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INTZRNATIONAL REFUGE:Z ORGANIZATION
INTLRANATIURAL TRASING SiavIcE
CHILD SEARCH BRANCH
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HISTORY GF THE SFARCH TOR ULACCOMPANIED CHILDREN

rart I The Preemble, Gives an explanstion cf the problem
8ni 1l categories of unaccomponicd children deslt with, This
pert is compiled msinly from excerpis from original Nszi
documents introduced ses evidence ip the International War
Crime Trisle at Nurnberg, Germany.

Part I Child Cesrch Activities of UNRRA. This part 1is
compiled from excerpis from the UNRA4 Cloesure Report con

United Netions Unaccompanied Children in Germany, dated
June 1947. :

Part III Child Search Activities of the I.R.O. Thie part
is compiled from excerpts from the Yearly ond Quarterly
Reports of the Child Sesroh Brench of the Internationsl
Irascing Servics. '

PREAVBLE

Since 1945, firet UNRRA end then the¢ I.R.0. have
hod te desl with the preblem of unaccompanied ehildren. This
problem involves the finding of those innocent victims of
Kaziem, the kidrnapped Allled children, se well se those non-
German children who become displaoed snd unaccompnnied gsg g
result of the wsr, the fdantificstion of the children found,
tbe establicshment of their citizenship, their doocumentation,
end, if neceszary, the tracing of their fsmilles Eo thset, in
the end, they may be reunited with their parente or relatives.

These children fsll into 5 categories:

(1) Those chiléren whe were forcibly remeved frem
their relatlives snd country of origin under the
Nezl pregramme for the kidnapplng cf racially
desirable children. The children concerned
are mainly thece from tsstern nsticre. The
ecineme originsted with Himmler, Chief of the
Germen S.5. whe dealt with the matter in =
document called "Reflectione on the Trestment
of Forecign Elements in the Xast", The part
reloting to the kidnspping of children reads
ag follows:

"One of the baneic principles in
the solution-cof thecse prebleme is the
question cof education snd the eifting
end sgelection of the youth. The non-
Germsn populaticn of the Eset =hould
hove nc schooling beyend 4 yeare elemen-
tary echocl. This elementary school ghould
hsve the feollewing objectivea @

"The teaching cf eimple calculnting
up to 500 ot the mcet, writinz of the
pupll'e own neme, the doctrine thst it
is a divipe commendment to obey the
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Germsne snd to be honest, diligent and
well behsved., I do not €€ sny neceseity
fer reading.

"Thie should be the only type of
echoel in the Foet, Perente whe intend
10 provide better gchcoling for their
calldren both in elementary school and
later in a8 more advanced scheol will
have to file application to that effect
with the High er S§S snd Police Lesders,
Decision régarding thie applicetion will
primarily depend upon the racial degirgbi-
1ity of the child. Should it be decided
that such & child is of cur blood, the
parente are to be teld that the child will
be =sent t0 8 German echeol snd remain in
Germany. '

"Cruel end trasgic se esch individual
Cage moy be, thie method {e still the best
and moet humsn 1f, out of inner conviotion,
One rcjeets se un-German and impoesible
the Bolshevist method of psychic extermi-
nation of & people. .

"The parents of childrep cf good
blocd will be faced with the following
alternstives: either they muet surrender
the child, in which csage they will pro-
bably refrain from having meore children
thus eliminating the danger of inferior
peoples of the Eaost developing & group of
lesders from peorple of gcod blood who,
beinz our €quale, may conestitute » threst
to ug; or they may emigrate to Germasny sand
become loyasl citisens,

"Thue when the future and education
of children édepends upon their parents'
loyalty, the parents will be ezeily in-
fluenced. In addition to the exsmination
0f the application for better echooling made
be the psrents, a thorough search will be

-

msde involving all 6 to 10 yesrs olds through-

out the Generel Government in order to eeps-

rate raclally desirsble from racinlly undegie-

roble elemente., Thcee selected as rscially
desirable will be treated in the gsme manney
g children sccezted on the basia of their
psrents® spplicstion. BEoth eentiment snd
Pure regsoning tell me that c¢hildren should
not be trested like lepera after they hsve
entered Germany; when their nemes have been
changed they should be treastea carefully snd
congiderately and {ncluded in Germon 1life.
The children must not feel like outcaets for
we hsve a profound felth in cur own blood
which hes besen sbeorbed into a foreign
nsticnality throush errcre committed in the
German hietery, and we are convinced that
our philosophy of 1ife snd our idesle will
find reepense in the eCule of the children
who are of the gama race s8 we,
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“Baeic principles ehould be establighed
for the use cof teeschers snd Hitler youth
leaders, ond the mistaske which was made in
the case of the people frcm Alsace-lLorraine
must never be repasted. On the one hand,
the intenticn was to moke Germone out of
them, but, on the cther hand, they were
insulted at every opportunity taorough dis-
truet ond deflation of their hum=n value,
pride =nd homour. Nsme cslling like "Pollaok®
or "Ukrainisn" or similar epithets should be
foerbidden., Four yeere:-of preliminsry echool-
ing should be given snd then it should be
decided whether the children sre to remain
in the Germsn public school or widther they
ghould be sent to & National Politicsl
Educaticnal Institution (Napola)."

Himmler's outline for the kidnspping of racislly
desirsble children wee put into operation by the 5.S5.0ffice
of the Heichscommiesioner for the. Strengtheining of Germa=-
nicm. As ar exemple we quote from Decree No. &67/1,
which wee gigned by the Chief of the Cffice of the Reicha=~
commiesion for the Strengthenirnz of Germanism and desls
with the germanisation of children from Polieh femilies
asnd Polieh orphanages.

"The children whoce rscisl cheracteristice point
to nerdic sncestry =should be reclsimed for Germanizmj
therefcre it is neceesary that a racisl snd peycho-
logical selecticn be performed szmong those orphane
who are in Polieh orphaneges cr with Polish foster
parents. The children recognised == valusble pro-
ponente of Germ=nism sre to be germanised. The
children would be rscislly examined by the Branch
Office of the 5.85. Main Race and Settlement Office
in Litzmsnnstadt in order tc ecstsblieh their rscisl
desirebility. The Reichs-Protecter of the Reichesgau
Wartheland, emissary of the Reichs-Commissar for the
Strengthening of Germaniem, will decide, on the baeis
0f the examinetion resulte, wolch child ie to be
germanised., In all doubtful cases, I reguest that
my Pocsen emissary contact the two reception agencies

(Lebensborn e.V. 2nd the Inspector of the Germean
home schools. :

"My emlesary will report the racislly desirable
children who fsll within thke ags group from 2 to €
Yearg, to the Lebtencborn e.V. bensbern e V. will
firet place the children in one of its children's
homeg. From there, Iecbensborn e.V. will plsce the
children with childless families of S.S. men for
gdoption at a later date,

"My Posen emissory will repcort sll recislly
deeirsble children who fall within the a2ze group
from 6 to 12 yeerse, tc the Inspector of German
home gchools., The Inspector of German home schools
will place these children In epecisl hcme schocole
which will be mble to comply with their needs.
Children whe lesve the home echool ghowing positive
reculte are to be plsced ge foster children in
rursl communities of the German Reich preoper. Theee
children sre to be trested like German children even
before they receive their Germsn citizenship.
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Iiret nll cnildren who are loested in former Folizh
orvunnaces will Ye X-rsyed 2ni aunrtered. The
children now livinz with Polieh foster parente
will be exsnined efter this sction hae been carried
cut. Any forewsrning of tune Polieh foeter parents
la toc be svoided; thue during the whole examination
the point that the children will receive followskips
in ccheols or- b2 sent to recreation campe, ehould be
etressed. Chlldren in the foster care of raocially
deeirsble familiee mey, ee well as the nztural
children of thece families, be sdmitted to home
gchcols upen application by the hesd o0f the Lfamily.
Special care should be token that the expression
"rocislly desiramble Polich children" dess mot reach
I the public snd thus herm the children. Sha children
' BTe¢ 10 be deccribed as Germsn orphuns from the re-
capiured Ea stern territories.", :

LT

Even though the above dacree denle malnly with the
k¥ildnapping of Pelish orphans ond Polish children with
fost:r families, it was spplied equslly to children
living with their cwn fomilies. Thicz becemees evident

- . in 8 dooument ecriginsting from the Cermen Ministry of

( the Interior snd desle with the eetablishment of s special
Regietration Office in the Germasn Children's Home which
weg used ss @ trsnsit ststion for kidnapped children.

"Experisnce hng tausht ue that Polish [
relntives or scquaintence of the children will
meke efferts to find their plasee of residence.
This would be peseible ithrough enquiriee fronm

* ' the locel Police, Contsct between the children .
and thelir relstives or old scquaintances is to
be avoided, inagmuch as sericue difficulties
in the Germanissticn procesc cen be antigipated
through the influernce of these relstives.

‘"It 1o requested that a specisl Regietrotion
Office called "Polizeilichs Meldestalle II in
Kaliscn/Warthegau" be established, Thie matter
i iz to be ccneidered es confidentisl snd is not to
( . be published.”

A further process of the germanisstion of kidnapped
children was the chenge of nsmee, which ie deslt with in
instructions icseued by the Chief of the 5.S. Race snd
Settlement Office.

"Germonissticn will be cerried ocut in such a
manncr thet tae new name will neot deviste too mueh
from the exicting nnsme ae to root end pronuncistion.
Where it is impozsible to germenise existing namee,
new German nsmee are to be chosen. Commonly used
nemez (certsinly withcut religlous connotation)
ehcild be sclected; namee of a pronounced nordie
charscter chould not be used,

"Children muct be in poceession of their
germaniesd nnmes prior to being sent to institutions,
particularly Lebensborn and Home Schools."

(@) Thoee children who were born in Germsny during the
war to slave lsbourers and who were forcibly sporated
from their mcthers, This wes desalt with by ;s

Dr. Kaltenbrunner
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Dr. Kaltenbrunner, the S.S., Chief of the German
Police, under the subject "Treztment of pregnant
foreicn femnle lobourers and children born by
the = laboureres within the confines of the German
Reich",

"The childran born by foreign femnle
labourere muct in no csse be cared for by
German instituticns, nlaced in German
chiliren's homes, or be permitted te grow up snd
be educeted togcther with Germen children. Thus
epecial inctitutions of the most primitive type
Ier the cere of bables (Ausliinder Kinderpflege=
etitten) will be crented in cempe, where thege
foreign children will be esred for by female
nationale of their regpective countrieg,

"The necessity to prevent the losg of
German bloed to foreicn notionalities isg
increaced by loecsee ircurred through the wsr.
Thue it becomes nececeary to accept children
of foreign women who are of partly German
Or equally vsluablz bleod end enn be regarded
88 roclially desirsble frem placement in those
"AuelHnder Kinderpflegeestitten" znd to esve
them for germenisation wherever poesible, end
educntion as German ehildren, For this resson
& raciel examinaticn ie to be performed upon
the fathere and methire of children begotten
by 8 German c¢r a member of an €qually valuable
Germanic naticnality, .

#In caces where racially desirsble off-
eprinz may be expected on the basie of racisl
82 well ne heslth exsminstions of the father
and mother, the children will be placed in the
care of the N.8.V. (National Socislist Welfare
Organieation). Toe N.S.V. will ploce théem in
sp2cial children's homes for rocially deeirable
foreign children or with foster families.

Acceptance of g racially desirsble child
into the cere of N.S.V. or Lebenebern will, in
meet coneee, necescitate its geparation from
the mothar who must remsin at her place of .
werk., TFor thie reeeon, the mother's consent will
be necessary in cases of recislly desirable
children. The mother will be informed of the
advanteges but hot of the sims of this procees
2nd will thus be inclinecd to ccnsents A plan

1le beinz considered under which the coneent cf
Escstern female workers, workers from the General
Governaent snd Protectorates, will be ccnsidered
unrecesssary vwhenever indoctrinstion proves futile,
Until further notice no meésegureg will be taken
in such csses. Iothers of racially deszirable
c¢hildren who intend to return to the ir hone
countries with their children chould be kept
within tne German Reich, whenever poeeible, by
the Labour Allccation Adminietration on the
bagis of the labcur draft. WWhere thoee efforte
prove futile the children cannot be made to stay
by means of force; different meseurcg ore under
ccnsideration in the cace of Esstern femnle wor=
kers, workera from the General Goveroment and
Proteoterates.”
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In practice, children bora to foreign weorkere in
Germsny were separsted from their mothers either with
er withcut toeir conecont. In most cszcs this consent
wae obtained under precsure by the S.G5,3ecurity Police.
Children termed =8 racislly undesirsble, who were gent
to the Aueliinder Kinderpflegestitien, died in almost

- all cages, either due to melnutrition oer mistreatment.

Proof of thies wne eetablished during tne %ar Crim Trinls.
In cur work we sre muinly concernsd with thea childran
of elave labourers wno were termcd "recially deairable"”
snd kept slive for the purpose of germasnisation.

(3) Children who were eeparated from their relstives
and native country thrcugh war action.

(4) "Non Arysa children", whe were declared racially
uniesirable by the Nazie, These children were
libersted from Concentrstion Camps or were found
hidden in religioue institutione and by the
civilisn populstion of meny countries. This group
cenciste mainly of Jewish children, At the time
of the libersticn, unsccempenied Jewish children
were found in Concentration Cesmpe in Germany snd
Austriam. The grentest problem in ccnnection with
Jewieh children however wae thst caused by the
infiltrotion, ehortly after the war, of large
numbers into Germany from the Esestern countries.

(5) Children who were born to D.P.s during sad after
the wer ond whe have been sbandoned., Thece are,
in moet coece, illegitimate children who heve been
ebesndoned, either through econcmic preecsure or in
the cecse of the repstristion of the mother, becaucse
the fumily at home did not know satout tha existence
0f the child er, in the csse of resettlement, becsuse
in the early etagcs of resettlement, unwed mothers
were not accepted with children. Very often thece
children esre looked for lster because, either the
economic eituastion of the mother has improved, or
ehe hae told her femily sbout her illegitimate
child and they are willing to receive the ohild,
Or ehe hos been suificiently well ertsblished in a
new country to teske csre of her child. .
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