﬂeo..:hw pecpls, '
The Index was a ridiculous collection of cards which, ncco‘rdim to ins=

tmc’tiona, ware to be clas#if‘icﬂ in a purely alphsbetical arder and which

' could, therefore, not possivly meet when a slight discrepancy appearccl in

the spelling of one and the gare name, or vhen the same pame was spelt in
two ar three or more different woys (Mayer, ¥eyers 1hyr, Yoler,otc,) s
T The Serwvice was most inadecquately housed and equipped, Its staff had
taken habits of eas _;—gomg in the wor:. ard was utterly insufficient both in
Inmber ani in quality. Sections of' certain branches had tended to beooss 1
unrelated due to the many intermal transfers of the stai‘f which had been made -
‘and to the rolatively poor qualiiy o the IP staffl a.nd their continuous
_fiuctu::.tion. . {

" As rcgard tracing alone, the backlog of unprocessed individual cases
was cnormous, The total mumber of erc-utricﬂ rcceivca in the last throe m'zths
of 1947 had been on the average of ,;_;00 a I'looﬁ with vhich the existing
staff could not poasibly cope.

¥r, Thudichum's irmedinte f-e:?ctiqns werg

a) to restore the discipline through persontl example and personal
care ol every ecployce; |

b) to order the comtralization of IPS/ilis of all enquiries and of
: 01l docuncnts;

' . . L 1
' :







——

=GB Sl = &L

5\
e) to trm

sfarm the Cace Ofldve Ifraneh indo o Trecin: Dranch
k
which

ould not only checiz cnguirics againsifiovwmnta,

or Index - whichias bound to ke o very m,a.' SloW aa A § :‘.‘.:
nurber of documcnts vere stiil L,_;::_L.;', ar:l an cven preate:
nuriber of decuents collected was still not carded - bul ul-
o pursue the inwalications as far as ever possitle. Tais
could i @ main onl’ be achicved by cua.& ring the dranch
with qualified multilingual staff an? by argenising ficid
tracinz teams.

g S <t £

i
e

d) establish a close coopcraticn and coordination of effarts
with the Zom:l Gffices and re~estaobilsh the "I'.‘-I-.Lq_-tvraJ-—lvlf.‘
coordination of work bufveen end within the Branches ab
Headquarters,

A closer correlation of efforis, a general review of internnl
procedures, together with a general survey of the relations abroad,
should bring the organization in the best poseible situation to deal
with all problems arising continually in eacn and all tho é.ub:li\rinions |
and teams, & ; : |

Follo;:ing dizoussions in Geneva on ths estimates which had been
propoged by the Director, 2 budnet ws firally agireved in Jamuary 1948,
It was expocted that this enlarged budget which ancunted to F 359.059
would also increascd the output of the Ecwice both in quantity aﬁ
in quality. 3 2

The consolidation of the ILY/B) with fhe my;};*.'i:isn elther in

Arolsen or in ludwizsburg had to be gbandoned dn February 1945, becau-

3

se the required office sgace ard the billets for the stafl could not be

yrovided by tie U3, Occupation Autheritics, IZfTaris vere, reverihcless,
pursue~d in that direction for many months , minly because tihcre was
little chance for Hls to expend a:l it shouldd if it remained in Arolsen,
Hu'.'r:\;er, this chance was to offer itself 111‘: r, in April 19439, v:-'hen IR0
vacafed the Kaserne it ocoupied in Aroleen with its Vocatiomal Tea cing

Center and it became at last possible .om ¢le one hard to consclidate all
'fa innFrealy
docunents pertaininzg to Concentration Camps and on the other- the indige=

nous staff, by 1007, >
Further steps were taken in Jure té consolidale the tracing opera=
ti.ns at His and in order to rcnder i{he whole organdzatiicn Mully opera=
tional in all respects, a re-alirmment of funciions &nd responsibilitiea
acong the key personnel vas carried o.t, £ special attempl was made to

clear out number of old CI3 cases which nad been the asubject of ruch

correspondence, part of it greatly delayed.
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A il review of these cunses vas made with a view to £ind a new
approach towards solviny them with the help of nevly sozuired documen—
tativne 4nd simdlarly additioncl help was ziven to the Tracinz Section

of the U.S. Zore Divisicn in an effort to aszaist them in their comple-

ting & lorge pusber of pending caszes,

loreover, a spocinl secticn was temporarely set up in July for
the handling and finmal di-:,;,os.sl of oid ecascs,

The reorpenization was practically completed in September 1348,
after which all encrpies were cextered on both increasing the output and
in a.u."'l: only quality work, The difficultie= and obstaclss which were 4o
be owrccue for attaining this double peoal will be described later.

Except for-adjustnents, which occcured as time went, to adapt ‘_cha
operations to circunmstances, the organization of the I.Z.3. as a whole and
the respeotive funotions ¢f the Eranches were then established and remai-
ned as described in the following charts erd pagss. Major ¢hapges wore |
mads only ‘:’m 1950 o8 mentioned earlier (pc_'-,c ?1) when, A8 a consdguencs |

of orders received frem tihe Generen¥ Council of IR0, the Directar was

canpelled to reduce and even stop scuwe of ITS' ectivities,
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a) Executive 0ffice (Appeniix No.t)
This office couprises next to the Director and his Deputy,
a public information officer, the sccretarial staff, the central files
ard a statisticien,
; The Executive is responsible for the estoblishnent of work policies
; ~and long range planning, for the proper.coordinntion betvieen branches, the
relations with the occupation autharities of three Western zoncs of Germae

ny and with the Goverrmcnts i.nterestiaé in tracing on all yroblens of a

g;cneral choracter, for hizh level relatious with IRC/Hls in Geneva, for
the drafting of ITS budget estimates, monthly reports and publicity vae=

pers, for the overall conirel of E} and -_0;1:3 Divisionse

( ‘ b) Tracins Branch (Appendix Ko.2)
This Branch'is responsible for determining the fate of adult

persons for whom traging I'que-:nt:} are made,Bvery request has an irdividul

.

file, Corresponding enq_u:iry ocards in respect of these cascs are kept in
e the M aster Index (see Index Drancn)e Cases are filed in mumerical order,
The following actions are taken in irocessing a tracing enquiry

(1) Registration
Lhe original request ls scrutinised by the chiel of the scction
after vhich an enquiry card is typed in triplicate, The request
and the ) cards go to the Index lranch, Where they are chacked
in order to se: if some indTormation on the person is a]:ead r at
hard. One card is delached by "'n_'*" Iranch ond the other two
returned for use by Case Review. The card kept by the L. ax
( _ Branch either t..lliz."‘ with cards made up from documenbery eviden=
: ca, (“nrmrn lecation” or Kel. card), or meets an old enquiry
card. In the first case, the K.L. cerd is copl -..1, attacned %o
the file, end retwrned to the Tracing Dranch, In the seocond ca=
se, the muber of the oll cnquiry 1s indicoted on the card which
is then returned to the Trac*n Branch, If nothing is Jound in
the Index, the card ia refurm Ei to the Tracinz Drench, wihore the
enquiry is rurbered ayd put in a folder, while one card is reture
- ped to the Index Zranch, :

(2:’ {.N.-'—G .'C‘ J"t'.“.'r
After c:per:lt ion abave the case pots to a case revicwer who deci=
des what stepg can be taken to locate the person scurnt for,.
These may be:

a) A check against, other indices which cannot be integrated in
"the Index or documcnbs not yoi carded,

b) 4 camwnication to the appropriate Zone Division in Germany
or trocing operations by field iracing teams in the arca
viere the missing person was last heard of.

v) letters to varicus asencies o person who could give some
infermationd or to Fatiomal Ureciny Durcaux,

d) Referenced to the inss Tracing Lrarch

when thoe decision is made by the case revicwer the desired aotion
45 4ndicatod on the face sheet of the folder and the filo is {rons-
mittod ’

' a) to the Repcrts Seotion and/or b)to tha Correspondence Scotione
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Very of'ten onc case coues for review four or [ive tires, c‘.cperainu on
the checking resulis or on the replies received, Tlwus, the turnover of
the files means a wvery considerable zomount of work.

(3) Lorrespondence Section, .
o

The Cofr espondence Yection writes the actual lctter or carpletea the
forms as dirccted by the case reviewer, mails the letier ard returns |
the file to the Miles Section.

(4) Files Section,
This Section is in charre of keepinz the files ani ol .raruiru
to Case leview when receszary, It is also ru..-;.ommla. i ..h:,
"follow~up®, which is a system of control of the files witre by each
case still open coies back autamatieally to Case Review after a cer-
tain period for further review.

(5) Reports,

Thee forvarding of the repart-as indicaled by the case reviewer is
handled by this section. &4 report may be:

a) A positiva final report, when the address of the person after

1et July 1347 is communicated by Himself or ermnstes Srom Ane

other reliable source (search officer or bur araster),or again
when there is conclusive evidence that the person has cl:u.d.

b) An interim report when scme information is furnished which, how=
ever, is not conclusive bubt may be interest to »hc un;luircr,
and when nof further action can be taken except ilass Tracing.

¢) A negative fimal report when all tracing possibilities have been
exhausted and the psrson has not_becn fourd, |

¢) Yass Tracine Branch, (Appendix XNo.3)

i
(]

When no information can be found in the indices and records at ITS
Headquarters, oollected in the field in the Vestern zémes of Germany, ob=
tained through correspondence with tracing agen.oias in other countrieas, or
when the enguirer supplies too litile information a‘bout- the peraén sought

'to enzble the field search to be made, the er.q_uix:'y cards are.paased on tuT
Mass Tracing Branch. In ’ChisIBr.anch the following last possible actions
on the part of the International Tracing Service are taken.

a) A1l enguiry cards irc.ludim; tf:cuz with little or no information are
given for search lists action, The numes ore arrangzed alphobetically
by nationality and the 1:1.303 are prepared in German. The search lists
are then disseminated to - all displaced persons assembly centers apd to
Nationzl Tracing Bl..rea.u:r.. Separate lists are also made for Jewish
persons, {or easg of checkinz by Jewish communitics and Camnmittees. :

b) After a suiteble peried Lo allow for o checizing the lists has elapsed
and iy no information has been reccived, the case is referred to news=
paper publicity, whichicovers the three Western zomes of Germany
and Eerline. y

About 115 German newspapers and 30 IP nevspopers sovept weekly lists of
narea for frec publicity. These liats are prerared as far as possitle
from thisecards which give full information, particularly as ‘-o the
last known address, and the lists are submitted to the payer in the
vinioity of this address.

@) If the newspaper publicity fails to give resulls, the ncxt actiun ta=
ken is tu radio. The nzwes are included on a list whioih is sutmitted .
for broadcast over a wide radio network. ' :
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: A
Lty
are the followinec 1
ry Authorities in Vestern Germany, the 18 and Eri.-
tish Zone Divisions and the PBerlin Office of the l‘l.tf.‘ rnational] Tra-
e¢inz Service, missiona of the 3

m

The main sources
The Allied I741itn

Invernational Refugeecs Crzanization

W

international r:,om.r:_nt offices of IR0 in Bremen, Cenoa ani liaples

the Nati nal Tracing Bureaux and respective liaison lissions attached
to IT5, the International Commitiee of the Red (ross, National ied
Cross Sooicties, Voluntary agencies, German and foreins administrations,

in various cm.n.‘r"es especially in the Ui, Zone of (.e_r“..r-.g, and the

L

}







7 social service of the Notional Socialist German Workers Party, of |

e | A1

Thus Mazs Tracine Dranch seeks to obtain the information through

channels likely to reach the largestpossible number of persond. .

%hen a reply to Yass Tracing action is receiwved, it is chacked a=

gainat the lass Tracing Index and the number of the ocase 13 adled,

An extract of the letter is retained in ifass Qracing and filed &l- i
phabetically. Further action on the cuse is suspended, The original

lctler is then forwarded to Tracins Branch to close the case or, if
receasary, for further investigaticn. Mass Tracing Dronch only clo=-

ses the case on receipt of specific forms from Iraoing Branch. If

the inTormation obtained does mot close the case actiom is contimued,

Frequently lists are received from sources such as Red Cross Socie=
ties or Nationmal Traecing Burcaux, Upon receipt by kaas Tracing .
Eranch of these lists a specific form is prepered for each indivi- |
dual case mentioned, The nmumber of the case is included and the farme
onforwarded to Traecing Branch as mentioned above. .

d) hecords Sromch  (Appendix Houl)

- The International Traoing Service collects documents pertai-

ning to Allied nationals and. to persecutees which give information as to

the oondition of their displacement status and eventual fate, The fecords

Eranch is responsible for the processing of knese documents, the carding of

nomes and particulars found in them, their checking for tracing purposes: and

respective National Tracing Bureaux,

1 1. Collection of documentis.

a) Records consist of three major groups

(1) Copies of extracts of documents established by the German Adminis-
tration (vital statistics, labour offices, health and social in-
surance , judical.prisons, cemeteries records),

: (44) Original records and/or copies of extracts of recards established
by former goverrm.ntal or Tiazi Patty ezencies (dccunents ol the Ger-
man arry peftaihing to prisonsrs of wer, of the Cestapo periaining
to racial, relicious ani political perzecuiees, of the Ii.5.V, or

for -making their contents available to the countries concerred t"nrou;;h their ‘
|
|

the Iebensborn or National Socialist welfare organisation for the ;
care of lsgitimate and illegitimate children, and similar agencies,’ |
rccards of linapped children, and above all records of concentra=
: tion camps in Cermany and countries formerly occupied by Germany)e
(4ii) Records or displaced persons consisting of UNEta and IR0 registra=
tion records (original registration cards knowm a3 B} cards,no=-
’ minal rolls, repatriation and resettlsuent lists, etc.). il

2. Ixploitation of documents.

A1l rev records originating directly from the above mentioned sources or
obtainesd thanks to arrgnzerments mace by National Traoing Bureaux'

liaison Missions are processed in the fallowing scctional

e

(1) Fewistration, allocation of allotment mambers, pariial analysis as
to category, mumber of pages and actual sourcep.
(iig Cataloguing rumerically and by locality apd filing,
Checking against Index Cords and against enquiry Cards on request
of Tracing Branch. :

a) Registration and Library Section.

(444







_ (b) Lroce:s

(a)

e e
4
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(1) /n "I.m-ntc.:',f Cord" alfordinz a full dezcripbion of the records

including the nurber of notlonalidies and of localities menbtioned
in 1% is made for ewerd docwsent except Cencentration Cpup Fceords,
and filed, .
(i1) Susjeet to aprroval of the Occupationnl Autherities, photocopies
> doowservs referring to matiomals of ome pard: f‘ulﬂ_ couniry or
CO'}C"‘lPiT!' 3111-'1(: individuals ore placed 2t the disposed of the
couniries concerred throuzh the r'sp; ctive Nation:l Tracing Burecu,

u/,p i'oole

Cn insiruections from Frocessing Section an Information Ca2& Jor each -

none (....o-'m location c::Lr&,': is typed for insertion in the Indbx,
Extracts or copies of docurunts for distribution to 1.3 are also mnde

currently by the Fool. .

Concentration Can st >

Concentration Caup rg.»o 4s held by I end thos: collected and -kept by

the Ud Zone u:.v.;.s:.cﬂ. OfMice consist mainly of oripinal records from

.-rUCJG‘a'Tfﬂ.Ld, Dachaf, Wlossenblry with the ariginel coxd imdicesof in-
nates, tozether V-':.‘Lh Tiles from CGrous-ozen Concentration Gacp Sten-

‘ desznt death req 18:.-::!‘5, ,_J.louocol;gca of latoweiler, inutliswoen, Ausche
viitz gaath rculsi.cr_. as well as aiscellancous copies of entry 1‘65131:{!::;: _
transfer lists, daily strenzth regoris of Con c;qtr.;.uion Comipg and .
lists of 3mv..'.forsa, elc,

_Q‘__L;D‘.".“a" Checiclny Seabion,
“his vection is responsible for checlting enquiries acninst the recurd
ard indices held in the Concentration Ca:.fps Section ond if'or oowmpiling .
final reporés which synthedise all infornation siven in vazious records
on-a particular pernon. not. —

liany reocords vhich se fer LL'LMG\H carded for the 3..1..5..(,-* Index .
are held in this Section and all t.m;h-&rles frow the Traeing Branch
are autamitically checkell azainat then

5

Docurents Inbtellirence ard Information Unit.
This Section establisnes ard kecys up Lo cabte for its ovn use ond

. that of hational Tracing Burcaux, a catnloine of all existing Concen=

(g)

'(h;

traticn Carmp records held by IiS, II3 and obher srenclis,

It collects all a-vnil ble infornation abo.t Concentration Crnmps

ard their Corrandos as well as on ._»ea.i.h Larches, in ovder to discover
the sc-tlered graves, 3

It keepa an index of Identity muntcers found on decoased immtes
of Concentration Camps Tor campsrison with the nure r;cal reoords of
the varicus Comps with a view to est:blishing the ..-u_ %ity of these
hitherto unindentified victiws of Naziam,

It erdeaveurs to cstablich Lhe stalus or cale cory of ail forrer
places of detention in Cerrany and tcrritorles Tarneriy occupled by
Cermnny (Cdtalo wue of Comps) with a view to supplying the Governments
vith the information they require for the paymint of compensations
and pcnaions. ; i : : s

ihotosing deetion.

'This beection photocopiea recards received on ioan; 1t rr.'.:‘n:e:s rhotoco=
pies of' docurcnts requested by hatioral Iracing Dureaux ai well as ‘of
individual records wihich accampaiy Ci.‘r‘t-ii*'l tr:'.cin;; reports and notifi-
cations of death.A ]i.:rur.,r o“f negatives is kept in case additisnal
oopies are requested. : _ &

Cartificate seection :

This section esial ylishes on recuest certificetes ol Incarceration

aid notitications of deail, wucnever a StandesniS deoth certiflicnte

cammol be ouvtaincd,

(1) vertificates of incarcernticn, bazed on docur:nbary evidence, for
forner imates of Cvacontration Usara are .n.;ul,/ Las..(.c. Lo 313,]11—
ced lergons who are thus wrovided with the prool that they =<
Concentration Camys priscners during the war, and may t.hi., ...b
priority in hnu\qration stheres, They are also isauved to Cermen rero

3 : . sccuteas,

. -
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who as victizs of Nazism may thus obiain pensions and priority of
employment, : .

% : . A -
(14) Vhen a legal Death Certificate is uncotainable (i.e, deceased

concentration camps immates), and the Interna-tiomal Tracing Ser-
vice can supply a substantial proof that the person enquired for

has died, a notifieation of Beath is issued tazed on reliable docu-

ments such as a Concentration Canp death register, if available

a Todesmeldung, a Camp Hospital records, or the original-Hoeftlings- !

karte ,on which the date of death may be found.
Notifications of death sivncd Ly the Director of the Intermational
Tracing Service and cdontersigned by the Liaison Officer of any .

. country cencerred, are usually only fervarded vias the National

Tracing Bureau¥ to the families who mey obtdin thus throush Courts
a legal death certificate, ) :

The documents held in Records Branch constitute ome of the most valuae

ble aids to the tracing of persons still missing as a Pesult of . .the wor,and
persons still in IP Camps, or who have emijrated. They are also of great *
help to Consular autharities wishing to check -inprisonment records of would-
be' emizrants. : S s : .

'4) Master Index

@) Index Branch (Appendix No.5) EOe -

_The Index Branch oconsist of two indicesi

1. Haster Index éﬂnquiry and Information Cards) - '
2, D.P,2 Index (Original Registration Cards of D.P.'s)

v

The Master Index, which constitutes a bridse between the Tracing Branch

end the Records Branch, assembles enquiry cards vnich are established in the

Tracing Branch on receipt of requests for traving, and information cards (alsn :

N I 4 Ty .
2 e PRI L S

called "K.L." or."Knovm Location" cerds), which are made out from doouments in

the Records Branch. Provided both categories of cards are made out with the .-

3
]
L]

utmost care and accuracy and are caaplete, the liaster Index should be the true
<y )8 »

image of all ITS archives.

each enquiry card the information card which answers that enquiry(meeting of

2)

The Master Index is divided into two scotions:

_b) The Checking Section

il} The Inde:{: to whith an alphabetising unit is attached

50,000-40,000 information cards arrive per week from Records Branch.

To facilitate their insertion, they are first put into alphabetical-

phonetical order by the alphabetising u:it. From 10,000-15,000 of
these cards £ind their place in the Index daily, and before insertion
all cords containing enguiries noj‘r' yet solwved, vhich may be in the

- Index in connection with the new information, are carefully examined

and in the case of a meeting, a report is sent to the Tracing Branch.

.

300-400 new enquirics proceeding from Tracing Branch (the original
enquiry letter: tozether with the corresponding card alrcady prepared
for the Index).are checked daily am regards to information and to
earlier enquiries for the same person. lere, too, the ocollected

. information is forwarded to the Tracing Branch. The original enqui=-

ry cards remain in llaster Index.

D.P.2 Index ; .
-The DP 2 Index consists of the first and original Registration cards of
displaced persons on entering a camp, One important fnotor_ in the

-

The aim of the work in liaster Index is to find for

oards) -

H
el |
LR |

1

4
2
i
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D.P. Index is that it 15 the place vhere proof for the date on which a
person received D.P. status is available, 4s is well xnovil, whias date is
-of great irmporicuce Jor persons vishin: 4o emivxrate, Checkin: is carried
2ut in the sane way s in the laster Index and often inTormaiion is
fourd whicih sives a cluc for furiher trocdn:, i

In the loster Index the curds are ¢classified 4n a phonetical-alphne

betlcal order instead of a purely algh=bebical onc. (The chan-e which
could only be made gradualdly lasted sewveral monsin Js The rules applicd
are based on actual experierce, Tius , in spite of the rany varietics
of spellings of similar nsmes fowrd in the various idicus represcuted,
-the cards pertaining to ore ard the same peraon, provided of course,

, the name is completcly aistorded, do finmlly coue together, waich any

i rigidly applies alphatetical system exciudes, :

] £) Child Search Pranch

. With repard to the Ch1ld Zeerch Branch, because of=the—fuct
4hot the questicn of unaceoupanied chiidren received a special atteution
on the part of the Gencral Council of In0 in auturn 1343, end that the
branch, with the exocpiion of administration, thous: undier the direot
supervision of the Dircotor, ojerated cuite indeperdently from the re-
mainder of IT3, no reference is made here to it. The reader is relerred

( : . to pages : in whioh in the history of that part of I.T.S3.
' organization, aoctivity and achieverents are narratced in full,
S g) Administrotion Lranch (Appendix 6)
; . The Administration Brunch is responnible at lieadquarters

.and in the Zone Divisions for all matters relating to personncl, trans-
rort, supplics (utilities, office servicej finence, eommnications,
i . travel, accamodation, billeting and meesing. :
Por the Mifilment of seversl of those functions the Dronch moine
tains permanent contacts with both Occupation and Cermnn iocal Authorities,

.

A The vears 1948 - 1045 = 1550,

¢ 1y A28

: At the close of the year the Dircctor of I.T.S. was able to make - -

”

-
i‘- the {following remarkss : .
() .. ™he ITS position is now well known all over the world and indisputed.

o

It is receivin: more and more of the coniidence of Covernrents ax
Iracing Agercies which it needs in order to accowplish dts task,
Closcr relations have been esiaHlished with National Tracing bureaux
of vestern Buropean coumiries most interested in the problem of the
missing, and impertant exchanges or leans of documentary evidence
‘have been made, o progress, hovwever, wms made during 1348 in the
direction of active coogeration with the rastern countries,

\

In the field of tracing ruch was accomplished in all rearccts,l.e.

3 a) the total centralisation of all tracing activities in
ITS Ik with fhe nacassary ard inevitab.ls recrganisa-
tion of procedures;
b) the ncw oricntation of the U.S, Zone Diviaion with the
major wei ht of its activities put on tracing in (he field,
hunting for documents amd the lecation of graves;

o) the settine up of n vew NDivision in the British Zone
with tasks identical to these of the U.5. Zone Divisicm;

d) the esiablishment of a larger Child learch Branch solely
responsible for the tracinz eni search for missing chil-
dren and the tracing for the yarcnts of unaccompanied

children;
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€3 the deve lopent of Fass Trocings ilwrouwh more nethodice checking
of lists of missing pcrsons in the 1P Asscnbly Centres, se
curin: the services of rore Cerran newsparers ard expanded
broadeasting faoilities;

£) the centralisction of all tracing cucstions with more amd
rare counvries through the unique chanrel of thedr Noticnal
Tracing Bureaux;

b

g) the taidng over of tracin: activities farmerly perforsed by

agengics such as the A.J.0.C.

s R,

A-8 resards the collecting of docwrnents, thedr eataloguing, procesaing,

photostatting, carding, a very considerable cmount of zateriel H: been

gathered or released to the IIS by the U. occupntion authorities, and

creat effforts are being made for an extensive carding of the=e docu-

rents, ;

The laster Index, the esgential functicn of which ia ie-weflcet aow

curately the contents o the doouments held and thus hosten the chece

king of the incoming enquiries, has increased considerably in voluze.
- The muber of cards, which &4 year ago was 1,876,399, waa increascd

in 12 months by 1,505,3,8 and totalled 3,381,742 on 31st DecembarisLs,

tCne of the major events in the year has been the planring of the exe

panded Child Search B ranch and the sgtablishment, for the aparoval

of the Gemeral Council of IR0, of a budret which would make it poasi-

ble to execute in one year's time the very difficult taal: of scarchipm

for the misainy non~Cernan childrens The granting by IU of a Child

Searoh budget of # 585,000 since 1at Octoger 1248 has increased the
funds of IT5 to appraximately 41 million dollrrs,"
’ The eteff, which, at the end of 1347 hed been 207, inm’e&écd in
the 12 months of tﬁe year to 1021 showing an extremely high twrnover which,
as one can well imagine, hod most detrimental effects on tie work. It amoun=
ted to 274 departures and L85 engazcrents. imong the departure sas that of
Yrc Roman Flohr, Deputy=Director and former Directar of the GiB, who resig=
ned in Septerber 1348, S el : .
. .48 to the wolu.e of the work perfcrved, a statisenl chartl is a2p-
penBed, (Appendix I-!c.?}-in which compara-tive figures are given for the
- years 1545-1950, It is felt in,dam spite of the inevitable drymss of a-my
accumilation of figm‘ea, as thizse statistics are broken dovm ond ac:tml“'yl
cover the essential grounds of ITsS' aotivity, as also they are accarpanied
by remarks meant to enlighten tia reader, that they will oconstitute the
most eloquent and easily read sunrazry of the work performed, The alterna-
t:i'.va could only have been a written description which would scem unbearin=

gly long to the readcrs.

2¢ 1343 \
The outstanding features of the year, as -iven in the Dircotor's

Fi

Armual repart; were:







8) The dnatallation of IT15/iTis dn

The conseguences of this long hoped-for move have been of great
Amportance:
i) throush the special corceniration of the various services, ve-

ry substanginl cconomies could be realised in all directions;

41) by having at last sbout three ties more office space, the stafl
wns civen acdequate woridn: corditions wivch had a ‘,,_,o_ efl’ect on
heaith as & whole and on the quality and quantity of work produced;

'444) with the assistance of the U...a. Army, who provided the neceasary

woed and equ:.n::m..., the dorundnts coull at last be disg.r@.ﬂ on
new shelvings ete, and the indices properly set up and éisplayed
which mude everything eccessible end rend Jered all checicings caai.er.

iv) it made possidle the transfer to Arolsen of o.;;_-re:n:.utcl;; 30 tona
of concentration camp original material, so far keyt in Zscline
gen in the U.S, Divisi-n, widch jreatly simyiificd the checkings

( : to be mdeAzainst it by hundreds every dey and perzitied, with
the new means obtained in perconnel, a moru rapid campletion of
iLn processing, sorting and ola.,s:.-.;,r:.nr"

v) arain, the larrer o;.(‘icc pace, the finnl availability of the
nuncrous typewritera which had been budsetied for over a long
period and tnc proger examination of the documenta which ruat be
carded for the Master Index, mode it noszible to do extensive

i ; * earding, This resulted in the insertion in the Master Irdex of

many hundreds of thousards of cards, with all the consequences

deriving therefram on the checkings and rending ous of reporta

v to enquircxs;

vi) finelly the larger office space allowed the T2 to imcrcase con=
siderably its 1:.-::1, renous rersonnel, While IRC I, Cereva, ace
cepted to give LTS a f‘c:r nev 1m.s:|.t10 far :1..*“""=1-mt.10'ul staff,
which vas fortuwately pessible within the dollar means at itno
disposali, a very c'amﬂ_'mrnole increase of the ceiling of the
Deutsche Inrks allocation to cover the salwrizs offthe indizenous

( " ! ; raonnel was granted expgediently by the U,3. Ceeoupntion auilho-
st Aoy ritics with the help of Ii0 Uperationr, Dad Kissinjene Thus,ths
e el _ number of indigencua stafl at I which was 335 on 31zt Decerlier
4 :‘p ' 198, was gradually mroucht up to 8.5 on 3ist Decezber 199,
LY

S The above observations nre made to show that if the considsrable
e expansion of the IS output and services, as shown in the present report, did
) . not ocour somner, it was solely duo to Lhe fact that material difficulties

.. made it i:r.poaaihle. S :

b) the installsticn of a Germon Civil Recistry Office
(Sonderstandesrnnt jnt Arolser

"/ln.! .Ju. Ty A—M'E ‘A‘hlpg‘.'t ane:

) to enter in a Deathbdook - as foreseen by the Gexman law-all
deaths which have Sccured in the war JEI""‘E) and whichiere not
. 8o far thus rejlsterdd, more particulary in the Gcnccntra.ion
Campa and their many Commnds;

b) to e:*abl;s‘n proper death occrtificaten for all such death coscs
whioh have not yct been ecertificd,

The crcation of this Cemman Civil Repiontry Cffice vas, of coursa,
of primary interest to the IS, bul the readiness of the CGerpan Authorities
to establish it end finmance tnia Cfi'ice, proves that the intercst of the







Cermans was equally great. The reason for this 42 irat infarcati-n relae

- mew German Goverrmeht prooulgating another, fto cover the three western %o-

s e

!
LAist
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tin; to deaths of Cerman nationals exinting in the Concontrati-n Camp do-
cuments held by the ITS were at last Lo becawe nocessible to the Cermana,
ext to the documents which are signed and stamped and can therefore
be made use of ty that Office, the I'"S has a very considerable amount of
papers which Yhr notes or sitns re Intiing to deaths and which constitute
strong presumptions that death aciually occumed, There is nod doubt thas
the Convention on declarations of death of missing persons now bein; propas
red by the United Nations Crganisa.tion and which will most lilely be con=
cluded and ratified by a 'numhcr of Governmenis in the pear future, will
confexr paramount importance to these rapers and that a very large propar-
tion of the declarations of death issued will be based on tlesc documonts.

The promulzation of a General Claims law (Viedercutmachun-s-esctz)

by the German Administration in the U.S. Zone and the probability of the
nes, have put the IS befare a new and highly important task. In view of
the fact ;cha‘; a preat murber of those who rcquire indermificatirn have not

; |
the proof's neceasary {o bacl: up their claims and beeause of the importarde it
i |

. of the information coll ected by the ITS, the latter is requesicd to fur-

ce ar with certificates of incarceraticom,

|
|
I
. nish those who address themselves té it, with copies of doocurentary evidene

A second Confererce of Natiomal Tracing Bureaux, convencd by the

Direotar, was held at the IS Hy on 1st to Jrd September, 1949. The Hatio=

nal Trooing Bewes Branches of Belgiwm, France, Italy, luxcubour: and the

. Netherlands, the rolish Red Cross, the French Zonal Tracing Burcau, the

CeCuGs, the French Military Goverrment and IRO U.S. Dritish and French
Zone were representeds ; -

This confleronce aiforded to the delegates the ppportunity-of & detaie l

led visit and an examination of the vork so far achieved. It also permite

ted the countries represented to stresa thelir most pressing requircments,
In reyard to the Stafl this heovy and highly productive jyeexr Las a-

gain been marked by an excellent marale an? spirit., At Central IU in the

Zone INs ard in the £icld, the zeal ard dcvotion of everyone hac been wore

thy of praise, The confidence placed in ITS by oo many Govrmaenis,by IS0
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and by the many thousands of those who count on it for the alleviation of

their anxicties, of which rurerous 1rools were gliven in 1949 is the hapyy

consequence of this sereral attitude of "service”,

In the same Anmual Report for 1249, the residual vork load of ET3 .

was evalunted as follows:
(1) Ceampletion of the exploitation of Concentration camnp documentae

1) Distridution throush photostat copies to the five westorn Luro-
pean countrles of the individual papers relating to, $heir notio-
rals - to be achieved by 315t July 1550,

, i4) Photostatting of same ariginal card indices, books and lists

I - in crder to preserve these dmvaluable orisinal documents agadnst

- ' deatruotion through constant use=to be achieved by 28th .
February 1551.

. (2) Reciatration amd recheck of ;raves in both U3 and Britidh Zoncs
( : on which several forelsn missions ccunt for the exccution of thaiy
-« ovm task, i.c. the exhuration an? repatriati n of bodics of their
deceased nationals = to be achisved by 30 Jumo 1950.

L, (3) Campletion of tha collection of Gerran Civil Admimdstreti-n docue-
: mentghich could be achiewed in the T.S. Some by 30 Jume 1350 o= '

vided the materinl not yet furnished fron apmroximately 16,500

sources (out of 123,000) is received before 31st March 1950,

, e in the British Zone by 30th June 1950 ifhome
of the new tarpets found cr still to be found ore explored.

(4) Processing of the Cerman Civil Aduindstration Docurents
J © from the U.3.Zongswith the present staff, this could be achicved
in 1355 only. : i

Srom the British Zone: this could be achieved by 31st Docermber 1550.

(5) Exploration and exploitation of special tarrots diccovered in both
: zones through £ield tracing officers (see Zone Divieion reports

{ . paze 26 and page 32).
! The time rcquired to carry out this wark camot be cvalmated,
\__., There ia no deudt, however, that the information availoble from the-

se new sources would be of peramount Interest to mmny Govermmenis,

(6) Supplying the German Civil Regletry O0ffice with the ordizinal docu=

. ments relating to deccosed immates of CC carmpa (220,000 names) the
rezistration of all naes in Sterbebuch dnd establichment of cor-
tificates of death; official registration by this CfTice of all
births which ocowmid in CC earps and in the Iobensborn orpanisae
tion; estimated timo required-5 years, i.e. to the end of 1954,

(7) Cardinzs
{) o CC material for insertion in the hster Index wivdeh will cone

stitute the laoct irdispensable phaze of cxploitation of thios mos
terial as it will preserve it araina$ tho dangors of wear and
tear, permit it to bo clasaified in the librory ond caspicte the
Laster Index; this will cmount to 3,700,000 cards and will ro-
quire o pericd of 12 momiha,

- . 44) IR0 records (movement and cobarkation lists ete.) will amcunt to |
appraximately 1,200,000 nomes and wlll require a period of L .
. monvhs. j |

111) Dritish Zonc; knowm Civil icministration Documents,2,000,000
nuces = 6 conths,







- ————— e

(48D .

’ =i20=

The carding of the above-mentioned material alone (exclu:‘iinv ape=

cial targets) will thus take approximately 22 months, i.e. 51 st
October 1951,

[

(8) Insertion of cords in the Master Index at the maximum rate of 400,000
cards per month.: " 3
5,5 million (3% US Zone, 2 British Zone) German Documents °
T ? » CC material o !
‘ 1,2 IEO
Total 10,4 millions, v‘h*nn will be achieved in 26 mnths i.e.
1st March 1952

-

(9) Supply of information. This will remain, for many years to oowe,

. the main task of the ITS, but the volume of‘ the wm:-k izwolvcd is

absolutely unpred:.ctablee :

(10) Preparation and publication of a general cataloguo of all the do-

cumeniary evidence relatinz to victims of the Nazi regime being

either in the Librery of the ITS or known to exist with various

National Tracing Burecaux or Apencies. ‘Such a cataldzue is a pres-
» 8ing need for IT3 itself and for all Gwem:ehts.

3
I ’ .
i

(11) Imntory of all docurents wnich will have to be transferred to a
*  successor apency or the Military Authorities,; or else destroyed,

(12) In order to estimate the residusl worklead of the Child Search

Branch, one must look again at its mandate, which is a follows:

.(a} to find. the children kidnapped by the Nazis and gther non-Ger-'
man children who have 'became :!i.;.plzced and umcccxapmned. as a,
result uf‘ the Warj % : -

{h) to identify these ohi;dren eatabl*sh their citizenship and

provide them with doamntation, | ! S5 pe _ I

(o) to bring them into communication with their pnrents or other
relatives, :

Tha task deacribed under (a) will be completed some time in 1950,

D

Repgistration Plan are ‘campleted, as a result of which e cxpecteJ
;%o register approximately 3,000 more children;

-(2) Outside of Germsmy, vhen all individual case records at pre-
sent held by the IR0 liissions have been consolidated at Chi
Search BEranch Headquarters and when the resulis of‘ the appeal for
goverrmental cooporation are on hand.

It is obvious, ho.'-‘ever that the ta;ks dcscribcd under (b) and '
(e¢) of the mrﬂate are lo'nu range ones, and cannot be completed in
1950, In order to have a c:mprehcnsiw plcturg of the residual pro-
blenm of unaccompanied children, one must look into the internmatio-
nal actions that heve taken place previously in connection vwith
this problem, An internatiomal agreement concerning the guardisne
ship of minors, which was signed in 1902, and ratified in 1904, 1s
. " atill considered valid. This is particulary intereating as Ger-
, many vas one of the signatories. This agreement makes provision
for the setting up of three types of rua:difmahip. .

(1) Cuardianship set up under the aegis of the country of which '
the ninor is a national :

(11) Guardianship set up by the diplomatic or consuhr ngent
in pocordance with the law of the oountry of which the mi=- °

nar is a nationmal. : :

. {111) Guardianah:.p set up hy the authoritiea ol the oountry in

"
\

3 1
" v ] N g

(1) In Germany, 'rJ'hcn the field investigations under the Limited =~ -
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videh the minor 4s residing, and in accordince with the lsenl law,
“he a recient provides that the se

e

ccond type of suardianship chall
tole place only in such 6sscs in which the law of the cotiry of
%Widch the minor s a mational wikes no provision for the setting
up ol ;uardianship for minors residin: in a foreins country. A
further condition to be cbserwved before this sccord type of guore
dianahip can be set up is tht no clsuse in Lhe lews -and resuloe
tions of the state in which the mirer resides prevents the set=
tin: up of guardianship by dipiamtic or consular avents of a
forein: raticn, 7The last type of guardionship shall be set up
only in such cases in which, for eome reason, neither of the other
two types is posaibla, : ’

The reason for the inclusion of this agreement ds-that it is
evident that the terms of this agreerent, or, for that matter,
of any other asrcement vhich provides for the peroanent soitle=
mert of the problem of unccarpanicd children, can only be applied
vhen the identity and mationality of the child is clearly esta=
blisheds In order, therefore, to provide the basis for a sottlee
ment of the problem of unoccompanied ehildren, it ia absolutely
necessary that the work of proper identification and documentation
of unacoarpanied children falling wikhin tho manddte of the IRD
be brought to & conclusion. e '
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3) 1250

The following observetions on the year 1.950 are extraoted from the
Director's Anmual Report:

"The three years of ITS' existence vere exactly like three seasons,
A spring (1948) where everything had to be put in its proper place, or-
ganized and reorganized, A difficult season, if only for the lack of per=
sonnel, the slowness of recruiting, the insufficiency of offices and means
of % transport, indispensable to tracing activities; season of plou,_.-:hmg-
where nearly the whole ficld to be tilled had to be turned over from one
end to the other; season of sowing where many seeds fell into hosltilﬂ
earth which hed to be conquered, but also sometimes to be abandoned; season
both promising end dangerous, where hopes and dcoeption::; were mixed, where
suddenly that which vas expeot:e_d would be fulfilled, was gravely imperiiled.

Thenceme the summer (1949) of ITS with ita first harvests and its nmore

-- @assured promises, its intcrnal and extern=l consolidation., While in Janua-
Ty 1548 the personvel only consisted of é'?o employees, this inoreased to

'_‘ 1135 on December 3gst of the same year and,specially due to the instal-

lations of the ITS in the Arolsen Barracks, .this mmber still increased
and thus reached 1789 on 31st December, As we said with a certain pride in

our Annual Report of last year, the year 1949 was marked by an intense y

- aotivity and by a remarkable output. The ITS did not, of course, live

through this summer without having to stand the many storms appropriate
to th-ls season:however, not only did lit. come out unscathed, dut even
strengthened, ; . .

Well may it be said that 1950 was the Autwan of the ITS, i.e. the ma-

gnificent season of the big harvests. Scarcely any exiernal difficulties

s

and utmost mobilisation of all energies to bring in as much as posaible

and to distribute all that which had been gathered. Season, where the

‘greatness of the previously accamplished efforts could be gauged, where we

received more enoouragements and expressionr; of gratitude than complaints
and critioism. Real autuumn, however, as in the middle of the harvest we
vere instructed by IR0 to trim and cut here and thore, which practically
put an end to the great activity of child search and, on account of hdk,

of means, to stop field tracing and the investigations necessary i‘or,ldir.-
: : ficult

i
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cases and as from March 1950 serve enquirers only with the information

fourd in the records and indices, "

The reader is again referred to the statistical chart appended, which

. gives an overall idea of the size of what was accomplished by the I.T.S. ¢

during the year 1950,
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1) The IS, a voor relative of L0 -~ Even before 1% care to life, the ITS

was mmnted child, Those responsible for tho uc‘..tin-—up of I'CIR0 hoped o
have nothing fhatever to do with tracing. It vas only accepted eventually

when the French Gove_rment: in particular made it a condition to their jJoi-
ning IR0,

After the child was born and accepted and all throuch Its life-timo,
it had permanently the feeling that IRO/f)s and member States locled at it

.88 a poor relative, This relative lack of enthusiasm apd care rei;lectea

itself in a great many instances, It had » Of course, many advantazes from
which the Director mostly bencfited as he was left ccaapletely free = after
the money had been made available to him = to organize his Service, set up

'1ta policies and procedures, make his own contacts at the highest levels,

eto, Independance based on total éonfidﬂnce is always enjoyable and, when
given so freely, it is a matter for same pride and mmch thankfulness.
Howawr the dra.wbac..u end ill-consequences of such lack of interest
have been too sericus, when major icsues wera to be dealt with - such as the
span of life of ITS under I.RO not to be mentioped in this historiecal no‘t.e:.

But before doing so and at the autset the reader rust unierstand that what

ds said here is essentially the ctprc*;ion of a deep regret and not a criti-

odam., Proof of this is no doubt tm‘ fact that the personfal relations bete
ween the Director-General, the Deputy-ﬂirectcr Cemoral of IR0 and the Direce
tor of the ITS could hardly have been friendlier than they were gl?:(:nﬂ:reo
years, althouch the feelings of the latter were more than once very éxprossed
to-his chiefs, )

PCIRQ/IRO, & huge m-::an:iz.mfim with a budzet of 155 millicn dollars =
one million of which was ITS* share, hod eyes only for Resettlement, eto, ;
and 444 not knowr more than WRAA what Pracing was far, how it vas done, what
it vas leading to, how huge and inportant it was for millions, It,'.ms oongi-
dercd as a liability inherited from the predecessor, while it could have
'been discovered t6 bo a yreat asset if both UNRPA and IR0 had studied the
cormeotion between CID, then ITS and the welfare of IFs, Vhile the [Pa
were given food,shelter, rusical instruments by WRNA/IN0, they received

from IT3 (CTB), scmething for more important to them: news of thair fomi-

liea, possibilities to reunite, proofa permitting them to have their eivil







* status officialily rceco:nized and their olaima 'e.‘r;ainst the Cerman Govermment

. undisputably backed up with documentery evidence,. In eligibility mbters,

- e | 485

for instance, had IR0 been uware of ITS posscssions, its wark would have beep |
imsnscly .;i::nlii‘ie.i. I ' '

Hovever, the Dircotor of ITS i‘ailetl to imbuf, witn,hs ovm unshakable

A

-oonviction, those who nad the means and pover to stir end corvince the General

Council of IR0 that the major intorest of the wictims of the Nazis = for whoa
the ITC was working (IPs and pr.a.aomrn) = anl of their Goverments, '--na that

the ITS remain under IN0 as lonu as ever poa..u.bla. Thua when IkD's uxiatctwa

' was prolonged in 1945 for a ficst st.,,plc.—mntary -per::.ud. of nins montha g B i '

budget of some 55 million dollars wos presented to the Ceneral Council e

'to acomplia‘z ver:f nearl; the 'rrhale if not the mhom of ita ossentinl tas'.t.a,, 2

‘Gansral, on 11th Cotober 1950, anmnounced that he had succeeded in his magoe

which no provision had been made i‘c:r 1;1‘5 L.a. I1f-aaa the Diraotor a nor‘vimjmu
that had the Directar-Genoral knovm t.hc ITS and its value, ho .wc:_!ﬂﬂ have found
the nr:;unenta and words necessary to inf'lwncé and even change the negative
attitude of the menber States ‘of IRC vho were aguin st spending any money for

$te: The ITS would nat have been erippled 'by the acvere run-down wished by _ |
the General Council in KEarch 1 50 and with an n.dditioml and comparatively i

" very small financial effort, -in would have been able = until éeptem‘mr 1951 = |

Under the ci. c\...atmen ard of neceasit.y saz of the work exccuted by
the I73 cculd only ke less goold and same would h;va to hc campletely- left -
ﬁndrme. Next to that because of “ha tnmsﬂ.r of the IIS tc the Allied High

Commisgion end of tha uncertainty of the future, valuzble nr;a irreplnceable

stalf will leave tho ITS ard thus greatly threaten its activities,
That thr indiflerence towards the I‘"‘S was unanimous in Cencva s mﬂ ¥ e 8

in the G-cneral Council is boest illustrated the fact that vhen tho Dmotcm-o e

tialions anl that the Allied g Camaissite ind acoepted to fako over the
ITS on 1at Jaw 1951 ar amc time a.st.er, no ong realized that thore waula

- never more be une word seid about the I3 in the Ceneral Coumil ‘and not one

-ninglﬂ word of appreciation or evcn yride W ‘ul;tcred for the work and the

' suocess achieved by the lact "_hut IS child, with its at onc tine one million

dollars and 2 million Deutsche Marks yearly buiget and its 1760 ezployees, .

: {
2
A
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2) The consequences of the "decentralization” operated in the Sprins of
1°L7 by ULEihe %

The 1fzacy from UNZRA wms an extremely heavy onme, the worst aspect of

; _ it being the consequences of the decentralization UNRRA had been compelled
_ ' by eircumstances to execute in the Spring of 1947, Sizqéul‘:amoua];f to the
reduction of the staff fram about 400 to 40, the CI‘B‘mu crdered to send baok |
to the Naticmal Tracing Bureaux all the cascs st11 unprocessed as well as
all original clom..ments concerning their nationals. Through lack of care and
beocause of the urgency, enormous amounts of papers wore crated and sen.d to
the Natlional Traoing Bureaux and often to the wrong oncss The IITB, totally
unpxjepared and unequipped to deal with this avalanche , stored .avay what they
had thus received, As :; reoult and as soon as tha IIS was established, all
of them irundated it with enquiries on which the crates - wostly unopened -
N they had 4in their cellars ucr;taizaed the answers, The ITS thua nuffe:ﬁed far
" at lesst a year and half through losing most valuable time in dealing with
matters already setiled and discovering that it was lacking doouments with
3 whioh its predecessor should never have pﬂ-:I;tC&. i

\3) - Budget .
Inevitablg, in such a huge crganization as Iho,'with its heavy and
Rrperoautious administrative machinery, the obtenti;:n by the Direotar of
ITS of the final np?rml by IRO of his bwﬁgct eatiu-atén voe an extremely
a . long affair, \ 353
O, : a) First of all, limitations were imposed upon the Director right from

the beginning when he was begzged not to budget for over £ 150,000 per year,
\ - and was left totally ignorant of the gradings commonly granted in tha remaine
der of IR0 operationss Thus was h.e of necessity ccn@el'l.cé Lo present an '
establishment which comprised less employees than he had -p:lnmmd » With grades
(salaries) which were lower than many of %8s specialized Jo‘sa in the remain-
der of IR0, This cc:ntributedfﬁn rendering the ITS effectively the poar rela-

tive in the eyes of many IR0 employces working in Germaky, nnali led these, in’
furnishing T¥S with this or that port of the logistical support, to actual=

ly treat it as such,
b) “hen established by the Dircetor, the cstimates were corutinized in

Genova and ofteh reduced arbitrarily by the Administrati-n who could not

properly understand the justifications given far the increases budgetted, _







‘for transfers which they obtained with upsradines) whioh did not permit tha

O

A A3 |

Eventually, however, affter weeks and montha and further justificationd and
appeals, what had been asked for was granted, But precious tipe had gone
and new and more pressing needs were to be met without deady delay. A pers

‘petual and harassing fight which the Dircotor had to lead mostl,,r himsef*,

The delays which thus occured affected the wark in many oampartments of tha
IL-:: all the more so that, when at last granted, the new staff otill had te
be recruited, the new vehicles or machines to be bought for the IS or re-
leased to it by another mission oﬂ IR0, In both cases, and in spite of mmch
goodwill everywhere, a very long process indecd under whioch the ITS necas-

sarily was aléme the victime This was possibly more strikingly cvident 4in

- Child Search, for which one year's special effort was to be mede .with a bude

get as hizh as ¥ 585,000, It took months to recrult .50,'-5 of the staff and
even more to get the vehicles which were indispensable to this. staff for its
work; aﬁd when after nearly a year and half it was decided to liq;uidnte |
Child Search, its approved astabli...hmen‘c had not y‘et been filled, :

4) The stafe ' : =3

a) As was 8743 under 3) above, the grades in ITS ostablishment were as .

& ruls lower than in IR0 operations in Germany (several stafl members asked

' recruitment of the quality staff that was needed, -

;bJ In view of the special qﬁﬂlifications required for Ieadim_',fthe V-

- rious pperational branches of the ITS, more than in many departrents of IR0,

every new recruit for a responsible ar an averagely sikilled position reces-

sitated several months of training which grcatly sloved up the work, Con=-

sequently every departure in that personnel represented a major loss,

0) As ia known, about half of the responsible staff and other olerical
staf{ was made up rospectively of DPs with local staff status and ordinary
care IPa, practically all of vhom were candidates for enigration, Next to thee
ge, one half of the elerical staff were Germans who vere Just as unstable, be~ .
in; tempted by more permanent Jobs in the Cermsn econamys Thus the ITS conge'

tantly suffered from most heavy and dancercus fluctuations in mearly 4,/5 of

‘dts pcreonnele In 139, for example, the turnover was as follows for a staff

which atead:ly increased betwecn Jamuary when 4t was 1135 and December when

it totalled 1758:
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' : Intermitional Iggal Inligenous Total -

- ‘Departures , . 26 y GO 2 598
; Nominationa o BL 75 780 956
Total 107 135 1092 1334 0
L : ; fxnas =xas | mom=a magns =

5) IDS installations

. :
One of the greatest diffioulties ITS/iiYs particularly was faced with
was thab of the localities it had for the execution of its warke Similar
‘ ones,’ however, loas serious and more quickly overoome vere aJc;pn.-znr'.’mmr:oaaJ in

the zoral offices and in tho fleld.
The lack of adequate ‘oi‘i‘ice Bpace et Arolssn, -cmxp'l'ed wi‘.:h extrems
airficultics to get proper hesting, Jicht, paper and otber office furniturs,
| -. ok . - Wood for tables anar shelvings, etc. Was an acute problem fox over a year apd '

e G, " half, The service vas spread in five différent buildinps wide apart from

PR

, anothsr and totnlh imucqunte in size and equipremt. The consequences wre
" that doounents (concentrntmn camps mostl,,r) which should have been contrali=
zed in Arolsen had to remain in tho T Zome Division 4n Esslincen, vhich
greatly i.rcp-éded the ﬁheal;ing against them of enquiries as m}:l as th}oir o=
; : pe.r displey end carding, and also that the dooumentary murﬁ% either
S stdll umxploite& or difficult of accesa, that the olericai gtalf could not

R passiblv be' increased to accclerate the cutputs

i e M B o e Bt el ol Pt i e

e i ' In spita of the help given by Civil Affairs Diviaion, EUCQ, and also

7~

of IKO Gperntiona » and of several sttempts made by the Directar to move ITS/H
! tu- i : 111 a more sultable place than Arolsen, nothing wos founﬂ. Thus ITS had to

’

T T

| S - ' atrugglﬂ along until lay 199, when at last the Arolacn l{nserm was relsased

by IKO itself and ITS could move ine As an immediate oonsequnme s the Con-

RN A e e, T

centraticn Cemps mterial could be tmnafarrad froa naslin;on. -A large Tyu
. ping Fool coul& be oreated, the Mastor Index could be given tha spaca it men

ded for its a:xpanaion. The staff at Feadquarters whichshad been 509 in Je-
vary 1949, aoulu‘l be iscreased fram month to month to 976 in Deocuber 1943,

N e W

which brousht the output of IIS to an unprecedented height in qunntity
A

‘and qualit}'.

6) Relations with ‘agtern Eurovean Countries.

2ish A mnjor problen for TS all throush its lifetina bas boen the total

[

mponuibility for 1t to establish amr relations with the Eastern Europoan ,
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procecded o Varsaw and Krakow early 4in 1948, Important records pertaining
Mittelbau, Dora, Gross-Rosen, etc, were thew shown to him by the Polisch Red ‘

Cross.!He was then also promised that any mission sent by ITS to Poland would

.aases £iles of former Concentration Comp irmates fram the then prevalent /30%
& I X »

' the misaion returned empby~handéd to Arolsen where the Direotar had. to recall .-

it as 11; had found no one’ in Warsaw who would allow it o do what 1% had coms

of cooperation in the fiedd of pure tracing from the National Treoing Bureaut
i : |
' of the Eastern countries, But again, the results remained practically nil, ! .

"For instahce ‘several thousands of enqu:.ries vere sent to the Information Of-

'Gz.ouhoalovalda did the 1"'5 early in 1951, receive quite an imparfant mmber

o

=129 - AT
countries. This grave question has remained unsolved in spite of the many
attempts first made by the CIB and repeated by the ITS, Thus has the latter

been unable to have acceas t6 the documentery matcria.l on Concentration

PR L e L

Camps, death marches ard graves, known to exist in the Soviet Zone of Germany

as well as in Czechoolovakia and Polard, . ! r
One of $he attemps made when there were good hopes of getting copies
of most valuable documents from Poland was made by the Director of IZS who
to Concentration Camps such as Ausschwitz, Stutthof, Gd.anﬁk,‘Bucﬁemmld,
be permitted and even helped to photoé:opy any such doouments still missing in :

ITS' collections. This would h:iva increased the possibilities of closing open

to 90% or even‘ more. After the m:n;y months necessitated by its p.reparat'iun

_and with the help of the Office of mo in Varsaw, who had listed the Tecords ’,

to be copieﬂ a mission was eventually sent by road to ‘Warsaw in February 191.-90

iIn the absence of a auitable employee fram ITS the mission vas headed, with [:..

the consent of the Dutch Government ard the approval of IR0 i, Gemv:a., by uiajox'

5

van Ba.zmin,_, z Dutch Liai,aon Officef attached to ITS H}. After thirty f‘ivu daya 22

vt e

%o do with the full epproval and due entry permits of ths Polish a.u'chorities._r"

unny attempts were also made, all through the yeara,' to get same kind

D b i e

Pt

fioce of the Poliah Red Cross, noting. as Iilatianal Tracing Bureau for Poland. o

However, ﬁth rare a;,cepticns , the replies received were negativa. Only from. |

Y e

of valusble replies to enqu:iriea which had been sent to Pragm during 1949

e

a;rd for which all hope had been g_,iven ups ' | 6
|

§ ?) The attitude of the ccuniries h.'wim' Linison }dasions attaoched to ITS/HQ

Richt haol:, since the days of phe CIB, geveral countries, mostly mtcrel;-'

. ted in the tracing of miasin? on account of ‘the Josses they had suffered during -
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@ . the wnr yeara, had a ILiaison mission attoched to the Service, Tm;n%sm there
essentially to act as-interrediaries between the 1‘:'3 anl the respcnsible
i‘iatibnlnl Tracing Bureaux, their pz'ascllnc'e permitiing them to sgreen the inf'c:x-—-
mation intendsd far their country and thus either eventually eliminate that
“whioh Was no lonzer needed, or maoke sure that zhat wns to be passed on was
correct and corplete. Next to the French, elgian, Dutoh, limombours and
‘Xtalian tracing mdéssions who lssted right up till 1551, t"'.c';c vere also Czech,
l’oljjsn and Yu"as'l.av missions who hovéver, u.ved no lonzer than the CTB, -

S e ; ‘Quite 105:’;::.;.113* parmps ord with the time, and nlso beoause of the
threat that the II3 would olose down soon; the lda.ie-on ¥4 esions at tun'w% o
the IIS tock tho view that thé Service should serve them first and “‘orcmom

; ( """ apd even serve them lf'.r‘f;clusiwl; )

: s heir inaictcpce in that dircotion and thelr ngicﬁ threats if 2]l

— tl.-oir demands at Aroleer.. were not S.z:mc‘lia..ely met, took tdnbenrsble rroporilong.

‘ " Though fully avare of the V’l].:l.dlty f the claims mwe and prepared to go a !
long way to meet thiscdemands, the Directar of I':.o was forced to remind thase -

missions apd their mandatories that, as an iﬁtérn::tiunul asém:; and 0s a part .

" oft. IRO the ITS5 could not 'poé!sibl,y reglect the scnrii:ea.it. had to rerder to o i

]

‘~those IR0 was _proteo..in” even though or rather preciscly beaause, th&y had no

Gmrmunt to look after them..nwrtuany and after ILI.IU firhts which were tM !

source of much worry was it pocsible to' so crganize the work that pricrity rwld
(.7 'be given to the cases of Westorn Eurcpeon Natdctals without harming the inte= - :E

" -

rast of the others,
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19,5 1946 197 19,8 1949 1550
I.ADULT TRACING u.u }
1) Enquiries received 52,258 296,437 354,689 502,810 4,54.390 535,346 .
en inorcase of - 241,179 53,252 48,121 51,530 89, 956
2)
2) Replies sent 2,550 19,139 96,196 134,776 164,850 228,832
an increnso of = £7.539 L47.057 38, 530 30,07 63, 962
3) Reports sent out - = - 10,066 L0, U0 105.470
an incranse of - - - - 30,07, 65,330
;.} 8) of those,positive :
findings wore - ‘e - 5,01 18,01 26,797
en incroasec of - - - - 15,000 8,783
b) ncgativa - o = 3. %06 15,685 59. bob
: an inoroase of - = - - 12,379 13,991
o) interinm - - - 1,746 [VA] 16,997
an_increase of - - - - 4y 695 12,556
d) of ail the positive a)
i)found elive - - - . 3,008 10,807 15,426
en inorease of o= = - R 7799 Ly619
41)found dsad - o - 2,006 1.8°7 11.371
an .._.uouwmuw of - - - - 5,201 4,16
3
k) closed cases - = - 12,3512 89,948 223,283
an inorcase of - o - - 71636 133,335
5) registercd cases - - - &850 123,269 220,303
en inorease of - - - 83,119 92,034

APEENDIX 7

1) All unprocessed enquiries at
the monent of CiB's decentral=
isalion were sent beck to the
NHIBs ooﬂoonnaa,.

2) The difference with 1) is duwe
partly to the ebove=-menticned
decentralization, but also to
the fect that CTY dld nol in=-
vestigate snl that a conslderable
nuzber of early enquiries hod
their sutomatio solution fhrough
the return of the missing peraon,
A1l swh enquiries which in the
meantims had not been repsatsd
end against vhich no informaticm
had cone to hond,vore considered
as obsolete in 1950,

3) Positive reports, obsolote
enquiries, enquiries returned
to IT3S as the enquirer could
not be found et the address

given,’
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111, INDEX

E ® B, L. T S
1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950
II. CHILD SEARCH & TRACING _ z % : . since L53

1) Enquiries received e - 17,087 22,31 22,613

sn increase of - - - - 5,271 299
.mu Enquiries solved - - - 1,745 5.369 "7 . hTB

en increase of - - - - 1,62} 1,539
3) Unacoomp,children losated - a - " 18,817 21,758 22,985

an increass of - e - . - 2,951 1,217
)Cases solved by locating : _ oy

relatives - g - 5. 036 5.583 . 6,002

an increase of - - - - - 5h7 319
1) Number of cards.in Index 3 B

(Master & Eumui 20,250 651,173 1,876,499 3.381.747 6,010,117 10,538,358

an_increase of 5 - 635, 92 261 2,652 98

5 . :

2) Number of cases - - - - 3.735.908  5.793.393

an inocreass of - - - - : - 2,037,485

of these casest . .

information only: - - - - (92,07%) 3.439.17%  5.461,103 (9,26

enguiries only: - o - -( 6,175 M\S.mommv 208,993 ( 3,61%

_meetingss - - - - ( 1,76% 65,926 123,297 ( 2,13%
3) Baguirten cHAked ” “ - 42,365 . 11,203  183.585°°

an increase of - - - i 72,382

68,840

L) Master Index:Made out of
*  @ards typed with nemes
of persons sought for,of
engquirer and persons on
whan infomatiom was foul
in documents,

DP2 Index: Cards on DPs

under [{RRA and IRO ocare,

5) Persms known in Index
through information or
enquiry cards, or both,:

6) 224 of all enquiries
received, .

7) This very high figure
confirms remrk 2),0n
nearly 55 million persom
no on8 has made an en=
quiry either beocausa tho
returned home or else
because whole familieas
disappeared end there is
no ona left who can

7) . enquire,
8) 37% of all enquiries
recelwd,
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1945 1946 1947 19,8 1949 @50 9)" a)Documents were also receive
= ed from 147.559 sources
IV. RECORDS > . 9) (German Civil Administratia
Y) Doouaents received - 1.897.870  5.549.647 6,783,647 8,672,098 12,410,145 in the U3 Zono)containing
(Hames contained therein) . uncownted names,
en inorenss of - - 3,651, 777 1,23, 000 1,883,451 3, 738,047
10) h : han 8ddition,approximtely
2) Documonts distributed v ; 1.370,000 individual recordi
(namos contained therein) : end 721,000 lists and regis!
by Hls: - 1,228,199 12,076,596  15.302.713 18,234,119 20,583,180 ers with uncounted nsass
by 1S Zona - 8,034 359 4 were recelved from the US
an inoresse of - - 2,834,038 ' 3,213,117 2,97 406 2,299,061 Arny sfter the War Criminall
trials,
3) Cards typed in Pool -  no xcoord 148,126 1,467,924 2,239,508  3.2,7.1.32
en incroase of o - - 1,019,788 821,59 957221, &qu figures are availeble fo
%) Rastiir 4 the British Zone for the
oertio arcers : ears 1945«19L7 when the
requests - - - 810 6,497 11,023 Muwﬂ.u# w_..n.ba Search Bureau
an increase of - o - - 5.687 74526 wea not controlled by WIRRA
or IT3. The incraase in
Cortif.issucd - - - 722 L.279 12,9.8 1950 43 partly dua to ths
Negotive replies - - - 88 3,028 8.382 rechock of the 1946 returns
; submitted by the Germons,
5) Doath cort.requests - - - 233 1.383 6,352
#a increase of - - - - - a7 3813 10) In 19461947 tho CTB made
general distribution,bus from
Death cert.issued - - - : - 224, 1,578 1948 oavards 1T2 distributed
ITS Hotifications of _ ’ _ _ only to tha five Vestemrn
denth issued - - - 163 571 683 European MNI3s,hence the £o3l
Negotive roplics - - - . 10 288 32933 off of the figures,
€) Thotostat coples made : _ Dons side centractord.
g - o records 42,876 50,147 w20 pazs ) D tyousd .
en increcse of 16,571 72,840 22,983

. + 670,00011)
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1945 1946 1947 19,8 1949 19%
V. ADIINISTRATION SN @ e ) 0
1, Cost in dollars - g 270,000 627,809 786,261 4,0,000
8n inorease of - = - 357,809 153,452 - 346,261
2, Cost in Deutsohe ;
e ldarks — bl - HOMHO-m$ NnUkWu.ﬂ..ﬂN M.w‘aog
an inorease of - - - - 1,138,592 150,528
3., Personnel 80 287 267 _ 1,135 1,789 i.,on
an inorease of - AP =t - 127 868 654 - 718
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IRTZENATIONAL TRACING SERVICE S
U.S. ZONE DIVISION
APO 154 : U.S.ARVY

HISTORY OF THE U.S,.Z0FE TRACIEG BUREAU

GEWERAL

The histery of the U.S. Zone Division of I.T.S.
begling in reality with an Order of the Combined Dieplsced
Persons Executive, which was lssued in July 1945. This
Order established the Ccntral Tracing Bureau for Germany
gs a Militery Instsllation respoheible 10 the Combined
Displaced Perzone Executive. The CDPX sssumed the
| responsibility for developicg and directing a Centrsl

Record Office snd a Centrsl Tracing Bureau end for the

- coordination of all entrustsd Organizatione, including

: ( & their personnel snd resourcee, antil such time that the
S "responsibility could be transferred to UNRRA.

The U.S. Zone Tracing Buresu, which was to work
in elose ccoperation with, but not under the orders of
the Central Trocing Bureau wss established and developed
5 on the basis of 4 documente which are 3

va) CORC/P(45)54 "Estoblishment of a Misaing
Persons Tracing Service™ as approved by .
Conclueion 105 (CORC/:(45)8. 15 Septemver 1945.[‘1

'V b) Letter "Conduct of Searches by Cerman authcri-
ties in connection with United Nations Citizens :
9USFET AG 014.12 GEC-AGO, B January 1946. \

( ? ,//b) Letter "Conduct of Sesrches by German suthori- .
: . 4d4es in conrection with living United Natlicgps =
orphaned children® ONGUS AG 091.4(CQ).25 March 46 -
afft S =25 as amended by letter, same subject, origin and
i AR : file 7 May 19456.

(:) Agreement as to the relationship of UNREA end-of
the Commsnding Ceneral, USFiT, in the US Zone of
Germany J.C.S5. 1594, 7 January 1946. .

In principle the functions of the Buresu weres

1. Receive, record, collete, evoluate and disseminate
the informstion secured as a result of searches
by German suthoritiee (b and ¢ above).

2. Direct delivery of informstion from "single
notionslity" documente to Government or National
Tracing Buresu concerned.

_ ; 3, Formard to CTB documegnie relating to urnkncwn
[ naticnalities, stotelees persons or "multiple
|| nationslity® (severel natiopelities listed in

single
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aiﬁglc documents).

4. Collect lists or decuments of living DPs and forwsrd
' them to {73,

5. In gd’iticn the Buresu wae cherged with the collection,
evaluation, maintenance of individual "name filee" on
each child (reperted by Germans).

6. Diceeminstion of informsticn on children to suthorized
Agencies only, which weres DP Branch FUCOM and Publie
Welfare Offices Mil. Govt.,

7. Delivery of all documents and informstien ccncernlng'
Germane to appropriate German Tracing Service.

Bs Processing of all enjuiries for Individusl Germen
naticnale to approprinte Germsn Tracing Service.

It ie interesting to note that OMGUS Berlin, se late as
June 1947 had fsiled to graep the importance of centralizcd
records and thst, hod their reccmmendastion been accepted, ITS
would be unable to enswer o single enjuiry from records. |
Among the functions which OMGUS deemed inappropriate to the

.U,S. Zone Bureau were 3

Building up or maintasining 2 Records "Library".
All dccuments ehould be "self liguidating", being
either dclivered direct to the Government or Nasticnsl
Trecing Bureau concerned or to the Central Tracing
Buresu, the letter Buresu maeintsining reccrde only
¢f "unknown netiorality™ or "etatelss" percons, onl
until coples can be eent to all llational Tracing
Buresux or allied Governments (OMGUS ccnference at
EUCOM called by Col. Abbott on 4.6.47.)s It was
alec propossd at the seme time by the same QLMGUS
0fficiales that the German euthorities eet up "a
central Agency to receive, collste, evaluasta snd
dizceminate the information acquired by the Buresu®,

It ie seen from this that the U.S. Zone Buresu slmost |

from its beginning wae opersting under a sericue hsndicap

becouse its policies were developed by s number of suthori-
ties who did not agree with each other. It will also be

seen that the Allied suthorities in setting up the Tracing
Buresux in the occupied territoriee, in the £all of 1945,

hod forgotten to precscribe for the gathering snd exploitation
of the documents which were to becoma the most important in
tracing, thet is, the originsl Concentration campe recorde.
Only on January 8, 1946 did the occupation suthorities order
tha German officisls to deliver to the U.S. Zone Buresu the
liets or documents of Non-Germans, whoe hsd been in the U.S.
Zzene snd had been recorded by the German Tivil Administration.

Nothing
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Nothing wse dcone even at that late date to secure Con-
centration Campe decuments, which were etill in the hands

of War Crimee Teems or other organizaticns. If the group

of people or agencies, who were to occupy Germany, had

‘fully understcod the problems of tracing and had fﬁrmulated
a8 egneible plan of opersticn, based on & clear understanding
¢f the demands which were t¢ be made on the Tracing Bureau
in the years which must follow liberstion, had this Bureau
been' given recognition by the Allied Armies and cecured the
prestige and the power, which only such recognition can give,
the story cf Tracing in the Zones and at ITS HQs would have
been 8 different one. Tracing would lcng ago be completed
and sesrch for documents would have been unnecessary.
Fricticn culminating in the loss of many recorde would nct
have existed. '

o

( : Inetead, and because no definite policy hsd been
e * established and enforced,‘'a number of emall-Buresux were
87 permitted to epring up, esch one relying cn the suppert = -
of some Occupyihg Authority for ite right of existence.
_Not only were these Buresux bound %o fight easch cther
-and to resist as long ss possible UNRRA's effort to bring
"~ them under its ménagement, but they wsre sleo bound to
commit many errore which were due to poor management and
to the unfortunate sdvice which they were often given by
their eponsors. While the U.S. Zone Buresu was still
powerlese tc'request documents and certainly to seize
them and had no power to contact and deal with German
e ' guthorities, many Organizgtiene Epreﬁg up to trace their
* naticnale or all naticnele. Irdividusls of foreign
ccuntries, who hsd remsined in Germeny, set up Inferm«tion
Offices, sometines to cover by a shcw of zeal their former
unesvoury conrections. Thus at the beginning-much infer-
msticn, more or less relisble, wse traded arcund snd Germsn
ocfficiale were literaslly pestered by semi offiecisl, allied
T or neutrai Orgsnizsticons which oxrdered them to write li:=ts
or ferwerd doecuments. Concentration Camps recorde seized
by the Armies were in many cases impounded cr left in the
care of former inmates of these Camps. Bons fide Netionsl
Trecing Bureaux, opersting in the Zones through their '
national cgente, were cutting through Zcne lines eo thet
a Buergermeister would sometimes receive the snme request
for informstion from seversl scurces. Church and naticensl
representatives of DPs were also regueeting infcermaticn \

from the
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from the Germans in letters which bere haetily made officisl
gtamps. There were Latvian Committees, Turkish Committees,
Spanicsh Committees, Bulgsrian Commiseions end many, many
cthere, which in some cases consisted of cnly cne enter-
prizing men. It wae unaveidable that all- these Committeee

ehould create confueion and resentment among the German
officisals, ;

The U.S., British end French occupying fcrecee became
aware of thie by the end of 1945 and finally iesued orders
which were to centralize, chsnrel and direct tracing efforte.

| In the U.S. Zore the Order was issued on January-8, 1946 by
‘ ; ) USFET, but great damage had already been done by that time
' and deepite these orders requeete for documents end lists
continued to come to thg German authoritiee from many
scurces. Gradually the German Officiale placed themselves,
( g0 to spesk, under the protection of the UNRRA Bureau'of
= Documents and Tracing which was empowered by the USFET
./ : Directive of January B, to receive all inform=tion en
foreignere in the Zone and these German suthorities
rercuted to the UNRRA U.S. Zone Tracing Buresu many of the
requeete they received from other Tracing Agencies. Thue
the U.S. Zone Bureau had to infcrm foreign Miesicne and
Committees, on occeesions, that they muet follow established
chennele and this masde the Zone Buresu and UNRRA very
unpopular in certain guarters. O01ld correspondence shows
ehort tempers snd perhszps 8 lack of diplomacy on the part %
.0f UNREA Tracing Bureau officiale. Witneee this note'by the
Deputy Director of UNRRA Trecing Buresu in Wiesbsden,
written across g regueet made by the Senicr French Liaison
Officer for a copy of the German Prison records of an
important French Official :" Mr. P.-has to get his reports
tprough channele just like everybody else".

The USFET Order of January S, copy of which will be - \ :
found in the appendix, directed the Germsns to forward to -
the U.S. Zone Bureau almcet all the infermaticn they hed
on Non-Germsne hsving lived, worked or died in the U.S.

Zone ¢f Occupaticn, but it was =oon discovered that the
Germanes could not forwsrd all the infermstion becsuse many
of the decumente from which thies information had to be
extracted had becn seized by the Occupying suthorities snd
were etered in meny places to which the Germanes had no

5 | longer accees., There were tone of documente in the.cffices
of Militasry Government Specisl Branch. Liaison and Security

\ Officers
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Officere felt responeible for these and leooked with
suepicion upcn anycne trying to borrow theee recorde.

There were also many tene of dccumente in cellsre and
attice of Germsn official buildings, which were now
cccupled by troope. Many of theee decumente were
destroyed, burned or thrown out of the buldings by soldiers
who did not knew what they were. - Many documents were asleo
etored in Cempes of DPs and used very bsdly during the years
1945 and 1946,

' When the USFET Order was given to the Germane, many of
them did net understand it, although each Land issued itse
own Directives based on this order. In Wiirttemberg-Baden
fer inetance, the’ Germans decided to write individual csards
inetead of lists and te a certain extent succeeded in doing
this. - Esch Lend reported in its own way although it
fo}lowed the general lines.of the Order with the result
that Categeriee were listed differently, some by letters,
gome by numerals. UNRKA officlals and their employees in

- charge of the Zone Tracing Buresu tried ae much as possible s
i tc cbtaln prompgt listing of all names whieh were requested
by the USFET Order, but were sometimee handicapped in their
- contact with Germsn officiale, becsuse of transport and
euppliee difficulties and also perhaps because the Army
people, &t lesst in the lower echelons, hed no underetanding
whatsoever of the functiones given to the UNRRA Burcau and
failed entirely to cocperatée. A= a small exsmple of thie it
caen be mentioned that while UNRRA Trescing Bureasu officiale
were discussing the USFET Order wﬁth German officiale in

(_ Weinheim, their jeep and driver waiting outside, were im-
et pounded by the Military Police becsuse the vehicle wase 't
A psinted green inetead of grey. They were not allowed to ‘

‘proceed or return to their office until the vehicle had

been repainted. - &

[

From the beginning aleo, manj difficulties aroee because 7
certain foreign Lisistn. Officere were contacting Germen Insti-
tutiones and Agencies themeelvee, .instead of waiting for the .
dietribution of lists to be made by the UNRRA Bureau, with ‘
the result that, whenever the Zone Tracing Buresu, in checking :
returns from Kreise, complained that certain lists were miseing,’
the answer wae very often that s Lisicon Officer haed already
removed it. 'This eituetion prevailed for many monthe and
wae etill prevelent in May 1947 when the USFET letter
M"Authority for Fereign Lisieson Officers to cantset German

Insfitutiena
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.Inetitutions" was amended by the sdditicn "under no
circumstances are ferelgn Lialescn Officers authorized
to iecsue directivds to the German suthorities".

Grasdually, however, the "growing peins" of the
- US Zone Tracing Bureau were sbating and by the end of
1946 it wae firmly estasblished with HQe in Wiesbaden
and.branchee in Stuttgart, Ansbach and Munich.

The progrsm of the Buresu once it had been established
on the baels of experlence eo far galned was 1

a) Collection snd processing of Germsn liste orx

documents received or to be received as & result

of the USFET Directive of January 8, 1946 and of
eubsequent directives.: -

1 ¢ b) Collection and processingacf Concentration
~ Campe, PW Campe end cther documents not availsble
to0 the German sdministration. 3

a) Collection and precessing of miscellanecus
documents or information to be secured through -
individuel investigations. ;

In writing the history of the U.S.Zone ‘the three parte
of the progrem will be reccrded separately. Firet, however,
the resder should be made fsmiliar with the sims which each
prograem had to esatisfy.

In the firet report of UNREA HQs in Germsny, dated -
October 15, 1945 it was established that 5.276.000 DPs of
sll nationslities had been repatristed from Germany end
.0ther countries while 1.237.597 remained in the three
Western zones of occupation. If the problem of UNRERA was
{“1 - the ocare snd repstriestion of the remaining DPe, the preblem
of the U.S.Zone Buresu wss to provide to the Governmenis
concerned, to families snd to the DPs themeelvee, 8ll
{nformstion necessary to reunite dispersed femilies, "to
re-establish or complete vital statistics of the countries
from which-these DPe had been moved to Germeny, to procure
documentation concerning impriosnments, illnesses, deaths,

"

-and marriagee, births and eventuslly to prove or disprove
the millicne of claime which were bcund to be made by those
who, voluntarily or not, had lived in the part of Germany
now occupied by the U.S.Army.

The USFET Order of January 8, 1946 was only a2 plan
for the gathering of infcrmeticn which the existing German

administration
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administrotion wne capable of giving. Eacﬁ German Land
interpreted the Directive im its own way end local
officisls in turp responded with more or less alacrity,
with the result thst the operstion which should heve been
completcd by the middle of 1946 is still not completa

at thie late date. To orders were given concerning
doecumnente of Concentration Csmpe which hod been seized

by the Army at liberation or were in the hends of foreign
miesions, Germzn or foreizn officials or een individusls
who kept them despite their immense value for the tracing

- of mieeing persons. All those documents had to be esecured,

{f pozsible, end msny were eventually obtained through
personal visits, deals or exchanges.

Point o) of the progrsm had to be accomplished with
the help of meny pcople attsched te UKERRA or engaged by
UNRRA who visited officisls, priscne, cemeteries, civil.
recorders offices, tremped through the fields snd the
woodes to diecover mass or esingle graves, followed clues,
contacted Germarse holding information or liets etc...

As fest ss informeticn (or documents) could be secured,
{t hed to be processed, thst is, intecratcd which eimiler
{nformation coming from other sources, checked ageinst
previoua returne from the game source, claesified by
netionzlity, f£iled or distributed to the countries oon-
cerned,

All thie required & large end verizd personnel which
was directed from the HQs of the Zone or from the three
Brenches. Graduslly the toek of the U.S. Zone Buresu listed
under a) b) and c) became known eg :

Documentary LEvidence
Concentration Cemp Records end
Graves Rechecks. :

And it is under thece three headings that the history
of the Bureau will be recordaed.

Daocumentary
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