
Openness versus Isolation

search in Arolsen

in the 1960s and 1970s

In the late 1960s , the ITS opened its archive for the first time
to numerous survivors , scholars and memorial initiatives.
The ITS also supported the creation of memorial sites
and book projects , like the Memorial Book of the Federal Archives
for the Victims of the Persecution of Jews in Germany.
These activities were proudly recorded in its annual reports.
The ITS investigated the Nazis ’ human medical experiments itself
to answer special questions in individual compensation cases.
This began to change in the early 1980s , however,
and by 1984 the ITS had gradually closed its archive again.











Research in Arolsen in the 1960s and 1970s

tt I spent long weeks in these archives , which did more than

‘testify to the extermination , torture and slavery ’ inflicted
by the Third Reich , but preserved , sifted , and organized
the testimony so it could never be denied.  ”

(p. 194)

tfi Life at Arolsen was wearisome . During the day I was busy

scanning lists , entries , rosters in the company of the dead or
missing . My evenings were spent alone , typing notes or walking
through the tiny village , which ignored me . The prevailing beery
coziness of the inns repelled me , and I imagined all these
redfaced men with their paunches had been in the SS . 55

(p. 196)

Excerpts from the Epilogue of The Pink Triangle
by Richard Plant

Richard Plant described his impressions of the ITS
and the city of Arolsen in the 1970s . Plant was
Jewish and homosexual himself and had left
Germany at the start of the Nazi dictatorship.
His father committed suicide with his second wife
shortly after the November pogroms of 1938.
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erhard Schleimer

1921 - 2006

In September 1944, the SS doctor Carl Vaernet abused
Gerhard Schleimer for hormone experiments in Buchenwald.
After he had been arrested by the Berlin criminal police in 1941,
he spent three years in prison and was then sent to Buchenwald.
The Nazis persecuted him under Paragraph 175,
which criminalized sexual relations between men.
To this day, few biographies of homosexual prisoners are known.
They were subject to especially harsh conditions in the camps.
Gerhard Schleimer first had to work in a quarry.
After 1945, he was silent about his experiences for a long time,
because homosexuality continued to be a criminal offense.
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