
Openness versus Isolation

Protests against the

Isolation of the ITS

Just as West German society and historians started
discussing and researching “forgotten victims ” of the Nazis,
the ITS closed the doors of its archive in the early 1980s.
One reason was the growing importance of data privacy issues,
which made it difficult for the ITS itself to acquire documents.
Also, the ITS saw itself as a purely humanitarian institution.
The archive ’s closure led to many protests right from the start.
A turnaround and reopening did not take place until 2007,
when political pressure at the international level grew,
as did criticism of the ITS management in the media.
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Protests against the Isolation of the ITS

M The United States is not prepared to let the last

generation of Holocaust survivors die with the fear that
they will be forgotten and that their family names will be
swept under the carpet . We are not prepared to do that,
we cannot do that.  ”

££ It is generally agreed that knowingly hiding the documentation
of the Holocaust is a form of denial.  ”

Paul Shapiro | Titel,Thesen,Temperamente
„ITS Bad Arolsen ” 12.03 .2006 | Hessischer Rundfunk

M When approached byTTT , the German Foreign Ministry and
Interior Ministry point the finger at each other . No one is willing
to comment . Only this much can be said : they are not against
opening the archive in principle , but the negotiations had
simply not reached an end yet . 55

Commentary | Titel , Thesen , Temperamente
„ITS Bad Arolsen ” 12.03 .2006 IHessischer Rundfunk

Looking Back : Why was the Opening of the ITS Archives
such a Long and Complicated Matter?

In 1998 , the International Commission  of the ITS
resolved to open the archive . But it was not until
2007 that the archive actually opened . This was
thanks largely to years of intensive effort by
Paul Shapiro from the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum,  who had continually applied
pressure through the media and political committees.
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