
58 Early Tracing and Documenting

The Founding of the

International Tracing

Service (ITS)

In 1947, UNRRA brought most of its work in Europe to an end.

Tracing activities were taken over by its successor at the UN,

the International Refugee Organization (IRO ) based in Geneva.

To consolidate the search for missing persons even more,

the CTB became the International Tracing Service (ITS ) in 1948.

It brought together the three Western zonal tracing bureaus.

This meant they were gradually dissolved in the following years,

and most documents and employees were moved to Arolsen.

The Soviet Union was not involved in the ITS, however,

because conflict with the Western powers was intensifying.
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