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‘'hy and Where

B Arolsen?

The Central Tracing Bureau (CTB), predecessor of the ITS

and the later Arolsen Archives, moved to Arolsen in early 1946.
There were various reasons for choosing this location.

Arolsen was in the geographic center of the four occupation zones,
S0 it could be easily reached by all parties of interest.
Furthermore, the city had hardly been damaged in the war,

so it had functioning telephone lines and intact buildings.

The ITS was initially spread across sites all over the city,
including the old school, both the Old and New Palace,

and the barracks previously occupied by the SS.

In 1952 the ITS moved into a main building on the GroBe Allee.
Because the ITS was considered to finish its work soon,

there were plans to later turn this building into a hotel.

But the temporary measure turned into a permanent solution.
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GroBe Allee

Grofle Allee

Former
“Prinz Eugen” barracks




1940s5/1850s

Before moving inta the former barracks in 1249,
the ITS and its predecessor, the Central Tracing
Bureau (CTB), were scattered across buildings
throughout Arclsen. But these premises were too
small for a constantly growing f of well over
1,000 employees and the document collections.

Former school building | GroBie Allee 24
011946 - 071947
Temporarily housed all CTB departments

Block E | former SS barracks
1945 - 1949
DPcamp for employees

New Palace | GroBe Allee 1-3

0611947 - ca. 1949

Tempaorarily hot i1l departments and
quarters for DP employeas

Old Palace | SchlofistraBe 27

1947 - 1949

Temporarily housed the administration and
executive office

Kurhaus | GroBe Allee 23
1947 - ca. 1949
Offices

Unter den Eichen 2

Autumn 1947 = ca. 19¢

Temporarily housed t ecutive office, cafeteria,
guesthouse, and employee quarters

District administrator residence | ParkstraBe 19
Autumn 1947 - ca. 195

Temporarily hous
section, photo workshop, employee quarters

cafeteria, staff management

Former S5 barracks
05/1949 - 10/1952
All ITS departments and quarters for DP employees

GroBe Allee 25

ca. 07/1952 - 10/1952

Infirmary for ITS employees, for some time housed
quarters for DP employees

Braunser Weg 8
1952
Offices

Main building | GroBe Allee 5-9

since 10/1952

Various departments of the ITS and the
Arolsen Archives

Town hall | GroBe Allee 26
since 1971
Arolsen Special Registry Office; only institution in
the world which issues death certificates for
concentration camp prisoners; has worked

losely with the ITS and today's Arolsen Archives,;
was established in 1949 and initially also located
in the former S5 barracks.

From the 1980s

From the late 1980s the ITS rented many offices

and storerooms in and around Arolsen. The

intensified search for documents led to an increase

in collections and staff, In this period, the ITS

received hundreds of thousands of inquiries from
former Nazi victims in Central and Eastern Europe
who needed proof for pension or compensation claims,

WetterburgerstraBe 4
1978 - 1980
Card indexing department

Haus am Park | JahnstraBe 7

01/1880 - 2019

Temporarily housed various archival departments,
general documents department, research room,
indexing department

Kurmittelhaus | GroBe Allee 3
03/1989 - 01/2007
Storage of 260,000 T/D files

Town hall, Marktplatz 2 | Mengeringhausen
07/1989 - 1993
Indexing department, mail room

Haus Liebach | Kirchplatz 2

10/1389 - 1996
Russian and Polish translators

Haus Kébberling | RathausstraBe 1
10/1988 - 2000
Wartime documents section

Haus Fiillgraf | KaulbachstraBe 4/6
121991 - 2010
Temporarily housed indexing department, mail room,

document acquisition office, central data processing unit

Former elementary school | GroBe Allee 24
04/1997 - 2009
Temporarily housed digitization department, general

documents department, staff from the wartime and postwar

documents section, Russian and Polish translators

Kurhaus | GroBe Allee 23
since 1999
Temporarily housed the indexing department,

Russian and Polish translators, research and education

department, library

Former “Prinz Eugen” barracks | HagenstraBe 25
January 2007 - March 2010
Storage of T/D files

Former department store | SchloBstraBe 10
since 2009

Digitization department, storage of T/D files,
exhibition space
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Map of the International Tracing Service (ITS) ITS Access Card for Isolde Matzner,
in the Former Barracks, 1949 Issued on September 1, 1949

The location of the ITS was often discussed in the ITS employees had to show identification whe
early days. Its previous premises were too small, entering the former barracks. This access card

so it moved into the former SS barracks in May 1949, allowed Isolde Matzner to enter and leave the area.
The 8S unit *Germania” had been housed there from An Arolsen resident, she worked for the ITS from
1935 to 1839, and from 1943 to 1 a 1949 to 1952.

of an SS leadership school and a Buchen

known as "Arthur.”
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Sites and Operational Areas of the United Nations
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA)
in Occupied Germany, May 8, 1946

After World War |1, the Allied powers divided
Germany into four occupation zones. UNRRA had
already been created in 1943 to care for Displaced
Persons (DPs): civilians from UN states, including
former concentration camp prisoners and forced
laborers, who were outside their countries of origin
when the war ended.

Employees Crossing the Former Exercise Yard on their
Way to Work, Arolsen, circa 1950

Some DP employees lived righ
former SS barracks. The canteen th
a function room for dances, bingo and games nights.

ITS Headquarters, Arolsen, 1952

ITS site
spicu

above

The entrance to the consolidated
the former staff building, with its cc

“International Tracing Service” sign
the main gate. Behind the gate was the
building where employees signed in.




Records Branch Employees next to Concentration
Camp Documents, Arolsen, circa 19560

Shortly before the ITS moved in, the former barracks
buildings were crudely renovated in April 1949, But
this too was an interim solution, and documents were
stored in a provisional way. In some places, it
actually rained inside the work and storage rooms.

Records Branch Employees next to Concentration
Camp Documents, Arolsen, circa 1950

The farmer barracks buildings had enough space for
storing and clearly arranging the documents on
shelves. This greatly reduced the time it took to
handle inquiries.
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Dedication of the New ITS Main Building on the
GroBe Allee, Arolsen, August 20, 1952

The ITS had to move out of the barracks in 1952,
where Belgian NATO soldiers were soon stationed.
A new building was erected in barely two months.
At the end of October 1952 the employees moved
into their new offices. The move from the former
barracks to the new main building was partially
carried out on bicycles

Dedication of the Building Shell with
International Guests, Arolsen, August 20, 1952

A cake shaped like the new building was made for the
dedication ceremaony, which was attended by many
international guests, including representatives of

the French and British High Commissions, the head
of the DP Branch of the Allied High Commission and
the German Federal Minister for Refugee Affairs.

ITS Main Building on the GroBe Allee,
Arolsen, circa 1960

Because the future of the TS was uncertain, the
building was designed in a way that it could easily
be turned into a hotel at a later time. But this
temporary measure ultimately became a permanent
solution. From the 1980s staff numbers rapidly
increased and the ITS once again moved into several
other buildings in Arolsen.
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Dedication Ceremony Speech by Hugh G. Elbot,
Chairman of the ITS Administration, August 20, 1952

Elbot
of democracy”

cated to

million

dead and the |

children, Jews and gentile
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