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Early
Investigative Documents

When the ITS was created in 1948 , it had only a few documents.

Besides copies of lists of names and reference cards fortracing,
most of the documents in Arolsen were investigative records.

Since many Nazi crimes were documented poorly or not at all,
the ITS initially set out to find proof and evidence itself.
For example , in order to gather evidence of the death marches
endured by concentration camp prisoners at the end of the war,
the ITS questioned thousands of local offices and survivors,

researched grave sites and mapped the individual march routes.
Many victims of the death marches were identified in this way.
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Joel Deutsch

1913 - 1945

The ITS identified Joel Deutsch as a victim of a death march.

He was killed in Neukirchen - Balbini just before the liberation.
Joel Deutsch was from a Jewish family from Czechoslovakia
which had emigrated to Antwerp , Belgium , in 1932.
Under German occupation , he performed forced labor
until he and his family were deported to Auschwitz in 1942.
The SS murdered his wife immediately on arrival at Auschwitz.
Joel Deutsch and his brother were selected for slave labor.

The last document showing that he was still alive
is a January 1945 Buchenwald concentration camp transport list.
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