
"A well recognized institution"
Jean -Luc Blondel , Director of the International Tracing Service
(ITS), Bad Arolsen

When the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) was
entrusted with the management and the administration of the
International Tracing Service all parties concerned were then
considering a five year responsibility . It was in 1955 . Fifty-seven
years later , the ITS is still active . Even more , it is a well recognized
institution whose mandate was recently confirmed and extended
by the International Commission for the ITS.
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This evolution is indeed no surprise . Although reduced in compari¬
son with the first years the task of tracing people remains , as the
name of the institution clearly indicates . While adding new tasks
to the initial mandate of the ITS, the International Commission has
maintained the central concern of the ITS: the civil victims of the
national socialist regime.

The search for missing persons , subsequent family reunification ", the
clarification of fates , the historical research and the preparation of
educational materials referring to the persons who had suffered un¬
der this regime are all complementary aspects of this sole concern.

4



I

r

Jean -Luc Blondel,
Director of the ITS and

ICRC delegate.

Picture to the left:  Letter

of the ICRC accepting the
management of the ITS
and speech by Adenauer
on the occasion of the

signing ceremony of the
Bonn treaties in 1955.
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As it withdraws from the direction of the International Tracing
Service, the ICRC thus leaves an institution offering many services
to the survivors of the Second World War and their families, the
research community , educational institutions and - more generally
- to all interested publics.

This brochure presents the reflections of the personalities speaking
at the farewell ceremony of 29 November 2012 and simultaneously
offers a broader view on the main activities of the ITS as they have
developed over the years and will continue in the near future
under a new leadership.
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