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Early

Investigative Do@liments

When the ITS was created in 1948, it had only a few documents.
Besides copies of lists of names and reference cards for tracing,
most of the documents in Arolsen were investig’étive records.
Since many Nazi crimes were documented poorly or not at all,
the ITS initially set out to find proof and evidencé itself.

For example, in order to gather evidence of the death marches
endured by concentration camp prisoners at the end of the war,
the ITS questioned thousands of local offices and survivors,
researched grave sites and mapped the individual march routes.
Many victims of the death marches were identified in this way.
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Yemeinde gegangen?
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dus wiefiel Yefangenan bestand dieser Transport? ca Boo U
8ind Oefangenc beim Durchgang Ihrer Gemeinde gesturben? Je
Falls bejahend, wioviel? Loz

“Hnd Gefangens in der Nachbarschaft Threr Gemeinde
gestorbon? Ja

Falle bejahend, wieviel? unbecannt

Wo sind diose Gefangens beerdigt? Ki-Frisdnof us 1t sungung
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Wer pflegt diese Graber? Geseinds Neukirchen-Balbini
(Angabe dos Namens und und Anschrift desselben)?

Hat de Burgermeistor die Perscualien der OGofangonen n. Askg
registriort, welche im Lager, in dor Oemeinde oder
in dor Nachbarschaft gestorben und bagraben worden sind?

Kann die Richtung angeben warden in welcher sich
dor Tranaport bogeben hat? Trunsport wurds wurgelddt

Iat diceer Tranaport su Puss woltermarschiert ode:
in Ihrer Gemoinde duroh dio Bahn abtransportiert
worden® Autloosung rfens Traneporten.
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B8ind noch hugunnn;:;:":r-_rﬁhrur-\i;ut;-:tndu anwosond,
wolche Auskunft ubor solocho Tranapurte sussagon
konnen? Jja
Falls bojahond, ist Namoe und Anschrift dersolben
ansugeben?
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Recovering the Bodies of Death March Victims, Questionnaire for the Town of Neukirchen-Balbin

Neunburg vorm Wald, April 29, 1945
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ITS Map Showing the Death Marches from
Flossenbiirg Concentration Camp, March 2, 1950

Based on the investigative forms, large-scale maps
were produced of the march routes from individual
eoncentration camps. The death march from
Flossenbiirg to Neukirchen-Balbini is listed seventh
in the legend on this map. ITS employees used the
maps as tools for tracing and providing information.

Exhumation Register for Wetterfeld
Concentration Camp Cemetery, circa 1946

Exhumations were carried out along the routes of

death marches from Flossenbiirg concentration camp.
In cooperation with the town, an UNRRA team recorded
all information regarding the identity of those murdered.
The original prisener numbers that had been

attached to the clothing of the deceased were

pasted into this register.
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Personal Handwritten Note,

Recovered in Plattenberg

ITS 1 s opoat
Co”;;s:tlg_atwe Form for Identifying a Murdered
ration Camp Prisoner, August 17, 1950

ITS em ) P
Siny _ﬁf:f:[-;iﬁ--|}tart+d the prisoner numbers found
il ?u BS.\-';J:T_h.CG’.'ICBI'HHEHDFI camp
armes HGSOL'iqt:Eil nfo.wc.ec'. information about the
slations of il‘;‘lc'!l - \"Jltn the numbers us well 4s about
wae :{|f:-:'|t'1.‘i.gr-|+ JF::-Or.m_:-.lr-.r__ In this case, Joel Deutsch
et 1 NE-‘I:l.q‘i-l -1.:'! probable victim of the death
2ukirchen-Balbini.

y, November 1949

Concentration Camp Cemeter

In November 1949, 140 caskets were open ed

in a cemetery in Neuki irchen-Balbini in arder to
identify the death ma arch victims bu

A few items of clothing were found

personal notes such as

last note from a family to thei
yourself. We ask God to keef

Loving kisses. Your parents a
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Joel:-Deutsch
1913-1945

The ITS identified Joel Deutsch as a victim of a death march.

He was killed in Neukirchen-Balbini just before the liberation.
Joel Deutsch was from a Jewish family from Czechoslovakia
which had emigrated to Antwerp, Belgium, in 1932.

Under German occupation, he performed forced labor

until he and his family were deported to Auschwitz in 1942.

The SS murdered his wife immediately on arrival at Auschwitz.
Joel Deutsch and his brother were selected for slave labor.

The last document showing that he was still alive

is a January 1945 Buchenwald concentration camp transport list.




Form from the Belgian Aliens’ Police for Joel
Deutsch and Halen Held, June 24, 1937

Five years after arriving In Antwerp, Joel Deutsch,
now working as a baker's apprentice, married
Hélen Held, also from a Jewish emigrant family.
His new family status was immediately recorded
by the Belgian aliens® police, which kept files

on all foreigners.

Joel Deutsch 139

Belgian Alien's Passport for Joel Deutsch, Issued in
Antwerp, February 5, 1934

The photo in his alien's passport shows Joel Deutsch
as a 20-year-old, barely two years after he moved

to Antwerp. As the passport reveals, after emigrating
he initially made a living as a tailor.
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