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Tracing Activities by

Experienced Organizations
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Experienced relief organizations also took part in the search,

such as the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (AJDC ) ,

which had been founded in 1914 in the context of World War I.

It had tracing offices all over Europe for clarifying the fates

of missing persons and survivors of the Holocaust.

Many of its employees had been persecuted by the Nazis themselve

Searching for documents with information about Nazi crimes

was another important activity which the organization carried out.

Many documents from the AJDC later went to the ITS

and are now preserved in the Arolsen Archives.
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Thomas Buergenthal

* 1934

After the liberation , Gerda Buergenthal searched for her son.

She also asked an AJDC tracing office for help.

Thomas Buergenthal was born in Czechoslovakia in 1934,

one year after his parents had fled from Germany.

The family went to Poland in 1939 where the Germans arrested them.

They were then deported from the Kielce ghetto to Auschwitz.

The family was separated . In 1945 , the father died in Buchenwald

In December 1946 , mother and son were reunited.

At the end of 1951 they emigrated together to the USA,

where Thomas Buergenthal studied law and became a judge.
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