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The tracing of lissing Persons,
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The circumstances of the war and in particular the presecution
Jews andpolitical opponents undertaken by the Fazi Regime head 1cd,

-

by the end of 1,.,.9, to a vast displacementd of populations, im the course

of vhich a great number of family mermbers had become separeted from ons

another and had lost touch., ¥Within Cermany itsell large nunbers of per-

sons wore unabls 4o maintain contact with ths cuiside world owinz to their
internment in concentration camps and prisons, and their relatives kmew
neither where they lived nor where they wore being held. Thus, one of
the problems con isidsred during the latier part of 1943 by the Coazittee ;
on Displaced Populations of the Allied Post-iar Fequirements Bwrecu in 1|
london was tie establishment of i
Already the Intermational Commitiece of the Red Cross in teneve ]
i i
had set up a massive card index system for the purpose of comwnications I:
with prisoners-of-war, and to this card index a section had been cdded
for displaced civilizns, The warking of the central card index of dis= !
s St & .
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the Comnitiee on Displaced Repulations early in

attached o this subject is indicated by the persomal atiention given to
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it by Sir Geor; e Rerdel who submiticd in FebruoXy 134, a nunber ol o
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ments to Mr.Hoehler of the United Lnt 1 DNelices znd Rehabilitation Ad-
—
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ministration (LX) which the latter ol reflection believed Lo be "a lew

molehills bcin\; made into nountains®, The reurescntatives of the Iuropean
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