
AGREEMENT
ON INTERIM MEASURES

TO BE TAKEN IN RESPECT
OF REFUGEES

AND DISPLACED PERSONS

The Governments which have signed the Constitution
of the International Refugee Organization,

having determined that they will take all measures
possible to accomplish expeditiously the entry into
effective operation of that Organization, and to provide
for an orderly transfer to it of the functions and assets
of existing organizations;

having decided that, pending the entry into force of
the Constitution of the Organization, a Preparatory
Commission for the International Refugee Organization
should be established for the performance of certain
functions and duties;

AGREE to the following measures:

1. There is hereby established a Preparatory Com¬
mission for the International Refugee Organization, which
shall consist of one representative from each Government
signatory to the Constitution. The Director of the
Inter-governmental Committee on Refugees, the Director-
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General of UNRRA and the Director of the International
Labour Organization, or their representatives, shall beinvited to sit with the Commission in a consultative
capacity.

2. The Commission shall:
(a) take all necessary and practicable measures for

the purpose of bringing the Organization into effective
operation as soon as possible;

(h) arrange for the convening of the General
Council in its first session at the earliest practicable
date following the entry into force of the Constitutionof the Organization;

(c) prepare the provisional agenda for this firstsession as well as documents and recommendations
relating thereto;

(d)  suggest plans, in consultation with existing
organizations and the control authorities, for the
programme for the first year of the Organization;

(e) prepare draft financial and staff regulations, and
draft rules of procedure for the General Council andthe Executive Committee.

3. The Commission may, in its discretion and after
agreement with existing organizations dealing with
refugees and displaced persons, take over any of the
functions, activities, assets and personnel of such organiza¬tions, provided that the Commission is satisfied that this
is essential in order to accomplish the orderly transfer tothe International Refugee Organization of such functionsor activities.



4. The Commission shall be governed by the rules
of procedure of the Economic and Social Council of the
United Nations so far as these are applicable.

5. The Commission shall appoint an Executive
Secretary, who shall serve the Commission in that capacity
and perform such duties as the Commission may deter¬
mine. He shall be responsible for the appointment and
direction of such staff as may be required for the workof the Commission.

6. The expenses of the Commission may be met byadvances from such Governments as choose to make
advance contributions, which shall be deductible from
their first contributions to the Organization; and from
such funds and assets as may be transferred from existing
organizations to meet the cases provided for in paragraph 3
of this Agreement.

7. The first meeting of the Commission shall be
convened as soon as practicable by the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations.

8. The Commission shall cease to exist upon the
election of the Director-General of the Organization, at
which time its property, assets and records shall be
transferred to the Organization.

9. This Agreement shall come into force as soon as
it has been signed by the representatives of eight Govern¬
ments signatories to the Constitution of the International
Refugee Organization and shall remain open for signature
by Members of the United Nations which sign the
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Constitution of the International Refugee Organizationuntil the Commission is dissolved in accordance with
paragraph 8 of this Agreement.

In faith WHEREOF , the undersigned representatives,having been duly authorized for that purpose, sign this
Agreement in the Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish languages, all five texts being equally authentic.

Done at Flushing Meadow , New York , this fifteenth
day of December, one thousand nine hundred and forty-six.
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