
"the vrennan population have been so heavy that v/ithout odecuate

provision for tracing them it will be wall nigh impossible for

persons outside bermany to ootain information about their German

friends or relatives . Likewise , as displaced persons lose the

privilege of their present status , as many are bound to do , the

present clean demarcation between German and displaced persons

will become increasingly less distinct.

There is no doubt among those closest to the German

problem , that the tracing of German nationals is of primary

importance for the Occupying Towers . Thousands , many not aware

of the names of their next of kin , are wandering from place to

place and creating added difficulties in the economic life of

the country . No real program of social or industrial re - organisa¬

tion can be carried through until the population is definitely

settled . An effective tracing service for the German population

is essential for obtaining this objective . Hone but the most

short - sighted can deny that the problem of tracing German

nationals is closely connected vdth that of tracing in general,

and as such is of major concern for the Occupying Powers.

0 . The Extent of the Tracing Problem

v During the recent war , the mass movements of popula¬

tion on a hitherto unprecedented scale were effected in all the

countries overrun by the German armies as well as within Gerr::any

itself during its invasion . Since the termination of Hostilities

most of these persons have returned to their

reunited , with their families . There remain,

homes or neve been

however , a vast number

whose fate remains unknown either to the governments or ô oheir

closest relatives . As of 30 Lay 1946 there are more than 3,535,000

Allied nationals still missing , distributed among the United Nations

as follows :-

Belgium 21,000

Czechoslovakia 200,000

France 200,000

Greece 100,000

Luxembourg 4,000





The Netherlands 60,C00

3,000,000Poland

This estimate does not include a large number of Italians,

many Scandinavians , and a few South Americans . Nor does it

include the vast number of relations and families , who , although

not strictly speaking missing persons , have become the object of

search of citizens of the United Nations , particularly of the

United Kingdom and the United States.

The bulk of these missing persons fall into a number

of categories , each of which presents special tracing problems.

1 . Forced or Voluntary Laborers . By far the greater number of

this group have been repatriated or their whereabouts are

known . Those who have not returned either ( a ) have died in

Germany through natural causes , brutal treatment in labour

camps , or Allied bombings , or (b ) do not wish to return

home for political or personal reasons.

2 . Compulsory Conscription into the German Amy . The greater

number of these were killed in action and no notification

of their deaths reached their families ; others are still

prisoners of war in Allied , principally Russian , hands.

3 . Allied Prisoners of War . The missing within this category

have mostly died whilst in German hands and their deaths

have not been notified to their country of origin.

g . Political Prisoners . Practically all political deportees

were confined in prisons or concentration camps , .accept

c
> •

some eastern nationals , nearly all have now returned.

Practically all those who are still missing have died as a

result of execution or ill treatment . Their fate can be

established only through an extensive exploitation oa  the

records of concentration camps , cemeteries , prisons , and a

thorough examination of various ^arches , de la i..ox~t .

Jews and Racial Deportees . Jews and various categories of

racial deportees were exterminated in suci . large miners,

often without record , that it will be possible to establish
am

their fate only through a most careful exination of all availabl
document





6 . Unaccompanied Ghildren . In addition to thousands of

unaccompanied children in UURIGi Assembly Centers , an

indeterminate number of non - Geiman children have been

absorbed into German homes and institutions . Special

arrangements are necessary for their training , screening,

care and repatriation.

7 . Other Groups . Other classes , which cannot properly be

called missing persons , are being sought by " anxious"

relatives and friends . They include relatives and friends

well established , for the most part outside Germany , who

are being sought after by displaced persons in Germany,

and German nationals , both persecuted and not , who are

being sought by their relatives who are United Nations'

nationals.
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