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of Imprisonment Sites:

a r1y ITS Research

To trace people and provide information , it was essential
to compile knowledge of imprisonment sites and mass crimes.

From the late 1940s to early 1980s , the ITS conducted

a large research project on Nazi imprisonment sites across Europe.
It also collected early testimonies from thousands of survivors

who shared their knowledge about the camps in questionnaires.

The ITS was thus often the first point of contact for authorities

with questions about classifying and recognizing individual camps.
This specific activity sometimes led to tension

with the Federal Ministry of Finance which handled compensation.
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Josef Schuhbauer

1906 - 1974

After his liberation from a concentration camp , Josef Schuhbauer
was committed to the analysis and documentation of Nazi crimes.
The Nazis had originally arrested Schuhbauer in 1933
when he was active amongst communist circles in Ulm.
With only a short break , he remained imprisoned until 1945:
in the Heuberg , Oberer Kuhberg , Welzheim and Buchenwald camps.
He was also in the Kassel - Druseltal subcamp of Buchenwald,
where prisoners were forced to carry out construction work.
There the SS appointed Josef Schuhbauer as the camp elder,
making him responsible for ensuring a smooth daily routine.
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