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‘A well recognized institution”

Jean-Luc Blondel, Director of the International Tracing Service
(ITS), Bad Arolsen
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Jean-Luc Blondel,
Director of the ITS and
ICRC delegate.

Picture to the left: Letter
of the ICRC accepting the
management of the ITS
and speech by Adenauer
on the occasion of the
signing ceremony of the
Bonn treaties in 1955,

As it withdraws from the direction of the International Tracing
Service, the ICRC thus leaves an institution offering many services
to the survivors of the Second World War and their families, the
research community, educational institutions and — more generally

- to all interested publics.

This brochure presents the reflections of the personalities speaking

at the farewell ceremony of 29 November 2012 and simultaneously
offers a broader view on the main activities of the ITS as they have
developed over the years and will continue in the near future

under a new leadership.




"Respect for the past
and responsibility toward
the future”

Peter Maurer, President of the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC), Geneva

“I should appreciate it if the International
Commuittee of the Red Cross would declare
its willingness to assume the management
and administration of the International

Tracing Service.”
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The ITS directors
appointed by the ICRC

 July 1955 ) June 1970 Nicolas R. Burckhardt
July 1970 - 31 ember 19 Albert de Cocatrix
| January 1978 )ctober 1985 Philipp Ztger
1 November 2 June 200¢ Charles-Claude Biedermann
ptember 200 Toni Pfanner
Septen 14 December 2006 Jean-Luc Blondel
December 2008 Reto Meister

012 Jean-Luc Blondel
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“h remains valid today in other situ

Picture to the left: Among the DPs
were also unaccompanied children
- the search for relatives and the
reunion of families were important
tasks after the end of the war.

Picture: The ITS archives in 1952.
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" the ITS is an institution at the service
of humankind. It has archives, but those

archives are human ... .”
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“An institution
renowned
throughout the
world”

Greeting by Bernd Neumann, Minister

of State for C and the Media, Berlin

“This work must be honoured,

continued, and intensified.”



‘A unique
memorial site to
the victims of a
horrendous past”

‘ Thomas Buergenthal, Contem porary Witness and Pr

‘ Comparative Law and Jurisprudence at the George Washingtc

University, Washington D.C.
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in Bad Arolsen. She b

y of her friends told

e | remained until my mother found

locuments detailing her search for me can be found

ved that | was alive, even though

>r that | could not possibly have survived

v children did — but she persisted. Similar stories abound in

1any others not. Here | think in particular

ose children were not as lucky as |

= in Bad Arolsen then is a sacred remembrance

of the Holocaust and of other Nazi atrocities.

of the suffering of those who survived

elds. While for some these files contain documents

nly academic and historical value, for us, the survivors

of the victims, they are a vast and unique me-

rial site to the victims of a horrendous past. That is why these

are so precious to us. Here is our hallowed ground.

s must be preserved and protected forever to

orld to remember and to honor the victims of the

terrible crimes that the Nazi regime committed. They must also be

maintained a

accessibl

to remind the peoples of

ion to guard against leaders who would

em to commit similar crimes.

t not for t nerations




scale. The human mind is simply not able to grasp this terrible
truth: a nation transformed into a killing machine programmed

to destroy millions of innocent human beings for no reason other
than that they were different. These files tell the story, not only in
terms of the numbers of the victims; they are also a testament to
the suffering of each individual human being who perished on tha
orders of the Nazi regime. They also tell the story of the suffering

which all of us who survived were subjected.

That is why | am almost tempted to express my gratitude

faceless scribes who had to maintain these files and to the p

makers of the regime who ordered them to be ¢ compiled

i all,
without realizing it, they preserved the evic dence that these heinous
i crimes were in fact committed. Of course, that was n 0t the |

| regimes intention; its purpose was proper bookkeeping, heartless

E in its orderliness and precision: after all,"“Ordnung muss sein” That

i

urge, that insane € urge to maintain orc

all to see is proof, if one were needed, of the

ler trumped all other conside-
rations. Here then, for

depravity of its leaders and the regime’s willing executioners

Let us not i(J'iﬁ]C‘l‘ hc

vever, that these files tell us only a part of the

peak and cannot speak of the replaceable

with the murder of millions

of child mple, before the world was ever able to benefit
from their unique ents! We will the

re never know how many
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“ . Above all, we must never forget that the
documents on deposit here in Bad Arolsen
are a sacred memorial held in trust to honor
the memories of the millioris of victims of the

Holocaust and other Nazi atrocities.”




sen, and | still remember that

that many among them were Catholic priests, 1

religious denominations, and Jehovah's witne

I more brutally than we.
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mai ey will be free to engage in re 1
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"Humanity's ancestral
inheritance”

Jennifer L. Rodgers, Ph.D Candidate, University of Pennsylvania, (
Philadelphia t

“This is a service dedicated to millions of i

dictatorship and intolerance and to tt

dead and the living, men and women, adults and childrer , Jews 3
and gentiles, we serve all nationalities, the Germans, the Czechs i
the Dutch, the Poles, we serve concentration camp victims reqard- t

less whether they were social democrats, liberals, communists or 1

gypsies. We serve — period!”

Hugh Elbot, the American director of the International Tracing I

Service, celebrated the agency's nev

—_—

words in August of 1952. From its origi

and London, through the Cold War to the pres
provided humanitarian aid and information services to a broad

spectrum of individuals, governments and institution

Picture: The ITS staff in the early years und nagement of the Allied L

High Commission. In the background t

ved as [TS

arracks that se

uarters until a new main building was er




The tracing service receives

plic access to its archiv

espread efforts to res
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almost 30 years. The extended inaccessibility and the International

Committee of tt "desire to opera

the public eye have obsc
the reopening of the archives tc 1as given
scholars the opportunity to examine the tracing service’s institu

$ ~ | ( 1 r 4 r -
tional recordads, ana nsec

ently expand their studies to corollary

archival collections in North America > and Israel? These

initial studies demonstrate the significant impact that control over
the agency —"humanity’s ances ce”as it was called in

1980 — had on post-war politics, society and culture

owing European

Var. The United States

ssed already in 1942 the need for an

possible, reunite individuals missing

) ‘ f the In Europe, several discreet organizations in-
ling the British Red Cross Society, the United Nations Relief and

Rehabilitation Agency (UNRRA), and Intergovernmental Committee

Picture: The



ITS Director
Nicolas R. Burckhardt

Bernd Joachim Zimmer, Historian, Bad Arolsen

Nicolas R. Burckhardt (1909-2003) joined the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross rather accidently: to pursue his interest

in distant countries, a friend and university lecturer suggested he
contact the ICRC. Although his first attempt failed because a peac:
treaty had been reached in the designated region of deployment,
he was remembered and employed temporarily for a few weeks
after the outbreak of the Civil War in Spain. The employment turne:
out to last 33 years.

Between 1940 and 1942 he gained crucial experience in the
Central Tracing Agency for Prisoners of War in Geneva, which woul
prepare him for his future tasks in Arolsen. His next assignment

led him to London where he established important contacts with
exile governments. After the war he led the ICRC delegation inthe
British occupation zone, and from 1948 he became a member of
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the delegation for West Germany. Missions in Pakistan, India, Korea
and Vietnam followed.
il On suggestion of the ICRC president he accepted the newly estab-
lished pesition of [TS director in June 1955. Fifteen years later, in
h 1970, he teft Arolsen and returned to his parental home in Basel. He |
he eceived the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany for f;

i his achievements at the [TS.

en because it was roughly

occupation and had intact infra-

, like many relief cies with an interim mandate,

terminated its operations as planned in 1947, amid allegations
of mismanagement of the tracing bureau. These two factors cast
t onto the continuation of the operations. However, the Allies

jed the impor e agency for the international

centralized disparate local, national and international tracing efforts

and r ablished t tral Tracing Bureau as the International

Tracir rvice.




The reorganization and change in administration significantly
impacted the agency's mandate, effectively repurposing it to r'
serve broader political agendas. It ended Soviet participation in €
operations due to Moscow's unwillingness to recognize the IRO, a t
circumstance that had previously excluded International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross participation in the Central Trac ing Bureau. 1
Moreover, it resulted in American dominance in policy formation (
and increased collaboration with German authorities at a crucial
juncture in the Cold War, thereby exacerbating growing tensions
between the humanitarian mandate and the political agendas of I
Western governments. These factors shaped the organization's (
path in the following decades.

»As a former prisoner of the concentration
camp Buchenwald I politely request you to
take note of the following: I came with the
last transport from the camp Skarrzysko
Kamienna (Poland) to Sulejow. We stayed
there for four weeks and were then deported

to Buchenwald ...~

Picture above and quote: Personal
letter of a former concentration
camp prisoner to the ITS asking for a
certificate of incarceration in October
1949,

Picture to the right: Buchenwald
prisoners after their liberation by
the US Army.







Picture above: The International Tracing Service

organizations before the ICRC took over.

Picture to the right: Guided tour through the [TS archives ir




Council of Europe takeover of operations, and the nationality of
/e the future director compelled the West German request to the

Red Cross to administrate the agency. The scheme also allowed

the Federal Republic to fulfil its war burden of guaranteeing the
continuation of the ITS. It also presented the ICRC, according to the
Israeli Foreign Office, a means by which to deal with an “internal
crisis” over its future and role “in present world conditions! Earlier
concerns over the organization's neutral and universal mandate
dissipated, as Geneva assured Washington uncontested owner-

3 ship and access to the archive, and to continue policies of limiting

ry information exchanges with Moscow and its allies.* This solution

ptable to all parties and the Bonn Accords transferred

proved acce

the ITS to the administration of the International Committee of
1S the Red Cross on May 5, 1955, under the control of an eight nation

International Commission.

Owing to the longstanding view that the ITS was a relic of immedi-
ate post-war relief efforts and thus an interim organization, the

r- Bonn Accords stipulated quinquennial review of operations and
the question of the agency’s ultimate fate. In 1960, the govern-
ments of the International Commission, including new member
Greece, agreed to extend the Bonn Accords without amendment
because of the continued need for access to the archive for West

German indemnification programs. At this stage, the International




ated the West German y

following multi

The ratification of international indemnification |
a distinct shift in the work of the traci
Certification of compens:
activity, but as the politica
changed, it took on new acti

rmation exchanges continu
Euro ountries, especially Poland. Ho

began providing

A look into the inquiries

The tasks of the ITS have changed over the decades as reflected

in the inquiries that reached the institution, While the reunion of
families was most important in the early post-war years, later on
requests for certificates of incarceration and forced labour came to
the fore. '




ators in the Nazi l(—‘(.llfﬂ'c‘::

ation of West ( nan President Heinrich

broad operations justified its

r, the International C ission and
“ould reach no consensus on the extension
e of discord over Yugoslavia's
application to the Commission and the expected termination
of indemnification payments in approximately 1968. After three
f operating without any legal framework, in 1968 the ICRC
of the International Commission accepted an

nt to the jinal agreements that indefinitely extended

Inquiries from left to right:
A personal tracing request from France in 1948. A young man and his mother ]
went missing. The letter is explaining the stages of their persecution as far as ]
known. i
AR oﬂ{czeﬁ request from New York in December 1948 of which a copy was also
sentito the IT5. The Central Location Index asked for support in tracing the
three children of Rabbi Chaim Blumenkranc.
: _negatwe response in 1962, the ITS could send a certificate of incar-
ceratlen in Auschwitz to a young woman because of an entry found in the
*x-1ay reports three years later,
- A handwritten inquiry by a former prisoner of the concentration camp Gross
Rosen who asked for a certificate to claim compensation in 1975.
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International efforts finally succ

archive in 20
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