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the development of I’ass Tracing through more /.ethaiicnljbbe eking
of lists of irdsoing persons in tbs W Assembly Centres , sc®
cur in ;; the services of more Gorran newspapers and expanded
broadcasting facilities;

f ) the centralisation of all tracing questions with more and
r.'.ore countri .es through tlie unique channel of their liaticnal
Tracing Bureaux;

fi) 'tke- talcing over of tracing activities formerly performed by
agencies such as the A.J .D.C.

-V-3 regards the collecting of documents, their cataloguing , processing*
photostatting , carding , a very , considerable amount of material h*s been
gathered or released to the ITS by the U- occupation authorities , ani
great efforts are being made for an extensive carding of these docu¬
ment8a

The faster Index, the. essential function of which is to -reflect aa«
■} *. curate ly the contents of the documents held and thus hasten the choc—

king of the incoming enquiries , has increased considerably ' in volume0
The number of oards , wliich a .year ago was 1,876,399 * was increased
in 12 months by 1,503,348 and totalled 3 *381,742 on 31 st Decemborl 3480

1 One of the major events in the year has been the planning of the ex®
pnnded Child Search B ranch and the setablishnent , for the approval
pf the General Counoil of IRO, of a budget which would make it possi¬
ble to execute in one year 's time the very difficult task of searching
for the misaing non- German children . The grminting by IkG of a Child $

. " Bear oh budget of $  535,000 since 1st October 1548 has increased the
funds ..of. ITS to approximately 1 million dollars . "

' The staff , Ymich , at the end of 1947 had been 267 , increased in

the 12 months of the year to 1021 showing an extremely high turnover which*

as one can well imagine , had most detrimental effects on the work. It amount

ted to 274 departures and 485 engagements , Among the departure was that of .

fir . Roman Plohr , Deputy- Director and former Director of the CTB, who resig¬

ned in September 1943, . ' . '
1 , K-As to the volume of the work performed, a statiseal chart is ap¬

pended, (Appendix Ko.7)in which comparative figures are given for the

• years 1945- 1950* It is felt ^in ^̂ to spite of the inevitable dryness of a^ny
accumulation of figures , as this *statistics are broken down and actually

v

cover the essential grounds of ITo* activity , as also they are accompanied

by remarks meant to enlighten tfta reader , that they wdll constitute the

moat eloquent and easily read summary of the work performed, The alterna¬

tive could only have been a written description which would seem unbeorln-

gly long to the readers . •

2.
t

The outstanding features of the year , as✓
iven in the Director 's

Annual report , were:
/
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a ) The installation of ITl/jr :?? ju^ the Aroiccn Barracks , ' •

The consequences of this long hoped - for nave have been of great

importancej

i ) through the special concentration of the various services , ve¬

ry substantial cconcedes could be realised in all directions;

li ) by having at last about three tires more office space , tlx staff
was given adequate working conditions which had a good ef : ect on
health as a  whole and on tlx ; quality and quantity of  work produced;

ill ) with tb.Q assistance of the U. S . Armyt who provided .the necessary
wood and equipment , the documents could at last be (displayed on
new shelvings etc , and the indices properly set up and displayed,
which made everything accessible and rendered all checkings easier,

. iv ) it made possible the transfer to Arolsen of appraxmatcly 30 tons
of concentration camp original material , so far kept in " sclin - ,
gen in the U. 3 . Division , which greatly simplified the checkings
to be mae/against it by hundreds every day and permitted , with
the new means obtained in personnel , a more rapid cajoletion of
its processing , sorting and classifying;

v ) again, ' the larger office space , tlx : final availability of the
numerous typewriters which had been budget ted for over a long
period and the proper examination of the documents •which must be
carded for the liaster Index , made it possible to do extensive

• carding * This resulted in the insertion in the liister Index of
many hundreds of thousands of cards , with all the consequences
deriving therefrom on the checkings and rending out of reports
to enquirers;

vi ) finally the larger office apace allowed the ri ’3 to increase con-
, siderably its indigenous personnel , ’<7hile .1110 17j , Geneva , ac¬

cepted to give to ^ITb a few new positions for international staff,
which was fortunately possible within the dollar means at ita

' . > disposal , a very considerable increase of the ceiling of the
• Deutaohfi Harks allocation to cover the salaries o^ he indigenous

personnel was granted expediently by the U,3 , Occupation autho¬
rities with the help of IUO Operations , Dad Kissingen * Thus,tbs
number of indigenous staff at II-i which was 335 on 51st fecember
1348 , was gradually brought up to 34-3 on 31st December 134-3*

The above observations are made to show that if the considerable
expansion of the ITS output and services , as shown in the present report , did
not occur sonner , it was solely duo ta the fact that material difficulties
made it impossible , ,

b) the installation of a G-eman Civil Registry Office
^ / $ ('Donderstandesamt jat Arolscn

■< / C # 04 A-***T 19*1':

a ) to enter in a Eeathboolc - a3 foreseen by the Goman law - all ;
deaths which have Occurred in the war years and whictyvere not

• - so for thus re . ;isterdd , more particulory in the Concentration
Camps and their many Commands;

b) to establish proper death certificatea for all such death cases
wliioh have not yet been Certified,

The creation of thi3 German Civil registry Cffico was , of course,
of primary interest to the ITT , but the read :lne3o of the C-cmnn Authorities
to establish it and finance this Cffico , prove a that the interest of the





Germans was equally great . The reason for this i -*. that infarrati '-n rela¬

ting to deaths of German nationals existing in trie Concontrati . n Camp do¬

cuments held by the 123 were at Inst to beooms accessible to tlic CerranSo

Kext to the documents which are signed and stamped and can therefore

be made use of cy that Office , the 123 haa a vury considerable amount of

papers which bhr notes or signs relating to deaths and which constitute

strong presumptions that death actually occuired . There is n6 doubt that

the Convention on declarations of death of missing persons now being prepa—

rod by the United Nations Organisation and whioh will moat likely be con¬

cluded and ratified by a number of Governments. -id the near future , will

confer paramount importance to these papers and - that a very , large proper — ,
• v •

- w tion of the declarations of death issued will be based on tl « ao documents®

The promulgation of a General Claims law ( v/jedergutm achunr age seta)

by the German Administration in the U. S , Zone and the probability cf the

new German Govemmebt promulgating another , to cover the three western Zo¬

nes # have put the Ii ’3 before a new and highly important task . In view of

the fact that a great number of those who require indemnification have not

the proofs necessary to back up their claims and because of the Important®

. , of the information coll eoted by tlx : ITS , the latter is requested to fur¬

nish those who address themselves to it , with copies of doourentary eviden¬

ce or with certificates of incarceration # ^
• • >

. A second Conference of National 'Tracing Bureaux . convened by the

Director , was bold at the IT3 He on 1st to 3rd September , 13 -̂9 * The natio¬

nal Tracing S« 2?e* Branches of Belgium , Prance , Italy , Luxembourg and the

. Netherlands , the irolish Bed Cross , the French Zonal Tracing Bureau , the

C. C. G, , the French Military Gaverment and IKO U. S . British and French

Zone wore represented ® "

This conference afforded to the delegates the opportunity -of a detai¬

led visit and an examination of the work so far achieved * It also permit¬

ted the countries represented to stress their most pressing requirements.

In regard to the Staff this heavy and highly productive year has a-

gain been marked by an excellent morale and Spirit . At Central R ; in the

Zone I$ s and in the field , the seal and devotion of everyone has been wor¬

thy of praise . The confidence placed in IT3 by oo nary GovrnmcntSjby IKO
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and by the usxxty  thousands of those who count on it fee* the alleviation of

their anxieties , of which numerous proofs were given in 1349  i 3 the happy
v

consequence of this general attitude of ’’Gervice ’'.

In the sans Annual Eeport for 1949, the residual work load of US „
was evaluated as follows;

(1) Couplet ion of the exploitation of Concentration camp documentse
i ) Distribution through photostat copies to the five western Euro-

pean countries of the individual papers relating to, -their natio¬
nals - to be achieved by 31 st July 1930.

ii ) Photostatting of ocoo original card indices , books and lists
' in order to preserve these invaluable original documents against

destruction through constant use- to be achieved by 28th
February 1551*

(2) Registration and re check of graves in both U3 and Britl &h Zones
on which several foreign missions count for the execution of thair
own task , i . e . the exhumation and repatriation of bodies of their
deceased nationals - to be achieved by 30 Juno 1330*

(3 ) Completion of tha collection of Goman Civil Administration decu-
osnt ^which could be achieved in the 17.3 . horn  by 30 June 1>50 pro **
vided the material not yet furnisixid frest approximately 16,500

_ sources (out of 123,300) is received before 31st ZJarch 1350.

in the British Zone,b .v 30th June 1950 iPhoneof the new targets found or still to be found are explored.
(4 ) Processing of the German Civil Administration Documents

from the U.3 . uone :with the present staff , this could bo achieved
in 1955 only . ' , . ,

' f rom the British Zone: this could be achieved by 313t December 1950.

(5 ) Exploration and exploitation of special targets discovered in both
sones through field tracing officers ( see Zone Division reports
page 26 and page 32) . .

; . r The tire required to carry out tills work cannot be evaluated.
There is no doubt , however, that the information available fran the¬
se new source 3 would be of paramount interest to nnry Governments,

(6 ) Supplying the German Civil Registry Office with the original docu¬ments relating to deceased imates of CC camps ( 220,000 names) the
registration of all names in Sterbebucn and establishment of cer¬
tificates of death ; official registration by this Office of all
births which occusfcd in CC camps and In the lebensborn organisa¬
tion ; estimated time rcquirod -5 years , i .e . to the end of 1954*

(7 ) Cardint i
1) o:’ CO material for insertion in the Llastcr Index which will con¬

stitute the last indispensable phneo of exploitation of this na- .
terial 03  it will preserve it against the dangers of v.car and

\ tear , permit it to bo classified in tlx; Library and complete tho
ilaoter Index ; this will mount to 3*703*000 cards and will re¬
quire a period of 12 montlis,

ii ) IP.O records (movement and embarkation lists etc . ) will amount to
approximately 1,200,000 mines and will require a period of 4. months.

ill ) Driti 3h Zone; known Civil Administration Docvocnta,2,000,000names - 6 months.
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The carding of the above - mentioned material alone ( excluding spe¬
cial targets ) will thus take approximately 22 months , i . e . 31 st
October 1951 # ' • *

, ' t

(8 ) Insertion of cards ih the Master Index at the maximum rate ' Qf 400,000
cards per month . ' ,

, ■

5 >5 pillion ( 3? US Zone , 2 British Zone ) German Documents '
3,7 ? CC material • * '
1 , 2 IEO

Total 10,4 millions , which will be achieved in 26 months , i . e.
1st March 1952,

(9 ) Supply of information . This will remain , for nany years 'to ..come,
the main task of the ITS , but the volume of the work involved is
absolutely unpredictable c * *

(10 ) Preparation and publication of a general catalogue of all the do-
cumentary evidence relating to victims of the Nazi regime being
either in the Library of the ITS or known to exist with various
National Tracing Bureaux or Agencies . Such a catalogue is a pres-

> , sing need for ITS itself and for all GovenEcehts . .
■ • ' } • «- if.

(11 ) Inventory of all documents which will have to be transferred to a
successor agency or the Military Authorities , or else destroyed.

/■* 1
(12 ) In order to estimate the residual .workload of the Child Search

^ ' Branch , one must look again at its mandate , which is a follows:

(a ) to find , the children kidnapped by the Nazis and 6ther non - Ger - -
man children who have 'become displaced 1 and unaccompanied as a v . , ,
result of the warj •• ,'

(b ) to identify these ohildren , establish their citizenship and • . ;
provide them with documentation ; i , , . . ' ‘ •.

, ' ^ - T4 f ‘
(o ) to bring them into communication with their parents or other
relatives , ■ L ’

• - The task described under (a ) will be completed Borne time in 1950.

' ( 1) In Germany , when the field investigations under the Limited
Registration Plan are ocmpleted , as a result of which expected * . ..

r to register .approximately 3,000 more children ^ t

• ( 2) Outside of Germary , when all individual case records at pre - ,
sent held by the IEO Missions have been consolidated at CM Id

• Search Branch Headquarters and when the results of the appeal for .
• ' gpvernmental coopcratibn are on hand . - 1

It is obvious , however , that the tasks described under ( b ) and 1
(o ) of the mandate are long range one3 , and cannot be completed in •
1950 . In order to have a comprehensive picture , of the residual pro¬
blem of unaccompanied cMldren , one must look into the internatio¬

nal actions that have taken place previously in connection with
this problem . An international agreement concerning the guardian¬
ship of minors , which was signed in 1902 , and ratified in 1904 , is
still considered valid . This is particulary interesting as Ger¬
many was one of the signatories . This agreement makes provision •
for the setting up of three types of guardianship:

(i ) Guardianship set up under the aegis of the oountry of whioh
the minor is a national 1

(ii ) Guardianship set up by the diplomatic or consular agent,
in '̂accordance with the law of the oountry of which the mi¬
nor is a national . f
\ . . . ■

r 1 1

. ( iii ) Guardianship set ’up by the authorities of the oountry in
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which the minor is residing , and in accord ?,nee with the local law.
The agreement provides that tlie second type of guardianship shalltake place only ‘in such cases in which the law of the coilhry ofwhiich the minor i3 a national makes no provision for the settingup of guardianship for minors residing in a forcing country . A

further condition to be observed before this second typo of guar¬dianship can be act up ia th "t no clause in the laws and regula¬tions of the state in which the minor resides prevents tlx : set - 'ting up of 'guardianship by diplomatic or consular agents of a
forcing nation . The last type of guardianship 3ha 11 be set up
only in such cases in which , for some reason , neither of the othertwo types is po =aible*

The reason for the inclusion of thii agreement ia that it is
evident that the terms of this agreement , or , for that matter,of ary other agreement which provides for tlx ? permanent settle¬ment of the problem of unaccompanied children , can only be appliedvhen the identity and nationality of the child is clearly esta¬
blished . In order , therefore , to provide the basis for a settle - ~ment of the problem of unaccompanied children , it ia absolutelynecessary that the work, of proper identification and documentationof unaccompanied children falling within the mandate of tho IK'Dbe brought to a conclusion . ‘ '
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