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any Germsni Ffictims of Nazi Perseacution. accordingly, the central head=
uarters o ' Was estsblished at \rolsen, Germany, togethor with the
Head unart
< in January 1947, with the end of UNR+& in sight, retrenchment in activities
conszquentl 'ces@ary, and the truonsfer of UNRi4 Head :uarters to paris imminent,
the future of the CTH was reviewed, The P4 & DP Cirectorate stated its requirementa
to bg firat of all thae Ccompletion of the work of the records brarch, including child
tracing; &nd, secondly, mass tracing through newspapers and radio in order that
information so obtuined could Pe passed to the NTH, The arrangsment finally

ddopted was that of decentralising to the zonal tracing bureaux individual and child
tracing, while retaining in irolsen & central records office and mass tracing, Thie
ylan went into effect in February 1947, and UNRR« under took to continue the opsration

ntil the ceseation of UNRNA operations om 3% Juae of that year.

L, ESTABLISHUENT UF rdg INDLANATIUNAL TR.CING SEaVICE

2. During the First Part of the First Session of the Preparatory Commiseion of
the International Refugee Organization im February 1947, the ixecutive Secretary
Pas instructed "to procesd to the study of the special problem raised by the con-
tinuation of the activities of the CTB after 30 June 1947 and te put forward all

(eceasary plans on this subject in connection with the entry intc operation of the

RQ",

°. In May of thne B&mé year the Preparatory Commission further exaimed the

usation and, "conviaced of the Supreme importange of the tracing of miseing persons"

®50lved "to ensure the continuation of traciong setivities 0y means of an [nter-
tiocnal Precing Bureau, taking, into comsideration...” that 138 "scheme would be
losely modelled °n the proposals of the Conference of National racing Bureaux

)
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Pld in Bruesels on 15 September 1946". These propx
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a Suropean scale of the activities already orgunised by the CTH in Germany had
also ootuined ithe support of the recent Conference of the Nutionul I'racing
Bureaux held in Prague on 3} March 1947, AS & comsequence, the UNRi. CIB was
taken over by FCIRO as from 1 July 1947. 48 recommended by the :ixecutive
SBegretary, the mctivities of the CIS were to be centered on three main functions;
(1) collective search,
(2) formation of a library and catalogue,
(3) trucing on an international scale, N

while the ANTH were to continue the imdivid.al tracing of their respective nationals

and the CIS was to be responsible for co-ordinating the work of the NTE.

1l. In isplementing the resolution just mentioned, the ixecutive Secretary
enlisted the nelp of the ICRC and re-uested the secondment of their senior

tracing expert, Mr. Maurice Thudichum. This was agreed and & report prepared
which was presented to the Preparstory Commission im CUctober 1947, The Executive
secretary was then directed to convert into an International Tracing Service "the
present Central Tracing Bureau, its staff, facilities and functions... aund to
extend the mandate of the 1f3 to include as far as possiole the trucing of all
non~-Cerman natlionuls, and of such Gersan nationals me would be eligivle under

the Constitution of 170, who have disappesred by reescn of the iar".

12, 4ll interested .overnments whether or not member of the Preparatory
Commission, as well a«8 voluntary societies engaged in trscing work, were to be
invited to realute their trucimg activities to the work of the IS5 and arrange-

ments were to be made for the exchunye of basic trucing information,
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15. Int untries were to be notified that, in view of the non-perasanent
charucter of the IRV, the i[5 could continue to function for & maximum of two or
thrge years and would, during that period, so organise its work as to muke
reasiole the turning over to some more long-term body such tracing functions &s
remisined incomplete as the conclusion of ite own activities.

14, MNegotintions were to begin with the occupstion authorities for the amulgama-
tion and full subordination of the zonal trecing buresux to the IIS, as well as

for arrangements for the collections of necessary documents held by the military
,uthorities or otherwise to be found in the occupational areas; and for suitable

arrsngements whereby the headquarters might ressipn in Cermany.

15. Cp 1 January 1948, under the direction of Mr. Thudichum, the Internstional
Traeing Service came into belny, At this point there were two =zaujor jobs to Dbe
done1 co-ordination of international tracing sctivities, and re-orgarnisation and
re-sliznment of the former CIB snd sonal bureaux. Contacts were made with sll
the countries primarily interested im tracinmg. Lisison officers froa Frunce,
Belgium, Metherlands, Italy and Luxembourg, who had previously been attached to
the CTB, were transferred to the IT§ headruarters, «nd logistical support was
given them. (It is to be noted that the ITS held two international tracing

conferences in airclsen inm 1948 and 1949).

15. 4gresment was then obtained from the United Stutes military authorities for
the 15 hemd uarters to remein in arolsen. This eentrul head uarters was to be
responsible for all policy planking, liaison with NTB and tracing agencies, and
the direction and supervision of sonal field offices. iere was to De centrealized
individual trecing sctivities; mmas trocing; and the processing, distributicn and

preservation of doguments received from other mgencies or ccollected ian the field,

17. i1t was decided to set up 1T8 zonal divisions in ths iritieh and Jnited States
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gones of Germsny 0 act as central agenmts for collecting materiul in their
respeative arsus and undertuke tresecing on individual cases s rejuested by

head uarters, tach zone was divided into & gertain number of areas with tracling

gearch teams attuached,

18, Im the British Zone, the 1S division came iato being in March 1948 and was
satablished at Uoettingen. This entailed closing down «nd taking over the
records of the 55th sritish Search Bureau (the holding unit of the Contrel
Comsission for Cermany), which has been in existence gince August 1947 and was

the last successor of the original szomal bureau,

19. 1In the United 3tates Zone, the former UNRRA mad PCIHO United Statea sonal

tracing bureaw was tuken over on 1 npril 1948 and finally set up at Esslingen.

20. In the French Zone, sinece tracing sgtivities had always been conducted by
the Fremch military authorities at Rastatt, this arrangessnt was continued ou a
basis of close collaborution with the ITS. In Berlim the originel CTE Liaison
Office, situated in the United States Jeetor, was absorbed by the IT5S and
continued as a collecting and distributing office for the three VYestern sectors,

48 well os msintaining lialson with the Soviet Sedtor and Soviet Zome.

2l. The year 1948, therefore, represented the first part of what can be called
& three-year plan. It was a period of re-organisation, consolidation and

¢0~ordination, eatuiling comsiderable re-e uipsent in terms of personnel anmnd

Baterials,

2. The year of grestest harvest was 1949, dearch plans were in full swing und
the processi, ef documente wae accelerated, resulting in the largest numder of
Poslitive re 2@ ever recorded. Full co-operation existed between the 175 and

agencies; the maxinum assisptande was afforded by the cecupying
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authorities; and Cerman officials in genmeral understeod the work of the ITS and

were helpful,

23, 4lso during this year the expanded Child Searech Progruane was launshed by the
125, Ite mandele was to find and identify the maximus number of displaced
ohildren in the msinimum amount of tiwe, s well as to locate the relatives of
these children. fae method adopted to achieve this task in Germany was knomm as

the Limited degistration FPlan, which is deseribed later im this paper.

b, ACCUMPLIUNMENTS,

2k, Although it was mecessary to begia as eurly as 1949 plamning for the eventuwal
transfer of the 1TS to some other bedy, the volume of work im progress remuined
uRdiminished until the epring of 19%; and even despite the surtailments that

finally became umavoidable the most important setivities have been comtinued.

£5. apart from, and io additien to, the ascomplishments of the UHRAA CTDH and (
agencies workimg with it, which were considerable, the accomplishaents of the |
173 during the three-year period eading 31 December 195, greutly comtributed teo
by the work of the various lisison offices attashed to the ITS, are most
impressive, The most noteworthy of these accoaplishmenis .md the methods by
which they were ashieved are the following:

ecting sa oce
26. .ilready by the ond of 1947 a vast accusulation of meterial had deen collected
by the CTH and sonal tracing buresux and was iam course of progessing. sost of
this material hud been mssesbled ss a result of the military directives issued ia
1946, which re-uired the Gersuns to report aund return records conserning UN

nationals, though it was found that such reportiag was often extresely inaccurate

and incomplete, In order, therefore, to ensure a thorough documents search and
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