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The tracing of lissing Persons,
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The circumstances of the war and in particular the presecution
Jews andpolitical opponents undertaken by the Fazi Regime head 1cd,

-

by the end of 1,.,.9, to a vast displacementd of populations, im the course

of vhich a great number of family mermbers had become separeted from ons

another and had lost touch., ¥Within Cermany itsell large nunbers of per-

sons wore unabls 4o maintain contact with ths cuiside world owinz to their
internment in concentration camps and prisons, and their relatives kmew
neither where they lived nor where they wore being held. Thus, one of
the problems con isidsred during the latier part of 1943 by the Coazittee ;
on Displaced Populations of the Allied Post-iar Fequirements Bwrecu in 1|
london was tie establishment of i
Already the Intermational Commitiece of the Red Cross in teneve ]
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had set up a massive card index system for the purpose of comwnications I:
with prisoners-of-war, and to this card index a section had been cdded
for displaced civilizns, The warking of the central card index of dis= !
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the Comnitiee on Displaced Repulations early in

attached o this subject is indicated by the persomal atiention given to
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ministration (LX) which the latter ol reflection believed Lo be "a lew

molehills bcin\; made into nountains®, The reurescntatives of the Iuropean







D

¥ wirla oy am s Yo - "~ -
Gover-izenta Who Were meubers ol the

Torm=1l body oy T o |
[ larman QoCY LEgvlins 1n LOLI0N,y 4nc

SO WP T SRR, RO T B 5 it
n2d themselves wWitn viic p

P . S P 1 qd = ~ Ty
bureau, and in addition had set up a Dscord
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at Zari at the request and with the approval

During the lifetime of the Allied Post~lior Reguirements Dureau,

Departument had been in cher-

rre Certer of the Fore
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ge of this subjeet, and w tentative plan began to talke
shave which envisaged the creation of national $racing buresux by the va=

rious Eurcpean Governments, and the of the tracing service ale-
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ready established by the ICRC. . 1, licehler left Londen

Usshingbon Leadquartcrs should

(for Auerica anrd tookc with him a

authorize the Zurop to imvite the ICiC and/or the

liational ed Cross ' ' arti te in a world-wide network for
tracing missinz pérsons.
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. Hoshier hims

ars to have entertained hopes of soue

kind of E.J. ect operational coopcration betve

suggested either that the ICKC should be co
performance of certein services, or
to the ICEC files. These proposals he put before the Dircctor-General
on Jpril 12th 1344,

Tn ILondon a meeting was called

Intergovernmental Committee on Refurpees :
e
the ICRC, the Foreicn Relations Departmens

Societies (BRCS) and TNRRA
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and tracing of Displaced Persons and the re-est ablishment of ccmzunication
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it should be in line with militery policy.
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This document came

subject to certain winor amendments,
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"Sucpestions Regarding the Functions of th Lureaux and

the Loocal Tracing Cffices" and "Sugzestions the Centrel

Iracing Burcau for Iurope”, These were sent both Zurcpean Goveri-
and to the Cormittee oft the Internation:l R ss far the purpose

o indicating the lines along vhich UIRR4A, in agreemcnt with the Standing

Technical Jub-Camnittee, envisaged the developme o the ilracing orranizi-

tion in Zurope, It is noteworthy tha 3 ' not provide for any

kind of tracing bureau within Germany. - was that tra=-
cing at that time was envisaged in terms T g enguiries with registrae
tions. If & Natiomal Tracing Dure n cord of Liw whnerenbouts of a
person enguired afiber, the engquiry would

made there to warry the enquiry against soe

If the person was believed to hove been in Cermany,
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