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The Last Hope:

Mass Tracing  1945 - 1950

Several steps were involved in tracing a person:

searching for information in the existing documents,

actively searching the sites of imprisonment and persecution,

and communicating with authorities and other tracing offices.

If this did not provide any clues about the person ’s fate,

the CTB - and the later ITS - would initiate a mass tracing.

Employees compiled lists of persons who were missing,

which were published in newspapers or broadcast on the radio.

Tracing lists were also circulated in Displaced Persons camps

in the hope of finding clues about the location of the missing.
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Audio Station

Excerpts

This is the third broadcast made on behalf of 45

allied children , who have been Nazi captives and
have no homes . 55

“ / call Katz , Salma Katz , who may be living in

London . I call her on behalf of her 16-year -old
cousin Hela Bergman , born in Poland , who was
separated from her family at the age of 12 and
made to work in an ammunition factory . Her
father , mother , sister and brother were sent to
Treblinka extermination camp.  ”

BSC Appeal for Relatives of Children who had
Survived the Camps , August 5,1946

The tracing lists were read out on the radio
worldwide , usually live. This is one of few
remaining recordings.
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