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The Arolsen Archives have always had an international focus,
from the founding of the ITS in 1948 to the present day.

First run by the International Refugee Organization (IRO),
then the High Commission for Occupied Germany (HICOG) from 1951,
management of the ITS archive passed, after lengthy debate, to
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in 1955.
Since then it has been financed solely by the German government.
In 2013 control of the ITS passed to an International Commission
which had existed as a supervisory body for the ITS since 1955
but had not been active in this role for a long time.

However, it was above all the individual directors on site

who truly shaped the course and daily work of the ITS over time.
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Hugh G. Elbot

Hugh G. Elbot, Chairman of the ITS Administration
under HICOG, at his Desk in Arolsen, circa 1952

A US citizen, Hugh G. Elbot was the leading figure

at the TS under HICOG from 1951 to 1954,

He was a lawyer who had worked for US intelligence
during World War Il. He ran the ITS with the authority
of the occupiers, but also sought connections with
the Germans in the early days of the Cold War.




Elbot during a Speech at the Former Barracks
in Arolsen, circa 1952

Until 1951, the work of the ITS under the IRO was
closely tied to relief efforts for Displaced Persons.
Elbot reariented and restructured the ITS.

tlif.‘ dramatically reduced the number of staff,

al'-?'- up the archive, established closer cooperation
with the German authorities and helped I
standardize the information that was provided.

Mural in the New ITS Main Building in Arolsen,
completed in 1953

This and three other related m jrals were painted

by an artist from Kas
new building one y

at the time,
of the Allied libe

were removed ol
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Ootober 1, 1955

Pursuant to our recent conversation concerning the subject matter,

there follows a susmary of services rendered to U

by ITS:

8« ITS servicss the

fovernment agenclea

capus Program of FOA with informstion om

background and eligibility in an average of 1,500 escapse cases

a month.

+ Hr. Croeby, !

- Aray, with informat
leced persons, incl

afiice
drolaen several
inforamation.

deference: Major Ualeady, CIC Headguarters 3tu

rvices OSI office ffice of Special Inwve
0. Air Porce in Rotwestera asar §
brokground of displaced pcr:l:-ngl-rgp_

& vYaryiog nusber of cases.

Reference: Ingquiry at 1U'.3. Air Force Hesdquarters in Wiesbaden.

ITS serviges the [.5. Department of
with information on applicants for u
in the U.5. where the applicant claims to have besn & persacuies.

ld Lee, Chief, Overseas Branc

rtaent o

gorvices ".5., Consulater in Germany with information on the
fapplicants for U.3. lamigration
visss. After exchange of information with Supervising Comsul
General L'Heursux, it 15 sstisated that the ioplementation of
the U.3. Refug Helief &ct of 1953 by the end of this year will
rejuire a much larger work load of in

background of displaced person

applicants.

ITS is expected to furnish information im the near future om a
project described to you orally, to J-2 EUCON.

Beference: Lt.Col. Raymond, J-2 EUCOM, Col. Davias, J-3 EDODM,
Headquarteras Frankfurt.

Elbot Commenting on the Use of the ITS Archive
by US Authorities, October 1, 1953

HICOG ran the ITS for a limited period because
HICOG was only a temporary institution. The Federal
German Government was interested in the archive.
But should it be given to the Germans? Thie Was

a charged issue for Elbot, not just because of

the Nazi period, but because various US services
used the ITS archive for their own purposes.

¥elly, Prankfurt.

ieants for the kir Porces i

Jjustice Overseas Branch, M
ocking of blocked propert,

quiries at ITS on wisa

Dokumente in Arolsen

Rappel, Journal of a Luxembourg Survivors
Association, on the Future of the ITS, 1952

the ITS

: : : . f

The question of the future management 0

: 3 VEr:

was hotly debated. Rappe/ was one of sel o

international newspapers and journals _W.“ I‘:r.e
oke out against gVing ®

entration ©

3l

prompted by Elbot, s
archive to the Germans. Many conc
survivors felt it was unacceptable for Gerﬂlﬂ-“
to be in charge of the documents again.
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cellor Adenauer and ICRC President

West German Chan

Ruegger Signing the Bonn Agreement, 1955
¢ of the Red Cross (I RC

The International Committe
offered an alternative to hand ng
the Germans. It took control of tf
The ICRC had extensive tracing expearie
But its leadership was problema

because the ICRC in

an

he Soviet Liniof

maintained contact with 1
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The Bundesanzeiger Published the New Core
Document for the ITS, December 14, 1955

The preamble to the Bonn Agreement, covering the
creation of an ITS International Commission, defined
the institution’s new foundations and tasks,

The ICRC took charge, far a limited time initially.

The German government handled financing, while
the International Commission protected the archive.
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Nicolas Burckhardt
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Nicolas Burckhardt, First ITS Director Appointed
by the ICRC, Arolsen, circa 1965

Burckhardt moved from Geneva to Arolsen in 19565.

Like all later ICRC directors of the [TS, he already

had a career in the ICRC, spoke German and W jas

a Swiss citizen. The portrait of Red Cross founder {
Henry Dunant behind Burckhardt reflects the \
reorientation of the ITS: from this point on, it

emphasized its exclusively humé anitarian mandate

.
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| Albert de Cocatrix

Albert de Cocatrix, Second ITS Director from the
ICRC, Speaking to Visitors, Arolsen, 1975

Albert de Cocatrix came to Arolsen in 1955 as the
deputy director and held the office of director
from 1970 to 1977. He was the first to start
opening the ITS for research and remembrance,
He was highly respected by the employees,

But the German government was increas; ngly
critical of the new direction taken in Arolsen,




Albert de Cocatrix Speaking at a Meeting of the
Neuengamme Survivors Association, Paris, 1975

Engaging with associations of victims of Nazi
Jestern Europe was an important
aspect of the oper fthe ITS pursued by Albert
de Cocatrix in the Js. With appearances such as
these, he clearly positioned the ITS on the side of
the survivors.

persecution in W

Jubildum beim Interationalen Suchdienst

manitdre Arbeit dankle der Direklor des ITS,
Albert de Cocatrix, Hildegard Thiele, Olga Kuz-
necovs, Maria Sawczenko, Lieselotte Utry, Erich
Henschel, Jerzy Mikulski, Wladyslaw Stalinski
und Kurt Heinemann. Die Namen der Geehrien
weisen bereils aus, daB einige von ihnen aus

Jubilden werden iiberall gefeiert, die Jubilare
stets geehrt. Meistens dafiir, daB sie eine Reihe
von Jahren ihren Arbeitsplatz nicht gewechselt
haben. Eine Feierstunde besonderer Art wurde
Mitte November in Arolsen bei Kassel im Ge-
biude des Internationalen Suchdienstes (ITS)
begangen. Acht Mitarbeiter dieser in der ganzen

Weit bekannten Einrichtung des Roten Kreuzes
haben ein viertel Jahrhundert damit verbracht,
Schicksale von Menschen aufzukléren, die infolge
des Zweiten Weltkrieges und der Nazi-Verfolgung

Osteuropa stammen. Gerade ihrer Kenntnis ist
jedoch die Aufkldrung vieler Schicksale zu dan-
ken, weil sie diese Sprachen und Schreibweisen
beherrschen. Wievielen Verfolgten sie zu Renle

und Anerkennung als NS-Opfer verholfen haben,

umgekommen sind oder ihre Angehdrigen ver-
wird man nie erfahren.

loren haben. Fiir diese im Sinn des Wortes hu-

Freiheit und Recht Article on the Tribute
to Lnng-Standing ITS Employees, 1973

I the 1870s, ITS employees were honored bya
director in this way for the first time after 25

years, and their work was publicly recognized.
De Cocatrix probably wrote the article himself.
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De Cocatrix (Left) Visiting the Auschwitz
Concentration Camp Memorial, 1971

While Elbot had clearly positioned the ITS on the
side of the West in the early 1950s, de Cocatrix
sought contact beyond the borders of the Iron
Curtain in the 1970s, especially in Poland.

This gave the ITS the chance to also microfilm
documents there.

Allgemeine Jiidische Wochenzeitung Article about
a Research Visit to the ITS, 1976

Director de Cocatrix's new strategy included opening
the ITS for scholars and in-house research.

He broadly interpreted the mandate of the ITS and
invested money and personnel in it. This was
criticized by the German government and the ICRC.
Itis not clear whether this is why de Cocatrix left

the ITS in 1977,




Philipp Ziger

ITS Director Philipp Ziiger (right) with his Deputy,
Charles-Claude Biedermann, Arolsen, 1985

Philipp Ziiger came to Arolsen in 1978 as the third
director appointed by the ICRC. With his deputy
Charles-Claude Biedermann, he reversed the opening
initiated by de Cocatrix in just a few years.

He streamlined processes at the ITS, and the work
atmosphere declined at the same time.
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Minutes of Ziiger's Meeting with the
ITS Historical Department, March 14,1978

Ziiger first turned to the Historical Department

and its projects, which de Cocatrix had broadly
expanded. Ziiger felt that these were not part of the
responsibilities of the ITS. In this meeting, it was
nitially agreed that they would no longer be
mentioned externally. The department and its
projects were wound down by 1983,

anages the Institution?

Excerpt of Minutes of the International
Commission Meeting in Bonn, May 10, 1984

The last step in the reversal of the opening process
was the International Commission's decision, brought
about by Ziiger, that the archive should be closed
again to researchers and the public. While the
archive had gradually become more difficult 1._9 use,
from this point on it was completely inaccessible.
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Charles-Claude Biedermann

ITS Director Charles-Claude Biedermann Explaining
the Four Mandates of the ITS in the Film Traces, 1987

In 1985, economist Charles-Claude Biedermann became

director of the ITS. Shown here is his reference to \
the four ITS mandates defined in the 1955

agreement - but instead of “providing access” he

spoke of “reviewing." This reference to the four

mandates was used to legitimize the f:':'.l.jl'n;-,-l:-'r' of

the ITS during Biedermann's term until 2006.
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21.00 Panorama <

21,45 CityExpress

Fasmil g

22.30 Tagesthemen

23.00 Gesucht wird, .,
Biedermanns Reich 45168
Der Intnn. Suchdisrut und die NS-Opfer

0.30 Nachtmagazin

Heute Abend im ARD-Fernsehen:

Polnische NS-Opfer fordern
Ablésung des ITS-Direktors

Suchdienst unter Druck

Vorwiirfe n ITS aus Polen und den cigenen Reihen

Many Media Outlets Re

ported on Problems at the ITS
in Autumn 1999

In the mid-1990s and especially around 1999, the ITS
and Director Biedermann were the focus of massive
public criticism. This revolved aroungd extremely
long waiting times for information, the ongoing
exclusion of researchers and the bad working
environment under which many employees suffered,




Bresse und Ry SUTLRCLDERTTT £ Lo e DAl Aroesen: [m Lentralareme erlauterten gestern Direktor Biedermann (Finfter von rechis)
ungd Knardinator Udo Jost (Sechster von rechis im B ] et dienates T nr

echils im Hintergrund) die Arb

INTERNATIOMNALER SUCHDIENST

Alle Vorwiirfe zuriickgewiesen

weise d

Mitarbeiter schildern aus ihrer Sicht die Situation beim Suchdienst:

»ES ist noch schlimmer geworden*

Internationaler Suchdienst
im Kreuzfeuer der Kritik

D'GB prangeri Missstiinde an / ITS-Direktor dementiert

INTERNATIONALER SUCHDIENST

Geldgeber Bund will sich
zuVorwiirfen nicht dufiern
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Drucksac

er Bundestag Drucksache 147918

Kleine Anfrage
der 2 vl der Fraktion der PDS

Arbeit der Loin

P
Holand Claus und Frakoiog

Bundestag Members Asked Critical Questions about
the ITS Leadership, December 19, 2001

Director Biedermann's approach and the legal action
he sometimes took against critical media and
employees were addressed in German parliament.
But the German government, which financed the ITS,
played down the criticism of individual members of
parliament. Biedermann held office until 2006.
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Withdrawal of the ICRC

Biedermann had to leave in 2006 after clashing with
representatives of the International Commission
about access to the ITS archive. He was followed by
three more directors from Geneva before the ICRC
withdrew from its management role at the end of
2012 due to the opening and reorientation of the ITS
and passed control to the International Commission.

Member States of the International Commission:

Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy,

Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, United Kingdom,

United States of America
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Rebecca Boehling

ITS Director Rebecca Boehling (center) at the
UNESCO Ceremony, Arolsen, June 18, 2013

At the start of 2013, Rebecca Boehiling, a history
professor from the US, became the first expert in
Nazi crimes to lead the ITS. In June 2013 she
celebrated the inclusion of the ITS on the UNESCO
Memoary of the World Register together with
Andrzej Misztal, Chairman of the International
Commission, and a UNESCO representative.
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New Mission Statement of the ITS International Cor

for the International Tracing Service (ITS);

To preserve, conserve and open up

to modermise and make more effective its services to
and Holocaust survivers and those who

family members persecuted by the MNazis and the

the ITS into the Euro

educational institutions focused on Nazi

forced labour and displaced persons.

Neues Mission Statement des ITS-Internationalen A 1 for den ITS

Der ITS muss sein Archiv aufbewahren, konservieren und fir Offentiichkedt

zuganglich machen, seine D eistungen ge ber Naz em und
Uberlebenden des H all jenen, die das Schicksal ihrer Familianmitglieder

in Bezug auf Verfolgung durch die Nazis und ihre Alliierten aufzu versuchen

modernisieran und Arbeitsablaufe dazu effekt machen, und sich n

eurcpaisches und internationales MNatzwerk Forschungs- und Bildungsinstiuten

Zwangsarbei
integrieren, die sich mit d ust, Zwang i

und Displaced

The ITS Receives a New Mission Statement from the
International Commission, Arolsen, October 17, 2013

In 2013 the International Commission zlt;t‘-um':‘f_i
responsibility for the ITS and set new goals with
the director it appointed. The transformation from
a tracing service into a prof-:&ssinr'.sl archive ==..nr!
documentation center shaped Rebecca pm-;
term in office, which lasted until the end of
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