Early Tracing and Documenting

The Founding of ‘the

Thtermational Tracin

Service  CLTS)

In 1947, UNRRA brought most of its work in Europe to
Tracing activities were taken over by its successor 4
the International Refugee Organization (IRO) based
To consolidate the search for missing persons evern |
the CTB became the International Tracing Service (l

It brought together the three Western zonal tracing b
This meant they were gradually dissolved in the
and most documents and employees were moved to A
The Soviet Union was not involved in the ITS, howe

because conflict with the Western powers was intens
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Article about the Future of the CTB in the UNRRA
Newsletter Team News, March 22, 1947
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In spring 1947, the future of the CTB was uncertain.

It was clear that UNRRA would stop running the
tracing service. But the search for and documentation
of missing persons was far from over. Therefore,
representatives of UNRRA met with the national

tracing bureaus to find a solution to the operation
of the tracing service.
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Resolution on the Founding of the ITS, Excerpt from an Overview of the Reorganization of
October 30, 1947 the ITS in Arolsen, November 6, 1947
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Press Release about an International Tracing
Conference at the ITS, August 31, 1949

In autumn 1949, delegates from various national
tracing bureaus met with representatives of the
occupying forces at the ITS in Arolsen, They
discussed methods of work as well as the future
cooperation between the ITS and the various national
tracing bureaus.

The Founding of the International Tracing Service {ITS)

Maurice Thudicum, First Director of the ITS,
Arolsen, circa 1951

Maurice Thudicum was the first director of the

newly founded ITS, after being involved in its
creation as a consultant. His prior leading position
within the Central Agency for Prisoners of War of the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

in Geneva qualified him for the new role
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Seating Plan for the International Tracing
Conference, Arolsen, September 1-3, 1949

The seating plan for the conference in autumn 1949
demonstrably reveals the international dimension
of the network in which the ITS operated. The
seating arrangement also reflects the special
position of the ITS as the central actor in the
tracing and documentation of victims of Nazi
persecution from the late 1940s onwards.
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