Cellacting and Organizing

The Creation of an Archive

for Clarifying Fatass

It was created when the Allied zonal tracing bure al
and all of their collected materials were sent to
At the same time, the ITS shifted its focus to .
clarifying individual fates primarily on the basis
To this day, the archive is organized in three large

1. Documents from concentration camps and ott

2. Documents about forced laborers

3. Documents about Displaced Persons
Information on a person is often found in all threé




{TS Visitors Viewing the Concentration Camp
Documents Section, Arolsen, 1952
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ITS Envelope with Documents about Marian Otrembski

from Buchenwald Concentration Camp
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Checking Folders with Lists of Foreign Forced
Laborers, Arolsen, 1952

By 1952, the ITS had received hundreds of thousands
of lists of foreign forced la borers from the closed

zor

| tracing bureaus, which had been compiled by
German authorities, companies and other offices
by order of the Allies. These documents formed

the core of the new Wartime Documents Section.
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List from Iserlohn Regarding Marian Otrembski
and other Polish Forced Laborers, circa 1946

Lists from the foreigner tracing operation compiled
by German offices by order of the Allies in 1946/47
were organized by the |TS according to occupation
zones, districts, nationalities and list types - a
good example of the archive's thematic structure. .
The stamps on the list come from the British zonal
tracing bureau in Gottingen.
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Delivering DP Documents to the New ITS Main
Building, Arolsen, 1952

After the dissolution of the International Refugee
Organization, the ITS received over 30 tons of
registration documents for Displaced Persons

at the end of 1852, This huge addition to the ITS
archive led to the creation of a third collection

in summer 1953: the Postwar Documents Section.
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Application for Support as a Displaced Person from
Marian Otrembski, October 30, 1947

The in ards, lists and case files compiled by
f\|| ed relief organizations for helping Displaced
rsons {DPs) were and are an important resource.
rents like this application, from a file of the
ional Refugee Organization for Marian
\bski, provide clues about peoples’
whereabouts and movements after the liberation.
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Marian Otrembski1

1916~199.¢

Marian Otrembski is an example of many victims of the Nazis
whose fates are documented all across the ITS archive.

He was a Polish soldier who was captured by the Germans

and performed forced labor from 1942 in the city of Iserlohn.

When Marian Otrembski tried to escape in 1944, he was imprisoned
in the concentration camps of Buchenwald, Natzweiler and Dachau.
After the liberation, he lived as a Displaced Person in Germany
and spent five years as a driver for Allied aid organizations.
Because he was unable to emigrate to Australia as planned,
Marian Otrembski remained with his new family in Iserlohn.




Marian Otrembski -

Passport Photos of Marian Otrembski, his Wife Letter from Marian Otrembski about
ond s Son; 108 his Persecution, Iseriohn, August 13, 1992

After the liberation, Marian Otrembski returned In 1992 Marian Otrembski wrote to the ITS as part
as a Displaced Person to Iserlohn, where in 1949 of his second attempt to receve compensation
he married the Dutch woman Maria van Kessel, for his time in the concentration camps. His first
wha had also lived there during the war. Their son claim had been rejected by a West German court
Romvald-Uno was born in 1950. These three photos in the 1960s. In 1992 ha was still living in Iserlohn

ate from an International Refugee Organization file. It is not known whether he received compensation
before he died in 1987
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Infograpnics

QOver 30 Million Documents - the Scope of
the Collections in the Arolsen Archives

This model conveys an impression of the scope of
the collections in the Arofsen Archives, The pillars
show how high the documents from the three main
collections and the Tra-::.'r}é,',/LJDCr.'rl?l.-r;le'Jr.?:'a.H files
(T/D files) of the Arolsen Archives would be if they
were stacked up.
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