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Auxiliary indices to the Master Index had to be established
in order to evaluate exhaustingly the content of the archives.
The main auxiliary indices will be mentioned under "IV. Special

working methods" (cf. page 9 )

II. INFORMATION REQUIRED FROM THE ITS

The criteria vary constantly according to which the archives
are consulted. It depends on the type of questions put to the ITS
which section of the archives is to be consulted. Certain sections
such as the War-Time Documents came only recently into use on a
larger scale. The principal types of information required are
mentioned below :

Tracing inguiries

Despite the fact that the tracing of missing persons forms to-
day only about 10% of the inquiries, this type of work is mentioned
first as it was initially the main activity of the ITS and last but
not least because "Tracing" forms part of the title of the ITS.

First of all it must be stressed that the ITS does not, so to speak,
trace anyone anywhere. Its tracing activity is restricted to the
scope of its archives. Only if a lead on a sought person is found in
the archives it is followed up by addressing inquiries to other
agencies. It must not be forgotten that the most recent information
the ITS holds on a person dates from at least fifteen years ago.

This information might be found on a list of the inmates of a DP-
camp dissolved long ago or on an emigration list of the early fifties.
Once such a lead is found the real tracing starts. It is done through
the intermediary of various agencies and particularly through the
National Red Cross Societies. The ITS respects the following prin-
ciple : an address should never be disclosed to the inquirer without
the formal consent of the person that was found.

Excerpts from documents

One must keep in mind that the content of ITS' archives
generally cannot be confirmed by other sources. The CC- and Post-War-
Time records are unique. The socurces for the War-Time documents have
practically become inaccessible or have been destroyed. The circle
of persons within the spnere of the ITS have, however, to produce for
various reasons evidence of their detention, of the fact that they
contracted diseases or received medical treatment at a given moment,
or must just prove where they lived at a given time during a period
which reaches from the beginning of the war to the immediate post-
war time j.e. from 1939 to 1951. It must be remembered that these
persons were not registered anywhere else during this period. In
answer to such reguests the ITS draws up excerpts of its documents in
the appropriate form (cf. annex No. 1 ; certificate of incarceration







in a CC; annex No. 2 : certificate of residence (i.e. during the
aforementioned period); annex No. 3 3 excerpt from documents for
various purposes).

Today 90% of the activity of the ITS consists in such excerpts
in various forms. The main reasons for which these excerpts are
required are given below i

CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION

For claims for compensation on account of National-Socialist
persecution meinly the proof of detention in & CC, found in the
respective section of the archives, is required. In 1949, according
to compensation laws of some "Lander" of the Federal Republic of
Germany, the first requests reached the ITS. Under the terms of the
respective law of 1954 for the entire Federal Republic and to a much
larger extent undar the supplementary legislation of 1956 these
requests formed the majority of inquiries addressed to the ITS,
reaching up to 80% of the total.

From 1945 to 1951 DPs were not obliged to register with the
German authorities. Therefore, they need for their claims, in addi-
tion to the proof of their detention, evidence of their residence
during the immediate post-war period. This information can only be
secured from the UNRRA and IR0 registration records.

The same type of evidence is requested by the ITS for indemni-
fication schemes of other countries and of the UNHCR.

EVIDENCE OF PHYSICAL INJURIES

Diseases and injuries are mentioned in the documents of all
three sections of the archives. There are also to be found the re-
sultes of medical inspections at the entry into a CC and on arrival
in a DP-camp. Such medical records are required in order to sub-
stantiate claims for compensation for physical injuries according to
the German indemnification law or for invalidity pensions of many
countries. Even physicians ask for these records as a basis for their
present treatment of a patient.

RESTITUTION CLAIMS

Claims are lodged with the Federal Republic of Germany by former
prisoners for valuables withdrawn from them in & CC. The necessary
evidence can be found on the individual effects card where all
personal property withdrawn from a prisoner in a CC is recorded.

PROOF OF EMPLOYMENT AND INVALIDITY INSURANCE

Foreigners who worked in Germany during the war had to be
insured against sccidents by their employers. More and more former
workers need evidence if possible that they were insured or at least
for which period and for whom they worked, when they reach the age to
receive a pension. This evidence is required as well for German as
for other insurance companies.













In the first instance, with the asaistance of a historian
a wider scheme was drawn up within which the new edition of the
catalogue should be expanded. Preference was now to be given to
documentary evidence as against the testimonies.

Thereupon all sections of the archives including the his-
torical one were to be checked for evidence to be included in the
catalogue. The photocopies of the relevant documents are collected
thematically. This work will soon be terminated. It was surprising
how many new or more precise data were found in the personal docu-
mente of the three sections of the archives. Not only exact dates
of opening or closure of CCe and their commandos were established,
also important movements during a camp's existence and previocusly
unknown work commandos could be ascertained.

n a third phase this documentation will have to be sifted,
certain (still uncertain) gquestions will have to be elucidated and
i y excerpts will have to be established according to the scheme
mentioned above.

The new C'uaiogue will not only give more ample information,
many errors of the old one will be rectified. Historicel institutes
of several countries give already valuable assistance to the ITS.
The exact geographical location of each town or village to be
mentioned in the catalogue has to be ascertained. A specialized
group is entrusted with this complicated work.

—

This last phase of the preparatory work of the cat talogue, the
sifting of the documentation and excerpting therefrom the necessary
data is still in its initial stage. However, as all documents con-
cerning one camp are filed together, specific inquiries on a given
camp can already now be answered according to ITS' most recent data.
In fact guite a number of such requests are received currently.

III. YVOLUME OF WORK

In order to give an impression of the current work the ITS has
to deal with, only the YEARLY TOTALS OF INCOMING REQUESTS will be
given below. This is only possible as far back as to the Year 1951
when the present statistics were introduced :

1951 52 1956: 158 000 19611 29 000
1952 5% 1957: 204 000 1962: 155 000
1953: 67 1958: 155 000 1963: 101 000
1954: 103 1959: 126 000 1964: 198 000
1955: 138 1960: 115 000 1965: 130 00

Total of incoming requests ca. 1,9 million
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