
150 Collecting and Organizing

Preserve

The

and Destroy

Acquisition of Documents

The ITS had searched for documents ever since it was founded.

But from the 1980s and especially after the end of the Cold War,
its activities in acquiring documents grew by leaps and bounds.
For many inquiries from Nazi victims in Central and Eastern Europe
the ITS was unable to find information in its own archive.

ITS teams therefore traveled through Germany and Europe

to acquire , copy or microfilm collections of original documents.
But this document acquisition was also highly problematic,
because of an outdated definition of who was a Nazi victim,

one which had been overtaken by recent public debates.
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Audio Station

Interviews

“ In 1994 I was in Moscow for four weeks . Then there were trips
to the UK, several to Belarus - in Minsk . One time in Minsk
I arranged a last -minute trip to Brest for a week in the same
period ; I was in Ukraine several times ; Prague , twice in the
Czech Republic. 55

Constanze Schmidt

“ Once , in Speyer , we were in a psychiatric hospital or something.
... I didn ’t have a clue about euthanasia or anything ... So you
really just looked for the names - is that maybe a Polish forced
laborer or  a German Jew ? - and you microfilmed it. 55

Jens Paul

Employees Describing their Document Acquisition
Experiences in 2018

The ITS continued to acquire documents until 2006.
In the end , the focus was on Eastern Germany and
countries in Central and Eastern Europe . The two
employees here describe their trips and the often
unusual working conditions.
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fit When we were on the road , you never knew what to expect.

... In big companies , you were taken into the cafeteria . But in

some places you were taken down into the filthiest cellar , in the

winter , with open windows , and then you had to improvise . n

Jens Paul

fit Back then in Moscow , I was totally irritated at the start by these

huge masses of German files. 55

Constanze Schmidt
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