
APPENDIX IV

includes some of the notices which appeared in the press in connec¬
tion with the disclosure of the Berlin Gestapo Deportation Index.
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(AJDC Finds Nazi Finance File
Giving Data on Missing Jews I

l %e discovery of an important
I Nazi government file that is expect*
I ed to play a vital role in clearing
I up -tiie mystery of what happened
I to thousands of German Jews still
I listed as missing , was announced
I last week by Eli Rock, director of
I the Berlin office at  the American
I Joint Distribution Committee , a
I voluntary agency working under
IUNRRA . supervision in the D. P.
I operation in Germany.
I Containing 100,000 cards with
I cross references , the file gives the
I complete record of 75,000 Jews ar-I rested in Berlin during the Nazi re¬
ftgime. Its discovery is one of the*
I most important recent developments
I in 'the tracing of German Jews
I whose fate remains unknown . Hie
1 file was among records stored in
I the German Finance Office where it
| survived destruction during ' the war.

The idea of looking into the
I authentic records of the Finance
I Office was conceived by Larry Lu-
lbetsky , head of the Tracing Office
I of the AJDC. Lubetsky was an
I inmate of Dachau for four and a
I half years . He escaped in 1945 dis-
I guised as a German officer and join-
I ed advancing American troops as
Ian interpreter . Since then he has
| worked with UNRRA and AJDC

After AJDC representatives dis-
I cussed the with military of-
Ifidals , ttie Four -Power -Allied Kom-
Imandatura ordered the German Fi-
I nance Office to make the list avail-
|able to<the AJDC for copying.

In addition to listing the arrest
land deportation of the Jews ap-
Iprebended in Berlin , the cards in
0MGUS OBSERVER, OS Army Berlin

the file carry full names , dates and
places of birth , last known resi¬
dences, names of other member*
of families and the case numoers
in the German finance files , which
carry even , more complete detail*
With these case numbers , it is pos¬
sible to ascertain to which con¬
centration camps the deportees were
sent.

The AJDC Is also checking the
new file against 50 original Gestapo
transport lists , and to get all avail¬
able information a survey is now
being conducted in Berlin by the
AJDC among survisors of various
transports to concentration camps.
They are being asked to supply
whatever facts they remember con¬
cerning other members od the trans¬
ports who did not return.

An extremely vital item of Infor¬
mation contained in the file is the
disposition of confiscated property
belonging to the Jews who had been
arrested . This data will be helpful
in locating and returning such pro¬
perty to rightful heirs , once a pro¬
perty restitution law has been en¬
acted for Germany.

The Berlin tracing department of
the AJDC has already handled more

| than 25,000 cases since the begin¬
ning of the year . It has been ins¬
trumental in reuniting families , in
locating Jews In all sections of Ger¬
many and establishing contact bet¬
ween them and relatives in the Unit¬
ed States and other areas of the
world . It is also on a constant,
search for hitherto undiscovered
lists which will throw additional
light on the fate of the missing
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A Gtrman file that may enable
the Allied authorities to trace
thousands of Jews still listed a*
missing and to establish Iheir
fate has been found among rec¬
ords of the German finance office,
according to n Nov IB dispatch
from Berlin.

Eli Rock, director of the Ber-
tin office of the Americ an Joi nt
Distribution Committee
ctd the find He aaid the file
contained a full record of 75.009
Jews arersted there . In addition.
*o statistics on each , the file ata>
showed to which concentration
camps the Jews were taken and
the disposition of their confls-
Med property
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tine noch unter der Nazlregierung
I aulgesteilte Lisle, auf Grund derer die
I Nachforschung nach noch verscholle*
I sen Juden und die Bestimmungihres
1 Schicksals den alliterten Behotden
n moglich aein sollte, wurde unter den
1 Akten des Finanzminiateriumein Ber-
| lin gefunden.

Nach Angaben des Direktors der
Bjudiachen Hilfsoiganlsation .Joint ”.
I Eli Rock. enlhait die bate eine voile
1 Aufrtelluog Ober75000von den Nazis
I In Berlin verhafteten Juden.

Neben etatistlschen Angaben liter
I jeden einzelnen der Verhafteten glbt.
I die Aufslellung an, nach welchemII
I KonzentrattoMlager diese gebracht |
I wurden und was ait ihrem Vermfigen
[ geschah.

Berlin — A huneb, and charac¬
teristic German thoroughness have
led to the discovery in an unheated
downtown office building here of
a card file containing tne names
and fate of 73,000Berlin Jews, de¬
ported by the Nazis to concentra¬
tion camps or to the ghettos of
Eastern Europe between 1942ana
1945.

“This find is of tremendous im¬
portance.” said Eli Rock, local di¬
rector of the American Joint Dis¬
tribution Committee, whose trac¬
ing bureau unearthed the records
after almost a year of patient
searching.

Actual discovery was made by
••Marry” Lubetzky, a 22-year-old
Lithuanian Jew, who escapedfrom
Dachau disguised as an SS colonel
a few weeks before the camp was
liberated.

For thousands of Jews all over
the world these card files will
provide conclusive proof that the
relatives about whom they were
wondering and worrying are dead.

The record was painstakingly
maintained by Berlins municipal
tax office which was concerned
with keeping tabs on property
rights. Details are so complete
that, after Hhe cards are tran¬
scribed and indexed, the tracing
bureau will know for a certainty
on which transport each of the
groups, were sent to the death
camps and on what date.

Ten girl copyists now are
work transcribing all information
contained in the file.

The first indication that Germany
maintained such an archive came
last year from Georg Kaiser who,
as a representative of the Jewishcommunity, was ordered by the
Nazis to remove and destroy the
files of Polish and Netherlands
Jews. Kaiser had the records trans¬
ported to Erfurt, now in the Rus¬sian zone. But instead of destroy¬
ing them, he buried the files in acastle near that town.

When the war ended, Kaiser re¬
turned to Erfurt in the hope of
reclaiming the records. He found a
Red army bdspital had been estab-

By ELIE ABEL
lished in the castle and that the J
commandant had ordered his troops]to burn all the “junk” in the base- 1ment.

The Russians were less thorough J
than the Germans. It was laier dis- I
covered that although the Polish 1
file had been destroyed, the Dutch I
archives were complete. Arrange*t
ments have just been completed to Ireturn these to Holland.

Lubetzky’s search for the Berlin ft
records, which. Kaiser knew had I
after he joined the l_ . ..
ter many fruitless efforts and false I
starts, be began to concentrate his I
attention on the various financial I
and tax offices, reasoning that for I
tax purposes the Germans probably I
maintained a record of deportedftJews. .

Last May he succeeded la find- L
ing the clue which led to an officeI
building on Kurfurstendamm in ftthe British sector. British M.G. of- 1
ficials readily agreed to make the!
files available,- and. after securing!
permission from the four-power!kommandatura which governs Ber- V
lin. the work began. a

It will be two months yet, Lubet- 1
zky estimates, before all 73,0001
nam ŷ have been copied out

The files fill two large roomsI
and. unexpectedly, were found to!
contain detailed transport lists, giv- 1
ing full names of each person de- lported, his occupation, the date oil
deportation and the destination. I

Close scrutiny has Revealed that I
through some “underground tele- 1
graph *many Jews knew they were!
to be deported one or two days be-1
fore the event Within 48 hours of!
each transport's departure there!
was a rash of suicides, the files dis- Iclose. ft

The discovery will help disposeI
of almost 13,000requests for infor- 1
mation from relatives of missing1
Jews. To date, AJDC has been able ft
to close only 1,800cases. I“This wilt help meet the human I
need for certain knowledge that |
the missing persons can be
sumed dead.**said Rock.
(Releasedby The Bell Syndicate. Inc.) !
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