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and Organizing

One of the world’s largest collections of documents on Nazi crimes
was created in Arolsen from 1946 onwards to clarify fates.

Today the Arolsen Archives consist of over 30 million documents.
The accumulated collections of tracing services are special,

not only in scope but also in terms of content and structure. |

Nearly all documents in the archive relate to specific people,

to persecution at specific sites, but also to life after the war.

They include early investigative records of the ITS itself,

which document Nazi prisons and death marches, for example.

The archive was organized in its unique way in the early 1950s,
when the zonal tracing bureaus sent all their documents to Arolsen.

The core of the archive consists of large card indexes and files
which are arranged according to various topics and criteria.

Since the ITS continually acquired original and copied documents,
its collection grew rapidly, particularly from the 1980s.

But there was also a dark side to this development.

Since the late 1990s, the collections have been digitized

and measures have been taken to preserve the documents.
This was originally only done to speed up working with the files.
Today the aim is to preserve and provide widespread access

to this unique documentary heritage of the world.
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Early

Investigative Da@@ments

When the ITS was created in 1948, it had only a few documents.
Besides copies of lists of names and reference cards for tracing,
most of the documents in Arolsen were investigative records.
Since many Nazi crimes were documented poorly or not at all,
the ITS initially set out to find proof and evidence itself.

For example, in order to gather evidence of the death marches
endured by concentration camp prisoners at the end of the war,
the ITS questioned thousands of local offices and survivors,
researched grave sites and mapped the individual march routes.
Many victims of the death marches were identified in this way.
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UNRRA-Suchstelle Beunburg v."yld, den £2. Kipz 1047
Neunb - Wald
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1. Bind einer oder mehrere Gefangens Transporte
wahrend des uonates Niﬂrdurch Inre
Yemeinde gegangen?

Falls bejshend, zu welchom Zeitpunit? 21.4. = 22.4.45
(YVenn moglich, gonsues Datuu angeben ).

Aus welchor Richtung kau derselbe? Loger Flocseabirg

Ja

dus wiefiel Yefangenen bestand dieser Tranaport? cs Soo Mans
8ind Gefangene bein Durchgang Ihrer Gemeinds gesturban? J=
Falls bojaheud, wioviel? iox

¥Hnd Gefangene in der Nechbarschaft Threr Gemeinde
gestorben? Ja

Falls bejahend, wieviel? unbecunnt
Wo sind dione Gefangene beerdigt? KZ-Frissnof s Ustsusgung

Von wom aind dicselben begraben --Jrﬂon‘fb?h'frr.i?{'_‘”fl
(Wenn moglish, Angabe des Namens und mqﬂ!&]‘“"e' it

btuk.-HBalbini
Wer pflegt diese Graber? CGe@elnds Neukirchen-Hulbani
(Angabe des Naoens und und Anschrift desselben)?

Hat de Burgermeister die Perscualien der Oefangensn n. Askg
regiatriort, wolche im Lager, in dor Qemeinde oder
in dor Nachbarschaft gostorbon und bagraban wurdan aind?

Kann die Hichtung angeben wardan in wolcher sich
dor Tranaport begeben hat? Trunsport mards susgeldst

Iat dicser Tranaport su Fuss woitermarschiert oder
in Ihrer Gemoinde durch dio Bahn abtransportiert
wordonTAurlOsung #an Transportan,

Bind noch Augunseugoe in Ihror Uemeindo anwosond,
woloche Auskunft uber solcho Transpurte sussagon
konnen? Jja

Falls bejahond, ist Namo und Anschrift dersclbon
ansugoben?

a) Enemalige KE.Ler ALITeA
Gemeinde Keukirohes-Balb

b] Handler Jowei

(B :7’6"5‘1‘4'

BachbseThelter,

Recovering the Bodies of Death March Victims, Questionnaire for the Town of Neukirchen-Balbini
Neunburg vorm Wald, April 29, 1945 Regarding a Death March, March 22, 1947




Collecting and Organizing

ITS Map Showing the Death Marches from
Flossenbiirg Concentration Camp, March 2, 1950

Based on the investigative forms, large-scale maps
were produced of the march routes from individual
concentration camps. The death march from
Flossenbiirg to Neukirchen-Balbini is listed seventh
in the legend on this map. ITS employees used the
maps as tools for tracing and providing information,

Exhumation Register for Wetterfeld
Concentration Camp Cemetery, circa 1946

Exhumations were carried out along the routes of

death marches from Flossenbiirg concentration camp.
In cooperation with the town, an UNRRA team recorded
all information regarding the identity of those murdered.
The original prisoner numbers that had been

attached to the clothing of the deceased were

pasted into this register.
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C;Snl:vestlgat|ve Form for identifying a Murdered
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ITS en
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March in NI&LL-L;; :3 DIDDE*-!J!H.VICIII“-"- of the death
Ikirchen-Balbini.

Recovered in Plattenberg

Personal Handwritten Note,
November 1949

Concentration Camp Cemetery,

In November 1949, 140 caskets were opened
in a cemetery in Neukirchen-Balbini in araer to
identify the death march victims buried there

A few items of clothing were found as v
e, probab

personal notes such as this or
from a family to their child: “Be
ask God to keep you healthy.

last note
yourse!f.We
Loving kisses. Your parents a

siblings
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JoelsPDeutsech
1913-1945

The ITS identified Joel Deutsch as a victim of a death march.
He was killed in Neukirchen-Balbini just before the liberation.
Joel Deutsch was from a Jewish family from Czechoslovakia
which had emigrated to Antwerp, Belgium, in 1932.

Under German occupation, he performed forced labor

until he and his family were deported to Auschwitz in 1942,
The SS murdered his wife immediately on arrival at Auschwitz.
Joel Deutsch and his brother were selected for slave labor.
The last document showing that he was still alive

is a January 1945 Buchenwald concentration camp transport list.




Trawl Db

Inlichtingshulletijn betreffende_Vreemdelingen,:;

orle Yed Emushreoed-

Form from the Belgian Aliens' Police for Joel
Deutsch and Hélen Held, June 24, 1937

Five years after arriving In Antwerp, Joel Deutsch,
now working as a baker's apprentice, married
Helen Held, also from a Jewish emigrant family.
His new family status was immediately recorded
by the Belgian aliens” police, which kept files

on all foreigners.

Joel Deutsch

Belgian Alien's Passport for Joel Deutsch, Issued in
Antwerp, February 5, 1934

The photo in his alien's passport shows Joel Deutsch
as a 20-year-old, barely two years after he moved

to Antwerp. As the passport reveals, after emigrating
he initially made a living as a tailor.
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The Creation of an Archive

for Clarifying Fatime

The ITS archive in its current structure was establiéhed in 1952,
It was created when the Allied zonal tracing bureaus ¢losed
and all of their collected materials were sent to Arolsen.
At the same time, the ITS shifted its focus to
clarifying individual fates primarily on the basis of documents.
To this day, the archive is organized in three large collections:
1. Documents from concentration camps and other detention site:
2. Documents about forced laborers
3. Documents about Displaced Persons
Information on a person is often found in all three collections.




ITS Visitors Viewing the Concentration Camp
pocuments Section, Arolsen, 1952

Konzentratiomlager

Haftlings-Personal-Karte

e L
L

s L

ITS Envelope with Documents about Marian Otrembski
from Buchenwald Concentration Camp
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Checking Folders with Lists of Foreign Forced
Laborers, Arolsen, 1952

By 1952, the ITS had received hundreds of thousands
of lists of foreign forced labarers from the closed
zonal tracing bureaus, which had been compiled by
German authorities, companies and other offices

by order of the Allies. These documents formed

the core of the new Wartime Documents Section,
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List from Iserlohn Regarding Marian Otrembski
and other Polish Forced Laborers, circa 1946

Lists from the foreigner tracing operation compiled
by German offices by order of the Allies in 1946/47
were organized by the ITS according to occupation
zones, districts, nationalities and list types - a
good example of the archive's thematic structure.
The stamps on the list come from the British zonal
tracing bureau in Géttingen.
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Delivering DP Documents to the New ITS Main
Building, Arolsen, 1952

After the dissolution of the International Refugee
Organization, the ITS received over 30 tons of
registration documents for Displaced Persons

at the end of 1952. This huge addition to the ITS
archive led to the creation of a third collection

in summer 1953: the Postwar Documents Section.
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Application for Support as a Displaced Person from
Marian Otrembski, October 30, 1947

The index cards, lists and case files compiled by
Allied relief organizations for helping Displaced
Persons (DPs) were and are an important resource.
Documents like this application, from a file of the
International Refugee Organization for Marian
Otrembski, provide clues about peoples’
whereabouts and movements after the liberation.
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Marian Otrembskil

19185~-199¢

Marian Otrembski is an example of many vietims of the Nazis
whose fates are documented all across the ITS archive.

He was a Polish soldier who was captured by the Germans

and performed forced labor from 1942 in the eity of Iserlohn.

When Marian Otrembski tried to escape in 1944, he was imprisoned
in the concentration camps of Buchenwald, Natzweiler and Dachau.
After the liberation, he lived as a Displaced Person in Germany

and spent five years as a driver for Allied aid organizations.
Because he was unable to emigrate to Australia as planned,

Marian Otrembski remained with his new family in Iserlohn.




Passport Photos of Marian Otrembski, his Wife
and his Son, 1951

M.:'” the liberation, Marian Otrembski returned

r1\-: I Displaced Person to Iserlohn, where in 1949

: '..'n.a”'ed the Dutch woman Maria van Kessel,

R‘.’_‘u:n:r]'z?l-al!ﬁso Ihoodt SRTERALEN 100 " Aneinon

e 1!:;-71 anﬂ::: was born in 1950. These th_ree photos
: nternational Refugee Organization file

Marian Otrembski
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Letter from Marian Otrembski about
his Persecution, Iserlohn, August 13, 1982

in 1992 Marian Otrembski wrote to the ITS as part
of his second attempt 10 receve compensation

for his time In the concéntration camps His first
it German court

claim had been rejected by a Waert
in the 1960s. In 1992 he was still iving in Iseriohn
It is not known whether he rece ved compensation

before he died in 1997,
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Infographilcs

Over 30 Million Documents - the Scope of
the Collections in the Arolsen Archives

This model conveys an impression of the scope of
the collections in the Arolsen Archives. The pillars
show how high the documents from the three main
collections and the Tracing/Documentation files
(T/D files) of the Arolsen Archives would be if they
were stacked up.
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Preserve and Destroy:

The Acquisition of@Bocuments

The ITS had searched for documents ever since it was founded.
But from the 1980s and especially after the end of the Cold War,
its activities in acquiring documents grew by leaps and bounds.
For many inquiries from Nazi victims in Central and Eastern Europe
the ITS was unable to find information in its own archive.

ITS teams therefore traveled through Germany and Europe

to acquire, copy or microfilm collections of original documents.
But this document acquisition was also highly problematic,
because of an outdated definition of who was a Nazi victim,

one which had been overtaken by recent public debates.




Microfilm Cases for t} Filmed Death Book

'[ m
Awo l:E’ Employees Filming the Death Books from
U
schwitz Concentration Camp in Moscow, October 1989

from Auschwitz, Labeled in | yetober 1989
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Frathack wied Loglecigi
Howchois, doe B 954y A2

Printout of Microfilmed Death Certificate for
Dutch Jew David Aandagt, September 9, 1942

The microfilms from Moscow finally gave the ITS
proof of the deaths of thousands of victims

in Auschwitz. Documents were often filmed
hastily under bad conditions. The focus was on
recording the victims' names. Some documents
are partly illegible, like this one, where the finger
of the employee holding the book was in the way.
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Neue Dokumente fiir internationalen Suchdienst

opitn bisher unter Ver- Arclsen. [m Geplck halte die 25 !a‘lue lang gekd wrde,
trhl-u!l gehaliener Akten und Sowjetische Dr!rﬁath:mdle Zu- Bildmitte: Charles-Claude Bie-

Eartel! [ prasentiéste der sage an den Suchdiensi, nach dermann, Direktor des Such-
Direktor des Moskauer Gene- der Aufnahme von 4§ Aus- diensies in Arclsen - rechis:
rmluLHrchl Anatolil Pro- schwiiz-Todesbichern  nun  Alevei Krichialoviisch, stell-

Ehnlu]. gmern beim auch Dokumente kopieren zu vertretender  Suchdienstisiter

lr!l!miunhalen ensl in kionen, um deren Herapsgabe aus der UdSSR. (Foto:sim])

Hessische/Niedersdchsische Aligemeine Report on Printing out Microfilm in the ITS Photo Lab,

a Press Conference in Arolsen, November 10, 1989 Arolsen, circa 1991

In November 1289 the ITS negotiated with the To incorporate filmed documents in its archive,

Central State Archive in Moscow to film more the ITS had to print the microfilms document by

documents, including those from Sachsenhausen document. The printouts were then given page |
concentration camp which had been taken to Moscow numbers and stored in folders in the archive. ;
in 1945, Acquiring such documents helped many Names in the documents were recorded on cards

victims of Nazi persecution and their relatives for the Central Name Index.
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Audio Station
. Interviews
i ; € In 1994 | was in Moscow for four weeks. Then there were trips

to the UK, several to Belarus - in Minsk. One time in Minsk

I arranged a last-minute trip to Brest for a week in the same
period; | was in Ukraine several times: Prague, twice in the
Czech Republic. 7

Constanze Schmidt

k€ Once, in Speyer, we were in a psychiatric hospital or something.
... | didn’t have a clue about euthanasia or anything ... So you
really just looked for the names - is that maybe a Polish forced

laborer or a German Jew? - and you microfilmed it. ¥

Jens Paul

Employees Describing their Document Acquisition
Experiences in 2018

The ITS continued to acquire documents until 20086.
Inthe end, the focus was on Eastern Germany and
countries in Central and Eastern Europe. The twa
employees here describe their trips and the often
unusual working conditions.
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& When we were on the road, you never knew what to expect.

... In big companies, you were taken into the cafeteria. But in

some places you were taken down into the filthiest cellar, in the |

winter, with open windows, and then you had to improvise. ¥ |

Jens Paul

& Back then in Moscow, | was totally irritated at the start by these

huge masses of German files. ”

Constanze Schmidt
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Suchdienst in der
Bonner Haltanstalt
Kurz vor Aktenvernichtung

hl— 14 Tage spliter wiiren sic 7o spit
gekommen. Dann wiren die
wernichtet gewesen, die zwel Mitarbeiter
des Internationalen Suchdienstes in
Arclsen gostern in der Justisvollzugsan-
stalt an der Wilheimsirale durchforst-
eten. Der Suchdienst, elne Einrichtung
des [Internationalon HRoben
forscht in den Bonner Akten nach allen
Auslindern, die swischen 1833 und 1845
in dem Gefangnis waren. Der Nachwels
dieser Zeit kann fiir eine noch unbokann-
te Zahl von Menschen Bedeutung in
Fragen der Wiedergutmachung oder d.tr
Hente haben. In Arclsen werden dis
Namen mit den dort gespeicherten
verglichen.

In der Haftanstalt, die in allen Berel-
chen unter Haummangel leidet, soll
durch Aktenvernichtung Luft im Archiv
geschalfen werden. Unterlagen, die 30
Jdahre alt sind, werden freigegeben fiir
den Heifwolf, In 14 Tagen, so Dr. Patar
Hiflich, Leiter der Jugtizvol
wiren die Aktenberge nicht mehr dage-
WO,

The Bonner Generalanzeiger Reported on
the Document Acquisition, July 22, 1983

Securing the files from Bonn Prison was one of

the first new document acquisition efforts in the
Federal Republic of Germany. The ITS often acquired
files shortly before they were due to be destroyed,
as was the case here. At the time, there were no

laws requiring authorities to hand over their files

to a state archive.
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Digitization

and Preservation

The ITS was a pioneer in the digitization of archival material.

Its first major project was launched in the late 1990s

to speed up the process of providing information from the archive.
While there was limited space in the crowded rows of shelves,
multiple employees can conduct research in parallel on computers
The daily use of the documents also resulted in wear and tear.
Digitization thus protects the valuable collections in Arolsen

from irreversible further harm or even destruction.

Although nearly all of the holdings have been scanned,
digitization and preservation constitute a long-term challenge.




Preparing to Scan a T/D File, Bad Arolsen,
August 22, 2018

One major digitization project concerns the nearly
;;‘_"99 l_'niHiD!"l Tracing/Documentation files
a::f;;gi{' i'—:;iclh preserve all correspondence with
The Scanm”- .wdu_al vietims of Nazi persecution.
il i E-!er:css starts by removing all metal,
CKing the sequence of pages and the stamping
of the documents. 3

Scanning a T/D File Image by Image, Bad Arolsen,
August 22, 2018

For T/D files like this one for fo f

|aborer Sinaida Baschlay, the frant and back of
each document are scanned individually.
Barcode sheets are inserted to separate the
incoming and outgoing car

A computer uses this to automatically g

the proper digital folder struc
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Metal Removed from around 24,000 T/D Files
to Prepare them for Scanning

To prepare each file, all metal is removed
(staples, paper clips, pins, etc) to ensure clean
scanning and prevent long-term damage through
rust or tearing. The waste metal shown here was
taken from around 24,000 files over the course of
three months in the spring of 2018.




Qualit
Comp:tgfgtm‘ for the Scanning Process on a
creen, Bad Arolsen, August 22, 2018

After s i

v scann aly

i qglrﬁl quality control is carried out on

¥ '|ECE‘!SS;“\;T'E do(_;u_ment can be scanned again
. The digital copies are then imported

into the archi
2 arcnmn et
& system, and relevant information,

such as
Ch as nar irthd
nes, birthdates and file numbers

afeé manually entered i
sred in the archive database.

Digiti :
igitization and Preservation

d Documents in Acid-Free

Storing Scanne
August 22, 2018

protective Envelopes, Bad Aralsen,

To complete the combined di
presewation efforts, the T/D file mat
is placed in acid-free anvelopes 10 protect
the paper from decay. Most holdings In the
Arolsen Archives are stored in fire- and
sistant DIG[CCli\l’H cartons.

water-re
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ITS Digital Workflow Concept from
Ossenberg & Schneider, July 22, 1997

In the summer of 1997 the IT service provider
Ossenberg & Schneider presented a concept for
handling inquiries fully digitally at the ITS,

It encompassed digital research in the Central
Name Index and in all archival holdings.

As recommended, the ITS and the service provider
soon began implementing some of these solutions.

.-"lsf_

Digitadisicrung der Zentralen Namenbartel des Infernatiossivn Sechalensies
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Internal Report on Scanning the Central Name Index,
December 22, 1999

The first big project was the digitization of the
Central Name index in 1998/99 using sheet-feed
scanners. The ITS expected hundreds of thousands
of inquiries for forced labor compensation. The
report shows how difficult, expensive and resource-
intensive it was to start digitizing the archive.
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Internal Report on Scanning Progress in Parts of
Collections 2 and 3, August 21, 2006

This interim report outlined the progress of

the document scanning process, which had started
in 1999, The list of holdings from the second and
third collections of the Arolsen Archives conveys
anim mass of documents and the
s, which s still not completed.

pression of th
i
'ength of the proce
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Sinaida Iwanowna Baschlay

1914-7

Former forced laborer Sinaida Baschlay from the Soviet Union
is one of nearly three million people with a T/D file.

She was a draftswoman who lived and worked in Kharkov
before the Germans deported her for forced labor in 1942.
She had to work as a maid and in the armaments industry,
first in Berlin and later in a small town near Marburg.

When she returned to Kharkov in 1945, she faced rejection.
“Working for the enemy” was considered treason in the USSR.
From the 1990s, Sinaida Baschlay became an advocate

for Soviet Nazi victims to be recognized and compensated.




Sinaida Iwanowna Baschlay 165

Sinaida Baschlay Working as a Secretary for
the Society of Nazi Victims, Kharkov, circa 2000

In the successor states of the Soviet Union, many
former forced laborers and concentration camp
prisoners were in a difficult situation. They suffered
social and health problems from the lasting effects
of persecution, post-war discrimination and social
upheaval, This made it all the more important to
fight for their interests.

After the Liberation, Sinaida Baschlay Returned
Home to the Soviet Union, Kharkov, circa 1946

The forced laborers who returned were considered
traitors in the Soviet Union. Tens of thousands
were deported to camps, where many died.

Sinaida Baschlay was relatively lucky: she was able
'o resume her profession in Kharkov. But she

did not talk about her experiences in Germany
until the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991.

In 2000 Sinaida Baschlay Searched for Proof
of her Forced Labor in Germany, April 24, 2000

For her compensation claim Sinaicda Baschlay
neaded proof of her persecution. Like marvy
,‘..1I"|.

formar forced laborers, 8he ontactied Ge
authorities, who often forwarded latters to the
ITS if they could not Tind eévidence themseives
This is what the State Archives in Marburg did: in
2002. the ITS sent her the proof she newecied
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