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[ INTERNAPIUNGL TRACLNG o SR VICE

Sul ol RIVIER OF 114 HISTORY oD ACIIVITINS

Ay INTRODUC TION

‘eventh Jeaslonm of the Genersl Coumcil convenss, the Internstionsl

shich came into existence as ths UNRAA Central Trscing Bureau,
trensferred from the control of the International Hefugee Urgani-
of the Allied liigh Commission. The latter suthority, fully

lmportance of ensuring the security and preservation of the ITS

nead to continue to muke theae avallable in the future as

@8 announced ite willingness to mccept full operstionsal reeponsi-

vpril 1951,

reat satisfaction that the Director-ieneral is able to repgort to
il this decision, and he Las Becordimgly thought it approoriat:
@mber Lovernments a brief review of the nistory of the 1705 and

luring the period it has been the rasponsiblility of the
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up machinery for tracing miseing persons was firet con-
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Committee on Digplaced fopulstions of tne Allied Fou t=war

uresu in London, especially in view of the YaEt displacements of
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popul.tion caused by various circumatances of #orld dar II; in particular, by

Nazi persecution of Jews and political opponents, together with the Nazi programme
of slave labour, Tentative plans took shape to -staulilh_ggtionnl tracing
bureaux {T;Pj in various Buropean countries and to develop a central tracing
servise along the lines of thl‘gnternutionul_Ey-ittto of the Red E;o-a (XCRC)

Priscoper-of-dar Card Index.

k., During 1944 the military authorities in Europe became increasingly concerned
about "ecommunications to, from and about civiliame in liberated areas”, The
SBupreme Headquarters of the illied Expeditionary Farces (SHAZF) had directed that
Displaced Persons be registered om DP.2 oards, and at that time the concept of
tracing was to “marry” incosing enyuiries against these registration cards.

UNRRA was also concerned about this questiom and, whem a tracing amd locating
unit was set up im May 1945 by SHAEF to collect nominal rolls of conceatration
camp immates for onforwarding to the NTB, and also to maintain, by meuns of the
DP.2 cards, & central reglster of mom-repatriable refugees and displaced persons,
UNRRA was asked to provide personnel to staff this unit. In June 1945 this

unit moved with SHAEF Headjuarters from Versailles to Frankfurt.

S. Im July 1945, after the dissolution of SHALF, the Combined Displaced Persons
Exeoutive (CDPX) announced the establishament of a central records office and a
central tracing bureau, indicating that it would "in due course hand over this
responsibility to UNRRA by agreement with all interested organizations".

A quadripartite working group was then set up by COPA to comsider the whole

question of tracing. Their report wae presented to the Prisoners-of-%ar, and
Displaced Persons (P4 and DP) Directorate on 13 September and finally accepted,
with minor amendsents, by the Coordinating Committee of the Control Commission
of Germany on 17 September 1945. This document (CORC/P(45)5&) represented the

first official policy formulated for the tracing of missing persons and may be
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regarded as the charter of the UNRia Cemtral Prucing Bureau (CT8). The
objectives, #s laid down in this document, were to search for missing military
nd ecivilian parsons of United Natioms aationalitites wnd eat.blish the fate of
those who would not be found; to locate; collect and preserve all available
records regarding refugees and displaced persons in Germeny; and to serve as a

link to bring interested persons into cosmunic.tion ~ith sach other,

6. It was also recomrended that each member of the United Watioms that had not
elrsudy establisned a trucimg bureau be invited tc do so snd thut each such
bureau should receive all initial engquiries concerning its own pationals., Furth.

more, the zonal search bureaux, which had already been established im eseh zome ,

should assume respomrsibility for the initiation of tracing and search im their

respective
CTB. The
respective
the allied

associated

sones, imcluding the hundling of sll enquiries passed to them by the
zonal bureaux should operate under the complete jurisdiction of the
tonal military commanders, subject only to the general policies of

control council and the Cemtral Tracing Policy Board. The CTB wnd

Central Recordes Office, which was already in oparation, should be

placed at the disposal of the illied Comtrol Couneil to be operated by UNRWA

under policies and directives issued by the Central Trucing Policy Board.

The CTB sh

bureaux,

7. Un 15 Cotober 1945 this approved policy

Lave

formul uted

felling unger

"~
clre,

eliginsle for out

"suthority

ould function as a central clearing house between the zomal and national

WaB Bubmittad to UNWHa, which thsnm

to proceed and carry out the task",. In February 19406 UNRRA
its trucing policy "to accapt responsibility for traucing persons
the definition of tha Cocuncil Hesolutions as aliyivle for 2A
included persons receiving cure from UNiHa in ermany, persons
net im receipt of such care, sad personas technically eligible
care but now dead”. UNRHA eould not accept respomsi ility for tracing
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age
any Germsni Ffictims of Nazi Perseacution. accordingly, the central head=
uarters o ' Was estsblished at \rolsen, Germany, togethor with the
Head unart
< in January 1947, with the end of UNR+& in sight, retrenchment in activities
conszquentl 'ces@ary, and the truonsfer of UNRi4 Head :uarters to paris imminent,
the future of the CTH was reviewed, The P4 & DP Cirectorate stated its requirementa
to bg firat of all thae Ccompletion of the work of the records brarch, including child
tracing; &nd, secondly, mass tracing through newspapers and radio in order that
information so obtuined could Pe passed to the NTH, The arrangsment finally

ddopted was that of decentralising to the zonal tracing bureaux individual and child
tracing, while retaining in irolsen & central records office and mass tracing, Thie
ylan went into effect in February 1947, and UNRR« under took to continue the opsration

ntil the ceseation of UNRNA operations om 3% Juae of that year.

L, ESTABLISHUENT UF rdg INDLANATIUNAL TR.CING SEaVICE

2. During the First Part of the First Session of the Preparatory Commiseion of
the International Refugee Organization im February 1947, the ixecutive Secretary
Pas instructed "to procesd to the study of the special problem raised by the con-
tinuation of the activities of the CTB after 30 June 1947 and te put forward all

(eceasary plans on this subject in connection with the entry intc operation of the

RQ",

°. In May of thne B&mé year the Preparatory Commission further exaimed the

usation and, "conviaced of the Supreme importange of the tracing of miseing persons"

®50lved "to ensure the continuation of traciong setivities 0y means of an [nter-
tiocnal Precing Bureau, taking, into comsideration...” that 138 "scheme would be
losely modelled °n the proposals of the Conference of National racing Bureaux

)
]
-

Pld in Bruesels on 15 September 1946". These propx
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