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CHILD SIARCH ACTIVITIES COF THE I.R.O.

Thie psrt ¢f the histery of Child Sesrch covere the
work performed from the beginning of the I.R.0. in July
1947 until August 31et 1950 - the dote eet by the Director-
General, as e rcsult of a Resoluticn of the Genersl Couneil,
for the ligquidstion of the present work of the Child Search
Branch of the Internsticnsl Tracing Service. It ie felt
that the later developments in the problem of Child Search
will be more cleerly understood if written chronologically
and this procedure hos, therefore, been adopted.

19 4 7 (July -~ December)

In the esrly part of 1947, it wae decided by the
UNREA Central Hemdjusrtere for Germsny that the centrsli-
zation ot trecing in Germany by the Central Trecing Buresu
should be discontinued. In ite plsce, the Zonal offices,
already in exietence in esch of the three Western Zonee
of Germany, were to take over complete reesponsibility for
tracing in thelr own Zones. The Centrsl Tracing Buresu
wee to function eolely as s clesring houee (see Page 7).
Towarde the end of 1947, the order was given thet tracing
ghould cnce agein be directsd from & centrsl office,
under the manzgement of the esucceseor of the Central
Trecing Buresu ¢f UNRRA - the Internaticnsl Trscing
Service of the I.R.0. At the same time, it was decided
that only trscing for individual children specifically
ssked for by peme would be continued and that the general
geasrch for unsccompenied children should cesse. Child
Search work etopped zlmoet immedietely in the British
Zone; but wae carried on in a very reduced form in the
U.S.Z20ne, while the question wee further explored. In
the French Zone of QOccupsticn, cnly a little Child Search
work had at sny time been underteken. Since the central
organiestional pettern had not been get up, the centrsli-
gstion ¢f Child Tracing work wss in nsme only, and the
Zonsl cffices continued to functicn as before.

The definition of en unaccompsnied child wae gziven -
- in Provieicnal Order Ne. 33, issued on the 18th November 147
by the Preperatory Commiesion of the Internatonsl Refugee
Organieeticon, and its smendment, Provisionsl Order No.33.1,
issued on the 13th April 1948.

"The definition cf "Unaccompaniesd Children"
in the Constitution of the International Refuges
Orgsnieation, para. 4, Secticn A, Psrt I, Annex 1,
is interpreted to mean children who fulfil the
gix fellowing conditione. They muet bes

(8) 16 years of sge or under (i.e. & child
- who has not ettsined his/her 17th birthday).

(b) OQutside of their countries of origin or
of thst of their parents.

(¢) Orphaacs or children whose parente hsve
dieappecred, or whe have been abasndoned,
or whoee parente are unattainable,

(d) Not provided with e legal guardisn, or

children whoee guardisn hes dieappesred
or esbsndened them or who ie unattainable.

(E).
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(e) Not scecmranied by a cloee relative
(adult brother, sieter,unclse, aunt, or
grandperente),

(£) Children in respect of whom there exists
a prezumption th=t they belong to one of
the categories of refugees cr displaced
persens on whoee accocunt PCIRO wee embodied,”

It ehould be noted here thst this definiticn varied
from the UNRRA definition under (a) in thst under UNRRA a
child reteined ite "Unsccompanied Chilgd" status until its
18th birthdsy. Thie new definition was to produce certain
difficultiee in the werk, eince most countries regard
ohildren ae minore until their 18th birthday.

1948

It wse decided st the I.R.0. Hesdquerters, Geneva,
that the sctivities of Child Search ~ tracinz and docu-
mentaticn of children - zhould be sepsrated frem thoss
of welfare investigations end future planning. To
implement thie decision, a conference was held between
reprecentativee of the Zonsl tracing officee end repre-
gentntives of Zonel Child Velfsre Offices. It wose the
conceneus of Cpinien of the conference group that any
division of responeibility for locstion and re—establish-
ment placrning for children into two processee, cerried
cn under sepurste orgosnisstionsl suspicee, wae a mistake.
It wae felt that the progromme could not be Tully effect-
ive unless one gdmipietrsztion -~ either within an already
existinzg IR0 unit, or sn cntirely new sepsrate unit -
‘were responeible for sll sctivitiee in relstion to un-
sccompanied children (with the exception of physical
care in the Children's Centres). It wae recommended
that the directicn of Child Sesrch snd Tracing functions
should entail: ! :

(a) The eetting up of a central master index of sll
children loat and found.

(b) Centralieation of all tracing correspondence,

(¢c) Establishment cf a central library of documents
perteining to children,

(4) Centrsl development and supervieion of seesrch
and troacing plans and methode.

Yor stme time thereaftzr, no decisicn wae mode by
I.R.0. Hesdquarterse concerning the exact future of Child
Searcn, but information wse received that the Preparstory
Coemmisesicon for the Internaticnal Refugee Orgsnization
would iseue an crder for the contioueticn cof Child Sesrch.
In view of this, Child Lesrch was continued on the eame
baeis as before. The cnly field stsff available were
those of the Internsticnal ITracing Service whoese duty it
wne to trace sdulte and supervise the collecticn of German
decuments in accordsnce witn the 1946 Lilitory directives
(eee Pnge ©), Child Zesrch hsd not been included in the
original plsans of the Internaticnal Traocing Service and
ne provisicn hed besn made for etaff to handle the work.

4 full speed shead wss, therefore, impoesible and an
attempt wae made to steer a middles cource = mejor search

plana
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plane were held in gbeysrce and efforts were made to
prevent matterc from elipgping too far back.
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: The importsnce of ths work of Child Sesrch wae
szoin stresced 25 8 recult of the judgment given by

the Internaticnal War Crimes Tribunal in Nirnberg

in Cnee No. 8, commenly known ae the RUSHA (Race sand
Settlement Main Office) Case, which invelved deportation
and kidpappirgz of children. Vital infoermstion wse
Obtsined through interrog=ticns cof the defendante by
menbere of the Child Sesrch steff. Th: probsble desti-
nzticn of a2 riﬂbfr cf "Lebessbern" children wns reported
acd mere detailzd infermation wee given sbout the
operation cof "chenebﬂrn“. tozether with the namee of
many perscns able to furnish further detsils om the
possible locstion ef kidnapped United Naticns' ohildren.

A gecend conference wes held, in order further to
clarify the werk ¢f Child Search. Thie conference wase
ettended by representstives ¢f the International Trscing
Service and reprecsentatives from Child Search snd Child
Welfere of the three VWestern Zones of Germany snd Austria.
It wae decided, with the genersl concurrence of sll the
members 0f thie wrrking committee, thst & central Chila
Search Brench of the International Trscing Service =hould
be built up. Furthermcre, the U.S. Zone Child Sesrch

. and Iracing Section was tc form the nucleus for the newly

formed Child Search Branch of the Internationsl Tracing
Service, All future Child Search and Child Irscing
activities were to be centralised end coordinated by

_this Branch office.

A speeisl survey for the possible location of United
Netions unsccompanied children was carried out in Land
Niedersachsen cf the Sritish Zone of Germeny. This
gurvey woe msde by German suthoritics. The nemee of
all presumably non-Germsn childrcn wcre to be reoccrded
ard rezerted to the International Tracing Service. The
initial stoze of the dinvestigstion ¢f the children regorted

hzd to be done threugh correspondence, for there was ot

the time no Field irvestigstion stsff in the Britieh Zone.
As 8 recgult of the eiftinz of the meterisl received, the
following pointe became evident:

(2) The nugiber of cszeeg of children to be investigoted
weg reletively high.

(b) Much useful documentsry msterial wss found and
many valusble clueg were uncovered.

(¢) Dependence cn Germsn reperting, regnrdlees of
how carefully plerned spd interzreted, would
never eolve the problem of loceting all the
unsccompsnied non-German children being soucht.

(d) The anewer lay in & method which would provide
automstically for a check on every child's cacse,
German or aAllied.

Extensive reseorch, taking the sbove menticned points
inte coneideration, rewa;tﬁd in tne drafting cf two poesible
plans for the fiosl eflort to locata Allied children in
Germeny 1

(1) The Genetal
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(1) The Genernl Kegistraticn Plen, requiring the
regisirstion of pll children in Germany falling
witnin certsin e2ge groups., The cutline of thia
plaa wae ss follows:

(8) & uniform directive tc be irsued for the
registration of ell children under 18 years
of sge, without regard to their citizen-
ship, living in thé Western Occupied Zones
of Germany.

(b) The German suthorities to be responsible
for implementinz the diresctive.

(0) The Birzermeister (Mayer) of each community
to be responeible for carrying out the
directive.

(d) The Germen Food Office to be responsible
for the dietribution of the questionnaires
(it should be noted that at that time food
wag rationed in Germsny) through its own
channels, ik

(e) The que=tionnaires, when returned to the
German Focd Office, to be submitted to the
locel Krele or Stadtjugendsmt (County or
City Youth Office) concerned.

(£) The Jugendamt (Youth Uffice) to forward to
the Child Sesrch Branch of the Internaticnal
Iracing Service, throuzh appropriste channels,
the ccmpleted quecetionnairee of these child- :
- ren who ocsmeé within the following categoriess

i) Juvenilee who entered the territery
of the "Altreich" (Germany before the
aonexation of Austris) durinz the
period 18t Octobar 1938 to May 9th 1945.

11) Any child who entered Germsny after
i the above mentioned period and whose
“birthplsce wae establiched ss being
outeide the boundsriee of Germany
(se of 18t Octcber 1938).

111) Any child born to a mether of foreign
noticnality (=e from 1st October 1933)
in cr outside the boundasriee of the do-
called "Altreich".

iv) Any gquestionnsires cn which answers to
either of the foilowing two points were
not clear:

a) Concerning the child's mother
b) Origin of the child.

v) Any child sdopted by, or in foeter care
of, recattlers, refugees and expellers,
who entered Germany after the 9th Msy
1945,

(2) The .
Cengus Plan utilieing the Germsn Censue
Teturns of 1940. TFor the purpose of Child

Search
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Sesrchn, the following questicns were of major
impcrtence

(8) Year of birth
(b) Address

(¢) Permecnent recidence, as ofl1£t September 19
(d) Plsce of birth

(e) Citizenship

(£) Wative lzngzuage

It woe coneidered that thke population group which

arrived in Germany after 1et September 1939 ought
te contain, Lthecrsticslly st leazt, most of the
Allied children deperted to Germeny during the
war, or born there during the war, end slso thosme
neri-German children who hsd been dieplsced a: a
reeult of the war, Lo

An informal ccnference wse held &t I.R.0. Hesdguarte
Geneva in Yay. Thie was atterded by representatives of
the three Occupying Powere in ¥estern Germany, se well as
the Director of the Internsticnal Irscing Service end the
Chief of the Child Sezrch Branch. Here, the foundstion
wre lald for the I.R.O. pelicy in agreement wlth the
Occupation Authorities. The majority opinion was that a
coencerted and intensified effort nuet be masde to find
and repatriste sll non-German chiliren within n limited
pericd cf time, poesibly within 12 to 18 months. The
inportance of removing the children from Germac esre was

- strecced, It wae considered that, in the sbsence of a

parent, the Goverrment of the nation of whican the un -
accompanied child was a citizen, =zhould be the suthority
reepeneible for children from countrice who had no
reccgnized govercomentnl representation in Germeny. In
line with the reccmmendntion for an intensified Sesrch
Progremme with an ezrly terminal dete {in view, reprecen-~
tativee of the Child Senrch Brsnch cf the Internationsl
Trecing Service sand of the Csre and Haintcoance gtsff at
I.R.0, Hesdjuartere Geneva collsberated in setting up a
budget, coverinz the estimated totsl ccets ¢f location,
care ond recetablishment of unaccompsnied non-German
children. Ths Child Welfsre Consultasnt at Geneva jead-
quarters considered it highly importsnt thet the Chila
Search Branch shoald esrry tne work on the individusnl
child through registration, investigation and documen-
tation. The Internationsal Trscing Service, Child Search
Branch portice of the prepesed badget was, therefore,
made cut to include thesge functions,

An emergzency budget w:-s prepared, submitted gna
appreved by I.R.0. Hesdqusriers, Geneva, Prevision wae
mcde Tor setting up a fairly complete estusblichrent for
tke Child Trncing Seotion, as the hub egbcut whizsh sl1
Tfuture action on ceses would revolve., Thes Documents In-
telligence Zaction wee sllioteod gufficient ataff to carry
cut the plenning snd initisticon of large ecale and uni-
ferm eesrch measurez., The rosition of Zeonel Child Sesrch
Officer wos set up in each of the three uestern Zcnes of
Germany to lsy tne foundntions for Field vicrk in the .
raepective Zoneca, Subsequently, e scecad tudget waz
prepared, covering the full requirements for carrying
out the final sesrch plans, :

In order

39

rs,
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In crder to implemcnt the decisione reached at the
ccnference between I.it.0. and the Uccupation representa-
tives, sd” ticrpsl conferernces were held with representa-
tivees of Ulilitery Authorities in Germeny. The Preparstory
Commiesion c¢f the Internstional Refugzgee Organisation ieeucd
Previcionsl Order lio. 75, deted 26th July, 1948. This
wos the final outline of the reeponeibilitiees of the Child
Sesrch Brarnch of the Internaticnzl Tracing Service. This
order ruled thst, in contradiesticction to the organisstion
under UNRIA, wori for unsccompsnied children under the
I.R.0. should be divided between the Intcrmaticmsl Tracing
Service, Child ESesrch Brench, snd the Department of Care
and lMainternance, Child Welfare. The divieion of respon-
gibllitiere woz cutlined aes follows:

"R:;EJJLIJI ITIES FOR Ih;L:.*iJIKU THE PCIRO
PROCRAMYE FOR UNRACCOMPANI:EZD CHILDREN!

Undzr the Orgsnisation's expended programme
for dcalin* with Unaccompanied Children, the
functions and responeibilities for Child Sesrch
and Child Trecing, Welfore EFligibility, Legal
Protecticn, Health, Repatristion and Resettle-
ment have becn sllocated between the opersticnal
divisions ¢f the Organisetion ss followss

(a) The Internstionsl Treseing Service
' i) The location cf ucaccompenied children

.41) The preparation of criginal and indi-"
vidunl decumentation. This inoludes
interviewing the perecon or family which

+h-s the child in its csre; securing
corroborative evidence and preocuring
documente of identity, nationslity

end family; sppending relevant comments
which asre likely to essist Child Wel-
fare OQfficers in planning for the child's
futurﬂ-

$11) The trscing of the child's relstives

iv) The tranzmiseion cf records end releted
documents to snd conduct 0f correspon=-
derice with tne Child Welfare stsff

v) The maintenance of the czee file on
record for trscing purposee and for
the anewering of subsequent enguiries.

(b) The Department of Care snd Maintenanoe -
Child_ e'Ix re Stoff

i) The verification of the child’s
naticornlity and sccisl stsatus

{1) The initisticn ani completion of the
geocial investigation report

111) The recommending of voth temporary and
permanént plens f-r the child'e
repoetriation, recettlement or eetabliﬂb—
ment.

iv) The execution of the agreed plane

v) Informing the International Tracing

Service
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cervice of the child's fimanl location
and the decicicns reechbed in the CBEE

vi) The refererce to aond ccordination with

; appropriste PCIRO cofficisls of all
matiers effecting eligibility, legal
protecticn, health, csre, mainterance,
repatristicn, recettlement, or local}

cetoblichment, The «dvice given and’

the acticn taken, however, will not s,

conflict with procedures currently ‘g

followed by Field 0ffices.,

(e) Elizibility Officer

Initisticn of elizibility certificstes
t0 entitled children

(d) The Lepal Adviser

1) Advieing concerning the validity of
documents and the nature of required
statemente r determining of naticnality

i1) Advice snd guidance on sll individusl
legal problems sffecting sdoption,.
abandenment, etec.

(e) Harlth, Core and Msintenance

Implementotion of all policies defined
sad procedures precerited

(£) Repstriztion =nd Resettlement

1) Advieing on sll problems affecting
repatrietion

i1) Initiation snd organisstion of recettle-
ment eschemes in accerdance with egtab-
lished policies to determine the coses
-referred by Child Welfere Qfficer.

1i1) Initistion of technicsl arrangements
for collection and transportation of
children and their travel documente,
and the provieion of escorts (after
clearance for depsrture has been given
by the Occupation Authoritiee) on all
movements for repatriation or resettle~
ment." -

It will be noted, that the respensibility for un-
accompanied children, which wse carried under UNRR4 by
cne bresnch wss, thrcugh thie Provieicnsl Order, sub-
divided by the Prepnratory Commiscion of the Internationsl
Refugee Organisstion. The consequence of this move scon
became apperent.

In order to be absclutely eure of obtsining the

'approval ef the Xilitsry Autherities for a final general

search plan for United Nsticne' children in Germsny, a
lecs pmbiticus plan -~ the limited Registration Plan -
wae preparcd, in addition to the two plans previcuely
described (the Genersl Registraticn Plan and the Census
.Plan)- =

The Limited

\







— e e

~188- ; . Ty
;': ‘léa "i

Ihe Limitzd Rezistration Plan entsiled the
regletraticn of sll children i German instituticns and
foster homee, as well ss sll children adopted since the
beginning of the lust war. The object of this plon was
to cbtsin complete data on the fellowing categories of
children residing in the tahr-e Western Zones of Occupied
Germsny

(a) Foster children (Pflegekinder), that ie, child-
ren under 14 yeare of sge who are conetsntly or
Ter certain heurt of the day regularly provided
for by foster parents, if it hse not been
agreed tefcrehnnd thst they will be cared for
temporarily and free of cherge. In gddition,
returns would be mode en those foster children
over whem the Jugendimter (Youth Offices) had
rélinzuiened control within the three year
pericd preceding the registrstion, due to their
havingz reached the sge of 14.

(b) All children who, on the date epecified, were
cored for by any xind of children'se heme,
public cr private, including, but not limited
to, welfare institutione, orphocnsges, hcusee
of correction, pesrochisl institutes, hcmee for
phyeically hesndicapped children, etc.

(o) 411 childrea who were sdopted between 1st Sep-
tember 1939 snd the date of registration by
virtue of arn sdepticn centract spproved by any
Gusrdicnship Cocurt lccated within the three
Weetern Zenes in Germany. This cstegzory also
contained o small greoup ¢f children for whom
an adeption contracet had been concluded, but
which contract hsd then been disapproved by the
Guardisnsnip Court. .

Implementetion of thie plan invelved the following
Germaon agencies: -

(a) At Lsnd level: Landasjugendimter (Land Youth
Officesg, Justizministerien (Ministries of
Justice) snd Kultur- oder Zrzichunzesministeriec
((inistries of Religious Affaire and/or Educstion).

(b) At Krds level: Kreie cder Stedtjugendimter,
respectively, (County cr Town Youth Offices)
snd Asmtegerichte (Dietriet Courts).

In the ¢-ee of feeter children the Jugendimter (Youth
Officee) would ferward the completed queetionrairee direct
tc the Child Search Branch or vis the Landesjugendtimter
(Lond Youth Offices).

- The Amtsgerichte weculd forwerd the completed question-
neiree on ndopted children direct tc the Child Search
Brench, or vis the llinistries of Justice. These queeticn-
nairee on foster children und adepted children would then
be checked asgalnst the m:meter files snd procesced., All
cagee of chiidren of non-German or undetermined nationality
vculd bz turred over to tihe Child Search officerse in the
Pield for investigation and regietration as might be

required. _ :
All
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hll Germen inetituticns in which children were cared for
we.ld bs vieitsd by Child —€irch Field officers. The
lettzr would require the heade - f the Germun institutione
to subnit & list of 31l cnildren accommrdsted there.
The Child Je-ren Officer weuld reégleter, on the egot,
all casece of children of non-Germen se well ne of undeter-
mined naticnality. The licte of ch ildren received
from the lnstitutione, se well ae the completed regic—
* tratione, weuld then be forwarded by the Chilg Search
Officcr to the Child Search Branch Heszdqusrtere for
" furtrer proceseing,

Theee three major senrch plane,- the Genersl
Regletration 2lan, the Censue Plen and the Limited
Registration Plan - were prezented tc the Militery
Authcritics of sll three VWeetern Zonee., The plane
were given a generally favourable reccgnition. It
wae suggeeted by the dilitary Authorities thst teets
cf the three methodes eho:ld be carried cut. For the
General Registration Plan s tezt in & ecmall esmple
community, namely in s Gernmun Refugee Camp in the
Britieh Zone, was agreed ugon. Ior the Census Plen,

8 test wus msde of sbecut 309 eemple cseee of the 1946
German Cernsue returns. For the Limited Regietration
Plon, a miniature operation was decided upen, ccvering
eoly Lendkreis Egslingen in the U.S.20ne, the sesnt of
the Hevdjusrtere of the Chilj Sesrch Brasnch, After
the completion of these teets, the staff who hai con-
ducted theee operstionz met snd diescussed the resulte,
It w.g the concepsus of opinion of thece officers thst
the Genersl Regicstration Plan was the best. It w:s
found, after eéxaminiog the reczults of the Ceneus 2lan
test, thrt there was insufficient informaticn svsilable:
fcr cur purpgoce on the Census queetioncalres. The
scope of the Limited Registration Zlsn was decided to
be too limited to permit of s thorough coveroge. It
geemed, therefere, that the Genersl Registration Plan
pr<egented the best possible solution #r finalisinz

the cearch for unsccompsnied Unitei Nations' children
in Germsny. A recommendstion wse mode on thepe lines
to the Military Authorities of the three Western Zones
of Germany. The reepence of the Militory Authorities
definitesly osrecluded the acceptance of the Genernl
Registration Plen. It was agreed ugon, therefore, to
concentrate on the efficicnt implementstion of the
Limited Registration Plan.

Finslly, in October 1948, approval wze given by I.R.O.
Hesdcunrtere for o budget to cover the full requirement
for cerrying cut the search plen within one yeasr. The
time limit of one yesy, however, proved to be illusory,
due to the difficulties enccuntered €ven in implementing
the Limited Registretion Plesn. The allocetion cf funds,
however, at that time permitted the Child Search Branch
to set up its organizationsl pattern ss follows 3

I. The Hesdquarters Office was divided into two main
seotiona: ' y

1) Documente Intellizence section with sub-
gectione:

B) Uperaticnsl Planning
b) Documncents Preocessing Unit
¢) Central Library of Children's Duauments .

L]

Thie -
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This section wrs respenzible for evelving
ard carrying cut the Flone for the genernl search
for ungecomp=nied ron-Germen children by utili-
Elng Nozi documents, found in Germsany snd other
countries; fer checking the records cof German
children's hemee; for gurervising the Germsan
eutheritics responeible for registerieg sll

f unoccempanied children kacwn to the Juge nd-
dmter, #nd all sdogtion coees known to the ’
adeption courte; and for reviewiang all cases
0f unsccompanicd children living in German
foster homes end institutions. '

2) Tracing Section with sub-sections:

a) hetive Tracing Cperstion »
%) Centrel Children's Index \
¢) Centrsl Library of individual Children's '
Caee Records. s
The main recponeibilities of the Traecing Section
were tracing fer individual miscing children
enguired for by neme; and handling the cacee
0f locsted unaccomponied non-German children,
involving the identificotion of the children,
establisning thelr citizeneship, send finding
their relstives.

Voluntary Agencies staff were to be attached to
Field Offices.

II. Pield Operations.
1) Within Gerzany.

s Each Zone Child Search Officer wns responsible
for cerrying out the operation within his Zone.
In the U.S. and Britieh Zones the Zone Officers
contrelled Search Tesme which carried out sll
the nececsery inveetigetions and interrogations.
In the French Zone there were no I.R.O. teams;
the Zone Officer carricd cut hie functione by
coordinstion with the French Uilitary Govern-—
ment Offices who did the actusl investigotions.
This arrongement, io prectice, proved to be
unsatisfactory and, by sgrcement with the
Militory Govercment, the French Zone was later
patterned in the seme msnner as the U.S. snd
Britieh Zones.

2) In countriee other thsn Germeony.

The work, here, hod to be ecnditioned to the
local eitusticn ond wses performed either by
an IR0 Miesion, Nationsl Trscing Bureau, or
Yoluntary Agzenciee, 4ll sction woe coordi-
noted through the Hesdjuerters of the Chilad
Search Brench.

The Limit:d Regletraticn Plan woe put into oberstion
in the Prench Zone of Occupgntion in December 1948, In
cocperntion with trhe Prench Military Gevernment, complete
agreement wis reachcd with all agenclee in the French Zone
concerned with thc efficlent exccuticn of this plan.

In the Britieh and U.S. Zonece ¢f Occupeticon, the
Zene Child Sewrch officers, towsrde the end of the yeor,
establieshed lecsl contscte and diecueced the technical
aepects of the Limited Registration Plsn with their setaff

and the
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gnd the respective Militery and German suthorities.
n;prevn; of the ;{an by the respcpeible liilitary Govern=—
ment of.iciuls ned not been received by the end of the
year 1948,

Duringz the yesr, much public intereet woe evinced
in the problem of thes seerch for unnccomsenied United
Natione' childr:n, The Americon film "The Sesrch" wos
relessed. Geversl rodio progremmee covered Child Senrch
and somec dozen newspager correspondente vielted the
Branch. Mre, Frarklin D. Rocsevelt, on the cceseion of
her vielt to Stuttgart, Germany, hsd s ccnverction with
the Chief of the Brench, &She wae particularly intereeted
in the work of Child Seerch in view of her reeponeibi-
litiee n® an Americsan repreeentative to the United
Neticons.

1 9. &8

At the deginning cof 1949, the etaze wee finally
get for the drive te locste and reunite with their
relotives the thoussnds ¢f children etill miseing =0
many yeares sfter the war. For the flrst time, in the
hietory of Child Search, there wnue the prospect of a
guflfioient number cf qualilied staff, equipped with
adequate transport. The originsl plan hrnd been for the
whole progzramme of Child Sesrch work to be concluded in
the year October 1948 - QOctober 1949, It wae obvicus,
however, at the vegloning of 1949 thst thies would be
impo:reible, eince there appesnred to be no likelihcood eof
hsving the necesssry etaff and vehicles immedistely inm
poeition. (Indeced, the etsff wse never complete and
the traneport wos never sdequate).

Centrelisaticon of Child Sesrch.

In January 1949, the problem ¢f Child Sesarch was
precented to & conference of reprecsentatives of Volun-
tary Socicties, held st I.R.,O0., Heasdquartere, Geneva.

It wae at this conference, slso, that sn sgreement

wae recched with the varicue Voluntary Sccieties as well
ge with the I.R.0., idissicnre, that oll sesrch work con-
cerning unaccomganied children should be e:ntralized at
the Hesdguarters of the Child Sesrch Branch. Thie finsl
centralizastion of sll sctivities invelved coordination
with I.R.O. Miesions and Veluntsry Sccietlies, in the
followinz countrize - Austrin, Belglum, Denmark, Fast
Africa, Egypt, Fraance, Hollecd, India, Itsly, Lebanon,
Luxembourg, New Sesland, South Africa, and Spain. 4All
uncccempeniel children of forelgzn naticnslity in these
countries were regictered and their registratiocan forms
ferwarded for ipclueicon ino the ilaster file of the Child
Search Brarnch llesdauarters. As 8 recult, ecme long
outetanding enjuiries were immediately solved. The
Voluntory Societice hed slwaye been very interested in
the protlem of unaccompsnied children ornd felt etrongly
thnt eome positive steps chouald be taken by the Unitad
Nations, and specisl ccneideraticn glven te the problem
of children. Accordinzly, the delgntee of 49 Voluatary
Crganizaticne, from the 13 countrics which were repre-
scrnted st thie meeting, formulated & resclution urging
the United Notione to sszume further respooeibility for
tracing children kidnapped by the Nagle snd Tor the

protection
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prctection end crre rf thoce unacecmpanicd children,
whesc crene would not have beca fin=lly reczolved by the
time the I.R.0. cloged. It is cnly tee unfortunste that
thie recoclution wae never considered ond acted uj

the United Naticns and that the question of unsccompanied
children continued to be nandled merely ns a part of the
cverall refusee problem, rather than og @ specisl and
eepsrute problem,

This failure on the part of the I1.R.0, and the
United Naticne to coneider unaccompenied children ae
a8 scparste problem, whoce boundaries gtretched far
beycnd the restricted mandate of the I.R.0., resultead
in meny ancmalies. & vsst quantity of paeper pneceed
from cffice to office, delaye verey of necesoity, ~any.
Llany cases worked on 2r monthe, were finally determined
to be ineligible fer I.R.0. servicez nnd were then thrown
intc the l:p of the Germen suthorities, whe were freguently
not equipped for or able to give the necegeary services
for reunitinz parents end children, psrticularly when
the porents were located outeide Gerrmuny. The chief
eurlerere, of cource, erc the unfertunate children vho
continue to grow up not knowing who they ere or where
they come from.

Limited Registrasticn Plan

In the Spring ¢f 1549 cleasrence wee finally ob-
toined from the U,S, and British Military Governmente
for the implementstion of the Limited Registroticn Zlan
in their Zones ¢f Cermeny. In the U,S. Zope, conferences
ware held with the three Linder Militery Governrmente snd
instructicone foermulated for iecuance © the German
suthorities. These instructicne were sent by Military
Governzect tc the Minleter President of each Lend who
wns reeponeible for the proper promulgation end com-
pliecnce by the Cermar Miniatries ccncerned. In the
Britieh Zone, the repreecntativee ¢f the Child Search
Branch were empowercd to desl direct with the appro-
prigste German offices.

“hile theee negotiaticns were proceeding o cere=-
ful study wee made by the Branch Hecdajusrters office of
the test operation carried cut in Larndkreis Eeelingen
ocn the Limited Regictrstion Plan with s view to ueing
the experience gained thereby for technicsol plenning
snd giving inetructicne to the Germen authorities and
the Chlld Sesrch Fleld staff, t wee enticipeted, cn
-the bszie ¢f German stotisticul returne, th:t scme
400,C00 cneee would have to be hanilled, After dig-
cuseicn with the Hollerith firm (I.B.M. syetem) and
the Tracing Service of ths: Cerman Red Crose, it woe
Tirnlly decided thzt, in ccogernticn with the German
Red Crose, theaee cacgee chould be proceceesd by the
Hellerith (I.B.X.) syctem. PFrom thies time ferword, it
~ghould be noted, thse Child Senrch Branch entered into

8 very olcce ccoperntion with the German Red Crose., This
cooperation proved 1o be of mutual benefit to Germen
unaccompanied children, se well gs to United Naticns
unaccompanied children.

By May 1949, the Limitcd Regletraticn FPlan wae being
implemented in the thrse Wectern Zones ¢of Germany with
the exception ¢f the City c¢f Berlin. In Berlin, the blookede
had precluded the possibility of holding meetings with the

D.P, Branch
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D.?.Brancg ond Public Welfsre Bronch officiale of the
Britieh, french and 0.5, Wilitsry Governmute. Diecuesicons
were finolly held in May., A genernl agreement wae repochad
grr Joint gction in garrying ocut the Limited Hegictration
Flsn in 8ll thkree vVegtern Sectore of tha city. Hilitsry
Goverrment officiole cf the City of Berlin did not iscue
direct crdere to the Germsn sutheritice responeible for
the carrying out of the Plan. They etested thnt they
preferred the genrch tc be csrried out on s cooperative
voesls between tneir office, our coffice, cnd the German
sedminietration in the City cf Berlin. This lasck cof

orders to the Cermen administration, however, proved

no handicap. Ae a motter of fact, mauch credit ruet be
#lven to the Germsn administraticn in the City of Ber-

lin for the mcet ccoperutive attitude they asdopted to-
wnrde aiding the Internnticnsl Trocing Service im fin-
ding unaccompsnied United Nations' children.

The progrese of the Limited Registration Flan
operation wzs reviewed and an snslyeie cf the situation
prepared, at ths time of the Generel Council eetinz of
the I.R.0, in July. 4s a result, {t wse possible to
moke the following prognceic coamcerning the probsble
finlshing detes ¢f the varicus proceesee involved:

(a) Due tc inaccurate repertinz by the Germsn
suthorities, the machine proceeeing (I.B,M.)
0f the gueeticnnsires would nct be completed
before the beginning of 1950.

(b) The bulk of the Field investigaticons might be
expected to be completed on or about June 30,1950,

(¢) Individual troecing for children snd relatives
should probsbly be completid gome time im 1951,

By the end of 1949 the firct phase of the Limitecd
Registraticn Plan - the gcreening of Germsn children'e
institutionrs = had besn ~ompleted ln the Britieh, French
and U.,S, Zones., Of thie phzsc there remsnined to be done
enly the c¢ity of Berlin where 54 institution: had yet
.to be checked, It had been noted, however, that the
German sutnoritiees frequently msde incomplete repcrts
on institutions, snd thet much checking snd referring
back vas reguired. It wee snticipated that scme un-
reported instituticne would be discovered by our Field
etoff, necessitating a return to work on the firet
_phsee of the cperaticn.

The second phase = the investigation of children
in GCermon foster homes - had begun in the U.S. Zone in
Kovember, The results Obtzined by the end ¢of December
were very encoursging and a grestly iocreaecd number
of children was rezlstered during December,

Identificstion of many children reported woe made
poseible by a check cf the Germon returne agsinet the
index of birth certificutes held by the Child Sesrch
Brorch, It will be r:~embered that in 1946 the Germ=n
suthorities h~sd been ordecred te eend in documente con-
cerning non-Germen nationols (see Puge 8). These
docunents included the birth certificetes of the
inrumernble childrcn born to elsve laobcurere im Germany
during the war, The birth certificatce were sorted and
filed in each o form ns to mnke reocdy checking poeszible.
It wee plenned tc check sll theece birth certificotes
againegt the returne of the Limited Registrestiop rlan
by means of the Hollerith (I.B.M.) mschinee. Children

of the
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0f the following noticnalities were invelveds Austrion,
belgian, Dulgarien, bLyeloruesien, Chinees, Cuzech, Danieh,
butch, IZstenizn, French, Greek, Hungarian, Iran, Itelisn,
Latvian, Lithusnien, Luxembourg, Nerweglian, Polieh, Rou=-
manian, Ruseisn, Spenieh, Turkieh, Ukrsinien, and Yugoslav.

It hsd been hoped, st the time of the incepticn of
the Limited Kegistretion Plan, that the mgjority ¢f the
unsccomponied misesing children, falling within the msn-
dote ¢f the I.R.0., viould be located by mesns ¢f the
plen. Neverthelees, it hsi alwsoys been realieed thsat
this plan could nct be expected to give complete cover=
8ge. Apart from the foct thet only certain categoriece
of children were registered, success depended on complete
records being held by the German suthcritiee snd upon
tlelr asccurste reperting., Experiernce chewed that this
woe far from being the case. In the course of their
invectigsaticne, the Child Search Officers located German
inetitutione snd foeter children whoee existence hzd
not opparcntly been known to the Germsn sutherities.

It was felt, therefore, that the only way of being cer-
tain thnt every poeeible etep hed been token to find the
mizeling children was to make uee of the coming German
Population Censzue of 1950. By inserting s few sdditional
queeticne to the cencue forms, it should be possible to
uncover these children who had not been found under the
Limited Registration Plan, It hod not been poesible to
utilise the 1946 populstion census, since the gueeticon-
naires did oot include the points required for the locat-
inz of uneccompanied children. To ensure that the 1950
Germsn Ceneue would covsr all the pointe necessery for
utilieing the returns in the sesrch for unaccompsnied
children in Germsny, preliminsry ccnferencee were held
with the German Statieticsl Uffice and the Internsticnal
Tracing Service sddressed lettere to the High Commiesioners
¢f the threoe Western Zones, asking them to permit the Child
Sesrch Branch to mske use ¢f the coming Census.

cueriee in rerpord to the Zezistration of Children

In the course ¢f working on the Limited Registration
Plen, many and varicd queeticns arcse on technical points,
which hzd to be referred to the I.R.0. Headquarters in
Geneva, since they involved, in greoter cr lesser degrees,
questicns of pelicy snd alignment with cther brenchee of
the I.R.O. Discussione occured end decisicone were mad
on the following points:

(1) Rezistrstion of gquestionsbly eligzible oatesories
of children

It waes decided thst regietraticn should include:

(2) Children of ex-epemy ocuntriee (with the
excegtion of Germans)

.(b) Children of ethnic Germar origin {with
presumed non-German citizenship)

(¢) Children who beosme unaccompanied after
the war,

A great deal of wcrk wae dene for children in
categcries (a) and (b) sfter their regietrstion
hed been agreed upcn by the I.R.0. Heandquarters.
In the end, however, ofter all action hud been
taken - children registeraed, parents cr other
relatives traced, fdccumentation procured, -

the I.R.0. declored many ineligible for further

gervices. (2)
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(2) Children cnes dezmad sccompanied who mizht

become un=ccomunnied

A new problem ercee ae s recsult of the enlarged
recettlement pregramme. Under the I.R.O.
definiticn of an unaccompanied child (Geneva
Provieional Order Ne, 33), @ ohild is not un-
accompanied if under the care of a clcee
relative, i.e. adalt brether, eister, uncle,
gunt, grendperentes.  Such relstivee, however,
90 nct constitute legsl gusrdisns. The posei=
bility srcse, therefore, thet the "Clcee Relg=
tive) wiehing to emigraste might, willingly or
unwillingly, hove to lesve the child behind.
It would then fell into the unaccompeanied
category. To meet thie difficulty, it was
ggreed that sny children who were expected to
beceme unaccompanied due to the resettlement
programme shoald be reported by Child VWelfare
cefiicere to the Internstional Tracing Service
for necessary action, .

(3) Realstration of elisible children whose unsccom-
paniea etstus wee questionable,

(e) Children living with putative father end/or
‘putative relatives. To be coneidered ss un-
accompanied snd therefere regletered,

(b) Children who are temporsrily unaccompanied,
thet 18, children whe sre under the supervi-
glon of an adult in Jeil, an inssne ssylum,
or a hespital, Theee had to be considered
88 unaccomponied snd regietered, 1f the
gtay of the adult in one ¢f the above men=-
tioned places wae likely to exceed three
months.

(o) Children in correspondence with parents or
ralstives, Children who were in Germany and
in correspondence with parents cr relatives
cuteide Germsny were t0 be conesidered es
unaccompanied ond regicstered, if such corre-
spondence was mcre than three months old.

(4) Children not to be resistered

- It proved to be exceedingly difficult for the
Field staff tc meke decisions as to which coses
mignt resescnoble be expected to be eligible for
I.R.0, ecrvicee. In order to obviste the
registering of children whose cosz2s would haove
to be cloced ne ineligible, & guide was worked
out snd approved by I.R.0. Hesdguartere, coverw
ing eix categories of children who should not
be registered, even though documentsry preoof of a
German citizenchip might not be svalilable.
Theee cotegoriee were:

b -
(a) Children over 14 yesres of age, sepsrated
from their porente after the wor, not es
g direct receult cf it, cn whom all inform-
eticn pointed to their being German, even
though no documentary evidence wae .

availahlgn

(v)
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(b) Childrsn legs!ly sdopted before the wWar,
who were living with their edo;tive parents.

(e¢) Children bora before the war on German
lerritory as at 31.12.37:

(1) If they were full orphone placed with
feetir parents pricr to the wsr, end
: 8till with their foeter purents.

(41) Foundlirz children for whem the pre—
war sutroritiee were unsble to estsblish
identity or find relotives.

(d) Children sdoyted after war, with the coneent
cf both prrents for & legitimaste child, send
e the mether for an illegitimate child,

(e) In genersl, foundlinz children picked up
sfter 1et Janusry 1946, =ould not be
registerad, unlecs there were indicantions
t?it the child mizkt oot te of German citizen-
EN1p.

(f) Children expelled after the war from their
countriee 0f residence to Germnny, together
with their pareots, snd who became separated
from them either on the journey or ecfterwarde.

Scme ccntroverey aleo arces sze to whether @ person
who had not reacined the age of 21 could be con=-
eidered as 8 gusrdien tc s child., The guesticon
wee diecuesed and the following instructicns
iesued to the Field Staff:

"A child should nct be considered to be
k. gccompenisd if it iz being teken care of by
A percson who hae n*t yet reachead the age cof
21. GSuch a child should be coneidered un~
gecompanied snd regietered., Efforte should
be made not to breusk up family groups. ror
inetance, if two brothers aged 15 and 19 are
together, then both children should be reglie-
tered, even thouin the case of the elder
would not normally be handled by Child searchr
. In tiis way, the Child Velfore staff are
: encbled tc do Joint planning for both
children.” :

Senrch outside Germany

It was declided upon, in consultation with the I.R.0.
Heniquartere, th-t gll unsccompanisd children known to the
I.R.0., in whotever country they mizght be living, should
be reported to the Child Cesrch Branch Hendquarters, io
the hope that the inclusion cf thnesir nomes in the chlldren's
{ndex might bricg ebout the scluticn of some, at least, of
the outstanding enquiries for missing children.

Tewnrds the middle of 1945, difficultiec were reyorted

for the firet tine by the I.R.0. lMiesicn in Itoly in osrry-

ing cut 8 eenrch progronme in Italy Ier United Iations'
children., Thosge-difficuitiee w-re reperted 10 I.5.0. liend=
quertere but rno satiefectory eclutics wee found, Varicus
Voluntsry Societlies, cuch ag the U.S. Committes for the

Care
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Care of Eurcpgean Children snd the Naticnal Catholic Welf:re
Conference inveetigated the mattzr cn their cwn initiative
and filed protects on tie fate of United Nnticns' unsccom-
ponied children in Itsly. GHowevar, the situstlen of thece
children wne never rcctified snd & complete regicstraticon
of all tne unasccemponied cohildren wae never made, although
the presence ¢of these children wee known. -

Farther difticulties srose in the ccordinsticn cf scti-
vities concerning unaccompanied children between the Child
Search Brsrcoh snd the Velfare officinls of the IR0 Lizelcn
in Auetris. Twice a recpresentstive cf the Internaticnal
Tracing Service visited Austrie ond conducted sarveys.

ATter th se surveye, it beca~e clesr th:t the sesrch for
unaccempanicd United Netions' children in Austris could not

be considered completed and that furthcr action wone neCeEEaTy,
evan though the I R.0. Miceicn had previcusly dene come work
in thic fleld ard the Austrien Govern:ent had been mest cO=-
operntive. However, slthough responeible Velfare officials
in I.R.0. Hesdguerters fully reccgnised this, o acticn
whetever wue takeén in this direction either during the

yesr 1949 or the yesr 1950. ol

In the lstter part of 1949, owinz to the etorting of
the phaeing cut of the programme cof the I.R.0. @nd the
gredunl cutting dewn of etaff in the I1.R.0. Miceions, it
‘becnme neceecenry to reccnesider the quistion cof Child Search
outeside of Germany. The varicue I.R.0. lilscionz had been
carrying cut in thelr territcriee the registration of
unsccomgconied children, which, in Germsny wee performed
by Child Sesrch teums. In addition, they hsd alco helged
{n fnvestiguting inrdividuol tr ciny cases. It apresred
doubtful, nowever, thet they would for long be able to
carry on with tnie work. After discuesion with I.R.0.
He:dnouarters, it wae decided, thercfore, to cddress an
sppesl to the Governments of the countrics concerped
seking that they or Agencies aypointed by them, =hcould
peeiet in the tracing end reglstering of unaccompanied
children.  The Appesl wss formulatzd oe follcws 3

mat the lo:t meeting of the Gepersl Council cf the
Internationsl Refugce Urganicaticn, the meémber natlons
spreed that negotiaticns should be undertaken tc trang=- -
fer, by June 30th, 1950, functicns of the International
Tracing Service to Governmsnts, cor ie sencther inter—
nntional or interpgrvernmental bcdy. It has been
nececzary, therefore, for the Child Search Branch of
the Interacational Trucing Cervice 10 review its
sonievements, to s cees how much still remsins to be
done, snd tc consider by what mcane it could ensure
thnt everything humsnly peeeible will be undertaken
to conclude the task entrusted to 1%,

\ nThe mandste siven to the Child Search Branch isg
(a) to find the childrer ¥idnnpged by the KNozis ond
other non-Germnr children who have becrme dis-—
ploced cnd ursccemgnnled se a8 reeult of the warj
(b) to identify ttese children, estob’'leh thelr citizen=
k ghip, snd provide them =with documentaticng
(o) 'to bring them inte communicstion with their parente
or other relntives.

~ ®Tn order to corry thie cut, & central index cof
the nsmee of miseing and located unasccompanied children
hss been eet up st the Brarch LHesdguarters office.

w

The work
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"The work cutside the Brenech coffice cun, for
practical purpesez, ba divided inte tuo dictinct
parte = thst ineide Germeny snd thot outcide of this
country.

"Inelde cf Garmsny, where the majority cof
unsocompanied children are to be found, the Inter-
national Tracinz Service h s ite own Search Officers
whe conduct active investigsations "in the field",

At precont we arc in trne midst ¢f & ¢rosrmnmee for
registering all non-Germsn children in German ineti-
tuticns ond foeter hemes, ncd are alec investigating
all ade ticn contracts filed witn trhe Germsun courte
gicce 1929. By this menns, 1t 12 hoped thst we may
locate at least the grester progorticn of foreliegn
children etill hidden emonz the Germen goculation.
We antiolipnte thet the sctual field inveetigationes
will be completed by June 19550. There will, however,
€till remsin the work to be performed in cur central
effica:

(e) Completicn of tie identific=tion of the children
located, thet ie, to estsnblich their ocitizenzhip
eand provide thzm with documents.

(b) Necessgsry tracing esction and correspondence to
bring the echildren locsted in oontsct with their
parents or other relatives,

"Outeide of Germany, the task of searching for
relatives snd missing children hses baen performed by the
nationnl tr=cing buresux cr cther sgencles of the countries
concerred, end the I.R.0. Missione attsched to those
countries. Ve hove recéived from them lists of unsccom—
panied displaced childrea who sre living within their
boundsriee, By this ~ecnne, we heve been zble to bring
mony child:en ard relntives inte contect with one enothey.
We are certein, however, thot not sll rnomes of theee
dieplaced unsccompsnied cnildren cuteide of Germany
hgve been reported to ue., If we hoed these nsmes, we
believe we would be eble ftc locate & part cf the Zo,000
children for whom we have enquiriec, snd bring them into
contret with theirrelatives. The steff of the I.R.C.
Mieelone is groiduslly beirg withdrawn, snd these offices
are nc lenger sble to sseiet us &8s previcuely. It ie
for this resecn thset we new turn to you in order to
appenl for jyour help in supplyin; ue with complete liets
of all fcreign unaccompnnied children, dieplaced ns 8
recgult of the wsr, st present within yocur borders, In .
sddition to the pores ¢f children actually located within
your ktordere, we are anxious to cbtsin liste of the
children wno pseeed throuzh your territery during, or
after, the wnr. Thie informsticn will glve us clues for
pureuing inveetigntiore in yet snother ccuntry. On
teth liste we would require the folicowing infeormation:
'full reme, dste and place c¢f birth, perents’ namee; and
for the trsnsient children we reed, in sdditicn, ths
date of arrivsl snd plece ¢f crigin, sleo the date of
exit with destinntion. FProbably the grester number cof
thege children will elre=dy be kncwn te ue, but the
regeipt of the rnuee of cthere nct knowa t¢ us may yet
change the outlook cn the future for mery cthere who. now
know nothing sbout their families, ond little rbcut their
own identity. ¥%e want tc feal that,’by the time our
operation closes, every source cf infcrmsticn and all
datn cn unaccemgonied and missing children irnelde &and
outside of Germeny has been thorcughly exploited,

We lecok
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: "Wwe lock forward to your active coopersntion
in thie service to unacceapanied children, a vitael
humanitarian eervice in which we feel cure your
nnticn wishes to tzke psrt. We shall be glad to
eupvly you with any further details you may require

tc ensble you to give full considersticon to the whole
problem."

This Appesl was sent to the following 40 countries:

Albanio Greece Pakietan
Australia Hungsary Philippinees
Austris India Portugsl
Belgium : Iran REcumania
Bulzsria Iraq South Africs
Canada Italy Spain
Czechcelovakia Kenys Sweden
Denmark _ Lebanon Switzerlond
Egypt - Luxembourg Tangnnyike
Lire lexico Turkey
Eastern Zone of Germany Netherlsnds U.S.4A,
Finland New Zealsnd U«S.5.Re
France Norway e - Yugoslavis

Great Britain

In the majority of caeés, these countriees responded well
and geve valueble sssistance,

épecinl Aerignment of Child Sesrch Officiale

The experience of the Child Search DBranch in connection
with the regletering and servicing of unaccompanicd children
wae recognieed on two occasicns whnen 2 member of the etaff
waes sent by the I,R.0. Headquartere on apecisl miseions out-
gide of Germzny.

(1 )vieit to Polsnd

It wae long reaslised thet Polend was the
ngtion which had suffered meect under the Nazi
regime, ns regarde the kidnapping and germani-
gation. of ite children, VWhen I.RK.0. Headguarters
ceent some Welfare representstives to leland for
‘discuseions with the Policsh suthoriti=, a
reprecentative of the Child Search Branch wae
alse included in the group., Toploe diesocussed
by the Child Sesrch Officer with the Polieh _
Red Croes in Warsaw during this trip included:

(a) The insdeguate information received
from Poland made it very difficult for
geuccececeful search and treacing to be
dona in Germany.

(b) Ths lack of informetion received from
Polnnd concerning the zenersl Nazi
orgonieatioa and progromme which had
been in exietence in the country
during the war snd upon which the
Polish sutherities might have been
expectzd to hevé me'e s etudy and
obtainsd valusnble dsts.

+ (@) The time lag involved in the trncing
of relatives and the procurement eof
decumente in Yoland in regard to
upaccompanied Polish children located
by the International Trecing Service.

A frea
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A free diccuscion of thece points with the
Folich Red Crozs resulted in n betisr understanding
of the difficulties encountared by the Child Cearch
£ranch in Germany ard g rcalication of the type of
Informeticn required for the eucceesful solution
of the miseing children's cosce.

Resistrsticn of » gpecinl group of children in
Italy.

Durirn; the mcnth of July, esome cf the unoccome
ponled children under I.R.Q. ¢sre, who had previoug-
1y been in the 1iddle cget, were trancferred to
Italy, At the recuecst of I.R.O. Headquartere, the
Child Sesrch Broncn sent a repreceentstive to Itely
te seelst in tie regietroticn of thoree children

.whoee reccrde were incomplete, The Child Senrch

Officer interviewed more thun 120 children of the
grcup of 149, Thie reeulted in the preparation of
121 regietration formse, iceclading eccinl histories.
Thece regicstrations lncluded children over 17,
members of fomily groups where younger children
werc precent, who were regiestered in crder to keep
the family group togetter; snd seversl unaccompanied
youths on vhom Child Zearch slresdy hsd individual
csse recerds, previcusly ferwarded from the liddle
East tracing cffice. The documentntion which the
children broucht with them frem the Middle Eoet
wes €0 lnsdequste that it wss, et thnt time, cur
belief thet we huod performed a resl service by

re-reglstering theee cnildren, even though at s0

late » daste, The Child Seecrch officer wns able

to mske available to the I.R,0, Children'e Centre

io Itsly extrocts from troeing informotion previcusly
received f{rom the Llddle Zast, Scne of the tracing
clues hsd been recorted to the Liddle Fast office

ag lote ae November snd December 1948, but owing

to the impending liquidation of thet offica, had
never bren passad to or discuseed with the children.
The remes of the majority of the children ard yoeuths .
in the group hal slre-~dy been recorded by the Child
<eorch Brench Headsusrters from liste ecomitted by

" the Uiddle Xast oT{ice in 1948, liowever, individusl

cace records existed cnly on epproximntely 67 children
and youths; tiece were s part o the cese recerds
treneferred ceversl menthe previcusly by the liddle
Eaet tracing ofTice. ILone of thece reccrds contained
& complete bsckgrtund and socinl hietcry. As
definite planning for this group of children wne very
urgent, these regietrations were given priority ond
innediste trocing acticn wne teken st Child Search
Brnnch Headsuartere. iiowaver, only a short time :
pfter the Child Sesrch officer returned from Ltaly,
information wae received that the entire group woe
slready on thne way to Canads. By the time, there-
fore, thot the firet recsulte of the tracing actien
vere recelved and ecma reletives locoted, these
children had already left Europe, The only

remsining servicc which could be given was the pase-
ing of the trocing resulte to the I.R.0. Xiesicn in
Connda witn the request that the children invelved
might be nctified; snd the informing ¢f the reletivea
in Polsnd that the children were in Cenads.

Deciesions
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Decieione rnd Ordzrz fecsued by I.R.0., Genarnl Council
in _connecticn with Ghilg senrch.

—

A% the July meeting cf the Genersl Council, it wee '
decidcd thnt the 31et Auguzt should be the deadline date .
by which D.P.zg snd refugees deciring assistence from IoR.0e |
ghould register with the Orzanie=ticn. Three cateceriee '
were establiched, for which exceytion would be made. The '
firet cf theee cctegoriec concerned unaccompsnied child- |

|

ren snd wac defined by the Council ae follows

"Such unascecmpenied childrsn ae may be
locusted by the Child Search Branch of the ;
-Internsticnal Tracing Service sfter that date G s
may be admitted to I.R.0. mosistance.” ”

The General Council furthermore etsted: |

"Ae exterded sesrch for miscing children .
which I.T,8, has recently bszun will not be
c¢encluded until after June 1950, It will be
neceecsry to continue hunting, after 30th June
1950, I.R.0. termination date, for relatives of i
chiidren uncovéred se a result o< the search,.” ’
(It should be noted thst, at that time, the

I.R.0. wes due tc terminote oo this dote.)

Thie was one of the ressone upen which tke Genersl Council
based its ccnecluzion that the Internaticnsl Tracing Service
ehould continue to operate sftsr the end of the LeRelDay

and thsat a new eponsor would have to be ecought. Low

illueory this Resolution of the Genersl Council proved

for unsccompanied children, ie shewn by the fact thst even

- though unsceompsznizd children locsted after the 318t August
1943 may be admitted to I.R.0. sceistonce, in proctice,

the I.R.0. Constitution was spplied more nnd more rigidly

in the cage of unsccompsnied children by the LEligibility
Officers =0 thzt compsratively few children were sotuslly -
token onre of, beyond the services which could be given by :
the Chlld Search Branch. As regurds the eecond part of the
Councll estaterent, thot the seocrch for children would heve -
to continue after June 30th 1950, it will be seen in the -
last part of thie report, that not oniy wse sesrch net |
continugd after June 30th 1950, but thzt sctually it was ¢
broken off gs esarly as larch 31et in the middle of the
operation at so snort a notice =2e 10 days.

At the October meeilay ¢f the I.R.0. Genersl Couneil,
the Directer General gove the following cutline on Child f
Search to the Council : : W

"The International Committee of the Red Il
Croea 4= not prepared to tske ovar the Chilad i
Search programme. The I.R.0. has now to f
dcoide, therefore, whether thie progromme ehould,
cence on 31 Leccmber 1949, when funds ncw |
slloested will bove been lcocrgely exhnusted, or i
whetner mesns should bs found to continue it i
until 30 June 1950 or until scme Oother con = ,

|
|

venient daete before the traonsfer of other work ’
of the Internaticnol Traoing Service takes
place.

"The ainms of the Child Sesrch Branch of
the I.7:5, are:

(a) }
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(a) to find children kidnapped by the
Nazis and all other non-Germsn child-
.ren who have become dieplaced asnd un-
accompanied as a result of the warsj

(b) to identify these children, estsblish

their citizenship and provide them
with documents;

(e) to bring them into communication with
their parente or relatives,

"The late receipt of materiasl giving infor-
mation on these children has caused the Child
Search programme only now to be reaching the pesk
of its activity. After lengthy negotiation with
the Occupation Authorities and with the German
authorities, the I.T.S, received permission to
start a programme of intensive search in insti-
tutions, with foster parents and for adopted
children, Orgsnised search for children in

. inetitutions started in June 1949 and 1s expected
to be finished by the end of the year, by which
time some 200,000 children will have been investi=
gated and about 1,500 unsccompsnied mon-German
children discovered, This work doee not, however,
include organised search for children living with
foster parents &nd a programme has been worked out
for them which, if it began on 1 January 1950 would,
1t is expected, be finished by the middle of that
year, Inveetigationes of adopted children is a

4 s

"The procedure adopted is that, on discovery
0f a child, the asuthorities of its country of
origin are informed, and st the same time the
.procese of documentation is begun and the I.R.0.
Child Welfsre officere conduct soclal welfare
investigations. It has been the practice in the
UesS. Zone of Germany for children to be removed
from German instituticna snd put in I.R.0, Assembly
Centree; while in both the British and French
Zones children are plasced in centres, run by the
military suthorities under I.R.0. supervieion,
thus the continuation of the Chila Search pro-
grammeé has usually been connected with the con- %
tinuation of the I.R.0., Care and Maintenance
progremme, snd it has been considered prudent to
plan for the closure of the Child Search Programme
sufficiently far inaivance of the Care and Main-
tenance programme for the children under care end
maintenance to have their cases completed before
the closure of Assembly Centres.

"Increasingly, however, it is evident to the
Director-General that there is no need on grounde
of physical welfare alone for children to be put
in I.R.0. Assembly Centres, since economic con-
ditions are =0 much improved in Germany. It would
in many cases be reasonable and poesible for g
child to remain where it is until finsl plans are
made for its future. This would, of course,

necessitate

\
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necegzitats n eontinuance of the legsl pro-

tecticn which is olracdy undertasken in part

by the existirng wrrk of {dentificetion ond f v
decumentation. Furthermore, cny seticn -
nececesary Ifor the rezantriation of children

can alwoys te tsken by the zovernment concerned.

"It ie thue considered that the continu-
~aticn of the Child Sesrch progremme is not neceemz=
rily degendent on the continuntion of the I.R.0.
vare snd llaintarance proecramme and even of the
I.R.0., Repatriction preogrosme, and that the
o prasent Child feaxch prosramme could, if so0
deeired, continue with certasin hondicepes until
it is completad, about the middle of 1950, even
though ths care and maintenance programme were
not contiouzd after 30th June 1950.

"There bas recently been a marzed increnee

in the number of cacses s=olved, ac many being

L golved in the pnet three mcnthe as in the previoues
gix., Thniz epplies particulerly to old casee on -
which naw infcrmstion hae teen obtained. Abcut 1
20,000 enguiries sbout children of 31 pnationelities
are otill open, of which 5,000 have been received
in 1949, ond soclved casee represent over 10,000
children of 38 different naticonalities, The com- ,
pleticn of sesrch preper by the middle of 1350 f
vould of courcs still lesve uncompleted the work '
of docu-entation a#nd of bringinz children ond |
rclativee into touch with one another.  This would
be ne woree, however, in reepect of children die-
covered during 1950 than in reepect of children
disccvered sorlier, and adequete plons for s
contiruation of efforte to solve theese individual - |
problems have yet to be made, A continuaticon and !
completion of sesrching would not materislly affaect
them." :

After studying the problem of the International Trascing
‘Sexvice, the Genersl Council igetructed the Director-Genersl
es followes - -

"4, to re-axamine in detoll the programme and .
budget of the Internstional Traclng Service and

to effeoct the maximum poseible savings and
eimplificotion of cperationz in order thot the maln
docunentation funoticns ¢f the Service may be
complated by 30th June 1950."

"2, to negotiete with the interested governments
end with Occupation Authorities for the trensfer
by %0th June 1950 of the then remnining tracing
furatione of the Internaticnsl Tracing Service to
governments cr 1o srother internationnl or

intergcvernmental body."

In order to put into proectice Part 2 of theee instruo-
ticns ac they concerrned Child Sesrch, 1t wus evident that the
following pointe hod to be takesa.into concideration s . »

(a) The reslicaticn that the identificaticn of the
childrepn loc-ted, establiching thelr citizen-
gehip end providing them with documente, would
hove to ecntinue after June 30th, 1950. This
wos in any case 8 part of the residusal problem

of legal protection.

o - §
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(b) IKecessery troelng action and cor-espondence
would hove to be centinuaed in crder to bring
the children leoceted intoc contact with their
parente or othgr rélativee.

* Genernl Surveyv snd Reeldunl worklenad

The yesr 1949 wue ope ¢f continuous achievement, ae
can be seen from g etotictical comparieorn of 1945 snd 19493

lionthly
‘ Aversge
Inquiries received from 1 Hay 1945 to 21 Dec.1949

= 22,314 398
Enquiries received from 1 Jan.1949 to 31 Deo.1549

-. 5-‘,‘277 439
Enquiries g0lved from 1 Nay 1945 to 31 Dec. 1949 '

Enquiries solved from 1 Jen.1949 o 31 Dec. 1949

-m 1,624 135

Thls wes accomplished in epite of the many difficulties an-
countered - some inherent in the fact that the operstion

teok plsce in an occupied ¢cantry. The chief causeg of
nnxiety during the year were: the delay in sesignrent of
internationsl steff to their posts of duty; the turnover

of 75 of the D.P. staff becsuca of emigraticn; the oconctsnt
strugezle to kesep all field officers on the rousd; the vehicles
alloted to theee officers being mostly 0ld army Jeepe; anad

'~ the difficulty of obtaining adequats gupplies ot the timaes

when they werec moest needed.

In order better tc understend the achievements of the
Yeor and the werk which still remsined to be done after
December 1949, it is necessnry to examine the mondate of
the Child Sesrch Branch. Thie wae : ,

(a) To find the children kidnapped by the Nezis
) ¢nd other non~German children who became
displaced and unaccompanied as s reeult of
the war;

(b) To fdentify thece children, eatsblieh thelr
citizenship, and rovide them with doocumsntaticn;

() To bring them inte communication with the i
parénts or-other relativee.

L]

It was antlicipstcd thst the toek deseribed under (a)
- would- be completed about "the middle of 1950 =

(1) In Gormasny = when the field investiantions
under the Limited Regidration Plan hod been
completed, .

(2) Outeide of Germsny - when gll individusl cnae
records held by the I.R,0. Mic:icne had been
consolidoted at Child Search Branch Headousrters

\ end the resulla of the sppeal for governmental
cooperation had been receivad.

In crder to hove a ecmpreheneive ploture of the reeidusl
problem of unsccompenied children, it is necessary to

exomineg
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exoaine crrevicue internaticnzl sction in gonnection with

this preblems An internaticnal agreement concerning the
gacrdlonship ef mirore, signed im 1902, sal ratified-in 0
1904, 12 still ccreidered velid. Thiz is particularly
interzeting, ne Germsny wee onz of the elgnatories. This
agreement mokes provizion for the setting up of three

types of guardisnship 1

(L) Guardisnszhip set up under the ceglie of the
country of which the miner is & nationsal.,

(1) Guordienchip set up by the diplomatic or
concular agent, in sccordonce with the law
0f the country of which the minor is e
notional

(111) Guardisrehip cet up by the suthorities of the

country in which the minor ie reziding, end K

in sccerdance with the locsl law.

Tha pgreement provides that the sscond type of guardian—
ehip shall take place only in euch ceces in which the lew of
the ccuntry of which the minor is a naticnal mokee no
prcvieion for the setting up of gusrdicnczhip for mincore
reelding in a foreign country. A further condition to be
cbeerved before this seccnd type of guardiasnship cen be set
up iz thst no cleusze in the laws and regulations of the stots
in which the minor residee prevente the mettirg up of guardian-
ehip by diplomatic or conmsular sgents of o foreign nation.

The last tyce of guerdisnship shall-be set up only in such
cases in which, for scme reseon, nalther of the othar two

- types is poseible.

The terme of this agreement have been given since it
ie evident thst thie or ony other egrecment purporting to
proviie for the settlezent of the preblem of unsccompsnied %
childrcn, con only be applied aftcr the identity nnd citizen-
chip of the child have been clearly eetsbliched. The work
of the Child Seerch DBranch, therefore, provides the boeis
upon waich rcete the eclution of the problen., It seemed,
therefore, a preregquisite that the task of the Internnticnal
Trecing Service in providing preoper identification and doou=
mentation would hsve tc be concluded before any permanent
gettlement of the ouestion could be made. It was with this
ir mind, thot the Child Search Branch in December 1949 lcoked

* forward to cempleting the Limit=d Regletration Plon snd ccn-

tinuing trocing. Thie analyeis, which wae sppliceble to the
gituaticn ir Dacember 1949, 1is no less sprliceble now in
September 1950, ae the Child Sesrch Branch cesees active
investigaticns end etarte cn a phase of very limited sotivi-
tiee, with 1fe original aime unettsined snd the problem of the
misceing children incompletely investigated.

Public Intercet in Child Search

It 1= a well known fact that the genersl public ie
nlwaye interested in ohildren and will respond to0 any appesl
for help for children. Consequently, os the preee in various
countries becume avare of the children's problem resulting
from the wer, corrcepondents from meny popers visited the
Child Sesrch Branch iiendjquarters. They included represen=
tativees of the following newspspers and agenoiee 3

Belgium
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Balrium

Temoignage Chxﬁtian
Canandn

Ioronto Stsf

+ Englond
Daily Herald

The Times
Frrnce

Plgaro
Germony

Stors and Stripes

UlSl hg

Eridgeport, Connecticut, Sunday Herald
Chicezi0 Dally News

vhristisn Science Lonitor ¢
Darver Foct J

Liberty llogszine and Nsatione Bueinees
Lemphic Commercial Appeal

didaml Herald

‘Hilwankee Journsl

Kewerk News -

Pitteburgh Poast Gazette

Seattle Times

United States Overcess Agenoy

U.SIS.R‘

Pravds

In gddition, the fdllowing progrommes con-
cerning unsocomyanied children wera broandosst over the
radio: : '

5

Americen Forces Network

Child Sesrch Gensrsl Cutline

Britieh Brondensetinz Cerporation

A gtory of thrce Folish children deported
to Germasny but who hnd been locnted and
reunited with their father in Polsnd,

Unitcd Naticns Rndiec Divieion

Dauzhbter of Lidice
Eleven LKemory Street
Memo from Lake Succegs |
T~0 Billicen Strong
United Naticne To-dey

1950
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At the weglinning of 1950, the Directer of the Inter-
nstionel Trecing Service, sccompenied by the Chief of the
Child Seosrch Branch, atiended o meeting in Geneva st vhich
vere precent the Director-Genersl cni vericus Department
Chiefs of the I.R.0., Lieadguarters., At this meeting o

. repert wae presentcd by the Internstional Tracing Service

Elving the current situstion of Child Search. This report

wos made bearinz im mind the statemcnt mode by the Director=-
General on Child Cesrch at the Ooctober 1949 meeting of the
General Council (see Page 27). It h=d been previously stressed
end wae again reiterpted, theot it was impoesible for the

whole preoblem to be eolved before the clesure of the I.R.O.
Urgent representstion, therefore, wes made that the guestion "
should be referrcd immedigtely to the United Nations, who
ghould sesume ultimste reeponsibllity for the legsl pro-
tection and cere ¢f unaccompenied children outside their
country ¢f origin,

At thie same time, tha cffices of the British, French
ond U.,3. digh Commiseicnere requecsted s full report on the
work of Child Gearch, together with en anslysis of how much
0f the progremme woes etill uncempleted and the amount of
time required to finish it.

In Yebruary, the Iirector-General iesued s report on
the problem o0f Child Zecrch to the Eixecutive Committee of
the I.R.0., 8t & meeting held in preparstion for that of
the Genersl Council in Lcrch. In thie report, the pro-
posal of the Director-Generel foxr the future of Child.
Sesrch was ocutlined ag folleows : : '

"As stated esrlicer the funde approved by the
Generzl Council sre sufficient for the continuation
£ Child Search on 1its preecnt bneis until 30th

June 19%0. In the absence of pdditicnnl funds,
the Dircctor-Genersl has carcfully reviewed the
activities end budget of the Child Sesrch Branch to
determine whether 1t might be poecsible, by mcking
pdminietrotive ecencmies, improving the crgaenisstien
of the Brarnch end concentreting staff ond rescurces
cn teeks of msjor importsnce, to extend the life of
Child Seerch long enough to ensure that the
reglctration of children presumcd to be non-Germsn
mizht be completed snd that a further limited pumber
of children, whose nationality, identity and
eligibility under the I.R.0, mondote could be
definitely establiched, might be referrecd tc Child
Welfgre for oppropriaste sction. In order to reéduce
+0 o mininum the number of czees referred to Child
velfore, the Director-Genercl hpc attached to the
Child Sesrch Brench Child Vaelfare nnd Eligibility

. 0fficere who will muke 8 preliminnry review of
elircibility before cuses ore turned cver to Child
Welfsre. The Directer-Genersl hoe thue been nyla
to prepsre o plen for the liqudotion of Child Eearch,
in scccordance with which the opernticn functione of
the Branch would cencze on 31zt July 1950, and there-
after, ocnly ¢ very small staf{ would be required to
esrry out the normsl sdministrative liquidation which
would be completed no loter then 31st August 1950.

This plen
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"This plon provides for the following tacks to be
accomplished by 31et July: .

(a) Registraticn in eccordunca with the Limited
Eegietretion Plan of all children presumed
10 be ncn-Germean snd inserticn of their
numes in the lisster Index;

(b) Preparetion for eddition to the archives
end llseter Index of all docum=sntary

i{idecce produced by the Limited Ragiat&ation
Fian; ~ -

() As for ns poeccible, estoblishment of
nationality sand identity of children and
tracing of rslatives. It ls ecstimsted
that & further 1,250 casee will be com-
pleted, #nd thst there w1ll remsin
geverol theuspnd children registered whoss
casde will not hove been completed.,

(d) Checking susinst the Master Index of sll
individusl enquiries for children received
by the Bronch prior to 31st July 1950 ond

_checking by the punch—esrd mnchine system’
o0ll enguiries that were received prior to
318t December 1949, -

"The Director-General considere that, en ligui-
dation in sccerdence with this plen, Child Sesrch
will have accomplished ite msin objective of dis-
covering ond registering children who sre preesumed
to be non-Gernign, will have ascictcd in the eatige
factoery scluticn of these cases za far ss sllocated
funde permit (by ettempting to ectoblish their
naticnslity snd ifdentity =nd to troce their relatives)
snd will h:ve peceed on to the Child welfare services
of the Orgenissticn the ceses whose non=German origin
will hove been established snd whose eligibility under
the I.R.0. mondate is reasonadbly certain.”

It should be noted here thet, slthcuzh st this time the
I.R.C,, 86 2n ¢org=niestion, hod been exterded until 31et MHarch
1951, the possibility thot conelderation ehould be given to
the allctment of the comparstively smsll sum rejuired to
complete the Child Ce:rch progromne, vwee not even mentioned.
This meant, in effect, thot slthough moet eligible children
would huve boen rexgietercd, trecing scrvice to identify them
snd locate relotivee would net have been parformed. Vhet,
in fact, would heoppen would be thut the children would
remnin in Germsny ond for their whele livee be ignocrsnt of
their iderntity snd bsckground,

The report, howevecr, ¢id moke it ~uite clesr that the
remoinder of the funde ollccstad by the General Council in
1948 for the Child Senrch opereticn should be used in such
a msnner os to conclude er much as poeslble ¢f the programme,
without exceeding thoce funds.

The whole questicn ¢f Child Search was discussed ot
the Executive Committee meeting. However, at the Genersl
Council meeting in Harch, whea the activitles ¢f the Inter-

naticnel







ey
i 'f

i i b

nzticonal Tracing Service were brought up for review, neo
menticon whatscever w'a mnde of Child lesreh = an intesral
. part of the Iaternstionsl Trucing Service with specifioc
funds clloted for ite work. After discuscion, a
Reeolution, No. GC/151/Rev. 3, wes poseed, instructing
the Director-Genaral:

"To muke provision inm the Plin of Expenditure
for the Supplementory Pericd of the I.H.O. of tha
necessary funde for ths noeintenance st Arolsen >
eiter 1st July 1950 of a reduced I.R.0, euper-
vieory staff; provided th=t =uch provisions ghsall
not axceed the emount of the esvinge which he con
moke in the sum szllocated in the Plan of Expenditure
for 1943/50 for the I.%.S., including Child Seerch.”

Thie Resolutlion wsg interpreted to mean that the funds
previcusly specificslly alloosted for Child Segrch by the
Genersl Council, should now be uced for ‘the general sctivities’
of the Internaticnsl Tracing Service - althocugh the matter
hnod never been brought before the Gensral Council in this
1ight¢

The Director-Genersl on 218t March 1950 iesued the
following instructione to the Director of the International
Trecipg Service 3
; "This ie to inform youn thst the queeticn of the ;

present position nnd the future ¢f the International i

Tracing Service wee exsmined by the Executive e

- Committee during ite Seventh Seseion, end the Geperal ..

Council during ite Pifth Seesion, bheld in Geneve 4

during March 1959.

"On the buzis of the repert submitted by the
Exeoutive Commititee v the Genersl Council, Resolution
Ko. GC/151/Rev. 3 wac adopted,

"In crder to implcment the zbove mentioned
reeolution I have decided thst, as 3 result of cur
. discucsions:

(i) Child &esrch Brench will cease to regieter
- children 22 from 18t April 1950, but will .
i contivue up to 31st August 1950 the work of
i11dantifying =2nd decumenting the children
elready found. &Etarting 18t September 1950,
.the normel period of one month's liquidation :
will be csrried cut by a reduced steff. Thie i
1fquidgtion entaile thc remecvel of the Child
Senrch srchivees to the I.T.5. Hendnuarters at
Arolsen, suitzbly erranged for integration
therein, Provision will be mode st thie time
for the minimum nuaber of internationsl employees,
gay two, to be sttasched to I.T.5. Hendquartere
for the handling ¢f incomirng enquiries or corre=
spondence resulting from previcus aotivities.

P ——

The funds thus mode avmilable by the limitaticn
of Child Zecrch sectivitics will be tronsferred
to the gencrol budget of the Intsrnaticnsl
Trecing Service.”

. The effect of this order wae to stop short, st ten
days nozica, all i'teld work on the Limited Registrstion Plan.

It hod
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It hed been axpected that thiz Ficld work would hrove bacn
completad within 2 furth-r thrze cr four mtnths., It should
nlzo be ncted that the Pleld =taff were now engaged on

thet phoee ¢f the Limited Registraticon Plan from which

the moeot reeulte were =atioizated, that ie, the invesiigotion
of children livinz in foster homes or who had been adopted
durinog the war yesrs. !

The Genersl Council maeting wos attended by an obeserver
from the Secretsriast of the United Nations, who put the
following quastions to the Intearnetional Refuiee Orgonisations

"Does the I.L.0, consider thot the 'Child Search

proegraama' L3 no lenger needed, and if it is still
needed - )

1. ¥hot oumbers of such children hrve been found, and
what diegessl made of thed during the lest twelve
months?

2. Vhet provieion exists in the ccuntries concerned
for the poesibility of continuioyg this mervice
throupgh locsl reesourcea?”

The Organisation's reply, made on the 24th Merch, was
bazed mainly on the report of tne Dirsctor-Ganeral to the
Exacutive Committee in February (eee Page 32), Conceraing
the future possibilitiae of the Child Sesroh programne,
the answer glven wes in psrt as follows:

. "Thnt epguiriez will ccntinue to be received
for probably zome years t0 come ie repeocsnably certsin,
though figuree for 1950 shew 8 noticeasble reduction
- in new enguiries -~ many being only re-enguiries. E

nAt the Seventh Seseion of tha Executive Committee
end tke Fifth Seeeicon ¢f the Genersl Council, the
quecstion ¢f the Child Search prcgremme was ooneldercd -
in relation to the Child VWelfere programme cf I.R.0.
erd the oversll nesd for winding up all of the 1.R.0.
-, sotivities &t tha eerliest poszible dete.

"o this end, the Directeor-General hae decided
that, ae from April 1st 1950, nc new regletrations
of children ehsall be mede by Child Seesrxrch, thouzh
the work of identifyingz snd documenting the children
plrezdy found chsll continue up to Jist augacst 1950.
After thaot dnte, the Child Sesrch Branch will be
1i~uidoted; the erchivesz transferred acd integrated

. 4into the mxin files a8t I.T.S. Hendquarters, ond
provision made for & emall intcrnationsl stoff to
handle incoming enquiries or correspondence resulting
£rom previcu: ectivities.

nila cenrot, at thi= time, stote which Veluntary
Agenciee, National Treeing Buresux and Goverpment
Dapnrtmente ore, io Furope, equipped and prepared to
continue Child Search. To ancwer thie question
would neceepeitete a detsiled enquiry which I.R.0. 18
not in o poeition tc undertake.”

This reply indicsted that the lccating ¢f unnccompanied
children woes contingont on the winding up of the I.R.0. and
the gapecity of Child Welfare to handle additional casas.

This,
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This, in spite of the fact thut, in hie Jctober re
the Director-Genersl h-d stated that :

"The ccntinuntion of the Child &earch pr
gremng is not necessarlly degcndent on the co
tinuation of the I.R.0. Core and laintcnance
programme and even of the I.R.,0. HRepatriation
programme, and that the preeent Child Sesrch
programme could, if so deeired, continue with
cortain handicope until 1t is completed, abou
the middle of 1950, even thcugh the Care and
siointennance programme waes not continued after
30th June 1950,"

The new statemant wese s complete reverezl of the €

frrryrerrrrTy

7t

port,

D=
Qe

t

arlier

one — Child Search wasz to cesse gnd Child Welfsre to

continue,

It should aleo be noted that, slthouzh the Ge
Council meeting in October (see Page 27) hsd given

nerel
inetruo-

tions for negotiations to be andertoken with Governments or

internstionsl or intersovernmentsl bodiee, the rep
Ehe United llations implied that no cuch eteps had
oken,

Alnost simultaoreously with the sbtrupt closure
Child Search setivities, notice wes received from
Tripartite Committee on Displaced Persons of the B
French ond U.S,. High Commiscicners tost they looke
favourably upon tha utilissticn of the 1950 German

" lotion Census for locoting unaccompanied Allied ch

in Germany srd tnst they hnd referred this matter
approval to the Director of ¢the Allied Central Sta

; Qffice, 1t ie ironicsl thet thls sction ghould hs

token at the egme time as that when tkhe delegates

three Occupying Powers at the Genersl Council mect
the Intermstionsl Refugee Organisation made no att
enable the prograszme of Child Search to be complet

As ctated earlier in this report, the plnonin
cf the Child Search Brench hed originslly consider

1y to
been

of the
the 7
ritieh,
d

YO pu-
ildren
for
tistical
ve been
of the
ing of
erpt to
ed.

g ataff
ed that

no overall coverage c¢f the problem ¢f the missing children

and the unaccomgenied children could be mnde excep
meane of o genernl regictration of all children in
Neverthelegs, ths Limited Registration Plen, which
largely on the cocpersntion of the German authcriti
{te succees, was deemed by thne Occupying Pewers to
only ferccible plon., In actusl practice, 4t wse fo
the German Adminietration reports were snything dbu
Thieg L= begt illustrated by the fsct thot from the

~who were locnted in Germany by individual tracing

during the pericd 1st Janusry to 3J1et Aumst 1950,

t by
Gexaany.
depended

ee for
be the

und tknt

t accurate,
children

sction
snd who

shoculd have been coverzd by the Limited Registrntion Plan,

% were not reported by the German Adminlstration
thie percentoge, 75% fall intc the cetegory of ohl

- Germnon foeter homes and adopted children, the grou

investigations were broken off so sbruptly con the
as previcusly mentioned in thig report. To overce
insccurats reporting, which wos fores2en, e system
wae eet up to chcek on the informsticon received fLr
{netitutions, ycuth officaes and sdopticon ccurts.
wae set up of children pravicusly known to the Bra

» 0Of

ldren in

p for with
318t liaroh,
me this

of control
om the

An index
nch as

hoving
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having been leocsted in Germesny. It woo then thought to
check the nomes of the children reported vy the Germon
Adninistreticn asgsinst this index and carry out egeeciasl
investigationas of troece German officese which fmiled to
report theee children. Unfcrtunstely, owing to the
hasty elosure of cur operntion, & thorousa exsminaticon

of the raperting of the defsulting Germon officee has
nct been pogeible,

Some of the outstanding Limited Regletretion Plsn
inveetigatione left uanfinished by the Field offices have
been carriecd cut by correscondence from the Bronch Head-
quarterc office, Neverthslces, at the end of Augd,
there atill remeined 13,517 unfinished investigations
which could nct be clesrsd through correegonderce sction.
How meny thouesnde of theee sre Allied or other non-
German children cennot be establiched unless Field
inveetigotione are reactivated, Theee unfinished Fleld

invectizoticons £all into the following cotegcries: ’
Gerzany German Chilx., Childr, Childr. Germsn
Zone= of Land who hove in .- in Land Zone

Qocupation (State) been Foster Insti- 9Totals Totalse
adoptzd Homee tutions ;

Britigsh Schleswig- 65 gg92 104 1161
ilioletein .
Niesder- 144 1474 141 1759
ggacheen
Northrhine 117 946 124 1187
westphalis :
City of 48 126 ; 5 179
Homburg ; . 1
Berlin Al 5020 F 280 ¢ 1294 1504 5880
UK Sector _ :
Prench . South e T ¢ TR 327
waaasd Baden
Wilrttemberg- ;i 175 123 205
" Hohenzollern : ,
Rhinelond 22 180 272 474
falz
Berlin 150 355 1088 1473 2579
' PFr, Sector
U.S. Bavaris 138 1011 549 1698
' Wirttemberg- 49 384 50 483
Boaden : S
Hessa 45 542 - 185 772
Bremen 9 ., B0 - 89
Berlin 48 559 1409 2016 5058

TOTAL 3 . 769 7318 5430 13517 13517

The German Red Cross = whe have gooperated in the inves-
tigation of unaccompanied children in Germony = immedintely
ugen receiving notice of the clesure of our Fleld office,
offered their scrvices for the continuation ¢f the progromme.
They were prepated tc continue the woerk (1f given finsncisl
aselutanceﬁ under the supervieion c¢f the Internaticnal
Refugee Organisstion. Thie proposal, which was referred %o:

the Hlndquartiru
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FTYIYYTTYYYT]
F 188 |
=215 = bhaiacilinil

the Lie:dounrters of the Internsticnol Refugee Orgsniestion
in Gansvs wae, hewever, never scted upon.

During the menths of Agril and May, the varioue Field
offices in the three ¥Wecstern Zonez of Germany ond the City
of Derlin were clesed in scecrdsnce with inetructicns. The
reriod April to Aunust 1950 hoe besn fillaed by the integra=
tion cf the Fleld office reccrdes inte those held by the
Hesdquarters cffice, snd by continuinzg, by correspondence
enly, the work of identifying, documenting and tracing
relatives of childrcan provioucely located.

Age has elsewhere becn noted in this report, it teck
eevernl yesrs for the Orzonisation finally te repliee that
the problem ©f Child Sesrch could only be resclved through
g centraliced Hesdquorters. Yet, sc socon ss successful
recults were really beccming apparent = esoh year snw an
incrense 1n the number of coeses solved = o decision wae
made to cesee Child Sesrch sctivities. The suddien liqui-
dation of Child Seexrch will lesve msny parsnts and releo-
tives withecut news of thelr loet children. Below is e
gtntietical tsble of results obtsined in the four yesrs
1945 to 1949 se compsred with the resulte obtained in the
firet eight monthe of 19501 '

Monthly
= Average

Enquiriea received from 1 llay 1945 to 31 Deo,1949 ¢
i = 22 .314 '393

Enquiries received from 1 Jan.1949 to 31 Deo.1949

= 5,277 439
Enquiries received from 1 Jan,1950 to 31 Aug.1950 ‘
- 246 31

%

Enquiries solved from 1 May 1945 to 31 Deo.194S
= 3,359 60

Enquiries solved from 1 Jen.1949 to 31 Dec.1949
. - 1,624 135

Enquiries solved from 1 Jan.1950 to 31 Deo.1950
= 1,281 160

Again, much publicity through newspspere and radio wos
given to Child Seasrch. activities during this year., hcowever,
all this publicity = the recsolution of the Voluntary Agesncies
in January 1949, the rescluticn ¢f the I.8.0. Goneral Council
in July 1949, the report of the Director-General of tha I.R.0.
of October 1943, the reperts furnicshed by request to the
offices of the Britich, French and U.S., High Commiecionsrs

"in January 1950 did net prevent on abrupt liquidation cf the

programme of leceting ucsccompanied Allied children. The
report furnished by the Internationnl Refugee Orgonisaticon
to the Secreturiat of the United Natlone in Larch 1950 glseo
produced ne visible rescilon in the United Nations,

On the 15th Auguct 1950, 1t wus deemed thot the time

officez, Voluntory Agcnclee, and indlviduale who hgd co-
operated with the Child Sewrch Branch during the leoet few
years, thot the lest phaee of the liquidation wae therefore

girculated 1

mig you were previcuely nctified by the Direotor
of the Internsticnal Traoocing Service in his letter
dated March 28th, 1950, the programme of the Child

Search
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Search Branch was pertially cut on April 1st. Since
April the werk of identifying, documenting and

; trueing ¢f unaccomponied children hos been performed
by the Dranch EHepdquartere in Escslianzen, Germany.
The lagt phaoee of the liquidation of the progrerme
ie new imminent. :

"The precent Bronch Hesdquorters office will
cense to exlst in Eeslingen as from 15th September,
Subgesuently sll recorde will be.troneferred to
the Internationnl Tracing Service Headguartere in
Aroleen, Geérmany. Here 8 emall ataff will continue
to give limited services. These will be as followst

(a) Checkinz enquiries for mieeing children egainat
the reccords held snd rotifying the enquirers of
. the results cbtained.

(b) Forwsrding to the eppropriste quortere the
inceming correcspondence resulting from ection
{nitisted pricr to August 3iet 9950,

(o) Answerinz any enquiriee (legal, srcinl ond medical,
ete. ). which may be received in respect of childrea
2hia _ whoee ceses are held by the I.T.S.

P : (a) servicing the I.R.v, Child Velfore cffices in

Z : connection with the identifying snd docwaenting

of children snd in tracing for relatives.

"ps you will ncte, the services to be undertasken
are limited in comporisen with thoee at present belng
siven, We will, neverthelese, continue o de all
that is within our power to be of assistance to you."

{_ _ Attnchmentz

. Appendix I t Statictics on iissing Children
Appandix II s Statistice on Unscccuparied ILocsted Children.
L Appendix III & IList of IRO Internstional Steff lembers.

Remnrks @

The Child Senroh Branch on 31et August 1950 heolds 33.6B4
individual children's once files, of which 23,183 are
closed and 10,495 etill sctive., The active cases ara

sbout evenly divid:d between osass of missing children

for whom individusl tracing acticn is still necesesry ond
ehildren who have bean leczted ard foT whom the procurement
of docunent-ticn to prove identity and the treoing cof

b relatives ore etill cutetanding. Unfortunntely, due to

; droetic staf? cute, it has nct baen possible to prepare an

! enslysis of individusl cace files for lssusnoae at this time.
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