Early Tracing and Documenting

B acing Activities by

Experienced Organizations

Experienced relief organizations also took part in the

such as the American Jewish Joint Distribution Comm

which had been founded in 1914 in the context of Wo

It had tracing offices all over Europe for clarifying the

of missing persons and survivors of the Holocaust.

Many of its employees had been persecuted by the Nazis themselve
Searching for documents with information about Nazi crimes

was another important activity which the organization carried out.
Many documents from the AJDC later went to the ITS

and are now preserved in the Arolsen Archives.
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Inquiry Form for Thomas Buergenthal, AJDC Office
in Belsen, August 4, 1946

Thinking she had seen missing son Thomas in a
newspaper p Gerda Buergenthal, who lived in
Gotting search for him. One of
her inguiries hw AJDC tracing office near
the for Bergen B[,‘-I:"un concentration camp.
She had last seer son inJanuary 1945,
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AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
MF/B 194, PICCADILLY, Uet. 23,1946.

LONDON, W.l.
ENGLAND 0137158

T A.J.D.C.BELSEN.
FROMs A.J.D.C.LONDCON.
HE: YOUR LETTER 1.10.1946 HE TOMMY BURGENTHAL.

With furthar ref-a;_-nce to your letter ms abovs, we havas to-dg
recaived tha following report from Warsaw Office inmply
to ths oabla mant st your ragusati-

"We beg to notify you, that tha Mansger of the
Orphanage in Otwok wrote uas, that Tommy Burgsnthal
was Informed by cable of the loeatipn of hie
mother Just before receipt of the J D.C.Iattar .
Tommy Burgenthal lives in this Children's Home
Sinee 7.11.1945.

He wao 1n a camp in Sachesanhausen; after the 14-
beration he was taken by the lst Divisdion of the
Follsh Army a8 o regiment's child and was brought
by a soldisr to ae. He wont through many hardships.
‘Tn:nuv is & nice, pleagant, good and brave Loy

and is wery likesd by his teachers and dollagues,
Simyl tansously his uncle from the USA takss an
interdst in Temmy. To his mother and unclae,
Toommy will writse himself.®

Faithfully yours,

Tommy's parents appear to be
loonted at 5& Search Bureap,
Gottingen. H.8.0.H.

r - b

Margot Pelz,
A.J.D.C.LOMDOM.

Letter from the London AJDC Office to the AJDC
Office in Belsen, October 23, 1946

Nearly two months later, the London tracing office

of the AJDC confirmed Thomas Buergenthal was alive.
s freed from Sachsenhausen concentration camp
nd of the war. A Polish soldier eventually

took him to an orphanage in Otwock, Poland, w

er was looking for him.

t his mot

he learnt th
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Transport List of Jews Deported from Gestapo
District |, September 5, 1942

The Gestapo documents found by the AJDC in the
Berlin Finance Department included transport lists
like the one shown here. They reveal the names of
Jewish men and women from Berlin who were
deported to Theresienstadt, Riga and “the East.”
Most transports went to Auschwitz.
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The Network of AJDC Tracing Offices and Cooperating
Partners, circa 1948

This
highlighted here
for missing p

the AJDC office in Berlin
the worldwide search
ments conducted by a
single estal on like the AIDC.
However, this work was not fully coordinated: the
individual AJDC offices used varying approaches

to carry out thei arch activities.
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Sehr geshrte Farren,

®le Thasn Tekannt sain &0rfie, war ea une mfglich in Aan Tesltsz
der vor Aer Gestapo selnerzeit asgelexten Fartsl fber Ale nus
wsrlin srfolgten Daportationsn won oahexm 1?5 AnC Judan Tu selan=
gan. Dadureh sind wir in die Lage versstxi, den “ransport sowls
¢en Tag fer Deportatiom vom Tast allen Rerliner Juden anzusehen.

Auweh von den TUsberlebenden dfssar Transporte, d.h. von Aen sus
Agr Meportation Turfekgekabrtan, haber wiv wolletépdize Tieten
worliegen. .

Fo lat une mber smo® beianut, Gass visle Julap sleh 1im anferar

Gemelnfen oiedercelasses hibea, Ue aueh Asrliber unte hist mu

nl.ni berftigen wir won slwtlichen Gemsloden Deutschlarda Tisten,
an

A en disjanigen FPersones ersishtiish sind, fis Aort zueeso-
& nd, und wir bitten Sie, urs solehes Tisten, welohe Tis za-
nausn Tarsonali die letztm Ansobrift vor der Pepartatiar umd

ala J.ltl\ga Ad enthalten mCesen, suzuscnden.

Aussaties bendtiger wir such elzna Liste simtiloher Aeminesii-
glisdar mit genauen sonalisn unt jetziger Adresse, Aush O
inzwischen ausgewandertsn Mitgliefer bitten wir nooh zu ve
kam.

Wir hoffer, dass ea Thaen mMglish 1st, ums reakt bale wolehe
Tistsn zuzusenen und mehen Thrar AlckNusserins entesssn.

Fochachtunmevoll
¥ LARRT LIRseary

Traelng Offleer

AITE Berlin

Sgechabteiluag
sty L

ARMY ADDRESS: APOTI2Ac. FPOSTMASTER NEW YORK, NV

Circular from Larry Lubetsky about Documentation
Efforts, Berlin, June 5, 1947

In 1948, the AJDC found Gestapo documents in the
Berlin Finance Department which proved the
deportation of Jews from Berlin. In this circular
addressed to Jewish communities in Germany,
Larry Lubetsky from the Berlin AJDC office asked
for support in the further documentation of

MNazi crimes.
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Thomas Buergenthal
* 1934

After the liberation, Gerda Buergenthal searched for he
She also asked an AJDC tracing office for help.
Thomas Buergenthal was born in Czechoslovakia in 193

one year after his parents had fled from Germany.

The family went to Poland in 1939 where the Germans arres them.
They were then deported from the Kielce ghetto to Auschwitz.
The family was separated. In 1945, the father died in Bu wald.

In December 1946, mother and son were reunited.
At the end of 1951 they emigrated together to the USA,

where Thomas Buergenthal studied law and became a ju




Thomas Buergenthal 45

Thomas and Gerda Buergenthal, Shortly before
Emigrating to the USA, Location Unknown, circa 1851

Thomas Buergenth yaumentad his family’s
persecution by the Mazis and the dramati
after 1945 in his autobiography A Lucky G

o

Thomas Buergentha : at the International Buergenthal Family, Czechoslovakia, cirea 1937
Court of Justice, The Hague, circa 2003

It was through the ITS that Buergenthal discovered
5 his father’s place of death died in January 1946
ider af the in Buchenwald congentration camp. For Busrgenthal
and the Arolsen Archives are a “memorial of my father
5 inthe USA. There are no others, not even a marked grz

in'a cemetery.”

Thomas Bus!
and
Inte

human right
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