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From Tracing Missing Persons

to Administrative Act

In the 1950s information given by the ITS significantly changed.
As a part of West German compensation for Nazi victims,
lawyers , public authorities and courts wrote to Arolsen
to confirm or check hundreds of thousands of claims.

The ITS soon was their most important source of information
when it came to imprisonment and residence certificates.
By 1954 , inquiries concerning compensation proceedings
outnumbered tracing inquiries for missing children and adults.
Search efforts increasingly involved research in the ITS archive,
and providing information became an administrative act.
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Rosa Mettbach

1924 - 2004

Rosa Mettbach fought for Sinti and Roma rights after 1945.

In 1954 , the authorities contacted the ITS regarding her claim.

The Nazis had persecuted her as a “Gypsy .”

Rosa Mettbach was the only member of her large family to survive

multiple concentration camps , including Auschwitz and RavensbrLick.

After 1945 , her fight for compensation was initially fruitless.

The authorities rejected her claim on the basis that

she had been arrested for supposed “anti -social ” behavior,

and not for racist or political reasons.

Rosa Mettbach kept fighting for compensation

and was gradually able to assert her claims in the 1960s.
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Infographics

Incoming , Outgoing and Backlogs of Responses
to Humanitarian Inquiries

Over the decades , the ITS changed how it statistically
counted its casework . The display reveals important
developments , but the figures are not entirely consistent.
The workload reflects the large waves of compensation:
West German compensation in the 1950s and 1960s,
pension and compensation processes in Central and Eastern
Europe from the early 1990s , as well as the compensation
for forced laborers between 2001 and 2007.

The figures are taken from the official annual reports
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