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HISTORY OF THY I.T.S. CHILD TRACING BRANCH

ERRECTION OF THE CHILD TRACING BRAKCH

In compliance with instructions cof the Director-
Genersl of the Intern=ticnal Refugee Orgenization, with
letter dated 21. March 1950 the Child Search Brsnch in
Eselingen wae closed down on 30.September, 1950. All
files ond archives were remcved to the International
Tracing Service Heedquarters, Arolsen, where a new :
Child Trecing Brench wee establiehed on 1. October 1950,

The mandate of the Child Trascing Branch wae the

following:
; 8. Checking of incoming enquiries for mieeing
( ; ; children againet the recorde held by the

.I.7.8. and notifying the enquirers of the
el . results obteined.

b, Forwerding the incoming correspondence result-
ing from sction initiated prior to 31. Auguet,
1950, to the appropriste quarters.

r Replying to ennuiries (legsl, eocisl, medioal
etc.,) which may be received in connection with
ahildren whoee csces sre held by the I.T.S.

d, Servicing the IR0 Child Welfsre officee res-
pecting identification and documenteticn of
ochildren, and in tracing for relatives.

~ Althcugh these gervices were limited in compariscn

to the Child Search msndete, a grest smount of correspon-
dence within snd cutside of Germany wee ivolved, and there=
fore a qualified staff was required. Twelve indigenous
employees were selected in EFeellnzen and trsneferred to

( the I.T.S. Hye. Arclsen. Additiconsl gtaff woe recruited
locolly. Apart from the routine werk, the Child Trocing

¥ .o Brench hed to complete the work which wee unfinished on
30, September, 1350, Thls work involved the following
sotione: :

e. ' Sorting snd oleesifying, and soriing by hand
the Christisn Name Index consisting of 260,000

cards. :
'b. Checking of 23,000 Children Birth-Certificstes. :
o. Evslustion by asnd of 18,000 meetings of cards A

gorted out by 1Bl System.

d. Completicn of the proceesing of 13,000 question-
nsiree (L.R.P. Returne).

.8, Receiving, evaluating end proceseing further re-
plice from the German Adminietration concerning
unaccompanied children.

f. Teking immediate acticn on 1,000 cases backlog
reculting from the closure of the Child Sesrch
Brench, end the move of its archives to the ITS Hgs.

On
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On the 4th and 5th December, 1950 the Chief of
the Child Tracing Branch attended s conference at the
IR0 Hesdquasrtere, Geneva, regarding the completicn of
the programme in respect of unsccompenied children,

4t thies conference the Chief of the Child Trecing
Branch proposed that the filee ooncerning the children
declared ineligible by IR0, in view of their German or
Auegtrian origin, ehould be referred to the German Such-

dienst, Thie proposal met with the spprovel of the IR0
Hesdguarters.

It wae further eugzeeted that the coases on found=-
ings i.e. nameless children, shculd be tronsferred to
the German Suchdienst, with the request to refer back
to IR0 oll cacee of children who, after further inves-
tigation, should be found to be non-German’'and there-
fore eligivle for IR0 services. This propoeal aleo
met with the agrecement of the IR0 Headguarters.

Ae 8 result of this conference sn agreement was
reached between the Director of the Internaticnal
Tracing Service and tne Chief of the Children Seotion
of the German Suchdienst, Hamburg, on 28. February, 1951,
concerning the transfer of the sbove menticned cases to the
Germen Suchdienst.

The Germsn Suchdienet requected the I.T.S., who is
the custodisn of the German Authorities Returns (L.R.P.)
to sceist them in bringing their Index in order. The
Suchdienet ie sending information concerning German
children under the guardianship of the "Jugendaemter" to
the I.7.5., requesting the completion of the information
required. '

Meanwhile negotistione heve teken place between the
Direotor of the International Trecing Service end the
'Allied High Commiesion for Germany, for the latter to.
teke over the I.T.S.

It wee known that the Allied High Commission would
accept the tekeover of the I.T.S. if certain sctivities
. were limited, snd therefore a drastic reduction in staff

- took plece on 31. larch, 1951.

e S it it e e i

CHILD TRACING UNDER ALLIED HIGH COMMISSION
FOR GERIANY!

On 1st April, 1951, the date of -the takeover of the
International Tracing Service by the Allied High Commission
for Germsny, the Child Tracing Bronch was recrgesnized into
" @ section snd coneolidsted with the Trsoing Branch.

The Child Tracing Section had the following funotionwi

a. To receive incoming enquiriee for miceing
children, check these sgeinet reocrde in
posseesion of the I.T.S. snd inform the
enquirer of the resulte obtained,

b
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b. To receive incoming enjuiries for miecing
relatives, tc be checked sgeinet the reccorde
in poeeesaion of the I.T.S. snd inform the
enquirer of the resulte cbtained.

The Allied liigh Commieeion for Germany agrced to
work in cose co-operation with the IR0 Child Welfere
{1.,e., to tracemit to IR0 sll availasble informstion which
ie held, or may be received by the 1.T.S. concerning
unaccompenied children, or their relatives, but refused
to follow up any tracing clues.

DISPOSITION OF FILES 3

Ae from 1. April, 1951, the Child Tracing Secticn
woe engaged in the final dliepositicon of casce regarding
unaccompanied children, se & very lorge number of the
cosee held by the I.2.S., were combined trscing and wel-
fere cases, OConcerning this disposition the I.T.S.
undertook negotisticns with the IR0 Headquarters, and
on 3. September, 1951 the following pgreement wae reached:

1. Active Caees:

Active ceces of IRO eligible children still in
Germany should be sent to the Child velfare Office in
the Zone of origin, or present reeidence of the ochild. .

2., (Closed Csees 1 il

a. Repatristion cssee ehould be destroyed, in
accordsnce with Sec. 3 (1) of the IR0 Depart-
mental Instruction No. 9. -

b.. Resettlement ceses, where governments of re-
gettlement countriee have requested the decu-
mente, will be forwarded through the IRO
Wiszeion, or direct if no IR0 Misslon exiatse,
to the designated agency or governmental office.

The following governments have requested the children's
documaente ¢

Auatrslis, Csnadas, Isrsel, Sweden, snd New Zesland.

Opses of children who hsve been resettled to countries
where the governments have ncl yet requeeted the documente?
these should be kept pending further instruotions.

6. Iocal settlement caces l.¢. Cases concerning child=
ren who hove been resettled in Germany, will be re=
tained until further instructions are given.
Nezotiaticne in this connecticn are tsking place
between the Internaticnsl Trecing Service and the
International Social Service.

d. Caces outside the IRO mendate snd incomplete cacsess
These csees include infermation on non=German childe-
ren who h-ve been found to be cutseide the mandate
of IEQ ond such children for whom a decision could
npct be tsken, due to {neufficient informstion aevail-
able for the determination of IRO eligibility.

Thece cases remain pending further inatructions.
Fegotiations between IR0, ITS, snd ISS are et present
taking plsce as to the dieposition of these files.

Regerdless
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Regardlecs of the decision reached, a nominal
| roll of such cseze shculd be prepared in order that
| _toe UN High Commizsioner for Refugees be informed

cf sny sction decided upon,

€. Coses of overaged children should be combined with
ITS Adult Trecing osees.

f. Cases on children who have been reunited with their

porente outeide of the country of origin should re-
main with the ITS,

WORK STILL ON HAND:

In addition to the routine work outlined under s.and b.
the following work has yet to be completed s

The clacseification and filing of replies received
| from the Jugendaemter, giving additicnel infcrma-
tion on B-II forms sent cut to the Amtegerichte,
queetionnairee on incomplete A~II Returns (769).
( : If time permite, & eimilsr action with the Jugend-
; Hmter should be undertaken on C=I forms {5430%.
: To record on the Children Index Card the dieposi-
N tion of »1l files eent out, in esccordasnae with
- °  different sgreements resched, to German Such=-
diengt, IR0 Welfare eto,

When this work hos been completed, s re-check of the
= Children Index esgainst the Msstar Index should be made in
order to be sure that all cards concerning children have

their copy in the Haster Index.  Thereafter the Children

Index can be destroyed. -

2 APPENDICES
f -~
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ftantictice on Unnccompenizd Joconted Children
Combined UNARA, IR0 end ALLI:D iIGH COMMISSION
' for GEHMANY

CiiI11DREN RELATIVES
. LOCATZD 1OC0ATED

e —

NATIONALIT FTD? 1945 Fro? 1945
=umed o 0

Clepapmtd) 30. 8.1951 30.8.1951

Albnnian 1 "

Albonian Jew 2 -

Algerlan 4 1

American US 148 62

American Jew i

Argentinien 1 1
Armenian : 4 9 -

Augtrion 163 a8

Auestrion Jew 47 =

Belgian : 145 53

Belgien Jew . 4 =

, Brszillan 6 5
G ' el BELElEH %7 g
British Jew 1 e

£ Bulzsrian 1 4
> Bulgorisn Jew 3 i
Bylorussian _ 17 6
Bylorussisn Jew 1 -

Cegnadien 5 !

Chilisn 3 1

Chineege 1 ik

Columbisn 2 2

Coetsricen 2 4

Czach 850 337

Czech Jew 610 il

Danish 2% 7

Dutsh 229 94

Dutch dJew 6 =

X¥etonisn 217 69

( Firrish 10 7
' French 338 130
French Jew 18 2

o German 988 397
German Jew 269 -~

Greek 41 1M1

Greek Jew 2 ]
Gusterislisn 1

Hunzarian 267 310

Hungarien Jew 1623 -

Irieh 1 -

Italien ’ 84 24

Ttalian Jew . 14 " =

Latvien 455 213

Lotvian Jew: 19 -

Lithuanian 377 150

Lithuenicn Jew g9 -

Luxerburg 16 4

Mexican 4 w

Norwe:ien 735 35

Polich 5341 2824

Polieh Jewm 4712 3

Carried 17341 4855

Forwerd
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CHILDREN RELATIVES

LOCGT:D LOJ&:ED
RATIOWALITY -
(Presumed) From 1945 From 1945

to to
20.8.1951 30.8.1951
Brought :
Forward 17341 4855
Polish 2.G, o0

Portuzeee ' 1 .
Roumanisn 96 €8
Roumaniono Jew 441 =
Roumanisn E.G. . 4 -

Rusczian 307 &8

Ruseian Jew 76 1

Kusslan E.G, 5 -

Spanieh 1 3

Swedlsh B 2

Swies 13 7

Turkich 1 i

( Ukrainisn o0 143
S Ukrainian Jew : 9 -
R Ukrainien E.G, 7 -
T Venezuelisan _ ] —
Yugeglav 584 250
Yugeslav Jew. 30 -

Yuzcelav E.G. 234 2
Stateleess 123% 64

e Stotelees Jew 173 1
Undetermined %5022 722

% Undetermined Jew 71 1
Toteal 23225 6188

I N I Y O N T O NI TN O R N T .
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Combined UNRRA, IR0 and ALLIED HIGH COMMISSION f£.Germoeny

NATIONALITY
( Presumed)

EUIQUIRIES RECEIVED

From 1945

Chiidren

Balance

rom 1945

B —

=i

w
v

IS EEEE I E TR T E T I I R I T I Y I E AT NS ST RS A EEEEEE :

20,.,8,1951 30.8.1951
Albanisn 4 - 4 o
Alzerian 1 - 1 9
Americsn US 26 - 26 12
Armenisn 1 - 4 -
Austrisn 20 > 17 g,
Austricn Jew - - - i
Belgion 41 "5 36 £
-Belglan Jew - - - P
Brezilian 1 "' 1 =
British 5 - 5 1
Byloruesian 17 - 17 -
Canadian 4 - 4 -
Czech 467 27 440 144
Czech Jew 5 - 5 4
Denicsh T -- 7 3
Dutch 99 7 92 19
Duteh Jew - - - 2
Estonian 31 | 30 24
French L 4
Frerch Jew 15i Z ‘Z 26 :
German 265 T 258 70
Germen Jew 1 % 1 7
"t Greek 16 . - 16 1
"1 Greek Jew 2 - 2 -
Guotemalian 2 - 2 1
Hungarisn 190 5 185 32
Hungarisn Jew - - - 18
1 Itallsn 592 82 510 25
t - Itelien Jew 1 - 1 4 -
Latvian 118 3 115 76 -
Latvisn Jew - - - =
Lithusnisn 268 - 268 47
Littuonien Jew 2 - 2 8
Luxembourg 4 - 4 4
Norweginn 140 ~ 140 59
Folieh 15643 6 15267 3938
Polieh Jew 13 - 13 42
Houmanisan 79 - 79 18
Ruseign 231 2 229 26
Spanieh 6 1 S 3
Ukrainisn 8o 2 B4 20
Yugeelav 755 >4 721 120
Yugoslav E.G, 4 - 4 1
Stoteleee 78 1 77 12
Undetermined 3380 203 3177 424
Undetermined Jew - - - 1
TOTAL 22739 19975 5226

T 1 ——
ERGUIRIES

SOLVED
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