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1 ) Concentration Camp Documents Section

This section is not only the most important with regard to the
nature , but also in respect of the volume of documents.

Kept here are mainly the records which were saved and which
concern the concentration camp prisoners , and to a lesser degree pris¬
oners of other places of detention that existed on the territory of the
Reich and of the German occupied territories from 1933 to 1945.

Individual documents of prisoners , as well as lists of prisoners,
belong to the concentration camp documents which originate from the
most different concentration camps , to a particularly large extent from
the former Concentration Camps Buchenwald and Dachau.

With regard to documents that were established individually for
each prisoner , the following are concerned:

Haftlingspersonalbogen (with personal data of prisoners,
date of arrest and reason for arrest , established in the
prisoners registry office on arrival of the prisoners in
the camp)

Haftlingspersonalkarte (final copy of the Haftlingspersonalbogen)
Effektenkarten resp . Effektenverzeichnisse ( effects - cards
resp . lists of effects , with particulars concerning clothes,
papers and articles of value taken away from the prison¬
ers and kept in the effects - room)

Revierkarten ( cards containing information on physical
condition on arrival , protective inoculations , reports on
sickness and treatments in the sick - bay , partly also in¬
dications of pseudo - medical experiments)

Arbeitseinsatzkarten ( cards containing information with
regard to the outlying commando to which the prisoner
was transferred for work assignment , also work assign¬
ment in the so - called interior commandos)

Postkontrollkarten (index cards of the post - office contain¬
ing notes on prisoners ' outgoing and incoming mail)

Schreibstubenkarten (index cards of the prisoners registry
office)

The Haftlingslisten ( prisoners lists ) include:

Zugangsbucher (numerical rosters of prisoners according
to prisoners ' numbers)

Zugangslisten ( lists containing information about prisoner ' s
arrival and place of departure , for example transfers from
other concentration camps or new commitments by order
of the Gestapo)
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Veranderungsmeldungen ( daily reports on strength with notes
on changes such as transfers , releases , death cases and ar¬
rivals )

Transportlisten ( transport lists containing reports on transfers
of prisoners to other concentration camps and to outlying com¬
mandos as well as retransfers from outlying commandos to the
main camp)

Lagerarztuntersuchungen ( lists with particulars given by the
camp physician concerning the " Arbeits - und Transportfahig-
keit " ( prisoners ' ability to work and to be transported or
their " Arbeitsunfahigkeit " = inability to work)

Blockverlegungen ( reports with regard to the transfer of
prisoners from one housing block to another ) etc.
Included in these documents are also the nominal lists of liberated

prisoners established by the Allied Forces when liberating the concentra¬
tion camps , the so - called liberation lists and the Military Government
Concentration Camp Inmates Questionnaires , which were issued when the
prisoners were discharged.

The aforementioned documentary material contains information in
respect of the duration , the category of arrest , the death , the release or
liberation of the prisoners . Sometimes also the exact reasons for commit¬
ment to protective custody , which are usually indicated only in the " Schutz-
haftbefehl " ( warrant for protective custody ) , are stated briefly in the
"Haftlingspersonalbogen " . Occasionally the " Haftlingspersonalbogen " also
contain indications of the incarceration of relatives.

An important component part of the archives of the CC - Documents
Section are lists concerning the deportation of Jews . Available are
lists on transports from the territory of the Reich ( mainly from the ter¬
ritory of the present Federal Republic of Germany and Berlin ) , the oc¬
cupied Western European countries , from the Protectorate Bohemia and
Moravia and partly from Slovakia.

Also available in the CC - Documents Section are various indices of
the Gestapo , incomplete prison records and a smaller number of files of
the " Volksgerichtshof " ( People ' s Court ) .

The principal task of this section is to establish certificates of in¬
carceration and deportation . Furthermore applications for photocopies of
documents and medical records - mainly for indemnification authoritiesand courts - are dealt with here.

The activity of the CC - Documents Section also consists in ascertaining
the exact particulars and data for memorial books for the victims of perse¬
cution , for archives and publications.

Tracing inquiries for persons who were heard of last from a concen¬
tration camp , or who are known to have been deported , are also channelled
through this section.
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The Special Registry Office ( page 20 ) is competent for the certifi¬
cation of deaths that occurred in concentration camps , of which volumi¬
nous records - among them also death - books and registers of the camps'
own registry offices - are available.

At the outset of ITS ' activity , mainly re - enlargements of photostats
of CC Mauthausen - documents were available in the CC - Documents Section.
In 1949 , after the war crime trials had been concluded , the original docu¬
ments of the CC ' s Buchenwald , Dachau and Flossenburg were put at dis¬
posal.

Since 1958 different archives were made accessible to the ITS , so
that by way of microfilming a significant extension of the documentary
material took place.

Completeness

of the documents of the principal concentration camps

Buchenwald
Dachau
Flossenburg
Mauthausen
Mittelbau
Natzweiler
Stutthof
Niederhagen - Wewelsburg
Ravensbrtick
Auschwitz
Gross - Rosen
Sachsenhausen
Neuengamme l
Lublin
Krakow - Plas zow

The archives comprise:

Individual documents:

almost complete
almost complete
incomplete but quite numerous
trivial gaps
trivial gaps
not complete but
not complete but
not complete but
incomplete
very incomplete
very incomplete
very incomplete
very incomplete
very incomplete
very incomplete

quite numerous
quite numerous
quite numerous

more than 3 . 7 00 files with about 6 00 . 000
sheets of lists of prisoners resp . depor¬
tation lists . Of these,650 files pertain to
prison and Gestapo documents.
about 3 . 735 . 000

50 persons are employed in this section.

1 Predominantly records are available concerning deceased prisoners who during the period from 1940 till
the beginning of 1945 died in the main camp and in outlying commandos . (Also partly effects -envelopes
of prisoners) .
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