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Preserve and Destroy:

The Acquisition o@EBOCuments

The ITS had searched for documents ever since it was founded.
But from the 1980s and especially after the end of the Cold War,
its activities in acquiring documents grew by leaps and bounds.
For many inquiries from Nazi victims in Central and Eastern Europe
the ITS was unable to find information in its own archive.

ITS teams therefore traveled through Germany and Europe

to acquire, copy or microfilm collections of eriginal documents.
But this document acquisition was also highly problematic,
because of an outdated definition of who was a Nazi victim,

one which had been overtaken by recent public debates.
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Printout of Microfilmed Death Certificate for
Dutch Jew David Aandagt, September 9, 1942

The microfilms from Moscow finally gave the ITS
proof of the deaths of thousands of victims

in Auschwitz. Documents were often filmed
hastily under bad conditions. The focus was on
recording the victims' names. Some documents
are partly illegible, like this one, where the finger
of the employee holding the book was in the way.
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Neue Dokumente fiir internationalen Suchdienst

Kﬂfﬂ bisher umter Ver-
zrhiuf gehaltensr Akten wnd
Eartelkarten prasentierie der
Direkior des Moskaoer Geno-
Foptuks (iaksy gosteen besa
o (lin ae: o
Internationalen Suchdienst in

Arclsen. Im Gepack haite die
Sowietleche Delegation dis Zo-
sage an den Suc d-lcm nach
dor Aufnabme ven 46 Aus-
schwilz-Todesblchern — nun
auch Dokumente kopéeren zu
kénnen, um deren Herausgabe

25 .le'n:e lang geka wurde,
Bildmitte: Char|es-C! mu Hie-
dermann, Din:ilnr des b'un:h
dienstes in Arclsen - rechis

Absxel Krichlalovitech, mll
vertretender Suchdiensibsiter
aus der UdSSR. (Foto:sim)

Hessische/Niederséchsische Aligemeine Report on
a Press Conference in Arolsen, November 10, 1989

In November 1989 the ITS negotiated with the
Central State Archive in Moscow to film more

documents,

including those from Sachsenhausen

concentration camp which had been taken to Moscow
in 1945, Acquiring such documents helped many

victima of Nazi pers

zcution and their

relatives

The Acquisition of Documents

Printing out Microfilm in the ITS Photo Lab,
Arolsen, circa 1991

To incorporate filmed documents in its archive,
the ITS had to print the microfiims document by
document. The printouts were then given page
numbers and stored in folders in the archive.

Names in the documents were recorded on cards

for the Central Name Index.
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Audio Station

. Interviews

& /n 1994 | was in Moscow for four weeks. Then there were trips
| to the UK, several to Belarus - in Minsk. One time in Minsk

I arranged a last-minute trip to Brest for a week in the same
= period; | was in Ukraine several times: Prague, twice in the
Czech Republic. 77

Constanze Schmidt

k€ Once, in Speyer, we were in a psychiatric hospital or something.
... 1 didn’t have a clue about euthanasia or anything ... So you
really just looked for the names - is that maybe a Polish forced

laborer ora German Jew? - and you microfilmed it. ¥

Jens Paul

Employees Describing their Document Acquisition
Experiences in 2018

The ITS continued to acquire documents until 2006.
In the end, the focus was on Eastern Germany and
countries in Central and Eastern Europe. The two
employees here describe their trips and the often
unusual working conditions,
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&k When we were on the road, you never knew what to expect.

... In big companies, you were taken into the cafeteria. But in

some places you were taken down into the filthiest cellar, in the |

winter, with open windows, and then you had to improvise. ”

Jens Paul

k& Back then in Moscow, | was totally irritated at the start by these

huge masses of German files. "

Constanze Schmidt
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Suchdienst in der
Bonner Haftanstalt
Kurz vor Aktenvernichtung

hl— 14 Tage splter wiiren sic o spit
gekommen, Dann wiren die Akten
vernichiet gewesen, die zwel Mitarbeiter
des Internationalen Suchdienstes in
Arolson gestern in der Justizvellougsen-
stalt an der Wilhelmstralle durchionst-
eten. Der Suchdienst elne Einrichtung
des [nteroationalen Roten Kreuzes,
forscht in den Bonner Akten nach allen
Auslindern, die swischen 1833 und 1845
in dem Gefingnis waren. Der Nachwels
dieser Zeit kann fir eine noch unbakann-
te Zahl von Menschen Bedeutung in
Fragen der Wiedergutmachung oder der
Rente haben. In Arclsen werden die
Nomen mit den dort  gespeicherten
verglichen.

In der Haftanstalt, die in allen Berel-
chen unter Raummangel leidet, soll
durch Aktenvernichiung Luft im Archiv
geschaffen werden. Unterlagen, die 20
Jahre alt sind, werden freigegeben (s
den HeiBwoll, In 14 Tagen, so Dr. Potar
Haflich, Leiter dor Jugtizvo
witren die Aktenberge nicht mehr dage-
WS,

The Bonner Generalanzeiger Reported on
the Document Acquisition, July 22, 1983

Securing the files from Bonn Prison was one of
the first new document acquisition efforts in the
Federal Republic of Germany. The ITS often a
files shortly before they were due to be destroyed,
as was the case here. At the time, there were no
laws requiring authorities to hand over their files
to a state archive.
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Redactions in the Original Prisoner Register
of Bonn Prison from 1944/45

After acquiring the documents,

redacted the mnes of al
in the tz
Mazi perser ]
restrictive German compe v from the 1950s,
even though its narrow
had been publicly criticize

8.




Preserve

Dar T3 bad von der Justiswollsugeassiall Bonn am 22,7.138)
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ITS “Destruction Log" for Bonn Prison Documents
that had been Separated out, March 13, 1984

ume

the dubious criterion

and

Destroy:

The Acquisition of Decuments

Die derigen Bestizde warden in bewug sxf Wehrakohissnge-
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on Tage 1 der Fapisrfabrik
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in Trexen voraehrifcseldiy durshgelUhrt.

Arslsen, den 11, Mars




	Seite 150
	Seite 151
	Seite 152
	Seite 153
	Seite 154
	Seite 155
	Seite 156
	Seite 157

