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Locumentary Evidence

The USFET Order and its implementation by the German
. suthorities resultcd in the preparation and foerwarding to
the U.S. Zone Bureau of two categories (II and III) of
information listed under eleven forms. These forms had to

- be £1lled by the CGermans in seversl copiee, divided by

nationalities, Generslly epeaking the forme under Category
II listed Non-Germans whe had lived in the Zone or etill
lived there, had died, married or hsd been born in the

Zone during the war years,'while Category I1I consisted

0f inventorles of peresonsl effects, medical records,
Judicisal records, politicsls, eocisl security, employment
records etc... Categery I coneleted ¢f liets of documents
no longsr svailsble to Germsn suthorities. | :

Land Bavaris officisle at first misinterpreted the
instructions and in August 1946 the whole opexration had
to begin snew., Even then the reenlts were poor until
December 1946, when it wos decided thst German checkers,
familioer with the work, should bé attzched to each Land-
kreis to control the returns of the locsel officials under
the guidsnce of Field Peraonnel paid by the U.S. Zone
Bureau,

Land Wﬁrttémherg-ﬁﬂden proceeded more rapidly by
using a wery simple method. The officials mersly bundled
up all the documents of hospitsls, prisons, employment
offioces etc. snd sent them to the Buresu which socn had
some 40 or 50 toms to classify,-

Lond Heese did net forward originnle but ﬁrooeeded
to meke extrscts c¢f theee., There slso the Order wasms-
1nterp;ated and the work haod eventually to be rapested.

Ae lote ge January 30, 1947 th& P¥ snd DP Division .
of OUGUS, reslizing that the USFET Directive was mpt
properly complied with, iesued instructions to_thef
offices of Military Governmcnt in the US Zone im which it
w:g repeated that the US Zonsl Tracing Bureeu "ig tk\be
assisted in ite efforte to search gut individuale® and
that :"In the interest of unlformiﬁJ it is desired thnt
the Minister Preeidents =ubmit to uhis office thrOugh“the :
Linderrat, not later than February 15, 1947 a plen for\ the
aocnmpliehnent of the objectives containad in aabjact
diractive®, '

e
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Undoubtedly a esincere effoxrt was made‘by the higher
Germsn officisle to correct the existing fsulis in the
gystem cf recporting end improvcments were expected when
g8 new bemb shell disrupted the ponderous operation.

In June 1947, after a2 meeting neld in Frankfurt
between rcp“ﬁﬂcn»a‘iTEE ef QMGUS, EUCOM, the U,S, Zone
Buregu ond the German Officiels, the Germane were told
that UNRRA would cease to exist on July 1, and that IRO
had not committed itself to continue Trscing Operaticns.
They were also told to held on to the information they
gothered until further notice. 4s & result of this the
Germsng becsme thoroughly confused, msny of the checkere
were dismiesed and the entire program wss nearly wrecked.

The U.S. Zome Bureau snd its FPield Officers rushed
the proceesing of the information slready secured and
catslogued sll documents st hond in preparation for their
ratuarn tc the Germans,

4fter July 1, 1947, when it wss known that PCIRO
intended to maintaln a Trscing Service, operations were
resumed gradually and with some difficulty, new directives
were issued by the Lasender who, beczuse they did not wish
to repeat the errors of the pset, this time listed by
nemes all the sources of informetion, which had to report,
as well as the documente they were to send to the Central
collecting point in the Land.

The U.S. Zone Bureau listed then, prepsratory to the
. checking of these returns, mere than 150.000 sourcee snd
proceeded to check the information sent by €ach with that
sent by related sources to insure its'completeneas and
accuracy until it becasme practically impossible fer the
Germane to forzet a nene.

In this manner and thanke to the accurate checking
ond the constant reminders sent by the Buresu, the U.S.
Zone Ruresu and its succeccor, the U.S. Zone Division eof
ITS eventuslly processcd snd ssnt to ITS HR., to the US
Doounents Center snd to Naticnsl Tracing Bureaux more than
17 millicn individual information. X

In Jul; 1948, the German officisle, having c&mplained
repestedly that they could rot deliver all the information

‘required
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required, becsuse a number of 6riginal dccumente sent in
1948 and 1947 were etill in the hznds of ITS, it wnss
decided that all these orzinzls ghould be returned to them
and that, in exchongze, they would deliver to ITS U.S. Zone
one 3x5 oard reccrding the nzme of ezch pereon concérned,
together with on indication of the type and number of
documents cencerning this percon, which were held by
German offices.

This resulted in the receipt by ITS of more than
3o millicn cerds in duplicate which could be inserted
in the Master Index of ITS HQ or forwarded to the National
Trocing Bureau concerned.

—

r”f’#

Concentrastion Campas Recerde

At the liberation of the Concentration Camp of Dachsu
on April 23, 1945 many of the files of the camp which were
kept by prisoners employed by the registration office, were
hidden and saved from destruction. The flles 0f the
prisoners of thies famous camp wsre at the disposition of
the War Crime Tribunsl but the personal information they
contained was made avallable to the ex~-inmates, their.
Government, families or friends by the priscners, who had
paved the documents and which new, with the agreement of the
occupation suthoritiees caolled themselvee "The Internstionsl
Informsticn Office". Because the funds available to the
I1.1.0., were limited, s number of mere or lees legal trane-
actions were entered into by it which =soon breught it into
derepute, snd in Auzust 1946 the organization wac oxrdered
to tranefer 211 ite documcnts te the U.S. Zone Tracing
Buresu. In thie manner the Bureau csme in possession ¢f the
first set of Concentration Camp records it wass to gsther and
exploit, A port of the criginal documente ¢f Conceatrstion
Cemp Buchenwald wee obtained from the U.S. Decument Center inm
Wiecbaden snd added to the collection. Documents from the
aamp of Flossenblirg and photocoples of original death liets
from Mauthausen were cbtained through the Documente Center
3rd Army and the War Crime Tribunsl in Dachau.

At the end of 1947 s large shipment of original records
of these same comps, coneieting of 126 crates, was received

from
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from the U.S. Document Center at Oberurcel nesr Frankfort
and additionsl Mauthsusen documents were found in Yunich
in December 1948. In thie manner the U.S.Zone Buresu
cbtained grsduslly most of the dccuments necessary to
answer the majority of the questions which could be poeed
conecernipng the incercersticn snd the ultimste fate cf the
prisoners of sll csmps which had been liberated by the

US Army.

These documents, when added to thcese slready on file
with tiie Hesdgquarters of ITS, constituted the lsrgest snd
most complete collection of original CC recorde in Europe.
It served not'only to answer thousands of questions con-
cerning the prisoners btut was to be used eventuslly ass a
baeis for the issusnce of Certificates .cf Incarcerétion
accepted in German Courte of Redress and led to the
establishment of a special Germsn Federal Recorder's
Office in Aroleen,

Gravee Recheck

This third program of the US Zone Buresu resulted from
the sesrch by Field Tracers for odds and ende of documen-—
tation and bits of information which could neither be found
emong the documentsry evidence eent by the Germsne nor the
concentration cemp records. Thie sesrch often led to graves
which h:d net been reported by the German asuthorities or
whoee occupants could not be identified. Lisison Officers
attached to- the Buresu ss Field Trscers were finding graves
of their nationals of which the locsl suthcrities professed
teo have no knowledge ¢r which were explained by the fasct
that thousands of Concentrstion Camp inmatee who died during
their transfer from cam§ to camp towarde the end of the war
or during their return to their hemes gt libverstion, were
hastely buried in vhe fields or the woods by their friends
or the local inhabitants, cften without any resdy means of
identificastion.

As eacn German community communicated the list of
foreign graves in its territory, the liet wne pacsed to
the Field "Tracer" of the territory concerned who, slmost
invariably, reported the existence of additicnsl graves or

3 corrected
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corrected the information given by the Germsans.

In this manner each Land, each Kreis, each community
wae combed until all missing graves had been recorded
with the result that thoussnds of additional graves were
.found snd accurately located.

Personnel and Adminietrsticn

The UNRRA U.S. Zone Bureau of Deccuments & Tracing
waes established in Jenuary 1946 at the reguest of the
U.S. Flement Allied Control Commissicn for Germany but
its function snd administrative policiee were delinested
only on April 30, 1946 by UNRRA US Zone Administrative
Order Nr. 56.

The Buresu wae responsible for

a) The tracing of Allied naticnale snd persecutes
of the Nazy regime.

¢

b) Was to engage in the search for legal documentary
evidence of Allied nationsls. i
The Buresu Directer wae responsible only to the UNRRA
Zone Director and.the US Frrcee were to maintain s Liaieon
Qfficer whose duty it wse to supervise all other attached
.Lisison Of*icers whatsver their naticnality.

The Burecau hed three Divisions:

Individual Tracing Servica,
Docamentary Evidence,
Allied Government Liaison.

There wses slso s Child Search Branch, a functicn cof
UNRRA HQes loosely attached tc the Divieion of Documentary
Eviderce, and whicn wae entrusted with the task of extracting
for UNRRBA HQe from the documentation received, anytbing
pertaining to children.

The Field Operaticns of the Buresu were planned to con-
form with the eetablished political subdivisions of the US
Zone of cccupstion. 1Each Land hed a Field Office, except
Bavaria which had two, North Bavseris and Scuth Baveria. The
four field offices called Branches were locsted in:

Wiesbuden fer Heesce,

Stuttgart for Wirttemberg-Baden,
Ansbach for Nerthern Bavaria,
Munich fer Scuthern Bavaris.

Branch Chiefs were responsible for all activities in
their
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their territery, including thoss of the attached Allied

Lisietn Officers. Branches, in turn, were csubdivided

for vorking purposes in Land Divisions or Reglerungsbe-

zirke. An UillLid employee or on attzched Lisieon Officer
| was responsible for each of these subdivisions.

Tais divieicp and redivision of respoansibility wse
not caleculated to obtsin the best poesible resulis or
to meintain the highcet degree of discipline, particularly
in view of the fact tha: g0 many of the men in charge of
Subdivisiore were ferecign officers, scme of whom gove
only 1lip service %o UNKRA and the Trocing Buresu, because
they were primarily interested in the finding of their
own nationels.

In March 1947 the U.S. Zone Buresu closed ite branches
in liunich, Stuitgart, Wiesbaden and Ansbsch, leaving only
preceegcsing unite in Ansbseh and Stuttgert. In May 194?
UIRRA Admin. Order Nr. 246 cencelled Order Rr, 56 previously
menticned, and merged the Child Search Divieion, a function
of UNRRA Zone HQe with the Buresu of Iocuments snd Tracing
wnich then becsme the Zone HQs Tracing & Child Sesrch
Divigion. '

-

At the same time it was decided that the functicne of
Child Gesrch, which until then had zlsc deslt with the cars
of the children-found, would be limited to tracing them.
Thie simplified the operstion of the Buresu end gradually
helped to reesteblish sted relations with officers of
: . lilitery Government whe hsd often complained of the

o metheds used by some of the Child Sesroh peeple in the

field.

~ A new budzget wae then eetsblished to imclude personnel
trancsferred from the Child'Senrch Unite of UNRRA HQ to the
Buresu., Thic budget wee based on 3 personnel establishment
composed of 34 Internaticonal employeecs, 83 cleee II,
21 Allied Lisison Officers, 18 voluntsry sgency empleyees
plue other personrel for a totel of 239 employees. On
March 4, 1046 the personnel Budget for the Zone included
59 Internntionsl employeces paid by UNRRA. In the esecond A
quarter 1946 the Director of the Barcau had ineisted that
he nzeded 76 Internation=l Employeecs. L

" Although
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Althouzn the Internsiicnal Irscing Service =esumed control
of the U.,S. Zonc Tracingz Child Search Buresa durinz the
cloeing deye of 1947, it was pot until the miidle ef April
1948 that the Chief ef the new Division, lr. A.J. Wittsmer,
whe wae until then Chisf of Records Branch at ITS HQs 5
tock cherze of the U.S. Zone HQ. and the Field Teams
attsched to it.

A
Zone Qs were then in Esslingen nesr Stuttgzart snd
_some 20 smaller offices scattered throughout the Zone
were eccupied by Field Trzeing Officers snd their staff
composed of IR0 and voluntary society personnel, par-
ticularly Polich Bed'Croes cmployees,

The Division hed a totsl of 205 cmployees, including
thoee in the Fileld, snd the Administration of HQs se well
ae th-t ¢f the Pield Tesms was dene by the IRO areas to
which they were administratively attached. Transport
facilities consisted o0f g few vehicles helOnging to the
sreag concerned.

At HQ the work was divided between the Ddcumentary
Evidence oection, the Concentration Ceups Secticon, the
Tracing Section arnd the Child Search Branch,- ‘Theee
branches and sections were theoretically reprecented in
the field but moet of the werk of the tesms was done for
. the benefit of the Child Sesrch Branch.

After the firet and immediste reorgonization, the
Tracing Section became en intecrsl psrt of the Tracing
Brench at ITS HQe in Arolsen, slthough remaining in,
Eeelingen until it could clear up the bscklog of ite
caeee, The Documentary Evidernce snd thke Concentrsticon _
Comps Section were amalgemated later end field pereonnel
was instructed to give priority to Tracing Csses and :
Locumentary Searches znd to handle only Child Tracing
until g new Child Sesxrch Orgenization could be orcated,

During the firet month under the new msnazement of
IIS & new eystem of edministraotion was developed getting
.1ts directives from ITS HQ rather then from IR0 Zene IiQs
Or arese, vehicles were obtained end the change over from
an indegendent crganizatinn which hed uced its own methods
for more thon 2 years to a Division of ITS with new
chennels snd procedurec was completed.

The tsgk wos complicsated by the transfer of certain’

IRO







IR0 reeponcsibilities to ITS, the establishient of new
lines of responsibilitice or mew channele cf procurement
ond the rapid increrse of the IT5 personncl in the Zone
due to the establishment »t ITS U.S.Zcne Headnuarters

of the new Child Sesrch Branch which plsced its cwn
perconnel in the field end attoched it to the existing
teams, l

At the end of 1948 the Divisicn hed a staf? of 207,
including 151 indigencus employees of the Child Search
Branch. It had 33 vehicles and a well staffed gnd
enoothly working ¢ffice in each of the seven IR0 arecs
of the Zone as well as Brench Qfficees in ﬁany geub-sreas.

In Jspuary 1949 the Trscing Section left for Arolsen
and shipped gll ite ocsses to ITS HY. . At the same time
plane were made for the transfer to Heasdquarters Arcleen
0f the entire Concentration Comps Section with its 30 tons
of originsl concentrstion comps records, The transfer was
sctually gecomplicehed daring kisy snd Jure 1949 with s .
minimum of difficultics and without seriouely'handioapping £
the work of the section, which at the scme time trensferred
30 of ite employees to Aroleen. '

In the Field also o number of chanzes had been forced
cao ITS becsuse of the retrenchments mode by IR0, Offices
had to be comsolidsted or relocsted, often on very short
notice.

On October 1, 1949 the chief of the Division beceme once
again Chief of Recerds at ITS HQs in Arclsen, dividinz his
time between the two offices, an arrsngement which was %o
last one year.

At the end of 1949 the Zone Divieicn had succeeded in -
mointaining iteelf in moet of the loczticne it cccupied.in
1948, had found cffice space and billets for the rapidly
increasing perconnel of the Child Sesrch Branch which hsd
forced sn incresse in perconnel from the 205 employed on
April 1, 1948 et Hendnuertersj and in the field, to a
number of 396 at iHesdquariers slone with an adiditional
104 Zene Tracing & Docunents snd 65 Child Sesrch Empleyecs
in the Field, i.e, a totsl of 565 persons. It had a total
of 64 vehicles, 5

The first fcw months of 1950 eaw 8 gradusl reduction of

the perconnel, zs the variocue taske of the Child Seerch DBranch
'

-

ware
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were completed or eliminstzsd, Field Operations of Child
Search were charply curtaniled sn! the Field employece of
Tracing & Docunentz Dranch inteneified the work of graves
recheck in crder to ccmplete it befere October 1, 1950, the
date set for tne diszolution ¢f£ the US Zone Division. The
nunber of vehicles wse also charply reduced and, at tae
beginning of Auguet 1950 prepsrstions wers mnde to rscall
all remsining field tesme and to diespose of their equip-
ment. On September 1st began the closure operations which
nesant the termination of most of the employeee (except the
few who could be trsneferred to Arolsen) the return to
Leadquarters of all office equipment and the creting of the
sporoximstely 30 tons of recorde, Iixtures cnd supplies
remaining in Esslingen. With the help of the P¥ & DP
Division of the US Element of the High Commiessicn for
Germany 8 contract wee entered into with a German firm

of moveres to tracsport sll Fhis materisl by road to

Aroleen,

The move wos completed before October 1st, 1950 date
on which the U.S. Zone Division of ITS cecaced to exist
as on entity end its records snd functions were amalga-
moted with thoee of the ITS HQa.

APPENDIX : Copy of USFET Order of Janusry 8, 1946.
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