Openness versus Isolation
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Ei‘;‘;:‘lﬂ: :Jrom a Letter from Former Prisoner
st to the ITS, March 16, 1968
Eugane Ost helped the ITS decipher documents from
Entration camps on human medical experiments.
.nh;iﬂ been a clerk at the malaria station in Dachau.
s TILGI""“‘UE-C was needed for checking compensation
I-LWKFF"’”W 1961 former concentration camp prisoners
tastern Europe who had been victims of human
cal experiments could claim compensation.
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Excerpt from Richard Plant’s Notebook, June 1976

periments of
[ n Buchenwald,
had mostly be carried out on homosexual

prisoners in September and December 1944,

10 Years after Researching in Arolsen, Plant
published his findings in 1986

A German translation was published in 1981, His book
and the findings of Ridiger Lautmann, who also
researched at the ITS in the 1970s, are now standard
works about the Nazi persecution of homosexuals.
More than 10,000 homosexuals were imprisoned in
concentration camps and often assigned to the most
strenuous labior details,
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6k | spent long weeks in these archives, which did more than
‘testify to the extermination, torture and slavery’ inflicted
by the Third Reich, but preserved, sifted, and organized
the testimony so it could never be denied. 7

(p. 194)

k Life at Arolsen was wearisome. During the day | was busy
scanning lists, entries, rosters in the company of the dead or
missing. My evenings were spent alone, typing notes or walking
through the tiny village, which ignored me. The prevailing beery
coziness of the inns repelled me, and | imagined all these
redfaced men with their paunches had been in the SS. ¥

(p. 196)

Excerpts from the Epilogue of The Pink Triangle
by Richard Plant

Richard Plant described his impressions of the ITS
and the city of Arolsen in the 1970s. Plant was
lewish and homosexual himself and had left
Germany at the start of the Nazi dictatorship.

His father committed suicide with his second wife
shortly after the November pogroms of 1938.
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Gerhard Schleimer

1 921 —2.0006

In September 1944, the SS doctor Carl Vaernet abuse

I ’ Gerhard Schleimer for hormone experiments in Buchenwald.
| After he had been arrested by the Berlin criminal n 1941,
‘ he spent three years in prison and was then sent to Buchenwald.

‘ - The Nazis persecuted him under Paragraph 175,

which criminalized sexual relations between men.
! | To this day, few biographies of homosexual prisoners are known.
They were subject to especially harsh conditions in the camps.
Gerhard Schleimer first had to work in a quarry.

After 1945, he was silent about his experiences for a long time,

because homosexuality continued to be a criminal offense.
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& When you're still young, it's easier to get over some things, but after a while
the past catches up with you, and then it seems as if it were Just yesterday.
You could actually say that it had a physical and psychological impact. But

you got on with life anyway. 7?

Der Bundesminister der [

B g-'ﬁ,l,-\bli gt
bl

gre x|

Inquiry from the Ministry of Finance Regarding
Gerhard Schieimer's Time in the Camp, May 31, 1952

Sehleimer applied for compensation for the medical
expefiments he was subjected to: He did not disclose
that the Nazis had persecuted him as a homosexual.
Atthe time, the ITS could not yet provide proof

of the experiments, because many abbreviations

'n the concentration camp documents relating to

the experiments had not yet been decipherad.

Gerhard Schleimer on the Lifelong Effects of the
Medical Experiments, October 25, 2000
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