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The Creation of an Archive

for Clarifying Fates

The ITS archive in its current structure was established in 1952.

It was created when the Allied zonal tracing bureaus closed
and all of their collected materials were sent to Arolsen.

At the same time , the ITS shifted its focus to

clarifying individual fates primarily on the basis of documents.

To this day , the archive is organized in three large collections:
1. Documents from concentration camps and other detention sites
2 . Documents about forced laborers

3 . Documents about Displaced Persons

Information on a person is often found in all three collections.
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146 Collecting and Organizing

Marian Otrembski

1915 - 1997

Marian Otrembski is an example of many victims of the Nazis
whose fates are documented all across the ITS archive.
He was a Polish soldier who was captured by the Germans
and performed forced labor from 1942 in the city of Iserlohn.
When Marian Otrembski tried to escape in 1944 , he was imprisoned
in the concentration camps of Buchenwald , Natzweiler and Dachau.
After the liberation , he lived as a Displaced Person in Germany
and spent five years as a driver for Allied aid organizations.
Because he was unable to emigrate to Australia as planned,
Marian Otrembski remained with his new family in Iserlohn.





Over 30 Million Documents - the Scope of
the Collections in the Arolsen Archives

This model conveys an impression of the scope of
the collections in the Arolsen  Archives .The pillars
show how high the documents from the three main

collections and the Tracing/Documentation files
(T/D files)  of the Arolsen Archives  would be if they
were stacked up.
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