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INTZRNATIONAL REFUGES ORGANIZATION
INTERNATIURAL TRAQING S:aVICE
CHILD SEARCH BRAGCH

. APO 154 US ARXY ’

HISTORY GF THE SFARCH IOR ULACCOMPANI®D CHILDREN

rart I The Preemble. Gives on explanation of the problem
8na 1ng categories of unacceomponicd children deslt with, This
pert is compliled moinly from excerpis from original Nszi
documents introduced ae evidence in the International War
Crime Irisls at Nurnberg, Germany.

Pert 1T Child fesrch Activitiec of UNRRi. This part is
compliled from excerpts from the UNRRA Closure Report on
United Netions Unaccompanied Children in Germany, dated
June 1947. 4

Part III Child Search Activities 0f the I.R.0. Thie part
is compiled from excerpts from the Yearly and Quarterly
Reporte of the Child Sesroh Branch of the Internationsl
Irscing Service.

FREAVBLE

Since 1945, first UNRRA end then the I.R.0. have
hod te degl with the problem of unaccompanied children. This
problem involves the finding of those invocent viotims of
Keziem, the kidrapped Allied children, =e well se thoze non=-
German children who becmme displaoed srd unsccomunnied ge g
result of the war, the Ldentification of the children found,
tce establichment of their citizemship, their dooumentation,
end, if neceszary, the tracing of their fsmilies o thet, in
the end, they may be reunited with their parente or relatives.

These children fsll into 5 categories:

(1) Those chiléren whe were forcibly remcved frem
their relativee and country cof origin under the
Nezi programme for the kidnapplang cf raciaolly
deesirable children. The children concerned
are mainly theee from Ezstern nsticrs. The
echeme originated with Himmler, Chief of the
German S.5. whe denlt with the matter in s
document called "Reflectione on the Trestment
of Foreign Elemeats in the Fast". The part
reloting to the kldnspping of children reads
ae follows:

"One of the baeic principles in
the solution-of thecse preobleme is the
queetion ¢f education snd the eifting
ond selection of the youth. The non-
Germsn populaticn of the Eset =hould
hove nc schooling beyond 4 yeare elemen—
tary echool, This elementary sochool should
have the fcllowing objectives :

“The teaching of eimple calculnting
up to 500 at the mocet, writing ©of the
pupil'’e own rngme, the doctrine thst it
is & divine commendment to obey the
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Germsne snd to be honeet, diligent and
well bebsved., I do not see 8ny neceseity
fer reading.

"This ehould be the only type of
echocl in the Fest, Parente who intenad
to provide bvetter gcheoling for their
calildren %oth in elementary school and
later in a more advanced school will
have to file application to that effect
with the High er §S sna Police Lesders,
Decision regarding this applicetion will
Primarily depend upon the rascial desirsbi-
lity ef the child. Should it be decided
that cuch & child is of cur blood, the
parente are to be told that the child will
be =ent to & German echool snd remain in
Germany. '

"Cruel end trsgic se esch individual
cage moy be, thie method s still the best
and meet humsn if, out of inner conviction,
One rcjzects es un-German and impossible
the Bolshevist method of psychic extermi=-
nation of g people. _

"The parents of children of good
blocd will be faced with the following
alternstivess: either they must surrender
the child, in which case they will pro-
bably refrain from having more children
thus €liminating tie danger of inferior
peoples cf the Zaet developing a group of
lesders from people of gcod blecod who,
beinz our €quale, may constitute a threst
to ug; or they msy emigrate to Germany and
become loyal citisens,

"Thus when the future and education
0f ehildren €epends upon their parents'
loyalty, the parents will be ezeily in-
fluenced. In addition to the exsmination
of the application for better echooling made
be the pasrente, a thorough search will be

msde involving all 6 to 10 yesrs olds throughe

out the General Government in order to eseps-

rote racislly desirsble from racinlly undesi-

rable elemente., Thcee selected as racielly
desirable will be treatead in the gsme manner
g children sccegted on the basia of their
psrents® spplicstion. GEoth gentiment and
Pure repssoning tell me that c¢hildren should
not be trested like lepers after they hsve
entered Germany; when their nemes have been
changed they ehould be treated carefully sand
conciderately snd fncluded in Germon life.
The children must not feel like outcasets for
we have a profound fglith in cur own blood
which hes besen sbsorbed into a foreign
nsticnality throuch errore committed in the
German hietery, and we are convinced that
our philoeophy of 1ife snd our idesle will
find reeponse in the ecule of the children
who are of the game race as we,
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“"Baeie principles ehould be established
for the uee o¥ teachers snd Hitler youth
leaders, ond the mistake which was made in
the case of the people frcm Alssce-Lorraine
muat never be repasted. On the one hand,
the intenticn was to make Germons out of
them, but, on the cther hsnd, they were
insulted at every opportunity tarcugh dis-
trust and deflstion of their humzn value,
pride und honour. XNazme cslling like “"Pollaok"
or "Ukrainisn" or similsr epithets should be
ferbidden., Four yeere-of preliminsry schopl=
ing should be given snd then it should be
decided whether the children sre to remain
in the Germsn public school or widther they
ghould be sent to s National Politicsl
Educaticnal Institution (Napola)."

Himmler's outline for the kidnspping of racislly
desirsble children wee put inte operation by the 5.5.0ffice
of the Keichscommieesioner for the.Strengthehing of Germa-
niem. As ern example we quote from Decree No. 67/1,
which wese gsigned by the Chief of the Cffice of the Reichs=~
commiesion for the Strengtheningz cf Germanism and desls
with the germanisation cof c¢hildren from Polieh femilies
and Polieh crphanages. ' ; '

"The children whoee racisl cheracteristics point
t0 nerdic sncestry should be reclsimed for Germanizmg
therefcre it 1s neceesary that a racisl snd peycho=-
logicel selecticn be performed emeong those orphans
who sre in Polieh orphanages cr with Polish foster
parents. The children recognised =g valusble pro-
poncnts of Germ=nism sre to be germsnlised. The
children would be rsciaslly exsmined by the Branch
Office of the S.8. Hain Race and Settlement Office
in Litzmsnnstadt in order tc establieh their rscinl
desiregbility. The Reichs=Protector of the Reichsgau
Wartheland, emiseary of the Reichs-Commissar for the
Strengthenirgz of Germoniem, will decide, on the basis
of the examinstion resulte, which child ie to be
germanicsed., In all doubtful csses, I request that
my Posen emissary contact the two reception agencies

(Lebensborn €.V. and the Inepector of the Germen
home scheols. :

"My emissary will report the racislly desiroble
children whe £sll within thke ags group from 2 to 6
yearg, to the Lebensborn e.V. bensborn e.V. will
first place the chiliren in one of its children's
homes. From there, Lebensborn e€.V. will plsce the
children with childless families of 5.5, men for
gdoption at s later date,

"Iy Posen emissory will repcrt sll raciaslly
deseirable children who fall within the aze group
from 6 to 12 yeere, te the Instector of German
home =schools. The Inspeoator of German home schools
will place titesge children Iin epecial home schoole
which will be able to comply with their needs.
Children whe lesve the home school ehowing positive
reculte are to be plsced ge foster children in
rural communities of the German Reich preper. Theee
children sre to be trested like German children evan
before they receive their Germsn citizenship,

First
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Firet oll children who are located in former Folieh
oreannazes will be X-rsyed onid aunrtered. The
children now livinz with ‘Polich féster parents

will be exsmined efter this sction hae been carried
cut. Any forewsrning of tue Polieh feeter parents
1z to be avoided; thue durinz the whole examination
the peint that the children will receive followskips
in ccheols or bz sent to recreation campe, ehould be
etreseed. Chlldren in the fester care of rocially
desirsble femilies mey, ee well as the nztursl
children of thece families, be sdmitted %o home
echtols apen application by the hesd of the family.
Special care should be taken that the expression
"roeislly desirsble Polish children® doss not reasch
the public snd thus harm the children. The children
s6T¢ t0 be deccribed as German crphuns from the re-
capiured Ea stern territories.", :

Even though the above dzecree desle malnly with the
kidnapping of Pelish orphans and Polish children with
fostzr families, it was spplied equally to children
living with their cwn fomilies. . This becomee evident
in » dooument eriginsting from the GCermen Ministry of
the Interior end deale with the eetablishment of s speoial
Regietration Office in the German Children's Home which
weg used a5 @ trsnsit etstion for kidnapped children.

"Experisnoe hag taught ue that Polish [
relatives or scquaintence of the children will
meke efforts to find their place of residence.
This would be possible through enquiriee from
the locel Police, Conisct between the children .
and their relsitives or old scquaintances is to
be avoided, inasmuch as sericue difficulties
in the Germanissticn procese c¢cen be anticipated
through the influence of these relstives.

"It ie requested that a specisl Regietrotion
Office called "Polizeilichs Meldestslle II in
Kalisch/¥arthegsu" be established., Thie matter
ie to be ccneidered es confidentisl 'snd is not to

. be published.” -

A further process of the germsnisation of kidnapped
children was the chenge of usmee, which ig deslt with in
instructions iceued by the Chief of the S.S. Race snd
Settlement Office.

"Germonisgtion will be ocerried out in such s
manner thzt the new name will not devisate too much
from the existing nsme ae to root smd pronurcistion.
Where it is Impo=sible to germenise existing namese,
new German nomes ere to be chosen., Commonly umed
nems2 (certsinly withcut religious connotation)
ehculd be sclected; namee of s pronounced nordie
charscter cshould not be used.

"Children muct be in poseession of their
germaniezd onmes prior to being sent to institutione,
particularly Lebensborn and Home Schools."

@) Those children who were born in Germeny during the
war to slave labourers and who were forcibly sparated
from their mcthers., This wes deslt with by - -

Dr. Xaltenbrunner
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Dr. Kaltendbrunner, the S.S. Chief of the German
Pelice, under the subjeet "Treatment of pregnant
foreicn femnle lobourers and children born by
the s labourers within the confines of the Germsn
Reich",

"The children born by foreign femnle
labeurers muct in no casze be cared for by
German finstituticns, placed in German
chiliren's homez, or be permitted to grow up snd
be educeted together with Germen children. Thus
epscial inctitutions of the mest primitive type
Icr the c2re of bablee (Auslinder Kinderpflege=
gtitten) will be crested in cempe, where thege
foreign children will be cared for by female
nationele of their respective countries,

"The neceesity to prevent the loss of

German blood to foreign notionalities ie

increaseed by locsee ircurred throuzh the wsr.

Thue it becomer nececeary to asccept children

of foreign women who are of partly Germsn

Oor egually valuadbl:z bleod gnd can be regnarded
( ae raclially desirsble from placement in those
"Auelhfinder Kinderpflegestitten" oni to gsve
them for gérmenieation wherever poesible, end
educntion as Cerman ehildren, Fer this reason
& raciel examinaticn is to be performed upon
the fathere and moth:re of children begotten
by 8 Germsn c¢r o member of an equally valuabdble
Germanic naticnality. s

"In caces where racially desirsble off-
eprinz may be expgected onm the basis of racisl
s well sc heslth exsminstions of the father
and mother, the children will be placed in the
care cf the N.8.V. (Nationel Socislist Welfore
Organisation). The N.S.V. will place thém in
spzoial children's homes for rocially deeirable
foreign children or with fesier families,

Acceptance of g racially decirsble child
into the care of N.S.V. or Lebensborn will, in
meet coesee, necescitate its gepsration Tfrom
‘the mothar whoe must remoin at her plsce of _
werk. For thie reeson, the mother's congent will
be pecesssry inm caoses of recislly decsirable
children, The mother will be informed of the
advantoges but not of the sims of this procees
2nd will thus be inmclined to ccansents A plan

le being considered under which the congent cf
Esstern female workers, workers from the General
Government snd Protectorates, will be eensidered
unnecesssry whenever indoctrinstion proves futile,
Untill further nctice no meéaguree will be taken
in such csses. Kothers of racially dezireble
¢hildren who intend to return to their honme
countries with their children chould be kept
within tne German Reich, whenever poeeible, by
the Labour Allccation Adminietration on the
bagis of the labcur draft. ‘Where thoee efforts
prove futile the children cannot be made to etay
by means of force; different mesgureg are under
consideration in the cace of Esstern femnle wor-
kers, workers from the Generasl Government and
Proteoteorateg. .M

P

In prsotice
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In practice, children bora to foreign werkere in
Germsany were separsted from their mothers either with
or withcut toeir conzent. In most cscce thiz consent
was obtained under precsure by the £.G,5ecurity Police.
Children termed se racislly undesirasble, who were gent
to the Aueliinder Kinderpflegecstitien, died in almost

~8ll cages, either due to melputrition or mistreatment.

Proof ¢of thie wse eetablieched daring the War Crim Triols.
In cur werk we sre muinly concernsd with thea childrsn
of elave labourers wno were termed "recially desirable®
#aad kept slive for the purpose of germanisution.

(3) Children who were eeparsted from their reletives
and nstive country thrcugh war action.

(4) "Non Aryen children®, whe were declared racislly
uniesirable by the Nezis., These children were
liversted from Concentrstion Csmps or were found
hidden in religioue institutione and by the
civilisn populstion of meny countries. Thie group
coneiete mainly of Jewish children., At the time
of the liberstion, unsccompenied Jewiceh children
were found in Concentration Cempe in Germany and
Austrim. The grentest problem in ccnnection with
Jewieh children however wse thst caused by the
infiltrstion, shortly after the wer, of large
numbere into Germeny from the Esetern countries.

(5) Children who were born to D.P.s during end after
the war ond whe have been abandoned. Thecse are,
in meet cssers, illegitimate children who hsve been
ebsndoned, either through economic preesure or in
the cese of the repstristion of the mother, because
the fumily at hoeme did not know atout the existence
of the child or, in the csse of resettlement, becsuse
in the early stages of resettlement, unwed mothers
were not asccepted with children. Very often thece
children are looked for lster becouse, either the
economic eituaticn of the mother has improved, or
ehe hae told her femily sbout her illegitimste
c¢hild and they sre willing to receive the ohild,
Or ehe has been sufficiently well estsblished ino a
new country to tske care of her child. .

e e el
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CHILD Z#4BCH AQTIVITIE: O UNHRA

Under the egis of UNREA, Child Sesarch activitiee
comprisad the fearch for unsceompnnied Allied childcen
(mainly in Germsny), the documentaticn of thece children,
welfare irvestigstion, negotiation with the iilitary
authorities for remeval of the cnild from German insti-
tuticns nnd homes, Plancing for the child's future,
referrsl of the ohild for répatristion or reeettlement,
| ; The tracing of relotives was conducted through corre-
| spcndence by the Child Iraoing Section of the Central
Tracing Buresu of UKRRA. In order to bring thie
i summsry of ike Child Sesrch werk under UNHRA into line
with the present work of the Cnild Search Branch of the
Internsticnel Trocing Service, all setivities which now
fell under the Yielfare, Fligibility, Recettlement,
Repatriation, s=nd Legul Divisicns have been omitted
from thie report.

Child Sesrch snd Irscing Progrsmmes .

( Thot ohildren belonzing t¢ other neticne were ecsttered
throughout Germany wes sn establiencd fsect, but information
a8 to their identity and tuzir wheresboute had to be dug
out from many sourcees. Unfertunately, some of the most
Importent documente and records on children were destroyed
either by the Nezis themeelvee or by the Ocoupying Forces.

T : 'In September 1945, an crgonised plan fer the location
s - and identificsation of United Nstions' children livingz in
i _ Germsn irstitutions gnd fsmiliee wes iretituted by UNRRA
Al io the Britieh 2nd U.S.Zcnes of Germony. Such o search
: ~ programme wag not possible in the French Zone eince,
unider the terme of UNREA's agreement with the Frernch
- Gevernment, sll eecrch snd tracing sctivities ware con-
ks ducted oy rrench Hilitery Government personnel. Tne
woerk fell into two cetegories - trecing for individusl
chiliren who were asked fer by nsme, snd the génersl mase
eearch for all Allied unsccompsnied children. These two
functicne were carried by different branches of UNRRA who
( worked clocely togsther.

! Germony was the nedal goint in the gaarch for childe

Bk s ' ren but the clues exterded cut intc ndjsocent countriees,

o huetria, for example, wse the deetination for meny childe _
ren deported or evecusted from Yugoelavia, Czechoelovakis .
and Poland, Regrettably, however, as yct the Occupying
Powers did not appreciste the importance eof centralieing
end preserving all relevsnt documente and records from
the four Zoneec of Germeny. Recerds with invelusble
infocrmation were unwrittingly deetroyed er turned back
to German sources. _

The Child Sesrch Tesums carefully combed Germsn ineti-
tutions and, by trie mesne, uncovered many United Nations’
children. Most of the children thuse leceted, however,
vere thoee who had been evecuzted igto Germany, were born
in Germany or hsai been breught in fereibly with the ir
fomilies and later eepsraied from then The children whe
had been stolen from thetir familics in their home countries
under tie Nazl programme of Germsniesticn scecunted for
the mojcrity of unsclved coses. These cnildren were known
tc be. living in German families so German children and
they could only be found by diecovering and studying deocu-
ments snd reccrds which might revesl the dispoeition

msde
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iildren during the Hazi regime,

Tfective =%y of achieving thie end would
ntralise the collection end aunalyesis of
ecoris affectinz cnildren. uUnfortunately,
was no ccniral clesring house and the
dicd both in the Ceatral Tracing Buresu
l Buresux, with o consequent lack of

nd 2 resulting leck of efficiency wnica
comgletely compensated for, Important
irz children were often obisined from
ved frem psrente or relatives seeking
dren by ncme.

uary 1947, the Central Tracing Buresu
n important cog in the machinery set up
ldren snd rcuniting them with treir
énjuiriees concerning loast children were
Child Trecing Section of the Central
snd routcd by them tc the Zonee for
permitted the compiletion cf a central
€ing children. Ugcn locating sn unaccom=
ke Sesrch tesms made out a czse kietery
aveilsble informeticn on the child. A
g, o2 g matter of rcutine, forwarded to
ngz Sceticn, who included the neme in
initieted & sesrch fer pareats or rela-
els of the informstion contsined in the
gitive repliees were received, the
relsyed back to the asppropriate Field
plens might be msde Tor reunicn with his
te of the miesing snd lccsted children
nd circulated =ithin Germony and to all
G countiries and sgencies. The Documents
ction of the Central Tracing Buresu gave
glance tc the programme by gegarchicg fer
ccumentsry evidence perteining to childrsn, |
ained wss transmitted to the Field so thet
followed up by the locsl workers.

eorgenieation of the Centrsl Tracing Bureau
7, the Child Trscing service underwent
Individuel tracinz, including beth incoming
he tracinz of families of children located
decentraliced tc the individual Zonee. In
tls funoticn wes carried by the U.S.Zone

in the Britich Zone jointly by UNRRA and
Croge, snd in the French Zome by the French
ment Tracing Buresu.

ertunste, to put it mildly, that the

n had to toke plsce, since it necessitated
enquiries by three tracinz buresux rather

ly increased the work of the Nstional Traciag
used congiderable confusicn end loes of

eible to continuc centrally one ©f the moet
iens of the Central Tracing Burasu, nasmely,
ntelligence work, with a epecinl section

ner exploraticn cof documentary evidence on
Child Trseirg Section of the Central Trucing
d tc ecrve as 8 clearing and aegsembly point

on all documeénts, records or liste coming from cutside

Garmeny aud con

tinued sctive sesrch for informsticn which

would sscsist the fild in locaticg children individually or

in groups,

The eesrch
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The csesrch for snd gnalysis of documentery evidence
within Germany, however,was the responeibility of esch
Zensl Tracing Buresu, The sources of evidence and
informstion uncovered in the Zones were nct alwaye referred
to the central office and many clues were lost and opportu-
nitiee micced becauee of the lseck of a eystemstic snd
centrel direction.

The Mase Trscing ectivities of the Central Tracing
Buresu, of ecuree, broucht reeults which ceould net have
been achieved in any cther way. Radio broadeasts and
the publication ¢f names in newepapere snd periodicsls
cffered the only hope of identifying children on whom
there was only scenty informatioan. This service could
nct be decentrslicsed and it continued to function cen-
trally in conjunctieon with the residusl unit of the
Central Tracing Bureau, E '

Military Government dction affecting Unaccompanied
dren,

From the beginning of the unaccempanied children's
programme, it was thought desirsble to have certsin
policies enunciateqd by the Allied Contrel Authority in

U.S5.5.R. Zonee with regard to such basic issues as
determinaticn of nationality, gusrdianship snd repatria-
tion. TFer varicus Téascne, such overall policies were
not poceible at quadripartite level, and the decisions
on major problems were left to the-individusl Zonee,

Action wee token by the Allied Control Authority
with regsrd to the search for United Nations' children
in the form of two gearch directives, one iesued in
January of 1946 snd the other in Msrch of 1946, Theese
directives were mandateory on 21l four Zonee and were
implemented by each Zone in line with ite own Military
Government etructure, The January dircetive required
Germsn officials to submit lists of identifying inform-
s8tion on all United Nations' naticnale, both adults and
children, whoe had been and were £vill living in the
German communitiee and who were not already registered
in Displaced Percons Campe, snd sleo calling in for
examinstion all reccrds and documents on Allied nationals
whe had been in Germany during the war. The March

panied children, belng a supplement to the first directives
The purpose of thie directive wae to secure an inventory
0f non-German children in German inetitutions snd German
foamilies.  Had this gecond directive been implemented
effectively in the British, Freach, U.S. and U.S.5.R,
Zones, the result wculd have given UNRRA the first com-
Prehensive picture of the number of United Nationg!'
children to be accounted for in Germeny. The returne

from thie directive were anticipated with eagerness by

the Child Search werkers, eince other eources of inform-
ation with regard to these children had been =0 incomplete
and uncertain, :

Unfortunately, however, neither of thesge directives
Yielded the expected result. This wae due primarily to
the gradusl deoresese in M1litary Government preonnel and
the consequent lack of gupervision in checking the results

of the
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directive. Tiere wmze & rapld reinstatement of Germsan
Juri:diction covsr their Government ofi'lces and organi-
zatione. 3Somz Kreise reported adequztely end completely,
cthers responded in 2 haphasard masnner, or nct st sll.
“hen thie wm=s drown by UNKEA tc the attenticn of
Militory Government sutheoritiee, they often cooperated

by reiterating the inmstructions, but the machinery for
carrying cut checking snd disciplinary action was
procticolly norn-exlstent, Added tc tnle, there wse
cenfusion on the part of Germsn offlicisle snd the ;
directives were plven various interpretaticnes, Officisls
reeponeible for reperting snd compiling theee liets in-
cluded beth accompanied and unsccompenicd children and
nleo many illegitimste childrea of Germsn girles and
United Naticns' fathere. This meant ccnsidersble
screening of the liests before effective fellow-up

could be done by the Child Search workers.

The object of thsce . directives wee to mmske aveilable
{nformation on the whereabecute of United Naticnpne' child-
ren, so thst investigations could be carried on by Child
Seasrch werkere, vith a view to icdentifying ond repatristing
thece children. In the British Zone, the liste compiled
by German cfficisle were turned over regularly tc the
UNRRA Child Search =taff fecr inveetigoation. In the U.S.
Zone, the lists resulting from the Msrch directive had
to be rcuted to the D.P., Divieion of OLGUS in Berlin.
This did & grest deecl to retsrd the effective location
of childrzn in the U.S. Zcne, since for a period of four
or five mopnthe these lists were held in the D,P.Divieion
oud were not mede availsble either to the Ceatrel Trascing
Buresu for tracing or to the Child Search workers for

‘{fnveetigation. Theee liste when finally received proved

to0 be very inadzguate, snd, indeed, returne in sll the
Zones were Very poor.

In the French Zone, th:z resulte of the Msrch directive
were turned over to the Tracing Bureau of the French Mili-
tory Government, and responsibility for the investigetion
of these ceses rested with the Militaxry Government Sesrch
and Tracing Tesms. The Divieion "Perconres Deplacees el
Refugies" reported that eome 5,000 children's nomes were
gubmitted tc them from Germsn sources. Obviously, only
s em8ll percentage cf thie group could be unaccompanied
or e¢ligible, under the defipition of United Naticns'
children, since the French Zone ocvered s comporatively
emall srca end it was known that the number of unsccompanied
children wno hsd been placed in or evscuated to that part
of Germsny wee very small,

, The returne received by the Soviet suthorities were
not made aveilable to ths UNRRA scrvices.

The Jenusry directive provided thet, in sddition to
liste of Displsced Perscns, German cfficisle would be ex-
pected to turn over within s stipulated pericd of time
voricus types of official records, such se birth and desth
certificetes, employment records and health records.

Thege ccme in exccedingly late, and with varying degrees
of completeness. One scurce of infermsticn which would
have proved extremely velusble in the lccoticn of hidden
children wes the German sdopticn reccrde. These, hCwever,
were not specified ss being one of the groups of reccrds
required. The local Child Seanrch workers mnde it & point
to review such reccrds wherever they hod accese to them,
but there wse no centralieed reporting of the sdoptions
which had been msde during and after the war.,

The Child Search Tesms found that even Grave
Registration
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Reglietrotion snculd heve been extended tc cover the
unaccompanied children'e group. Gravees cof children
who disd in Germany wer: scmstimes discovered by the
Child Search workers. It wae, of course, Just ae
imgortant tc estcolien the death of a chlld as it
was tc locete livins childrcen, Therefore, complete
reccrds on hespltslisstion and desths ehould also
have bcen regquired under this Search direcctive.

ULKARA Recommecdaticons

Qut of UNREA's two years' experience with the
problem of uneccompanied children in Germany, emerged
certeln conelucsions snd recommendations which the
succegedr agency had toe considsr whepn planning the
continuation of the unsccompanied children'se programme.
Theee polnts may be eunmarised ges follows @ !

{1) The eearch for lest United Nations' child-
ren had to be continued but it was importsnt
that some gosl should be eet for the com-
pletion of this teek and that there should
be &n evaluztion of ell the fsctere whica
would mske this pozsible.

(2) The search for reccrds, lists and documen—
tary evidence, leading to the disccvery and
identification of children cnd tlkr snalysis
gnd disseminstion of thiec msterisl from a
centrasl point should be considered a
priority 'in the continuation cf the work.

(3) Closely allied with the centralisation of
documentsry materisl, wee the need for re-
inststing ¢ centralised Child Tracing service
to hsndle sll unsccompanied children.

(4) It wus extremely imgortent that the working
relptionehips establicshed 1n the pset with
Kationel Goveramente, whese children were
lost in Germany, ghould be msintzined and
that the policiee formulsted by them shculd
be continusd se & basis for cerrying on thie
work,

It should be noted here that UNRRA cmitted to make
uege of the most vitel source of information for the
poseible location of United Nutione children, the German
Population Censue, which was taken in 1046. NKeither in
the repert ner in the recommendstion dces there appear
eny informstion euczesting thast attemptes were made either
by UNRR& or Xilitary suthorities to utiliese the German
Cencsue for tois purpoee., This comicseion wse, in fact,
larcely recponsible for the confused and incomplete stage
at which the Child Zesrch progrsmme wre left ot the
cloeure of UliiihA. It wes 2ls0 respeneible for the fact
that tne I.R.0., succeseor of UNRRA, hsd to initiate a
gereral esearch plan described in the third part of this
report.

Chila







i Y
+S¢;

=181 Radiisiia

CHILD SZARCE ACTIVITIES OF TiE I.R.O.

Thie part c¢f the histery of Child Seerch covers the
work pcrformed from the beginning of the I.R.0. in July
1947 until August 31et 1950 - the dete ect by the Direcctor-
General, as g result of a Resoluticn of the Genersl Council,
for the liquidstion of the present work of the Child Search
Branch of the Internsticnsl Tracing Service. It ie felt
that the later developmernts in tne problem of Child Search
will be mere clearly understood if written chronologicslly
snd thie procedure hoe, therefore, been adopted.

19 4 7 (July - December)

In the esrly part of 1947, it wae decided by the
UNREA Central Heamdgusrtere for Germany that the centrali-
zation o7 trecing in Germany by the Central Trecing Buresu
should be discontinued. In its plsce, the Zonal offices,
already in exietence in each of the three Western Zonee
of Germsny, were to toske over complete reeponsibility for
tracing in their own Zones., The Centrsl Tracing Buresu
wae to function eolely as 8 clesring houee (see Page 7).
Towsrde the end of 1947, the order was given thet trecing
ghould once agaein be directed from s centrsl office,
under the mensgement of the succeeesor of the Central
Trecing Buresu ¢f UNRRA ~ the Internaticnsl Trscing
Service of ths I.R.0. At the seme time, it was decided
that only trecing for individual ohildren spicifically
asked for by peme would be continued and that the genersl
eearch for unsccompenied children should cease., Child
Seerch work etopped slmost immedietely in the British
Zone; but wse carried on in a very reduced form in the
U.S.Z0ne, while the question wes further explored. In
the I'rench Zones of Occupsticn, cnly 8 little Child Search
work had st sny time been underteken. Since the central
orgoenieationsl pattern had not been act up, the centrsli-
estion cf Child Tracing work wes in nsme only, sad the
Zonsl offices continued to functicn as befors.

The definiticn of en unaccompsnied child wae gziven -
- in Provieicnsl Order Ne. 33, iesued on the 18th November 147
by the Preperstory Commiseion of the Internetonsl Refuges
Orgenieeticn, and its smendment, Provisionsl Order No.33.1,
issued on the 13th April 1948.

"The definition of "Unsccompaniesd Children"
in the Constitution of the International Refugee
Orgsnieation, para. 4, Secticn 4, Psrt I, Annex 1,
ie interpreted to mean children who fulfil the
gix following conditions. They muet be:

(8) 16 yesrs of sge or under {(i.e. & child
who has not ettsined hig/her 17th birthday).

(b) Outside of their countriees of origin or
0f that of their parents.

(c) Orphsas or children whose parents hsve
diesappeored, or whe have been sbandoned,
or whoee parente are unattainable.

(d) Not provided with e legal guardisn, or

children whoee guardian hes disappesred
or sbendconed them or whe ie unattainable.

(e).
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(e) Not sccemzanied by a cloee relative

(adult brether, sister,uncls, sunt, or
grondparente).

(f) Children in respect of whom there exists
a prezumption that they beleng to one of
the cstegories of refugeesz or displaced
perscns cn whoee accocunt FCIRO wee embodied.”

It should be noted here thst this definiticon varied
from the UNRRA definition under (2) in thst under UNRRA a
child retzined ite "Unsccompanied Chilg" status until its
18th birthdsy. This new definition was to produce certain
difficulties in the werk, eince most countries regard
ochildren ae minors until their 18th birthday.

1948

It wse decided st the I.R.O0. Hesdjquerters, Ganeva,
thet the sctivities of Caild Search ~ tracinz and docu-
mentaticn of children - zhould be eseparsted frem thoss
of welfare investigations end future planning. To
implement thie decision, a conference weaes held between
representagtives of the Zonsl trecing officee mnd repre-
gentntivee of Zonel Child Velfere Offices. It wse the
concensus of cpinicn of the conference group that any
division of recsponsibility for locstion and re-estmblish-
ment placning for children inte two processes, carried
cn under sepuarste crgsnisstionsl auspices, was a mietake.
It wae felt that the programme could not be Tfully effect=
ive unless one administrstion - either within an already
existing IR0 unit, cor sn c¢ntirely new seperate unit -

‘were responsible for all sctivities in relntion to un=-

sccompanied children (with the exception of physical
cere in the Children's Centres). It wac recommended
that the directicn of Child Sesxych and Tracing functions
should entail: g !

(a) The estting up of a central master index of all
c¢hnildren lost and found.

(b) Centralication of all tracing correspondence,

(¢) Eetablishment cf a central library of documants
perteining to children,

(d4) Central development and eupervieion of eeerch
and trecing plane and methode.

For stme time thereaftcsr, no decisicn wae made by
I.R.0. Heudquarters concerning the exact future of Child
Search, but Information wse received that the Preparatory
Commissicon for the Internaticnal Refugee Orgsnization
would iseue sn crder for the continueticn of Child Sesrch.
In view of this, Child Lesrch was continued on the eame
baeies ae before. The cnly field stsff available were
those of the Internsticnal Iracing Service whose duty it
wne to trace sdulte and supervise the ceollecticn of German
decuments in accordeance with the 1946 LMilitory directives
(eee Pnge #), Child Zesrch hsd not been included in the
original plsne of the Internaticnal Tracing Service and
ne provisicn hed be2n made for etaff to handle the work.,

4 full spead sheasd wse, therefore, impoesible and an
attempt woe made to steer a middls courese = masjor search

plana







. and Iracing 3ection wae to form the nucleus for the newly

w83~ 58l
4;..--I;uf
plans were held in abeysrce snd efforts were made to
prevent matterc from elisping too far back.

The importunce of th: work of Child Sesrch wae
8znin etressed es & recsult of the judgment given by
the Internaticnsl war Crimes Tribunal in Kirnberg
in Cpnee No. 8, commenly known as the RUSEA (Race and
Settlement Main Office) Case, which invelved deportation
srd kidnappirz of children. Vital infermstion wae
obtuined through interrogsticns of the defendante by
members 0f the Child Cesrch steff. Thz probsble deesti-
nzticn of 2 numbcr of "Lebeceborn" children wns reported
acd mcre detailzd infermation wee given sbout the ,
operation of "Lebensborn". tozether with the namee of
many perscns able to furnish further detsils on the
possible locstion ef kidnapped United Naticns' children.

A gecond conference was held, in order further to
clarify the werk of Child Sesrch. Thie conference was
sttcnded by reprecsentstives of the Internationsl Trscing
Service and representstives from Chilé Sesrch snd Child
Welfare of the three VWestern Zones of Germany snd Austria.
It wae decided, with the gensrsl concurrence of sll the
membérs 0f tnie werking committee, thst s central Child
Search Brench of the International Trscing Service should
be built up. Furthermore, the U.S. Zone Child Sesnrch

formed Child Search Branch of the Internationsl Tracing
Service, All future Child Search and Child Trscing
activities were to be centralised end coordinated by
_thie Branch office.

A apzcisl esurvey for the possible locaticn of United
Netions unsccompanied children was carried out in Land
Niedersachsen cf the Sritish Zone of Germsny. This
gurvey wee mede by German suthoritiess. The namee of
all presumably non-Germasn childrcn wecre to be recerded
crd rezerted te the Internationsl Tracing Service. The
initial stoze of the dAnvestigstion of the children regorted
hsd to be done threuzh correspondence, for there was ot
the time no Field icvestigetion steff in the British Zone.,
As 8 reenlt of the eifting of the meterisl received, the
following pointe became evident:

(2) The nugiber of cssee of children to be investigated
wezg reletively high.

(b) Much useful documentsry msterial wss found and
many valusble clusg were uncoversed.

(e) Dependence cn Germsn reporting, regnrdless of
how carefully plerned snd interpgreted, would
never eolve the problem of locsting all the
unsccompsnied non-Germsn children being soucht.

(d) The answes lay in s method which would provide
sutomatically for a check on every child's osac=e,
German or allied.

Extensive reseprch, taking the sbove menticned points
inte coneideration, reculted Ln tne drafting cf two poesible
plans for the fiosl efZort to logste Allied children in
Germeny 3 :

(1) The General
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(1) The Gencrsl Registraoticn Plean, requiring the
registiretion of all children in Germany falling
witnin certaein ege groupse. The ocutline of this
plan was ss follows:

(8) A uniform directive tc be icsued for the
registraticn of ell children under 18 years
of sge, without regard to their citizen-
ship, living in theé Western Occupied Zones
of Germany.

(b) The Germsn suthorities to be responsible
for implementinz the directive.

(o) The Burzermeister (Mayer) of each community
tc be responeitle for carrying out the
directive.

(d) The Germen Food Office to be reeponsible
for the dietribution of the questionnaires
(1t sbould be ncted that at that time food
wae rationed in Germsny) through its own
channels, ik

(e) The questionnairee, when returned to the
German Food Office, to be submitted to the
locgl Krele or Stedtjugendamt (County or
City Youth Office) concerned.

(£) The Jugendamt (Youth Uffice) to forward to
the Child Sesrch Eranch of the International
Tracing Service, through appreopriste channels,’
the ccmpleted queetionnairee of theese child-
- ren who came within the followlng categories:

1) Juvenilee whoe entered the territery
of the "Altreich" (Germany before the
asnnexstion of Austris) during the
period 1st Octobar 1938 to May 9th 1945.

11) Any child who entered Germany after
i the above mentioned period and whoee
“birthplsce wes establicshed ss being
outeide the boundsriee of Germany
(ae of 18t Octcber 1938).

111) 4ny child born to a mother of foreign
noticnality (=& from 1st October 1938)
in cr outside the boundsriee of the do-
called "Altreich".

iv) iAny questionnsires cn which answers.to
either of the folilowlng two points were
not clear:

Ea) Concerning the child'a mother
b) Origin of the child,

v) Any child adopted by, or im foeter care
of, reeattlers, refugees and expellers,
whe entered Germany after the 9th May
1945.

(2) The 1
Ceneuz Plnon utilieing the Germsn Census
Yetarns of 1940. For the purpose of Child

Search
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Sesrchn, the following questicns were of major
impcrtence

(8) Year of birth
(b) 4ddress

(¢) Permenent residence, ss of 1et September 1939
(d) Plece of birtn

(e) Citizenchip

(£) Native lznguage

It wse congiderea that the population group which
arrived in Germsny after. 1et September 1939 ousht
to contain, theoretically st lesst, most of the
Allied children deported to Germeny during the
war, or born there during the war, end aslso those
nen~Germsn children who hsd been dleplsced ac s
regult of the war, Lo

An informal conference wse held &t I.R.0. Hesdquarters,
Geneva in lisy, Thie was atierded by reprecentstives of
the three Occupying Powers in Western Germany, as well as
the Director of the Internaticnal Irscing Gervice and the
Chief of the Child Sezreh Branch. Here, the foundsation
wie laid for the I.R.O. pelicy in agreement with the
Occupation Authorities, The majority cpinion was that &
concerted and intensified effort aust he msde to find
ond repatriste sll noa-German chiliren within n limited
pericd cf time, poesibly within 12 to 18 months. The
inportance of removing the children frem Germsn esre was

" streesed, It wae considered that, ic the sbsence of o

parent, the Goverrment of the nation of which the un -
occompenied child wae a citizen, zhould be the suthority
reepcneible fer children from countricse whe haed no
reccgnized governmentel representation in Germany. 1In
line with the reccmmendntion for an intensified Sesrch
Prograsmme with an ezrly terminal date in view, reprecen~
tativees of the Child Senrch Brsnch of the Internstionsl
Trecing Service snd of the Care and Haintcosnce etsff at
I.R.0. Hesdjusrtere Geneva collsberated in setting up a
budget, coverinz the estimsted total ceates cf location,
care and reeetablishment of unsccompeanied non-German
children. The Child Welfsre Conzultant at Geneva Hend-
quarters consldered it highly importsacnt thot the Child
Search Branch should esrry %ine work on the {ndividunl
child through registration, investigation snd documen-
tation. The Internationsl Trscing Service, Child Search
Branch porticn of the prepesed badget was, therefore,
made cut to include theee functions.

An emergency budget w:-s prepared, cubmitted ana
appreved by I.R,0. Hesdqusriers, Geneva, Prevision wae
mcle for setting up a foirly complete estsblichrent for
tte Child Irncing Seotion, as the hub sbeut which &1l
future action on cosee would revolve, Thz Dozuments In-
telliigence zaction wes sllotzd sufricient staff to carry
cut the planning snd initisticn of large ecale and uni-
ferm eesrch messurez., The rosition of Zonel Child Sesrch
Officer wos set up in each of the three Western Zones of
Germany to lsy the foundntions for Field werk {n the :
reepective Zonee. Subsequently, e scecnd tudgzet waz
Precared, covering the full requircments for carrying
out the final eesrch plans, ;

In order
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In crder to implement the decicsione reached at the
cenference betwecen I.R.0. snd the Uccupstion representa-
tives, mdditionsl conferernces were held with represents-
tives of ULilltery Authorlties in Germeny. The Preparstory
Commiesion ¢f the Interrstionsl Refugee Organication iesucd
Previeionsl Qrder lo. 75, dated 26th July, 1948. This
wos the final outline ¢f the reeponesibilities of the Child
Sesrch Branoh of the International Tracing Service. This
orﬁer raled thst, in contradictiretion te the organiesstion
under UNREA, worz for unsccompsnied children under the
I.R.0. should be divided between the Intcrnaticmsl Tracing
Service, Child Sesrch Branch, snd the Department of Care
and lMaintenance, Child Welfare. The division of respon-
glbllitier waow outlined as feollows:

"R;QfJJuIJI ITIES ¥OR I 2 :ﬂEAJInU THe PCIRO
PROCRAMMVE FOXR UNACCOX 5:\'1 D CHILDREN!

Undzr the Orgsnisation's expended programme
for dealing with Unsccompanied Children, the
functione and responeibilities for Child Search
and Child Trecing, VWelfare Fligibility, Legal
Protecticn, Heslth, Repatristion and Reesettle-
ment haove becen sllocated between the operastionsal
divisions ¢f the Organiscetion es follows:

(a) The Internstionsl Tracing Service

i) The location cf unaccompenied children

.41) The preparstion eof criginal and indi-"
vidunl decumentation. This inoludes
interviewing the person or family which

-h-s the child in ite csere; eecuring
corroborative evidence and preocuring
documente of identity, nationslity
end family; sppending relevant comments
which are likely to gssist Child Wel-
fare Officers in planning for the child's
future.

111) The trscing of the child's relstivee

iv) The tranzmiseion cf records end releted
documente to and conduet of correspon=-
derice with the Child Welfare stsff

v) The maintenance of the crnge file on
record for trascing purposee and for
the snewering of subsequent enquiries,

(b) The Departmcrt of Care and Maintenance -
Child awelfsre Statl

i) The verificaticn of the child’s
natiornlity and escocisl status

{1) The initisticn eni completion of the
eocial investigaticn report

111) The recommending of voth tempcrary and
permonent plene f-r the child'e
repetriation, resettlement or eetabllah—
rnent.

iv) The execution of the esgreed plane

v) Informing the Ipternational Tracing

Service
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service of the child's finnl locstion
and the decicions resched in the CHEE

vi) The refererce to and ccordination with
appropriste PCIRO cofficisls of gll
matiere effecting eligibility, legal
protecticn, health, care, mainternance,
repatristicn, recettlement, or local}\
cetablichnent. The -dvice given and'\
the acticn taken, however, will not P
conflict with procedures currently \K
followed by Field Offices.

(c) Elizibility Officer

Initisticn of eligibility certificates
to entitled children

(d) The Lepal Advieer

1) Advieing concerning the validity of
documents and the nature of required
statemente r determining of naticnality

i1) Advice snd guidance on sll individusl
legal probleme sffecting adoption,
abandenment, etc.

(e) Hanlth, Core and Msintenance

Implementation of all policies defined
snd procedures preceribed

(£) Repatriztion end Resettlement

1) Advieing on sll problems effecting
repatrietion

ii) Initiation snd organisstion of reeettle-
ment schemes in accordance with estab= f
lished policies to determine the cases

.referred by Child Welfsre Qfficer.

1i1) Initistion of technicsl arrangements
for cocllection and transportation of
children and their travel documente,
and the provieicn of escorts (after
clesrence for depsrture has been given
by the Occupation Authoritiee) on all
movements for repstriastion or resettle~
ment." :

It will be noted, that the respensibility for un-
accompnnied children, which waue carried under UNRRi by
cne brench wes, thrcugh thie Provisicnal Order, sub-
divided by the Preparatory Commiecion of the Internationsl
Refugee Organisstion. The consequence of this move socon
became apperent.

In order to be absclutely eure of obtsining the

'approval cf the Xilitsry Autheorities for a final general

search plan for United Naticne' children in Germany, e
lecs pmbitiocus plsn = the limited Registration Plan -
wag preparcd, in eddition to the two plens previcuely
described (the Genersl Registraticn Plan and the Cepsusg
-Plan)s e

The Limited

5\
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The Limitcd Rezistration Plan entsiled the

regletration of all children ic German instituticns and
foster homes, o8 well as sll children sdopted since the
beginning of the lsst war. The object of this plon was
f to obtsin complete data on the fellowing categories of

children residing in the thrce Western Zones of Occupied
. Germsny

(a) Foster children (Pflegekinder), that ie, child=-

ren under 14 yesare of sge who ere constantly or
| Tor certain heurd of the dasy rezularly provided
| for by foster parents, if it hse not been
agreed befcrehnnd thst they will be esred for
temporarily end free of charge. In gddition,
returns would be mode on thos=e foster children
over whom the Jugendimter (Youth Offices) had
relinzuiened control within the three year
period preceding the regiestrstion, due to their
having reached the sge of 14.

(b) All children who, on the date epecified, were
cored fer by any xind of children's heome,
. public cr privaete, including, but not limited
( to, welfare inestitutione, orphensges, hcusee
2 of correction, pesrochisl institutes, hcmee for
physicolily hondicapped children, etc.

(e) 411 childrea who werc sdopted between 1st Sep-
tember 1939 and the date of registration by
virtue of ar adopticn contract agproved by any

. Gusrdienship Cocurt lccated within the three
- Weetern Zenes in Germsny. This catezory also

; contained s small group of children for whem
an sdeption contraet had been conocluded, but
which ccntract bsd then been disspproved by the
Gusrdisnenip Court. :

Implementetion of thie plen invelved the following
German agencles: ;

(a) At Lord level: Landzsjugendimter (Land Youth
J Officesg), Juetizministerien (Ministries of
( : Justice) snd Xultur- oder Erzishungsministerien
: (Ministries of Religioue Affaire and/or Education).

75y (b) At Krds level: Kreie oder Stedtjusgendimter,
et respectively, (County cr Town Youth Offices)
snd Amtegerichte (Dictriet Courts).

In the ¢-se of foeter children the Jugendimter (Youth
Officee) would fcrward the completed questionnairee direct
to the Child Search Branch or vis the Landesjugendimter
(Lend Youth Officee).

- The Amtsgerichte would forwsrd the comrleted queestion-
nairee on adopted children direct tc the Child Search
Branch, or vis the linistries of Justice. These queeticn-
noiree on foster children und adcpted children would then
be checked szalnst the maeter filess snd processed, All
cagee of chiidren of non-Germsn or undetermined nationality
viculd be turred over to the Child Search officers in the
FPield foer investigation and regietration as might be

required. ) :
All
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All Germen inetituticns ip which children were cared for
w0 .ld bz vieitsd by Child Seésrch Field officers. The
latter would require the heads -f the Germun institutions
to subnit a8 list of a1l cnildren accomcdated there.
The Child Se-ren Officer weould regleter, on the ggot,
all caecs of children of non-Germen ae well ps of undeter~
mined nsticnality. The licte of ch ildren received
from the lnstitutione, as well ae the completed regic—-

- trations, weuld then be forwarded by the Chila Seareh

Officer to the Child Search Branch Hesdqusrtere for

" furtrer procesging,

Thzge three major senrch plane,— the Genersl
Regletration Plan, the Censue Plon snd the Limited
Regietration Plan - were precented tc the Militaery
dutheritics of sll three Vieetern Zonee. The planc
were given a generally favourable reccgnition. It
wae suggeeted by the Militsry Authorities that teets
¢l the three methodes eho.:ld be carried ocut. For the
General Regietration Plan s test in 2 emall esmple
community, nsmely in s Germun Refugee Camp in the
British Zone, was asgreed usen. Ior the Census Plen,

8 teet wus made of sbocut 30) eemple cseee of the 1946
Germaon Censue returns. For the Limited Regietration
Plsn, a miniature operaticon was decidegd upcn, ccvering
cenly Lendkreis Eeslingen in the U.S.20ne, the esesat of
the Hecdquertere of the Child Senrch Branch, After
the completion of these teets, the staff who hai con~
ducted these operstion:z met snd discussed the resulte.
It w. & the concensus of opinion of these officers thst
the Genersl Regicstration Plan woe the best. It w:s
found, after eéxemining the rezulte of the Ceneus Plan
test, thrt there waes insufficient information svsilable:
focr cur purpoce on the Censue queetionnalres. The
scope of the Limited Registration Zlsn was decided to
be toc limited to permit of & thorough coverage. It
geemed, therefeore, that the Genersl Registration Plan
pr=gented the best possible solution #r finnlising

the search for unaccompsnied Unitei Nations' children
in Germsny. A recommendation wse made on thzge lines
to the Militsry Authorities of the three Weetern Zones
of Germeny. The reepence of the Militory Autnorities
definitely precluded the acceptance of the Genernl
Regietration Plen. It was agreed ugon, therefore, to
conceptrate on the efficient implementstion of the
Limited Registration Plan.

Finslly, in October 1948, epproval waoe given by I.R.O.
Hesdnurrtere for o budget to cover the full requirement
for cerrying out the sesrch pler within one yesr. The
time 1limit of one yesr, however, proved to be illusory,
due to the difficulties enccuntered even in implementing
the Limited Registretion Plsn. The allocetion cf funds,
however, st that time permitted the Child Sesrch Branch
to set up its organizationsl pattern ss follows 3

I. The Hesdquarters Office was tivided inte two main
sections: : p

1) Docunente Intelligence section with sub-
sectione:

8) Uperaticnsl Planning
b) Documents Processing Unit
¢) Central Library of Children's Ducumenﬁs '

Thie -
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| This section wrs respenzible for evelving

and currying cut the plane for the gener2l search

for unsecompsnied non-Germen children by utili-

! eingz Nazi decumente, found in Germany snd other
countries; for checking the records cf German
children'es hemes; for eugervising the German
suthoritice reepeneible for registerieg sll |

f unoccempanied children kacwn to the Jugend- okl
dmter, &nd all sdoption cnses known to the E |
asdeption courte; and for reviewing all cagses
of unsccompanicd children living in Germsn
foster homes end institutions, '

2) Tracing Section with sub-sections:

a) hctive Trocing Cperstion -

Y) Centrel Children's Index

¢) Central Library of individual Children's
Caese Records.

5,
L 1

The main responsibilities of the Trecing Section
were tracing fer individual miscing children
enquired for by neme; and handling the caces

( of locsted unsccomponied non-German children,

; involving the identification of the children,
establishing their citizernship, snd finding
their relstives.

Voluntary Agencies staff were to be attsched to
Field Ofrfices.

II. Pield Operations.
1) Within Gerzeny.

Each Zone Child Search Officer wne responseible
for ocerrying out the operation within his Zone.
In the U.S. and Britieh Zones the Zope Officers
contrclled Sesrch Tesme whioh carried out sll
the necessery inveetigaeticons and interrogations.
In the French Zone there were no I.R.O. teams;
the Zone Officer carricd cut hies functione by

( coordinstion with the French Military Governe

' ment Offices who did the actusl investigotions.
This arrongement, io prectice, proved to be
unsatlefectery and, by sgrcement with the
Military Govercment, the French Zone was lster
patterned in the seme msnner ag the U.S. and
Britieh Zones,

2) In countriee other thsn Germeny.

The work, here, hsd to be ecnditioned to the
local eituaticn ond wes performed either by
an IR0 Mieslon, Notionsl Trscing Bureau, or
Voluntary Aganciee, 4ll sction woe coordi-
noted through the Hesdjuarters of the Chilad
Search Branch.

The Limit:zd Regietraticn Plan woe put into oberation
in the French Zone of Occupntion in December 1948, In
cocperntion with the French Military Geverpment, complete
agreement wis reached with all cgenclee in the French Zone
concerned with the efficient executicn of this plan.

In the Britieh sand U.S. Zonce cf Occupstion, the
Zcne Child Seurch officers, towsrde the end of the yeor,
estnblished lecol contscte and diecueced the technical
espects of the Limited Registration Plsn with their gtaff

and the
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?F# the refpective ©¥1litery and Germnn suthorities.
n;pr0¥ﬂ;<0; the ;{en by the resgrneible lilitary Govern=—
ment of.pcials nad not been received by the end of the
year 1548,

During the yesr, much public intereet woe evinced
in the problem of th: sesrch for unnccomsenied United
Natione' children, The Americsn film "The Sesrch" wos
relessed. £Seversl rezdic progrsmmes covered Child Sesnrch
?ni gsome ?ozen newspapger corregpondente viecited the
Branch., Wre, Frarklin D, Rocesevelt, cn the cceasion of
hFr vielt to Stuttgart, Germany, hsd s converstion with
the Chief of the Bremch., She wsp particularly intereeted
in the work of Child Seerch in view of her reeponeibi=-
litiee as an American repreeentstive to the United
Neticns.

19409

At the beginning cf 1949, the etsse wae finally
eet for the drive tec locste snd reunite with their
relatives the thoussndes of children etill miseing =0
meny yeare sfter the war. For the Tirst time, in the
hietory of Child Search, there wne the prozpect of a
suffioient number cf qualified staff, equipped with
adequete transport. The originel plen hnd been for the
whole progranme of Child Search work te be concluded in
the year October 1948 - October 1949, It wae obvicus,
however, at the bvegluning of 1949 that thig would be
imporeible, eince there appesred to be no likeliheod of
hsving the necessary etaff and vehiclee immediately in
poeition. (Indeced, the stsff wae never complete and
the traneport wss never sdequate).

Centrelisaticn of Child Zesrch.

In January 1949, the problem ¢f Child Search was
preecented to s cocnference of reprecentatives of Volun-
tary Socicties, held at I.R.O. Headquartere, Geneva.

It was at this ccnference, slso, that sn sgresment

woe recched with the varicue Voluntary Sceleties os well
se with the I.R.0., iissicne, that oll sesrch work con-
cerning unaccomganied children should be ccentrallized at
the Hecdguarters of the Child “esrch Branch., Thie finsl
centrolizetion of all sctivities inveolved coordinaticn
with I.R.O. Miezions and Voluntsry Sccleties, in the
followinz countrize - Austris, Belglum, Denmerk, Fast
Africa, Egypt, Fraace, Hollend, India, Itely, Lebanon,
Luxembourg, New Seslsnd, South Africa, and Spain. All
unszcccmpanicl children of foreiza naticmnnlity in these
countries were regictered and their reglstratica forms
forwarded for ipclueion in the ilaster file of the Child
Search Brarch Hesdousrters. Ae & recult,; ecme long
outetonding enguiries were mmediately solved. The
Voluntory Societiee hed slwaye been very inte;ested in
the problem of unasccompsnied children ard felt etrongly
thst some positive steps chould be tsken by the Unit=sd
Nations, and specisl coneideraticn given to the problem
of children. Accordinzly, the delgntes of 4G Voluntaery
Organizaticne, from the 13 countrice which were repre-
scnted st thie meeting, formulated & resclution urging
the United Fotions to eszume further responeibility for
tracing children kidnapped by the Nagie wnd for the °

protectiocon
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prctection gnd crre r? thosce unacccmpaniced children,
wheee ceese would net hsve becn fin=lly rezolved by the
time the I.R.0. closed. It ie only teo unfortunste that
thies recseclution wae never considered rnd acted ujon by
the United Nations and thst the question of unnccompsnied
children continued to be handled merely ns a part of the

cverall refugee problem, rather thsn a8 o speciecl and
eepsrote problem,

This failure cn the part of the I.R.0, and the
United KNaticnes to coneider unaccompenied children ae
8 scparate problem, whoee boundaries gtretched far
beyend the restricted mandste of the I1,R.0., resulted
in meny anomaslies., 4 vest quantity of paper pneead
from cffice to office, delaye vwerey of necesoity, nany.
Mony cases worked on 2r menthe, were finally determined
to be inelicible for I.R.0. errvicez and were then thrown
into the lup of the German suthorities, who were frequently
not equipped for or able to give the necesenry services
for reunitinz psrsnts end children, psrticularly when
the parcrnts were located outside Germuny. The chief
eutlerere, of cource, arc the unfortunate children who
continue to grow up not knowing who they sre eor where
they come from.

Limited Regzistraticn Plan

In the Spring cf 1549 clearence wae finally ob-
toined from the U,.S, and British Military Governments
for the implementotion of the Limited Registrotion Plan
in their Zones ¢f Cermeny. In the U,S, Zope, conferences [
wers held with the three Linder Military Governrente end '
instructicne fermulated for iecuecce © the German
euthorities. These instructicne were sent by Military
Governwzernt tc the Hinieter President of esch Lend who
wne reeponsible for the proper promulgetion end ¢om-~ !
plicnce by thae CGermarp Minisztries ecnecerned. In the |
Britieh Zone, the repreecnteotives ¢f the Child Search
Branch were empowered %o deal direct with the eppro-
priate German offices.

#hile theege nepotiaticons were proceeding o core—
ful etudy wee made by the Branch Hecdjusrters oftfice of
the test operation enrried cut im Landkreis Eeelingen
¢n the Limited Regletrstion Plon with s view to ueing
the experience gained thereby for technicol planning
snd givipg inetructicne to the Germen authorities and
the Ckhlld Sesrch Field staff. It wee enticipeted, cn
-the brnelie ¢f Germon statisticul returne,; th:t scme
400,000 cnees would have te be hasniled, After dis-
cuseion with the Hollerith firm (I.B.M. syetem) and |
the Tracing Service of thz German Red Crese, it wes |
firnlly decided thzt, in ccogperanticn with the German |
Red Crose, theee cases cshould be proceceszd by the
Hellerith (I.B.i.) syctem. From thiz time forwnrd, it
~ghould be noted, the Child Senrch Branch entered inte
e very alece ccoperation with the German Red Croese, This
cooperation proved 1o be of mutual benefit to Germen
unsccompanied childrean, se well gs to United Naticns
unaccompanied children,

By May 1949, the Limitcd Registraticn Plan wne being
implemented in the thrse Wectern Zones ¢of Germaony with
the exception of the City ¢f Berlin. In Berlin, the blookode
had precluded the poseibility of holding meetings with the

D.P, Branch
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D.?.Brancb snd Public Welfure Brunch officisle of the
Britieh, rrench and U.5, Militnry Governmute. Discussions
were finolly beld in sy, A general agreement was reochad
for Joint sotion inm gcarrying ocut the Limited fiegictration
Flsaan In 8ll three Western Sectore of the city. uilitery
Goverrment officiale cf the City of Berlin did pot iecue
direct crdere to the German suthoritice responeible for
the carrying out of the Plan. They etsted that they
preferred the search tc be esrried out on s cooperative
bosls between tneir office, our office, cnd the Germsan
sdminietration in the City cof Berlin. This lasck of

oriders to the Germsn administration, however, preoved

no handicap. Ae a matter of fact, mach credit muet be
#lven to the Germnn administration in the City of Ber-
lin for the mcet ccoperutive attitude they sdopted to-
words aiding the Internnticnal Tracing Service in fin=-
ding unaccompsnied United Natione' children.

The preogress of the Limited Regictration Elan
operation wzs reviewed and an snslyele of the situation
prepered, at ths time of the Generel Council iMeetinz of
the I.R.0, in July. 4s a result, {t wese possible to
moke the follewing prognceis coacerning the probsble
finishing dates ¢f the vsricus proceecsee involved:

(a) Due tc inaccurate repertinz by the Germsn
suthorities, the machine proceeeing (I.B.M.)
of the queeticnnsires would nct be completed
before toe beginning of 1950.

(b) The bulk of the Field investigations might be
expected to be completed on or sbout June 30,1950,

" (e) Individual trseing for children snd relatives
should probably be complet:d gome time im 1951,

By the end of 1949 the firet phsse of the Limited
Registraticn Plan - the ecreening of Germsn children'e
institutions -~ had besn ~ompleted in the Britieh, French
and U.5., Zones., Of thie phzesec there remnined to be done
cnly the city of Berlin where 54 institutionc hsd yet

.to be checked., It had been noted, however, that the

German suthorities frequently maode incomplete reports
on institutions, snd thet much checking and referring
back ~ae required. It wee esnticijpated that scme un-
reperted instituticnes would be discovered by our Field
etoff, nececssitating a return to work on the first

_phsee of the cperaticon.

The gecond phese = the iovestigstion of children
in Cerman foster hemes - had bagun in the U.S. Zone in
Kovember., The reculte obteined by the end ¢f December
were very encoursging and a grestly iocreamecd number
of children was rezlstered during December,

Identifiostion of many children reported wag made
poeeible by s check cof the Germon returne agsinet the
index of birth certificutes beld by the Child Sesrch
Branch., It will be ra~embered that in 1946 the Garm=n
suthoritiecs nsd been ordered te eend in decumente con-
cerning non-Germen nationols (see Puge 8). These
documenta included the birth certificeates of the
inrumernble childrcn born to eluve latcurere im Germany
during the wer, The birth certificstce were sorted and
filed in euach o foerm ns to make recdy checking poegible.
It woe plasnned tc cneck sll thece birth certificotes
againet the returns of the Limited Registratiop Zlan

by mesna of the Hollerith (I.B.M,) mschinee. Children

of the
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gf the following notionalities were invelved: Austrion,
gelginnﬂ DLulgarlen, Byelorussisa, Chinees, Czech, Dsnish,
butch, Zstcnisn, French, Greek, Hungarisn, Iran, Itelisn,
Lstvian, Lithusnisn, Luxembourg, Nerwegian, Poliesh, Rou=-
manisn, Ruseisn, Spenieh, Turkieh, Ukrainlen, and Yugoslav.

It hod been hoped, ot the time of the incepticn of
the Limited Registretion 2lan, tist the majority of the
unaceomponied miseing children, felling within the msn-
dote cf the I.R.0., would be located by mesnz of the
plan. Neverthelees, it hsi alwoys been renlised thst
this plan could nct ba expected to give complete cover=
age. Apart from the foct thset only certain categoriee
of children were registered, success depended on complete
records being held by the German suthcritiee and upon
tlelr sccuraste reperting. Experierce chewed that this
vaoe far from being the coase. In the ccurse of their
inveetigstionz, the Child Sesrch Officers located German
institutione snd foeter children whoee existence hed
not opparently been known to the German authorities.

It was felt, therefore, that the only way of being cer-
tain thnt every possible etep heod been token to find the
mizeing children was to make use of the coming German
Population Censue of 1950. 3By inserting s few asdditionsl
questicne to the cencue forms, it should be possible to
uncover theze children who had not been found under the
Limited Registrstion Plan., It hod not been poesible to
utilise the 1946 populztion census, since the question=-
naires did oot include the pointe required for the locat-
ing of unaccompanied children. To ersure that the 1950
Germsn Cenesug would covsr sll the pointe necessery for
utilielng the returns in the sesrch fer unsccompanied
children in Germsny, preliminsry conferencee were held

with the German Statistiocsl Office ond the Internsticnsl
Tracing Service addresesed lettere to the High Commissioners
¢f the three Western Zones, asking them to permit the Child
Sesrch Branch to mske use ¢f the coming Censzus,

cueries in regord to the Rezistration of Children

In the course of working on the Limited Registration
Plan, many ond varied queeticnc srcose on technicel points,
which hzd to be referred to the I.R.U. Headquarters in
Geneva, since they involved, in grenter cor leeser degrees,
questicnes of pelicy snd alignment with cther branchee of
the I.R.0. Discussicne occured send decieione were msd
on the following points: ;

(1) Rezietrstion of questionably eligible ostesoriees
of children

It was decided thst reglestratiocn should include:

(2) Children of ex-epemy countries (with the
exception of Germans)

.(b) Children of ethnic German origin {with
presumed non-German citizeoship)

(¢) Children who beosme unaccompanied after
the war.

A great deal of werk wae done for children in
categcries (a) and (b) after their regietration
hsd been agreed upcn by the I.R.0. Hesdquarters.
In the end, hewever, ofter all action hud been
token - children rézistered, parents cr other
relatives treced, ficcuméntotion procured, -

the I.R.0. deolored many ineligible for furthar

gervices. (2)
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(2) cChildren ones decmed pccompanied who mizht
become un=ccomnnniead

A new problem srcece sc s recult of the enlarged
regettlement programme. Under the ILR.O.
defirniticn of an unaccompanied child (Genava

, Provieionol QOrder XNe, 335, 8 ohild is not un=-
| acrompanied if under the care of & cleee
relative, i.e, adult brether, eister, uncle,
eunt, grendperente. Such relstivee, nowever,
80 not constitute legsl gusrdisns. The posei-
bility ercze, therefcore, that the "Clcse Rela=
tive) wiehing to emigrate might, willingly or
unwillingly, have to lesve the child behind.
It would theo fell into the unsccompenied
category. To meet thie difficulty, it was
ggreed thot sny children who were expected to
become unaccomoanied due to the recettlement
programme should be reported by Child Welfare
officere to the Internstional Tracing Service
for necescsary sction. %1

(3) BRegistration of elirible children whose unaccom-
paniead ststus wee questionsble.,

—~. : (8) Children living vwith putative father end/or
— ‘putative relativee. To be coneidered ss un-
sccompanied snd therefere regletered,

(b) Children who are temporsrily unaccompanied,
thet 1s, children who sre under the gupervi-
glon of an adult in Jeil, an inesne asylum,
or a hespital, Theee had to be considered
88 unaccomponied and regietared, 1if the
etoy of the ndult in one of the sbeve men-
tioned ploces was likely to exceed three
months.

(o) Children in correspondence with parents or
ralstives, Children who were in Germany snd
in correspondence with parents cr releatives
cuteide Germsny were to be considered as
unaccompanied and rezistered, if auch corre=-
spondence was mcre than threa months old.

o . (4) Children nct to be recistered

- It proved to be exceedingly difficult for the
Pleld etaff tc meke decisions as to which cases
mignt resscnoble be expected to be eligible for
I.R.0, ecxrvicee. In order to obviate the
regietering of children whose cosz2s would hove
to be clocsed e ineligible, & fulde wss worked
out snd approved by I.R.0. Heedguartere, cover-
ing eix categories of children who should not
be registered, even though documentary preoef of o

7 German citizenchip might not be available,
Theee cptegoriee were:

W -
(8) Children cver 14 yesrs of age, sepsrated
from their porents after the wor, not sas
s direct reeult cf it, cn whom all inform=-
eticn pointed to their being Germon, even
though no documentery evidence was 5

avalilsble.

(v)
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(b) Childrsn lege!ly sdopted befeore the war,
whe were living with their 2do;tive parents.

(e) Children borm before tha war on German ;
Territery ss at 31.12.37: : i

(1) If they were full orphane placed with
feeter parente prior to the war, end
- 8till with their fostar parents.

(41) Foundlinz children for whem the pre-
war sutiherities were unable to establish s
identity or find relotives.

(d) Children adoyted after wer, with the coneent
of both prrents for & legitimste child, snd
ef the mother for an illegitimate child,

(e) In genersl, feoundlinz children picked up
sfter 1et Janusry 1946, =oculd not be
registerad, unless there were indications
that the child mighkt nct te ¢f German citizen-
Ehip.

(£) Children expelled after the war from their
countries of reésidence to Germany, together

with their pareots, sod who became separated
from them eitker on the jJjourney or efterwarde,

Scme controverey aleo arces se to whether a person
who hod not reazcined the age of 21 ¢ould be con=
eidsred aes 8 guardien tc s child, The guesticn
wee diecuesed and the fellowing instructicna
iesued to -the Field Staff:

"A child should nct be considered to be

3 accompenisd if it i= being teken care of by
A person who has prt yet reachad the gge of
21. Such a child should be coneidered ua-
gocompanied snd registered. Efforte should
be made not to break up family groups. sor
inetance, if two brothers aged 15 and 19 are
together, then both children should be regzie-
tered, even theougn the casa of the elder
would not normslly be handled by Child §earchy

- In tiis way, the Child ¥Welfpre gtaff are
' encbled te do Joint planning for both
children,” :

Search outside G=rmany

It was declded upon, in concsultation with the I.R.C.
Heniquartere, th~t gll unsccompanisd children kncwn to the
I.R.0., in whotever country they mizht be living, ehould
be reported to the Child Ceerch Branch Lendnuarters, io
the hope that the inclusion cf thneir names in the children's
index night brirg sbout the scluticn of some, at least, of
the outstarding enjquiries for miszing children.

Tewnrds the middle of 1945, difficultiec were rejyorted

for tre firet tinms by the I.R.0. Miecsion in Itoly in osrry-

ing cut @ eerrch progrszume in Italy fer United laticns'
ch%ldren. Thaee-éifficultieu wore reperted 10 I.F.0. liend=
qusrtere but no satiefcctory ecluticn w-e feund, Varicus
Voluntary Societies, cuch ag the U.S. Committes for the -

Care
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Caras of Eurcpgean Children snd the Naticnal Catholic Welf:re
Conference investigated the matizr con their cwn initintive
snd filed protects on tre fate of United Henticons' unaccom-
ponied children in Itsly. Howevar, tre situntlon of thece
children wne never rcectified snd a complete registration
of all tne unaccomponied children weae nevaer made, although
the presence ¢f thece children wee known. ,

Further difficulties srcee in the ccordinsticn cf scti-
vitiee concerning unaccompsnied children between the Child
Search Brsren end the Welfare officisls of the IR0 Kiselon
in Auetris., Twice a rcprcsentstive cf the Internaticnal
Tracing Service visited Austria ond conducted sarveys.

After th ee surveye, it becare clesr thnt the zesrch for
unaccomponicd United Natione' children in Austris could not

be considered completed snd that further action was necessaly,
even though the I.R.,0. Miceicn ha2 previcusly done come work
in thic field srd the Austrisn Govern:zent hod been mcst cO-
operntive., However, slthough rcsponsible Velfare officials

in I.R.0. Headgusrters fully recrgnised this, o acticn
whatever wug taken in this direction either during the

yeer 1949 er the yesr 1950. Y=

In the latter part of 1949, owinz to the etarting of
the phaeing cut of the programme of the I.R.0. &nd the
gredusl cutting dcwn of gtaff in the 1.HR.0. Migeions, it

‘becnne nececonry to reconsider the quietion of Child Search
outside of Germeny. The varicus I.R.0. liisciones had been
carrying cut in thneir territcriece the regiastretion of
unsccomgonied children, which, in Germany wae performed
by Child Sesrch tesme. In addition, they hsd alco helgced
in investigsting individusl tr ciny cases. It appenred
deubtful, nowever, thot they would for long be sble to
carry on with tnie work. Alter discuesion wita I.R.0.
Heudnuarters, it wae decided, thersfore, to cddress an
appeal to the Governments of the countrics concerned
seking that they or Agencies p;pointed by them, sheuld
peeiet in the tracing snd reglstering of unaccompsnied
children, . The Appesl wss formulated os follows 3

"at the lo:t meeting of the Gepersl Council cf the
Internationel Refugce Urganieaticn, ihs member patlons
spreed that negotisticns should be underteken tc trang=
fer, by June 30th, 1950, functions of the International
Trueing Serxvice to Governmsnte, or te sncther inter-
nntionsl or interpgrvernmentol bcdy. It has been
neceezary, therefore, for the Child Seerch Branch of
the Intermsticnal Trucing Cerxvice 10 revicew its
pohievenments, to 2 zees how much still remains 1o be
done, snd tc consider by what mcane it could ensure
thst everything humenly poeceible will be undertaken
to conclude the task entrusted to it.

\ nThe mandste ziven to the Chkild Search Branch is¢
(a) to f£ind the children ¥idnapged by the Kozls ond
other non-Germsr children who bhove becceme dig=
pleced gnd araceompnnied se a reeult of the warj
(b) to identify trese children, estob'lish their citizen=
: ehip, osnd provide them with decumentaticny’
(o) to bring thew intc comtunicstion with their parents
or other relntives,

~ "In order to corry thie cut, & centrol index cf
the namee of miseing and locoted unaccompnrnied children
hsa been cet up st the Branch Headgquarters office.

-

The work
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"The work cutside the Brunch cffice can, {or
practical purpesez, ba divided inte two distinct
parts = thst ineide Germeny snd thot outelde of this
country.

"Ineide of Germsny, where the majority of
unaccomuonied children are to be found, the Inter- :
nationsl Tracing Service h s ite own Search Officers '
whe conduct active investigations "4n the fileld",

At prescnt we arc in tne midst of & grosrnm=e for =l 4 |
registering all non-Germsn children in Germon inesti= . ° "< |
tuticne and foeter homes, onrd ore slsc invectigeting

all ade;ticn contracts filed witn the Germsn courte

gicce 1929. By this means, 1t iz hoped thst we may

locste ot leaet the grester progorticn of foreiesn

children etill hidden smong the Germen poculation.

We anticipnte that the sctusl field inveetigaticne

will be completed by June 1950. There will, however,

et%ll remoin the work to be performed in cur central .
ofifice: !

(a) Completicn of the idectific=tion of the children
located, thet ie, to estoblich their eitizenship
and porovide them with documents.

(b) Keceseary trucing ection and correspondence to
bring the children locsted in ocntact with their
parents or other relatives,

"OQuteide ¢f Germany, the tusk of senrching for
relatives and miscing children hae bzen performed by the
natfonnl tracing burcsux cr cther szgencles of the countries
concerned, end the I.R.0. Missione asttached to those
countries. Ve have received from them lists of unsccom=
panied displaced childrea who sre living within their
boundsriee. By this ncnne, we heve been asble to bring
mony child:en ard relontivesz inte contact with one snother.
%e are certein, however, thot not sll remes of theee
displaced unsccompanied cnildren cuteide of Germany
have been reported to ue. If we hod these nomes, we .
believe we would be eble tc locate a part cf the Zo,000
¢children for whom we have enguiries, and bring them into A
contret with theirrelatives. The stafif of the I.R.C. S0
Miegeione is groiuslly beirg withdrawn, snd these offices ]
sre nt longer eble to sseiet us ss previcuely. It ie
for thie resecn thast we nocw turn to you in order to !
aprenl fer jyour help in suapplyin;: ue with complete lists
of all fcreisn unaccompnnied children, dieplsced ns a
result of the wsr, st present within ycur borders. In
pddition %5 the nomee of children actually leocated within
your bordere, we sre anxious tc ecbtrin licte of the
ohildren wno paesed throush your territery during, cor
after, the wer, This informuticn will glve us clues for
pureuing inveetigntione in yet sncther cocuntry. On
teth lietn we would require the follicowing information:
'full name, dste and place cf birth, perents’ namee; and
for the tranzient children we reed, in additicn, tha
date of arrivsal snd place ©f crigin, slec the date of
exit with destinuntion. Probably the grester number cof
these children will slresdy be kncwn to ue, but the
receipt of the rnuxee of othere nct knowa te us may yet
change the outlook cn the future for meny cthere who. now
Xnow ncthing ebout their families, nnd little rbcut their
own idertity. %e want tc feal that, by the time our f
operation - closes, eévery cgource of infermaticn and all
dstn cn unaccemponied and missing children irelde snd
outside of Germeny hos been thoroughly exploited,

Wa leook
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: "We lock forward to your asctive cooperntion

1n thie eervice tc unaccozpanied children, a vitel
humanitarian eervice in which we feel cure your

nnticn wishes to teske psrt. We shall be glad to -
eupvly you with eny further details you may require

tc ensble you to give full consideration to the whole |
problem."

This Appesl wns sent to the following 40 countriest !

Albanis Greece Pakietan ]
Australis Hungary Philippinee .
Austria India Portugsl {
Belgium Iran Recumania i
Bulgsria Iraq South Africs

Canada Italy Spain 1
Czechcelovakia Kenya Sweden i
Denmark Lebanon Switzerland 1
Egypt Luxembourg Tangnnyika

Lire Mexico Turkey '
Eastern Zone of Germany Netherlsnds UsS.ds

Finland Jjew Zealsnd U.5.5.R,

Prance Norway e - Yugoslavis w

( Great Britain

In the majority of caeés, these countriee responded well 4
o~ and geve valueble sssistance, i

gpeeinl Aecignment of Child Search Officiale

The experience of the Child S@arch Branch in connection
with the regietering snd servicing of unaccompasnicd children ]
wae recognieed on two occasicone when 2 member of the eotaff . B
wae sent by the I.,R.0. Hesdquartere on apecial miseions out- A
side of Germany.

(1 )Vieit to Polsnd

It wse long reslised thst Polend was the

nation which had suffered moet under the Nazi

regime, ps regarde the kidnapping and germani-

gation.of ite children, When I.R.0. Headguarters

cent some Welfare representstives to Polend for
i : "discuseions with the Pelish suthoriti=, a |
sl ' reprecentative of the Child Search Bronch was ;
U : alse included in the group. Toplos discus=sed !

by the Child Search Officer with the Polieh _ -

Red Oroes in Wareaw during this trip included: . f

(a) The insdeguate information received
from Polend made it very difficult for
geuccecsful search snd trecing to be
dona in Germany.

(b) Th: lock of informption received from
Polnnd concerning the genersl Nazi
orgeniestion and programme which had
been in existence in the country
during the wsr snd upon which the :
Polieh sutherities might have been . ,
expect:d to hevé me'e s etudy and '
obtzined valunble dsts.

+ (@) The time lag involved in the trncing
3 of relatives and the procurement eof
: docunente in Poland in regard to : |
unaccompanied Polish children loecated |
by the Internationsl Trecing Service. vl

e =~ T o

y——
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» A free dizcuscion of thece points with the
Folich Red Crozs resulted in o betisr understanding
of the difficuliice eéncocuntered by the Child Search
2rarch in Germany ard a realization of the type of
Informeticn required for the eucceessful solution

of the miceing children'e caseg,

Registrsticn cf » gpeeinl group of children in
Iiﬂly.

Durin; the menth of July, esome cf the unoccome
panled children under I.R.O. csre, who had previoug-
1y b2en in the Hiddle Zaet, were truneferred to
Itsly., At the resuest of I.R.O. Headquartere, the
Child Sesrch Broncn sent a repreeentstive to Itely
te geelet in tie regietroticn of those children

. whoge reccrde were incomglete. The Child Senrch

Officer interviewed more thun 130 children of the
grcup of 149, Thie reeulted in the prepsration of
121 regietration forme, icclading eccinl hietories.
Thece registrations included children over 17,
members of family groups where youngex children

werce precent, who werc registered im crder to keep
the family group togetter; snd seversl unaccompanied
youths on wvhom Child Search slresdy hsd individusl
cse@ recerds, previcucly ferwarded from the liddle
Zogt tracing cffice. The documentation which the 3
children brousht with them from the Middle Zaset

was =0 lnsdequste that it wss, et thnt time, cur
belief thrt we hod performed a resl service by
re-reglstoering these cnildren, even though at so
late 2 dste, The Child Secrch officer wns able

to moke available to the I.R,0, Children'e Centre

in Itely extrocts from trocing informotion previocusly
received from the Liddlc East., Seme of the tracing
clues hsd been revorted to the hilddle Fast office

ag lote ne November snd December 1948, but owing

10 the impending liquidation ef thet office, hed
never bsen passad to or discuseed with the children,
The recmees of the majority of the children ard youths .
in the group had alre-dy beern recorded by the Child
ceorch Brench Headsusrters from liste scomitted by

" the Uiddle Fset ofTice in 1948. lowever, individusl

cace records exlsted cnly on spproximntely 67 children
and youths; tirece were a part 0 the casse reccrds
treneferred seversl menthe previcusly by the liiddle
Eget tracing office, None of these reccrds contgined
& complete bsckgrcund and esocisl hietcry. 4e
definite planning for this group of children wse very
urgent, these regletrations were given pricrity end
inmediste trecing action wne teken st Child Senrch
Braonch Headquarters. iiowever, only a short time _
sfter the Child Sesrch officer returned from Itsly,
information woe received that the entire group wos
slready on the way to Canada. By the time, there-
fore, that the firet recults of the tracing action
were recelived and ecma relatives locoted, these
children hnd alrcady left Europe, The only

remgining eervicc which cduld be given was the pase-
ing of the trocing resulte to the I.R.0. Yieesicn in
Cdnpda with the regquest that the children invelved
might be nctified; and the infcrming c¢f the reloativea
in Polsnd that the children were in Cenada.

Decieions
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Deciceione rnd Ordzrs ics=uej by I.8.0. Genaeral Council
in conpecticn with Child senroh,

e ——

At the July meeting cf the Genersl Council, it wee '|
i decided thnt the 31et Auguzt should be the dezdline date i
. by which D.P.e snd refuzces deeirins apsistsnce from I R.0.

should regieter with the Orgzonieztion. Three catecoriees

were egtabliched, for which exceytion would be made. The .
firet cf these cutegories concerncd unaccompsnied childe |
ren snd was defipned by the Council as follows 3

"Such unsceempenied childrsn ae may be
locuted by the Child Sesrch Branch of the
-Internsticnsl Trocing Sorvice sfter that dete
may be admitted t0 I.R.0. cosistence.”

The General Council furthermore ststed:

- g
S —

-"An externded sesrch for miscing children . . B
which I.T,S, has receatly begzun will not be ) “
ecncluded until after June 1950. It will be

( neceéessry % continue hunting, after 30th Jupe
1950, I,R.0. termination date, for relatives of |
chiidren uncovéred ge a result oL the search.” - |
(It should be noted thot, at that time, the

- "+ I.R.0. wes due to terminote on thie dnte,) - ;

Thie was one of the renconec upen which the General Council
: based its ccncluszion that the Internaticnsl Tracing Service
. A ehould continue to operate sftsr the end of the LeRaDoy
' and thst a new eponsor would have to be rought. Iow
illueory this Recolution of the Genersl Council proved
for unsccompanied children, ie shewn by the fact thaot even
- though unsceompenied children locsted sfter the 31st Augusgt
1949 may be admitted to I.R.0. sseistance, in practice,
the I.R.0. Constitution was spplied mere ond more rigidly
in the caece cf uneccomperied children by the Eligibility
Officers =0 thzt compsratively few children were actually
token onre of, beyond the services which could be given by
the Child Seprch Branch. As regsrds thne egecond part of the
K Council etatevent, thnt the sesrch for children would hove
to continue after June ZGth 1950, it w»ill be seen in the
last part of this report, that not oniy woe mesrch rnot
continugd after June 30th 1950, but thzt sctually it wss
- broken off gs esrly as larch 31et in the middle of the
= operation at sc short a notice ag 10 days.

At the October meetlay ¢f the I.R.0. Genersl Council,
\ the Directer Genersl gave the following cutline on Child
\ Search to the Council :

"The International Committee of the Red
Croee i= not prepared to tske ovar the Child |
Search preogramme., The I R.0. has now to -
dcoide, therefore, whether thie progromme ehould, )
ceace on 31 Leccmber 1949, when funds now {
sllocsted will hove been lorgely exhaueted, or f
whether mesns should bs found to continue it i
until 30 June 1950 or until scme other con - #

|

venient date before the tronsfer of other work ’
of the Internaticnsl Traocing Service takes
place.

"The aims of the Child Sesrch Branch of
the I.7:5, ares

(a)
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(a) to find children kidnapped by the ‘ .
Nazis and gll other non-Germsn child- . i
.ren who have become displaced snd un-
accompanied as a result of the warj

. : (b) to identify these children, establish |
3 their citizenship and provide them ' -
L with documents;

(e) to bring them into communication with
their parentes or relatives,

"The late receipt of materisl giving infor-
mation on these children has caused the Child
Search programme only now to be reaching the pesgk f
of its activity. After lengthy negotiation with it
the Occupation Authorities and with the German |
authorities, the I.T,S. received permission to L
start a programme of intensive search in insti-
tutions, with foster parents and for adopted
children, Orgsnised search for children in
. institutions started in June 1949 and 1s expected
i to be finished by the end of the year, by which
. - time some 200,000 children will have been investi-
gated and about 1,500 unasccompanied non-German
children discovered, This work does not, however,
( ' : include organised search for children living with
L S foster parente end a progrsmme has been worked out
: for them which, if it began on 1 January 1950 would,
it is expected, be finished by the middle of that

year., Investigatione of adopted children is a
" continuous process, :

—————

"The procedure adopted is that, on discovery
of a child, the suthorities of its country of
origin are informed, and at the same time the
.process of documentation is begun and the I.R.0,
Child Welfare officere conduct social welfare
investigations. It has been the practice in the
U.S. Zone of Germany for children to be removed
from German instituticns and put in I.R.,0, Assembly

( _ ' . Centres; while in both the British and French
; g L Zones children are placed 1in centres, run by the
military suthorities under I.R.O. supervision,
S thus the continuation of the Chila Search pro-
D gramme has usually been connected with the con-  ~
T . tinuation of the I.R.0. Care and Maintenance
LS progremme, and it has been considered prudent to |
plan for the closure of the Child Search programme i
sufficiently far inalvance of the Care snd Main-
tenance programme for the children under care and
maintenance to have their csses completed before
the closure of Assembly Centres.

R ]

s i e

——

"Increasingly, however, it is evident to the
Director-General that there is no need on grounds
0f physical welfare alone for children to be put
in T.R.0. Assembly Centres, since economic con-
ditions are e0 much improved in Germany. It would
in many cases be ressonable and poeeible for g
child to remain where it is until finsl plans are
made for its future. This would, of aourse,

|
\

necessitate l ’
1
|
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necessitatz o ecntinusnce of the legsnl pro-

tection which ig slracdy undertsken in port

| ) by the existirg wrrk of {dentificetion snd . . ,
' decumantetion. Furthermore, cny scetion - -

. neceesary for the reosantriation of children I

1 can alwoys bte tsken by the povernment concerned. i

- "It is thue considered that the continu-
“aticn ¢f the Child Sesrch programme is not neceems=
rily dependient on the continuntion of the I.R.0.
Core snd laintzrance pregramme end even of the |
I.R.0, Repatriction preogresme, and that the
o present Child Eearch pro-ramme could, if so0
déeired, continue with certsin hzndicaps until
it is completad, sbout ihe middle of 1950, even [
though the ¢sre and maintenance progrenme were N
not contiouzd after 30th June 1350. |

"There haos recently been a marzed increnee
in the number of caces =olved, ec many being -
L golved in the pnet tnree mcnthe &s in the previowve | §
i eix, Thnis epplies particulerly to old coesee On j
{? : which naw infcrmstion hae keen obtained. Abcut f
' 20,000 enguiries sbout children of 31 nationelities
: I are ctill opsn, of which 5,000 have bean received
~— in 1949, ond eolved cages represent over 10,000
S children of 38 diiferent nationalities, The com=
| - pleticn of sesrch preper by the middle of 1350
vould of ecourss still lesve uncompleted the work
: \ of docu-entation ond of bringinz children pnd
i - relstivee into touch with one enother.  This would |
; ' " be no woree, however, in reepect of children die-
covered during 1950 than in reepect of children - |
diszccvered sorlier, and adequats plons for s !
continuntion of efforts tc solve theee individual - |
problems have yet to be made, A continuation and ]
completion of sesrching would not materislly affaect !
them." :

After studying the problem of the International Trscing
‘Service, the Genersl Council igetructed the Dirgetor-Genersl

ss followes -

"4, to re-exemlne in detoil the programme end
il budget of the International Tracing Service snd
e N to effeot the maximum poseible savings and
eimplificotion of cperstionz in order thot the main
documentation functicns ¢f the Service may be
complated by 30th June 1950."

"2, to negotiete with the intereceted governments
end with Ogcupation Authorities for the transfer
by 30th June 1950 oef the then remaining ftracing
furotione of the Internaticnal Tracing Service %o
governments cr to snother internationnl or
intergevernnental body."

—~—
¥

In order to put into proetice Part 2 of theec instruo-
! ticns ac they concerned Child Sesrch, 1t was evident that the
following gointe hod to be takea-into coneideration ~

(s) The reslisaticn that the tdentificaticn of the
children loo-ted, establiching thelr citizen-
ghip and providing them with decumente, would
have to ccntinue sfter June 30th, 1950, Thia
wos in any case a part of the residusl problem

of lagal protection.

(v)
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(b) IKecececry trielng action and cor-espondence
would hsve to be centinuad in crder to bring
the children leocptea intc contset with their
parente or other relativee,

* Genernl Survey anA Reeidual Worklead

The yesr 1949 wae ope of continuous achievement, se
csn be seen from g etetietical comparieon of 1945 snd 19493

lionthly
Aversra

Znquiries received from 1 Hay 1945 to 31 Dee.1949

= 22,314 398
Enquiries received from 1 Jan.1949 to 31 360-1§¢5

= 5:277 439 !
Enquiries solved from 1 Nay 7945 to 31 Dec. 1949

) - 35369 60
Enquiries solved from 1 Jan.1949 to 31 Deo. 1949
-m 1,624 135

This wes accomplished in epite of the many difficulties an-
T countered - some inherent in the fact thot the operstion -
ot took plece in an occupied country. The chief causeg of I
: nnxlety during the year were: the delay in seseignrent of
internationsl staff to their posts of duty; the turnover -
of 75% of the D.P. etaff becsuse of emigration; the oconstant I
struggle to keaep all field officers on the roud;, the vehicles
alloted to theee officers being mostly 0ld srmy Jeepes and
 the difficulty of obtaining asdequate euppliee ot the timge
when they werc moet needed, '

In order better tc understand the achievements of the
yeosr snd the work which still remaiced to be done after
December 1949, it is necessnry to examine the mandote of
the Child Sesrch Branch. This wae 3 |

( (a) To find the children kidnagped by the XNazis
. ) end other non-German children whe became
displaced and unaccompanied as s reeult of
the war;

—

e . (v) To identify theee children, establich thetlr
citizenship, snd .rovide them with doocumsntaticn;

(e) To bring them inte communication with theix
parents cor other relativee.

\

It wos antlcipatcd thut the tosk deccribed under (a)
- would be complated about ‘the middle of 1950 =

(1) In Germsny - when the field investigations
under the Limited Regigration Plan hod been
completed, .

(2) Outeide of Germsny = when g1l individusl cace
records held by the I.R,0. Mic:ione had been
consolidoted at Child Search Bronch Hesdouarters !
\ end the resulla of the sppeal for governmental
cooperotion had been receivad.

In crder to have a ccmprehensive pilcture of the reeidual
problem of uneccomponied children, it is neceseary to

exsming
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examine previcue internaticnsl sction in gonnection with

_ this problem.s An internaticnal agrecment cencerning the

1 gacrdionship ef mirnors, =igned in 1902, sni ratified -in ¢
1904, 1o still ccreidered vaolid. Thiz is particularly
interzeting, ne Germany wee onc of the signatories, This
agreement mokes provizion for the getting up of three
types of guardianship s

(1) Gunrdiesnehip set up under the gevis of the
country of which the miner is= & national.

(1) Guardisnchip set up by the diplomstic or
conculsr agsnt, in asccordonca with the law
0f the country of which the minor is e
national

(111) Gunrdiscship cet up by the cuthorities of the
country in which the minor i reziding, end N
in sccerdance with the local law,.

The pgreement providees that the seccnd type of guardian—
¢ ehip shall teke place only in euch csces in which the lew of
- the country of which the minor is a nsaticnsl mekee no
prcvieion for the setting up of guerdicncship for mincre
reelding In a foreign country. A further condition to be
- cbeerved befcre this seccond type of guardisnship cen be set
TG up iz thst no cleusze in the laws and reguletions of the stots
in which the minor residee prevente the gettirg up of guardiasn=
chlp by diploematic or corealar sgente of o foreign nation. :
% The lact type of guerdisncship shall-be set up only in such
cases in which, for scme reseon, nelther of the othar two
- types is poseible, :

The termes of this egreement heve been given since it I
ie evident thst thie or sny other egreement purpeorting to -
proviie fcr the settlezent of the preblem of uneccomponied =
children, can only be applied aftcr the identity nnd citizen-
chip of the child have beer clearly eetsbliched. The work
of the Child Search Branch, therefors, provides the b-eis
upon which rcete the eclution of the problen. It seemed,

( therafore, a preresuisite that the tosk of the Internnticnsl
i Trocing Service in providing prejzer identificetion ond doau=
nmentation would hsve te be concluded before any permanent
. geettlecment of the ouestion could be made., It was with this
ERE . - ir mind, that the Child Sesrch Branch in December 1949 leooked
= * forwverd to completing the Limits=d Regletration Plan snd ccn=-
tinuing tracing. Thie analyele, which was aspplicoble to the
gitustion in Dacember 1949, 1s no less oprlicsble now in
- September 1950, ae the Child Search Ersnch ceseses active
= invectigaticps end etarte cn s phase of very limited sotivi-
tiee, ~ith 1tz original aime unettsined end the problem of the
miseing children incompletely investigated.

Publie Intercet in Child Search

It 1e a well known faoct that the genernl publio ie
nlwaye intarecsted in ohildren and will respgond to any appeal
for help for children. Consequently, as the preee in various
countriee beosme aware of the children’sz problem resulting
from the wer, corrcepondents from meny popers visited the
Child Sesrch Branch isendjuasrters. They included represan=
tativee of the following newspapers and agencies 3

Belgium
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Belsiunm
Temoignage Chzﬁtlan
Toronto Sta?

« Englend
| / ' Daily Herald
| The Times
Fronce
Plgaro
( Germony

: .~ Stors and Stripes

Uist-ﬁc |

Eridgeport, Conneceticut, Sunday Hersld
) Chicego Dally News
2 : 13 + . Christisn Science Lopitor ;
. . Darver Post y
Liberty logszine and Nstione Bueiness
lemphic Commercial Appesl
idsmi Hersld
‘Hilwaakee Journal
Newerk News i
Pitteburgh Poet Gezetts
Seattle Times I
United Ststes Overcess Ageacy

l' : L U.SIS.R‘

Pravdso

In addition, the fdllowing progrommes oon-
= ca;ning unaocomranied children were broandosst over the
radio: : §

R \

Americen Forces Network i

Child Se=srch Genarsl Cutline

Britieh Brordenetinz Cerporation

A gtoery of three Polish children deported
to Germany but who had been locoted end
reunited with their father in Polsnd.

Unitecd Naticns Rndic Divieion

Dauzhter of Lidice
Eleven hiesmory Street ; ; ,
Memo from Lake Success
Tx0 Billicen Strong

United Naticne To=dey

1950
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At the veglinninz of 1950, the Direccter of the Inter-
nctionel Tracing Service, sccompsnied by the Chief of the
Child Sesrch Branch, atiended o meeting in Geneva ot vwhich
vere precent the Director-Gerergl cni vericus Department
Chlefs of the I.R.0. leadouarters. At this meeting o

. repert wse presentcd by the Internstional Tracing Service

Elving the current situstion of Child Search. This report
wos made bearinz im mind the stoatemsnt made by the Director=-
Genersl on Child Cesnrch at the Ooctober 1949 mecting of the
General Council (see Page 27). It h=d been previoucly stressed
snd wae again reiterpted, thet it wse impoesible for the
whole prcblem to ba eolved before the clesure of the I.LR.O.
Urgent representstion, therefore, wes mande that the guestion "
ghould be referrcd immediamtely to the United Ketions, who
ghould assume ultimste reeponsibflity for the legnl pro- 5
tectlon snd cere cf unaccompesnied children cuteide their
country ¢f origin.

At thiz same time, tha coffices of the British, French
and U,3. digh Commiseicnere requecsted s full report on the
work of Child Search, together with en analysis of how much
of the propremme woer etill uncompleted end the amount of
time required to finiesh it.

In FPebruary, the Director-General iesued s report on
the problem of Child Search to the Ixezcutive Committee of
the I.R.0., 0t & meeting held in preparstion fer that of
the Genersl Council in Korch. In thie repoxrt, the pro-
posal of the Director-Genersl for the future of Child,
Seerch was outlined as folleows @ -

"As stated esrlier the funde approved by the
Genera) Council sre sufficient for the continuation
of Child Search on its prcecnt baeis until 30th
June 19%0, In the nbsence of apdditiennl funds,
the Direcetor-Genersl has cercfully reviewaed the
activities end budzet of the Child Sesrch Branch to
determine whether it might be poesible, by mcking
pdminietrative econcmies, improving the crganissticn
of the Branch end conccecntrating staff ond resturces
en teesks of msjor importance, to extend the life of
Child Seerch long enough to ensur¢ that the
regictration ¢f children presumcd to be non-Germsn
mirht be completed snd that a further limited pumber
of children, whose nationslity, identity and
eligibility under the I.R.0, mondote could be
definitely ecstabliched, might be referred te Child
Welfore for spproprinte scticn. In Order to reduce
+0 o minimum the number of cases referred to Child
Velfore, the Director-Genersl hnc attached to the
Child Sesrch Branch Child Velfare nnd Eligibility

. Officere vho will muke s preliminary review of
eliribility before cuses mre turned over to Child
welfsre. The Directer-Genersl hog thue been aoble
to prepore o plrn for the liqudstion of Child Cesrch,
{n scccrdance with which the opernticn functione of
the Bronch would cence on 31zt July 1950, and there-
after, only & very emall staf: would be required to
gsrry out the normsl sdministrative liguidstion which
would be completed no leter then 31st August 1950.

This plen
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"This plon provides for the following tacks to be
accomplished by 31et July: -

(a) Reglstraticn in eccordunca with the Limited
Regietration Plan of all children precumed
t0 be ncn-German snd inserticn of their
nomes in the loster Index;

(b) Preporation for addition to the srchivea
end llseter Index of all docum=ntary

i{idecce produced by the Limited Ragtat&atiﬂn
Liun; . =

(o) As for ns pocsible, estsblishment of
nationality sad identity of children and
tracing of rslatives. It is ectimsted
that & further 1,250 casee will be com-
pleted, =#nd that there will remsin
eeveral thousand children registered whose
casde will not hove been completed.

(d4) Checking susinst the Moeter Index of all
individusl enquiries for children received
by the Brznch grior to 31st July 1950 and

. cbecking by the punch-csrd machine system
all enguiries thst were received prior to
318t December 1949, :

"The Director-Géneral considere that, on ligui-
dation in szcerdence with this plen, Child Sesrch
will hsve accompliched ite msin objective of dis-
covering end registerinz children who are preesumed
to be non-Gernien, will have asecistcd in the ectige
foctory scluticn of these cages za far se allocated
funde permit (by ettempting to ectoblish theirx
naticnslity and identity =nd to trsce their relstives)
and will h:ve peeced cn to the Child Welfare services
of the Orgenissticn the cases whose non-Germsn origin .
will huve been established snd whose eligibility under
the I.R.0. mendate is reasonsbly certain,”

It should be noted here thot, slthcuzh st this time the
I.R.0,, 86 on orgzniestion, hod been exterded until 31et March
1951, the posslibility thaot ocneideration ehould be given to
the pllctment of the ccmparestively smsll sum rejuired to
complete the Child Sesrch progromme, wee not even mentioned.
This meant, in effect, thot slthough moet elizible children
would huve been rexieteracd, tracing scrvice to identify them
snd locate relotivecs would not have been performed. What,
in fect, would hsppen would be thet the children would
rennin in Germsny ond f£or their wheole livee be ignorsnt of
their identity snd backgreound,

The report, however, ¢id moke it ~uite clesr that the
remoindexy of the funde nllecstad by the Genersl Council in
1948 for the Child Sesrch operaticn sheuld be used in such
a manner os to conclude zr much as poesible of the programme,
without exceeding thoze funds.

The whole auesticn c¢f Child Search wes discueced ot
the Executive Committee meeting., However, at the General
Council meeting in Harch, whea the ectivitles ¢f the Inter-

national
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nztionsl Tracing Service were brought up for review, neo
meation whatscever w-a mnde of Child Zesreh = an integral
. part of the Internstionsl Trucing Service with gpecifio

funds clloted for ite work. After discuscion, a
Reeolution, No. GC/151/Rev. 3, wee poeeed, instructing
the Director-Genaral:

"To muke provigiom inm the Pluin of Expenditure
for the Supplementury Pericd of the I.K.0. of tha
necessary funde for the mointenance st Arolsen »
gfter 18t July 1950 of a reduced I.R.C, euper-
vicory etaff; provided that =such provisions shall
not axceed the emount o the esvinge which he con
moke In the sum sllocated in the Plan of Expenditure
for 1943/50 for the I.T.S., including Child Seerch.”

Thie Reeolutloan wne interpreted to mean that the funds
previcusly epecifically alloosted for Child Sesrch by the
Genersl Councll, ehould ncw be ucsed for the general activities’
¢f the Internaticnsl Tracing Service - although the matter
hod never been brought before the General Council in thie
1ight¢

The Director-Genersl oa 21st March 1950 iesued the -
following imstructione to the Director of the International
Trecipg Service @

: "This is to inform you thst the queetion of the
precsent position snd the future cof the International
Tracing Service wes exsmined by the Executive o

. Cormittee during ite Seventih Segeion, eand the Genersl
Council during its Pifth Seseion, held in Geneve
during March 1959.

"On the buzis of the repert submitted by the
Exeoutive Commitiee v the Genersl Council, Resolution
Fo. GC/151/Rev. 3 vwac sdopted,

"In crder to implement the sabove mentioned
reeclution I have decided thst, as 8 result of our
. discussionst

children 22 from 18t April 1950, but will .
contirue up to 31st August 1950 the work of
i{dentifying =nd decumenting the children

elready found. E&tarting 1at September 1950,
.the normel period of one month's liquidation
will te earried cut by a reduced steff. Thie
1fquidotion entaile the remcvsl of the Cbild
Search archives to the I.T.5. Hendnuarters at
Arolsen, suitebly erranged for integration
therein., Provision will be mode st thie time
for the minimum nunber of internationsl employess,
gay two, to be attsched to I.T.S. Hemdquartere
for the handling ¢f incoming enguiries or corre-
spondence resulting from previcus activities.

(ﬁ)' Child Sesrch Brench will cease to regieter

The funfds thus mode available by the limitaticn
of Child Zecrch sctivitice will be tronsferred
to the generol budget of the Intsrnaticnal
Trecing Soervice."

 The effect of this order wae to stop short, et ten
days nugiua, all Field work on the Limited Reglstrstion Plsan.

It hod

b







J

B
6 o'

‘ o P LT
-270- ~-]

It hed been axpected that this Field work would hove becn
completad within 2 furth r thrze cr four mtnthz. It should
nlso be ncoted that the Fleld staff were now engaged on

thet phoee ¢f the Limited Registration Plan from which

the meet reeultec were =nticizated, that ie, the irnvestiigotion
of children livinz in foster homee or who had been adopted
duriog the war ysars.

The Genersl Council meaetinz wos attended by nn observer
from the Secretarist of the United Neations, who put the
following questions to the Interncticnal Refuszee Orgonisstions

"Doas the I.H.0., consider thot the 'Child Seorch
prcgrgnma' {3 no leager needed, and if it is still
needed - :

1., ¥hot oumbere of such children hrve been found, and
; whaot dieposal made of then during the last twalve
months?

2. Vhet provieion exists in the cocuntries concerned
for the peoesibility of continuicpg thie mezvice
throupgh local resources?”

The Orzanisation's reply, mnde on the 24th March, was
baczed mainly on the report of the Dirscter-Ganeral to the
Exacutive Committee in February (eee Page 32). Concerning
the future poesibilitiee of the Child Cesroh programne,
the answer given wes in part ag followe:

. "That epguiries will ccontinue to be received
for probably some yesre t0 come is remeosnably certsin,
though figuree for 1950 cshew 8 noticesble reduction
- 4n neéw enguiries - many being only re-enguiries. >

nat the Sevanth Seseion of the Executive Committee
eod the Fifth Seeeion c¢f the Genersl Council, the
question ¢f the Child Sesrch precgremme was comgldered
in relstiorn to the Child %elfere prograomme ¢f I.R.0.
ard the oversll nesd for winding up all of the I1.R.0.
3 potivities st tha eerliest possible deta.

"To this end, the Directer-General hae deolded
that, oe from April 1st 1950, nc new regletrations
of children ehnll be mede by Child Sesrch, theough
the work of identifying sand documenting the children
plrezdy found chsll coantinue up to Jist dugast 1950,
After thot dnte, the Child Search Branch will be
1i~uidated; the orchivesz transferred acd integrated

. 4nto the mxin files 8t I.T.S. Hendquarters, ond
pravision made for & emall intcrnational staffl to
handla incoming ennuiries or correspondence resulting
£rom previcu: sctivities.

nia canrot, at this time, state which Veluntary
Agenciece, Nationsl Trecing Burssux and Goverpaent
Dapnrtmente are, io Europe, equipped and preparad to
continue Child Search. To ancwer thic question
would nececeitste a detsiled enjquiry which I.R.0. is
not in o poesition to undertoke.”

Thie reply indicsted thst the lccating of unnccompanied
children wns contingent on the winding up of the I.R.0, and
the capscity of Child Welfare to hnndle additionol casas.

This,
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This, in spite of the fact that, in hie Cctobar report
the Director-Genersl h-d stuted’that 1 i

"The ccntinuation of the Child Search pro-
gremma is not necessarily dependent on the con-
tinuation of the I.R.0. Core snd Laintecnance
programne and even of the I.R,0, Repatriation
programmne, and that the preeent Child Sesrch
programme could, if so deeired, continue with
ccrtain handicape until it is completed, about
the middle of 1950, even thcugh the Csre and
uMointennnce programme wae not continued after
30th June 1950,"

The new statement wese s complete reveressl of the eaerlier
ong = Child Sesrch wsz to cesse &nd Child Welfsre to
continua,

It should also bte noted that, elthough the Genaral
Council meeting in October (see Poge 27) hsd given inetrua=-
tions for negotliastions to be undertsken with vernments or
internstionsl or inter;overnmentsl bodiee, the reply to
zhe Unlted Nations implied that no cuch eteps had been

nken.

Almost eimultoneously with the strupt closure of the
Child Search sctivities, notice was received from the A
Iripsrtite Committee on Displsced Perszons of the BEritieh,
Prench ond U.S5,. High Commiscicners thst they looked
favourably upon tha utilisaticn of the 1950 German Popu=

" lotion Census for locoting unaccompsnied Allied childran

in Garmany snd that they hnd referred this matter for
approval to the Director of the Allied Central Statisticel

: Qffice., It is ironiesl thet this sction shculd have been

token at the esme time as thnt when the delegates of the

three Occupying Powers at the Genersl Council mecting of

the Internstion2l Refugee Organisstion made no atiempt to
enable the programme of Child Scarch to be completed.

As gtated earlier in this repoert, the placning staff
of the Child Search Brench hed originslly considered thot
no overall coverage of the problem ¢f the miessing children
and the uneccompanied children could be made except by
meane of o genernl regictration of all children in Geymany.
Neverthelegs, the Limited Reglstration Plen, which depended
lnrgely on the cocperaticon of the German autheritiee for
{te succees, weaa deemed by tne Occupying Pewers to be the
only feccible plon, In acctusl practice, it wae found thot
the German Adminietration regorts were snything but asccurste,
This is best illustrated by the fact thot from the children

_ who were locsted in Germony by individusl tracing sction

during the pericd 1st Janusry to 31et Aumst 1950, end who

should have been covercd by the Limited Registrontion Plan,
T were not reported by the Germon Adminlstration. Of

thie percentage, 75% fall intc the ceilegory of children in

- Garmnon foetsr homes and adopted chilldren, the group for with

iovestigntions were brockenm off so abruptly on the 31st liarch,
as previcuely mentioned in thie report. To overcome this
insccurats reporting, which wos foreczen, e eyetem of control
waeg get up to check on the informstion received from the :
institutions, ycuth offices and sdoztion ccurts. An index
wae set up of children pravicusly known to the Branch ss

hoving
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having been leocested in Germeny. It wne then thought to
check the nomee of the children reported vy the Germon
Administreticn ageinst this index and carry out epaecial
investigntions of thoee Germsn o0fficee which failed to
regort theese children., Unfcrtunstely, owing to tha
hasty elosure of cur operntion, a thorouzsa examination
of the reporting of ths defaulting Germon cfficee has
pnct been pocsible,

Some ¢f the outstanding Limited Regletration Plsn
inveetigatione left unfinished by the Field offices have
been carried out by correspondence from the Bronch Hesd-
quarterc office, Neverthslces, at the end of Augd,
there still remelned 13,517 unfinished investigations
which could nct be clesred thrcugh correepondepce asction.
Eow meny thoussnde of these ere Alllied or other nen-
German children cennot be estsbliched unless Field
investigotions sre reasctivated, Theese unfinished Fleld
investizntions fall into the following cotegtries:

Gerxzany German Chilw. Childr, Childr. German

Zones of Lznd who have n . in Land Zone

Occupation (State) been Foster Insti- 9Gotels Totals
adopted Homes tutions 2

== s

British Schleswig- 65 992 104 9161
licletein .
Nizder=- 144 1474 141 1759
ganheen
Korthrhine 117 946 124 1187
Westpholis
City cf 48 126 i 5 179
Homburg :
Berlin e 420 280 + . 1294 1504 5880
UK Secotor :
Prench . South e A0 -~ in | T 86 327
i Lasd Baden
Wilrttemberg- i 175 123 305
*Eohenzollern : ,
Rhinelond 22 120 272 474
Pfalz : z
Berlin U 355 1088 1473 2579
' Fr. Sector
UeSe Bavarls 138 1011 549 . 1698
' Wurttemberg- 49 384 50 483
Brden : . :
Heszg 45 542 -.185 772
Bremen g i AR - 89
Berlin 48 559 1409 2016 5058 -

TOTAL 1 - 769 7318 5430 13517 13517

The German Red Crcsa = whe hava ocoperated in the inves-
tigation of unaccompanied children in Germony = immedintely
upen receiving notlce of the cloeure of our Fleld office,
offered tneir ecrvices for the coentinuation ¢f the progrommé.
They were nrapaéﬁd tc continue the werk (if given finsncisl
aseiatan065 ander the supervieion cf the Internaticnal
Refugce Orgsnisation. Thie proposal, which was referred to:

the Hnudquartirn
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the Lecdounrters of the Intermsticnonl Refugee Orgeniestion
in Gensvs wne, hewever, never scted ugon,

During the months of April and May, the varioue Fileld
offices in the three Western Zonez of Germany ond the City
of DBerlin were clescd in acecrdsnce with instructicns. The
period April to Auguet 1950 hne besu f£illed by the integre=
tion of the Fleld office reccrde inte those held by the
Hendquorters office, snd by continulnz, by correspendence
enly, the work of identifying, documnenting and tracing
relativea of children grovioucly located.

Ae haes elesewhere bezn noted in this report, it tock
eevernl yesrs for the Organisation finally to reanlise that
the problem of Child Sesrch could only be resclved through
¢ centraliced Hesdquorters. Yet, sc soon ss successful
recultes were reslly beccminz apparent = eagh year saw an
increose iIn the number of coees solved = @ decision waoe
mede to cesse Child Seerch mctivities. The sudden liqui-
dation of Child Secrch will lesve msny parants and relo-
tives withcut news of thelr loet children., Below is &
gtntictical table cof results obtsined in the four yesrs
1945 to 1949 ss compsred with the resulte obtained in the
firet eight monthe of 19501 ;

Monthly
= Aversage

Enquiries received frem 1 ilay 1945 to 31 Dec.1949 5
3 = 22,314 398

Enquiries raceived from 1 Jan.1949 to 31 Deo.1949

= 5,277 439
Enquiries raceived from 1 Jan,1950 to 31 Aug.1950 -
w 246 31

A

Epnquiries solved from 1 May 1945 to 31 Dec.1949
= 3'369 60

Enquiries solved ZfLrom 1 Jen.1949 to 31 Dec.1949
_ = 1,624 935

Enquiries solved@ <from 1 Jan.1950 to 31 Dec.1950
= 1,281 160

Again, much publicity through newspspere and rndio wos
given to Child Searoh. activities during this year., HLcwever,
all thie publicity = the rezolution of the Voluntary Agencles
in Jenusry 1949, the resoluticn of the I.R.0. General Council
in July 1949, the report of the Director-General of the I.R.0.
of Jctober 1949, the regerts furniched by regquest to the
offices of the Britich, French and U.S. High Commirsionsre

"in Jenuary 1950 did met prevent on abrupt liquidaticn cf the

programme of loceting ucsccompanied Allled children. The
report furnished by the Internatlonnl Refugee Orgopisation
to the Secreturiat of the United Natione in Karch 1950 slso
produced ne visible regotlon in the United Naticonps.

On the 15th Augucst 1950, it wus deemed thot the time

_hed finally arrived to-npctify the varicus Governmentol

officez, Voluntsry 4gcrnelee, and individuale who hesd co=-
operated with the Child Sewsrch Branch during the loet few
yeare, that the lest phaoee of the liquidation wae therefore

circulated

"ig you were previcuely notified by the Direotor
of the Internsticnal Traocing Service inm his letter
dated March 28th, 1950, the programme of the Child

Search
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Search Branch was pertially cut on A;ril 1st. Since
April the werk of identifyiog, documenting and
trueing of unaccomponied children hos been performed
by the Branch Eecadgquarters in Efscslinzen, Germany.
The last phoee of the liquidetion of the programme
ie ncw imminent. i

"The precent Bronch Hesdguorters office will
cease to exist in Eeelingen ne from 15th September.
Subsequently sll recorde will be.treneferred to
the Intarnsticnsl Tracing Service Headquartere in
Aroleen, Germsny. KHere s emall ataff will continue
to give limited services. These will be as followst

(a) Checkinz enquiries for mieceing children egeinat
the reccrds hbeld snd rotifying the enquirers of
- the results obtained.

(b) Ferwnrding to ths eppropriste quortere the
inceming correepondence resulting from action
initisted pricr to August 3let 91950,

(o) Anewerinz any enquiriee (legal, socinl and medical,
etc. ). which may be received in reepect of children
whoee ceses sre held by the L.T.S.

(4) servicing the I.R.v. Child ticlfare cofficee in
conneotion with the identifying and docwaenting
of children snd in trocing for relatives.

"Ags you will ncte, the services to be underteken
are limited in comporisen with thoee at precent being
ziven, We will, neverthelese, continue o de all
that is within our powsr to be of assistance to you."

Attachments

. Appandix I { Statictics on HMissing Children

Appandix II : Statistice on Unscccmparied Ioceted Children.
Appendix IIX 3 List of IR0 Internstional Steff ilembers.

Remnrks 3

The Child Sesroh Branch on 31et August 1950 holds 33.684
individual children's cnce files, of which 23,189 are
closed and 10,495 etill active. The active coses are

sbout evenly divid:d between osaes of micsing children

for wrom individusl tracing ectiocn is still neceseary ond
children whe have bean locatad ard for whom the procurement
of docurnent-ticn to prove idantity and the treoing of
relatives ore etill cutetanding. Unfortunntely, due to
droetic staff cute, it has nct baen poezible to prepare an
snslysie of individusl cace fileg for issusnce st this time.
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