=

~116= , Qﬂ?_}

e} the developuent of Mass Tracing throush more neb! alicelbhceking
of lists of missing pcrsons in the D2 Assenbly Centres, se
curin: the scrvices of rnore Georran newsparers ard exianded
broadcasting facilities;

f) the 'centralisution of all tracing qucstions with more and
r:ore councries throuch tie unique channel of their Naticpal
Tracing Bureaux;

g) the talking over of tracin: activities forperiy perforced by
ageneics such as the AJJ.0.C,

A-3 repards the collecting of docurents, their cetaleguing, procesaing,
ghotostatting, carding, a very considerable emount of matericl HS been
gathered or relensed to the IIS by the U. occupntion aulhoritiea, and
preat efforts are being made for an extensive carding of these docu-
ments, .
The laster Index, the eagential functicn of which ia %o-weflect ace
curately the contents of the doourents held and thus hasten tie chece
king of the dncoming enquiries, has increased considerably in voluze.

- The nuuber of cards, which a year ago was 1,876,399, waa increascd
in 12 months by 1,505,348 and totalled 3,381,742 on 31st ecembarisiys.

(Cne of the major events in the year has becn the planning of the ex-
panded Child Search 5 ranch and the setablishment, for the apzroval
of the General Council of IR0, of a budret which would make it poasi-
ble to execute in one year's time the very diflficult tasi: of scarchip
for the misainy non~Cersen childrens The sranting by IRU of a Child
Search budget of ,3' 585,000 since 1at October 19,8 has increased the
‘funds .of IT: o approximately 1 million dollara,"

/ The gteff, which, at the end of 1347 hed been 267, incrcased in
the 12 months of the year to 1021 showing an extrecely high turnover which,

as one can well imagipe, hod most detrimental effects on tiw work. It amoun=

ted to 27l departures and L85 engapcrents. Among the departure was that of

¥r. Roman Flohr, Deputy-Director and former Director of the CiB, who resig-
ped in September 198, ; vl :
A8 to the volu.e of the work perfcried, a statistal churt is ap~

pended, (Appendix Ho.7)in which compara-tive fipures are given for tle

- years 19,5=1950, It is felt in,4m spite of the inevitable dryness of a-my

accumlation of i‘ihﬂmcn, as thisestatistics are broken dovm end actual’y
cover the essential grounds of ITS' aoctivity, as also they are accarpanied
by recarks meant to enlighten tie reader, that they will constitute the
most eloquent and casily read suumary of the work performed, The alterna-
ti:ira could only have been a written description which would scem wibearin-

gly long to the readcrs.

2, 1343 :
The ocutstarding features of the year, as -iven in the Dircctor's

Armual report, were:
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a) The iratallatdon of ITS/iTis in th

Arolecen Aarraclsa,

)

The consequences of this long hoped-for move have been off great
importance: .
i) throush the speeial concentration of the verious services y VE=
r;;- substandinl cconomies could be realised in all directiong;

11) by having at 1ast sbout three tives more office space, the staf
wne given acequate workin: cormditions which had a gsod efect on
heaith as a whole and on the quality an2 quantity of work Jroduceds

'411) with the assistance of the U.S. Army, who provided the necessary
wocd and equipment, the docundnts could at last be displsped on
new shelvings etc, and the indices properly set up and éisplayed,
which made everything accessible end rendered all checkincs casier,

iv) it made possidle the transfer to Arolsen of ap.roxmbely 30 tona
of concentration camp original material, so far keut in Zocline-
gen in the U.S. Ddvision, whioh jreatly aimpiified the checkings
to be mdepgainst it Ly hundreds every dey and permitied, with
the new means obtained in personnel, a morv rapid caupletion of

its processing, sorting and elassifying '

v) again, the larger office space, the final ovailability of the
nmuicrous typewritera which had been budsetted for over a long
period ard the proper examination of the documents which rmab be
carded {ar the Master Index, mode it nosaible to do extensive

o _ * oarding, This resulted in the insertion in the laster Irndex of

many hundreds of thousards of csrds, with all the consequences

deriving therefram on the checkings and sending out of reparts
to enquircrs) :

vi) finally the larger office space allowed the TITS to imercase con-

. . aiderably its irdivenous prersonnel, While IRC K, Cencva, ac=

: cepted to zive $6°IX5 a few nmew positions far international siaff,
which vas fortunately po:sible within the dollar means at ita
disposal, a very considerable increase of the ceiline of the

_+ Deutsche larks allocation to cover the salwriss offthe indizenous

) peraonnel was granted expgediently by the U,3. Cecupation auiho-

ritics with the help of Ii0 Operatiour, Dad Kissiniene Thus,ths

19,8, was gradually broucht up to &5 on 3i:t Decerber 1349,
» [ &

"‘?’ _ nimber of indirencus stafl at ] which wes 335 on 341246 Decerier

The above observations nare made to show that if the considerable
o expansion of the IS output and services, as shown in She present report, did
- not ocour sonner, i1t was solely duo ta the fact that material difficulties
"', made it impozaible, : ,

b) the installaticn of a Germon Civi) Recistry Office

- f conderstandesant jnt Arclsen

I <, ..-"-.!-'u# Ak ;M...,'.Tll-'.-t ane:

a) to enter in a Deathbook - as foreseen by the Geiman law-=all
deaths which have Occwred in the war yemrs and whichizre not
. so f'ar thus relsterdd, more partioculary in the Concentration
Caxps and their mayy Commands;

b) to establish proper death certificatea for all such death cascs
whioh have not yct been certified,

The crcation of this Cermnn Civil Repiniry Cffice was, of coursae,
of primary interest to the ITS, bul the readiness of the Cerran Authorities
to establish it end finance tnias (.}_:[::'iCO, roves that the intercst of the
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Cermans was equally sreat. The reasonm for this iz that infarpation rela-
tins to deaths of German nationals existirg in the Concontrati-n Camp do=
cuments held by the TIPS were at last to became nocessible to the Cormana.
Next to the documents which are signed and stamped and can therefore
be made use of ty that Office, the ITS has a very considerable amount of
papers which Yhr notes or sitns re Inting to deaths anl which constitute
strong presumptions that death actually occured, There is né doubt that
the Convention on declarations of death of missing persons novw bein: FCpac
red by the United Rations Crganisa.tion and which will mosat lilezly be con-
cluded and ratified by a number of Governmenis if the mear future, will
oonfexr paramount importance to these rapers and that a very large jxropar-
tion of the declarations of death issued will be based on tlesc documonts.

The promulzation of a General Claims law (Viedercutiachun-srescts)

by the German Administration in the U.S. Zone and the probability of the

- mew Cerman Govermeht prmulgatir@ another, tol cover the three western Zo-
nes, have put the II5 bvelfare a new and highly important tasck. In view of
the i‘nc::t ;shat ;t:: gr;;'a'b muber of those who require indermificati-n h‘:.w not
the proof's neccssary 0 back up their ‘cln.im:*. and beeause of the irportarbe
of the information coll ected by the IIS, the latter is requesicd to fur-

. hish th;m vwho address themselves to i, with copies of doowrentary evidene

ce ar with certificates of incarceraticm,

A second Confererce of hational Tracing Bureaux, convencd by the

Directar, was held at the IiS K on 1st to Srd Sepiember, 1349, The Hatlow
nal Traoing Suwes Branches of Beloiwm, France, Italy, luxeubour: and the
. Netherlands, the rolish Hed Cross, the French Zonal Tracing Burcau, the

CeCuGy, the French }ilitary Coverrment and IR0 U,S5. Lritish and French

Zone wore representcd. ; -

This conferonce aiforded to the delcgates the ppportunify-of a detal-~
led visit and an examination of the work so far achieved, It also permite
ted the countries reprcesented to stress thelr most pressinz requircments,

In recard to the Stafl’ this heavy and highly productive yeer Las a-
gain been morked by an excellent morale an? spirit, At Central I in the
Zone 108 ard in the £icld, the meal ard devotion of everyone hac been wore

thy of praise. The confidence placed in ITS by 8o many Govrnenis,by IK0
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and by the many thousanis of those who count on it ‘for the alleviation of
their anxictices, of which mmereous 1rools were given in 1949 ia the hapuy

consequence of this sereral attitude of "service”,

-

P

In the sams Ammual Repert for 1949 » the residual work load of ITS

was evaluated as follows:
(1) Canpletion of the cxploitation of Concentration canp documenta.

i) Distribution throush photostat copies to the five weetorn Luro-
pean countrles of the individual papers relating to.their natio-
rals = to be achieved by 31st July 1950,

i4) Photoatatting of same ariginal card indices, bocks and lists
in crder to preserve these imvaluable erisinal documento againat
deatruction {hrough constant use=to be achieved by 28th
February 1551.

(2) Reciatration amd recheck of praves in both U3 and Britidh Zones
on which several foredsn missions ecunt for the exccution of thaiyr
owvn task, i.0. the exhumation an? repatriati m of bodics of their
decensed nationals = to be achieved by 50 Jumo 1950,

(3) Campletion of the colleotion of Gerran Civil Admindatrati-n docue
mentgzhich could be achiewed in the U.S. Jome by 30 Jume 1350 pro=
vided the materinl not yet furnisixd from aproximately 16,500
: sources (out of 123,000) is received before 31st March 1950,

AT the Rritish Zono by 30th June 1950 iPhome
of tha new tarvets found or still to be found are explored,

(&) Processing of the Cerman Civil Aduministration Documents
©  from the U.8.Zcona:with the present staff, this could be achicved
in 1955 only. ' r

from the British Zone: this could be achieved by 31st Docember 1550,

(5} Expleration and exploitation of special tarpots diccovered in both
. zones through field tracing officers (seec Zone Diviasion rcports
 paze 26 and page 32).

The time rcquired to carry out thia wark cammot be evaluated,
There ia no deoubt, hovever, that the Information availoble from the=
se new sources would be of paramount interest to many Govermmenis,

(6) Supplying the Cerman Civil Reglstry Office with the orisiml doouw

. ments relating to dececsed immates of CC carpa (220,000 namea) the
rezistration of all naes in Sterbebuch and establichment of cor-
tificates of death; official registration by this C{fice of all
births which occwa:d in CC camps and in the Iobensborn orpanisa=
tion; estimated time rcquired-H years, i.e. to the end of 1954,

7) Cardinz:
( {) o Cu materinl for inscrtion in the Master Index viveh srill cone

stitute the last irdispensable phace of cxploitation of thio maw
terial aa it will preserve it arainot the danpers of vear and
teor, permit it to bo olasaified in the library and caspicte the
Laster Index; this will emoumt to 5,700,000 cerds and will ro=-
quire 2 period of 12 pomiha,

44) IR0 records (movement and embarkntion 1ists ete.) will amcunt to
approzimately 1,200,000 nomes and wlll require a period of &
. months,

1141) Dritish Zoncy known Civil icministration Documents,2,000,000
nues = 6 oonths,

e







(8) Insertion of cards in the Master Index at the maximum rate of 400,000
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The carding of the above-mentioned material alone (excluiim spe-

cial targets) will thus take approximately 22 months, i.e. 31 st
October 1951.

f

oards per month.: -4 "
5,5 million (3% US Zone, 2 British Zone) German Documents
< Sy Sl CC material L3
P IRO

Total 10,4 millions, which will be achieved in 26'month9, i.e.

_(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

1st larch 1952,

—

Supply of information. This will remain, for many years to come,
the main task of the IS, but the volume of the work involved is
absolutely UHPTEdlct&blﬂe .

Preparation and publication of a general catalogue of all the do-
cumenuary evidence relating to victims of the Nazi rezime being
either in the Library of the IT5 or known to exist with various
National Traeing Burcaux or Agencies., ‘Such a catalogue is a pras-'
sing need for ITS itself and for all Gwerrr:ehts.

')
.f - *

Inveritor_w,r of all docurents which will have to be transf‘erre:i toa
successor apgency or the Military Authorities, or elﬂe destroyed,

In order to estimate the residusl worklead of th.. Child Search
Branch, one must look again at its mandate, which is a follows:

man children who have becace -:iiaplace& and umccmpnmed as a,
result nf the war; A 2 .

{h) to identify these ohil dren eatabLsh their citizenship arﬂ
provide them with doaumntation, ; )

1 h

\

(o) to bring them into communication with their parents or other
relatives, : .

The task described under (a) will be completed some time _in 1950,
I S

(1) In Germany, when the field investigations under the Limited

Registration Plan are completed, as a result of which i expecte/

to register approximately 35,000 more childrenj :

-(2) Outside of Germany, when all individual case records at pre=

sent held by the IR0 lissions have been consolidated at Chi
Search Branch Headquarters and when the results of the appeal for
goverrmental cooperation are on hand. :

It is obvious, ho.x‘e'.*er 'thﬂ.‘t the tﬂ.u‘:ﬂ dcscribcd under (b) and
(o) of the m..rmdate are lc-nu range ones, and. cannot be completed in

1950, In order to have a comprehens iw plcture of the residual proe-
blem of unncuo**panm:l children, one must loock into the internatio-
nal actions that hawe taken place previously in connection with
this problem, An international agreement concerning the guardian-
ship of minors, which was signed in 1502, and ratified in 1904, is
st1l1l considered valid., This is particulary intereating as Gere
many was one of the sicnatories, This agreement makes provision
for the setting up of three types of juardianship:

(4) Cuardianship set up under the aegis of the country of which
the ninor is a national

{ii) Guerdianship set up by the diplomatic or cormuhr ngent |
in pccordance wiith the law of the cauntr,r of which the mi-

nor is a natioml, : Y

. (144) Guardianath set’ up hy ..he authuritica ol the oountry in

L

} il - | 5 o ¥ y

{ A8D j-

.(aJ to find. the children kidnapped by the Nazis and dther nnn—t}er-. :

L]
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videh the minor 4s residing, and in accordince with the loeal law,

The a recient provides that the secord vipe ol suardianship chall
bole place only in such Cases in vhich the law of the cofiry of
adeh the rdnar is a mational wokes no provision far the setting
up of ;uardisnship for minors residin: in a fareins country. A
further condition to be cbaerved before this sccord type of guore
dianahip can be set up is thet no clause in the Ilnws and retla=
tions of the state in which the minor resides prevents the set=-
tin: up of suardianshi P by diplamatie or consular acenta of a
forein: raticn. The laat type of guardisnship shall be set up
only in such cases 4in which, for some reason, neither of the other
two types 4is posaibla, ' .

The reason for the inclusion of thii sgreement is-that it is
evident that the terms of this dgreerent, or, for thot matter,
of' any other a;grcement which provides for the permancny Sottle=
mert of the problem of umnccarpanied children, can only be applied
vhen the identity and mationality of the child ia clearly cata=
blisheds In order, therefore, to provide the basis for a sottleew
ment of the problem of unoccompanied children, it ia absolutcly
necessary that the work of proper identification and documentation
of unacearpanied children falling wikhin tho manddte of the IO
be brought to a conclusion, gl :
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