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Searching for Clues:

New Questions from

Later Generations

What happened to my (grand )parents under the Nazis?

Does my mother have a grave ? Who were my biological parents?
These and similar questions still reach the Arolsen Archives  today.

Relatives of former Nazi victims from around the globe are curious,

as many survivors never spoke to their families about their fate,

or only talked about their experiences after they were quite old.
To answer these questions , research is conducted in the archive,

and today relatives also receive copies of any documents found.

In the case of missing persons , other offices are also contacted,

and to this day families are still being reunited.
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Video Station

Excerpts

fit / want to know about everything, ... I want to hold the

documents in my hands. 55

Rachel Scharf

tt / knew my father suffered because he never knew his biological

father , and I also knew that he had started research when

I was still a child.  55

Etienne Scharf

fit And today we are  so happy that we ’ve found him and were able

to achieve his goal in the end . Achieving the goal of his research

gave us a great feeling of joy and peace , inner peace.  55

Etienne Scharf

Rachel and Etienne Scharf Talk about
Researching their Family History, 2017

The ITS was able to confirm Anna Scharf ’s
imprisonment and close an open tracing case
at the same time : Emmanuel Scharf , Anna Scharf ’s
first son , unsuccessfully searched for his father his
whole life. An inquiry from his sister Rachel Scharf
got the search going again . Etienne Scharf , the son
of Emmanuel Scharf , was then able to complete the
search and meet his grandfather.
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Anna Scharf

1923 - 2017

When documents from the ITS provided important proof in 2016,
the Munich District Court lifted Anna Scharf ’s 1942 conviction.

Because she had had forbidden contact with prisoners of war,

the 19-year -old had been held in the Aichach women ’s prison.

After the war , Anna Scharf met Abraham Zalcberg,
a Polish Jew who had survived the atrocities of Auschwitz.

One year later they had a son , Emmanuel.

But the couple then separated , and Zalcberg emigrated to Israel.

Anna Scharf moved to France in 1949 and started a family.

She began telling her children about her imprisonment early on.
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