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Special Registry Office

Death cases in concentration camps had to a large extent not been
registered during the war . Death - books had of course been kept for a few
categories of prisoners , but a large number of these death - books was
destroyed towards the end of the war . Already in 1948 the question arose
of having these deaths certified by registry offices . This problem was
solved when a Special Registry Office in Arolsen was established on the
basis of the Hesse ordinance of 1st September 1949 . The modification
and supplementation proclaimed in the Federal Law Gazette (I No . 3/1951,
page 57 ) extended the competence to the Federal Republic . Consequently
the Special Registry Office is authorized to certify death cases that occurred
in former concentration camps , which can be proved by documents held at
the International Tracing Service.

For inquiries from foreign countries , international death certificates
(Excerpts from the Death Register ) are issued on principle and forwarded
automatically to family members , based on the Agreement of Paris of 27th
September 1956 concerning the establishing of certain excerpts from civil
registry offices for foreign countries , thereby saving relatives of deceased
prisoners time and money.

Including the deaths certified by other registry offices , 351 . 760 death
cases have been registered by the Special Registry Office up to the 31st ofDecember 197 4.

The number of inquiries concerning deceased or missing prisoners is
increasing . In this connection the ITS is induced to draw attention to the
fact that prisoners who perished in extermination camps had not been reg¬
istered anywhere . This pertains also to Jews deported to Auschwitz who,
after the selection , were destined for the gas chambers . Also in such
cases the ITS is very often requested for death certificates . Unfortunately
the ITS cannot arrange such certification by the Special Registry Office in
Arolsen , because for reasons of secrecy the then rulers kept no such lists.
Many natural deaths that occurred in the Concentration Camps Auschwitz,
Bergen - Belsen , Gross - Rosen , Natzweiler , Sachsenhausen and Stutthof , can
also not be certified as the documents available of these concentration
camps are incomplete.

For completeness sake , it must be mentioned that the number of
deaths registered by the Special Registry Office permits no conclusion to
be drawn on the total number of deaths in the concentration camps . This
number includes only those death cases which appear in the records of
the former concentration camps and which could be certified . Not regis¬
tered are the following deaths:
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a ) in extermination camps

b ) that partly took place a short time before or after the liberation
c ) in concentration camps for which the ITS holds no records
d ) of persons who were transferred to the concentration camps forexecution.
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