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This Report iz dedicated to all

the thousands of still missing Jews.
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We attempted, but could not find —

don’t believe it!

We did not attempt, but we found

don’t believe it!

We attempted and found

Believe it!

{an ancient Hebrew ]nm\:'r}:l
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PN T BUQ B G T 1100

The week after liberation in Europe, the
roads were teeming with displaced persons, refugees and peoples
of all nationalities. They were all going somewhere.

In the heart and mind of the Jew was only
one thought: “Where can I find a trace of my mother, my wife, my
child, or any other surviving relative or acquaintance.”

The story of Deutsches Museum in Munich
has been told hundreds of times. This first transient camp became
the background in the initial attemps to locate relatives. It is the
story of how a Jew wrote his name on a corner of a huge wall there;
soon there were thousands of names for all to see and perhaps to
discover that some beloved one had passed by recently.

The work has not changed basically since
those first days. A very important part of our activities has been
the finding and re-uniting of families, and the record of achievement
of the Berlin AJDC Tracing Office has made us proud of our chance
to play a role in this work.

It is of significance that Mr. Larry Lubetsky,
one of the survivors, set up, organized and directed the entire
tracing operations in this area. That one of the people is responsible
for this accomplishment and for this report, is a goal in itself. We
have the additional responsibility to continue our activities until

the last case has been closed, and the last Jew has found his home.

JOSEPH FINK
Direktor, Berlin,
AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
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F]mre were once over 16000000 Jews in
the world. The largest Jewish population wasin Europe, with9310200
persons, followed by America, Africa, Australia and Asia. The
best of European Jewry was killed during the twelve years of nazi
rule in Germany. Some 6000000 were victims of super race
brutalities in such notorious special “Institutions for Research on
the Jewish Question” as Auschwitz, Dachau, Buchenwald and
Sachsenhausen.

Over 150 concentration camps considered
a4s main concentration camps were within the area of pre-Hitler
Germany. Hundreds of additional labor camps, P. W.-camps and
similar nazi installations were operated in Germany, Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Belgium, Holland. Denmark, France, Poland. the
Baltic States and other European countries invaded by Adolf Hitler.

The beginning of this third Reich forced
thousands of Jews out of Germany. Many left this volcano before
it was to late and emigrated to new countries overseas and on the
continent. Some joined their relatives abroad. others looked for
any place where labor was available and persecution little known.
Those people were safe who reached the USA, Australia. England.
Canada and South Ameriea; but others who remained on the con-
-linent were recaptured by the nazis when the latter occupied most

European eountries.

Our brethren spent years in- coneentrition
camps, in hiding; living ‘without ‘any ration cards, changing their
names and addresses because the Gestapo was constantly behind
them. Many were thousands of miles from honie — the Eastern
‘Jews in camps in Germany, the German Jews in camps in the
Slavic countries. Families: were broken up. each member not
knowing if the others were alive, and if so, where they were
located.
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On May 8th 1945, when the official surren-
der of Germany was declared, the Allied Forces not only had te
render first aid, but efforts had to be made to bring families
together again, to get mail through and to move people back to
their homes, if their homes still existed. Into this picture, along

with the armies, came the American Joint Distribution Committee.

The Eastern deportees, far from their
homes, were assembled in Displaced Persons Camps which, with
their barbed wire, barracks and guards, were hardly distinguishable
from concentration camps. Army screening and Repatriation
Teams, together with UNRRA field workers, attempted to distin-
guish between the legitimate victims of fascism and imposters, and

to return all who desired to their original homes.

Meanwhile German Jews came out of hiding,
returned from concentration camps, registered and reestablished
themselves within their old communities) A premium came to be atta-
ched to being Jewish, and many collaborators and even non-German
SS officers represented themselves as deported Allied nationals and
Jews. Both the Army and UNRRA, therefore, in dealing with Jews,
came to rely heavily on the AJDC, not only for the material aid
it was providing, but for the distinctive abilities of their staff in
distinguishing and dealing with the surviving Jews.

It was because of this almost hopeless mixup
of Jews and non-Jews, and of Jews from different parts of Europe,
together with the uncertainty of each as to the whereabouts of the
rest of his family, and the eagerness of all to find out which of
their family had survived, that the need for a Search and Tracing
Office arose. Though there were almost no records on hand at the
beginning, an effort had to he made to find out where each man’s
relatives had fled in their wanderings, and which of them remained
alive. Only with such facts determined could those Jews in Europe
know where there might be a home to which they could now

travel, and only thus could those away from Europe re-establish

communication with their family, and channel their aid and relief.
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BERLIN
AS A CENTER OF OPERATIONS

Bm‘lim with a total pre-war population
of approximately 4000000, at one time had over 200000 Jews.
1t was thus the largest Jewish Community in Germany. More impor-
tant than this, however, was its significance as a center of communi:
cation. It was the capital of the nazi government and focal point
for most organizations in Germany. All executions and deportations
were ordered from this city. Under the occupation it became even
more important from the search and tracing standpoint. As an
island in the Russian Zone, it was not only the sole point from
which communication could be initiated with the cities of Eastern
Germany, such as Leipzig, Dresden, Chemnitz and Erfurt, but it
was the only point from which one might attempt to establish
contact with what had been the huge Jewish Communities of
Poland, Lithuania and even Russia.

The Ameriean Joint Distribution Committee
started its official operations in Berlin on November 10th. 1945.
Mr. Philip Skorneck came to Berlin on October 15th and began
preparations for relief work., Berlin, which is governed by the Four
Big Powers — United States, France, Britain and USSR — is divided
into four sectors. The City of Berlin, as stated previously, is within
the  Russian \Zone of Germany. Although no difficulties were
encountered by the AJDG in acting within th US sector; a special
vequest_hat to be placed through UNRRA with the Allied Kom:
mandatura to receive permission for activities in the Russian sector.
One of the main reasons for this special permission was that the
Jewish community house and most of the Jewish institutions were
located in the Russian sector. The Tracing Office had to be at
all times in close contact with the Berlin Jewish Community
(Gemeinde), The Commanding General US Sector of Berlin.

Maj. Gen. Barker, granted special approval to the AJDC tracing
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activities outside of Berlin, because the systems employed by our
Tracing Office were different from those systems used by UNRRA

and the Army Repatriation Teams.
The actual search and tracing work started

earlier than the official beginning of AJDC activities. The
writer left the 80th US Division in Czechoslovakia and came to
Berlin in September 1945. Very soon the meed for a search and
tracing center was recognized, and a small room was set aside at the
Jewish Chaplain’s office in Berlin, operated by the writer and two
American Jewish soldiers. The work consisted mainly of trans-
mitting mail. Soldiers of different nationalities and German Jews
brought an average of 300 letters a day to be sent to relatives abroad
or to survivors in Germany. In this very office we occasionally saw
German Jewish fathers meeting their sons as British or American
officers. The mail received by the Jewish Chaplain’s office was in
most cases a request for tracing and not only for the City of Berlin,
but for Poland, Hungary, Austria, Lithuania, and other countries.
The two American soldiers were still attached to their units and
could not devote as much time as they would have liked to tracing,
but they spent all their time off sitting through nights with the
writer sorting, bundling and dispatching mail to the USA, England,
France and Palestine.

Very soon the amount of mail became so
large that it could not be handled on this basis. We sought the help
of the Berlin Jewish Community (Gemeinde) which had started
to reorganize. The mail was transferred to the AJDC building at
Berlin-Zehlendorf, Kronprinzenallee 247, where on September
17th, 1945 the Tracing Office started to werk as a separate unit
under the writer of this.

14










BEGINNING
OF BERLIN AJDC TRACING OFFICE

Nu search and tracing could be started
unless one knew how many survivors of the Berlin Jewish Commu-
nity had returned to Berlin and one had a list of their names and
addresses. The Berlin Jewish Community registered all of its
members who returned from concentration camps or from hiding.
Inquiries came not only for those who survived, but also for the tens
of thousands of deported whose fate was unknown. As mentioned
previously, the mail received contained tracing requests for other
European countries now liberated by the Allied Forees, and also
tracing requests filed by surviving Jews in Germany for their
relatives abroad. A complete list of the Berlin Jewish Community
had to be prepared not only for our information, to indicate who
was surviving in Berlin, but also to show who was to be serviced
by us.

All aspects of AJDC activity were carried
out through the Community, since it was the governing hody for the
Berlin German Jews. Compilations of the Berlin Jewish Community
showed only 7822 members, out of which only 1778 were returned
concentration camp prisoners. According to their statistics a total
of 50535 persons were deported from Berlin of which 5100 sur-
vived the camps or lived in hiding. These are numbers which
cannot be very well corroborated since some returned and settled
in other communities in Germany and others emigrated to countries
abroad. At one time the AJDC Tracing Office registered 1963
Jews in the US sector, 2868 in the Russian sector, 2229 in the
British sector and 762 in the French sector.

With such complete lists our activities star-
ted. First, copies of lists prepared for us by the Gemeinde were
dispatched to major cities in practically every country in the world.
Immediately, thereafter, inquiries concerning former Berlin resi-

dents came pouring into this office.




Our staff consisted of three persons. Since
no Reichspost (German Mail) was permitted, the whole correspon-
dence was carried out either through the APO or through special
couriers, UNRRA had a wide net of communication within the
British, French and US Zones; approximately 500 UNRRA Teams
operated in all Western Zones, The AJDC Berlin office covered
not only the Berlin City, but also the whole Russian Zone of Ger-
many. Without a single team within the Russian Zone we started
to reorganize the Jewish Communities there. At the same time
anti-Jewish hostilities in Poland forced many of the Jewish sur-
vivors to flee Poland and adjacent territories to seek safety in what
was known as a haven for refugees: The US sector of Berlin and
the US Zone of Germany. Thus, in additicn to the 7000— 8000
Berlin Jews on hand, the Berlin AJDC scon had to service approxi-
mately 3000 Polish infilirees packed into transient homes and small
camps in Berlin. These Polish infiltrees were registered, but very
soon most of them were on their way 1o the US Zone and were
replaced by others who had come into Berlin.

On November 21st, Mr. Skorneck dispatched
his first letter from Berlin to the AJDC Headquarters. This was
his first cry for help asking for food, clothing and medical supplies.
These were the chief items needed for the almost starving Berlin
Jewish population and those escaping pogroms in Poland. In his
first letter he mentioned the organized search office which already
then had dispatched several thousand packages and letters to
survivors here in Berlin and to known recipients abroad.

Needless to say, the first supplies and
material aid were most important, but the possibility of communi-
cating with relatives abroad and of learning the fate of thousands
of deported was of equal importance to the few survivors.

Most of the Berlin police precinets and
registration bureans were bombed out and 80 % of the wartime
records were destroyed or hidden in territories outside of our

jurisdiction. However, through registration at the Berlin Jewish

Congregation we established an index not only of those who




returned from concentration camps and those who lived in hiding,
but also obtained exact data on half-Jews who lived with their
non-Jewish spouses throughout the war in Berlin and were not
admitted into the Community. Such complete listings almost

eliminated possibilities of not locating surviving Berlin Jews.

Partial view of the Berlin AJIDC Tl‘al:iul_'_ Office

In building up our search and tracing
activity we at the same time rendered “emergency assistance” e. g.
hundreds of cables were dispatched to old addresses known to our
inquirers and an attempt was made to establish prompt contaets
with relatives abroad. Regular tracing applications were dispatched
almost every day. We were sorry to note that by the time replies
to these “emergency inquiries” were received by our cooperating
agencies, many of our inquirers were on their way to whe western
zones. It became most essential to learn of all transports leaving
Berlin. Many left Berlin on their own and to keep control of all such
movements, we looked to cooperating AJDC committees and other
agencies throughout the world with whose assistance we could keep

our indexes up to-date.
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EXPANSION
OF THE TRACING OFFICE

c(‘ ith the entry of Mr. Eli Rock and

Mr. Henry Levy as director and associate director, respectively
into the Berlin AJDC office in February 1946 the need for an
organized Tracing Office was recognized. The Search and Tracing
Department was moved from a tiny room it occupied on the second
floor into a more spacious one. Additional workers were hired and
office equipment and furniture was requisitioned. The staff
consisted of the writer. 5 German Jewish people and one voluntary
worker. Approximately 40 requests were received daily from people
residing in Berlin and additional inquiries arrived by mail and
cable from all over the world. By the 1st of July 1946 25000
individual cases had been handled and no decrease in activities
was apparent. Flowing into the department were requests from
other AJDC offices as well as from other organizations scattered
across the globe. The Central Tracing Bureau of UNRRA sent
hundreds of old requests for information and investigation to the
Berlin AJDC office. Similarly, requests made by members of the
Berlin Jewish Gemeinde and by displaced Jews in search of rela-
tives in other parts of the world were channeled through this
section,

The main tracing object remained, however,
to determine the fate of thousands of Berlin Jews unknown hereto-
fore. With a constant pressure for current information this office
achieved not only a 100% complete list of surviving Berlin Jews,
but through cooperation with the German police and German
registration offices, has even learned of some the Berlin Jewish
residents not listed as Gemeinde members (Jews living outside of
camps and not members of the community as well as half-Jews of
protestant faith are registered in our index for an eventual tracing

request).
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An excellent relationship was established
with the Public Safety Branch of the US Office of Military Govern-
ment for Berlin, through which intensive searches were worked
out with the German police in all four sectors of the city. Thanks
to Mr. Max Helvarg, one of the Berlin AJDC Directors. close con-
tact was established with the Jewish Gemeindes in the Russian
Zone. Lists where compiled from records of various concentration
:amps in this area (Saxony, Mecklenburyg, Brandenburg, Thurin-
gia). As there were no UNRRA teams or welfare agencies within
the Russian Zone of Germany. the Berlin AJDC Tracing Office
actually provided a bridge between the outside world and the Soviet
occupied territory. Lists of survivors sent by various Jewish
Gemeindes in the Russian Zone to this office provided us with
current information on Jews residing in that area. Contacts were
made with Leipzig, Dresden, Chemnitz. Erfurt, Schwerin. Magde-
burg and Halle. In this way information which otherwise would
not be available was put into constant use and with surprisingly
good results.

Since the area in which our office was to
operate was not clearly defined, we attempted to communicate with
territories occupied by the Polish Army in Breslau, Gleiwitz and
other cities in Pomerania and Upper Silesia. The remnants of
former large Jewish communities there now had no way of com-
municating with the world. Contacts were made by this office
with the Polish Military Mission in Berlin in an attempt to obtain
channels for search in these formerly German, now Polish-oceupied
territories. Aectivities in the Polish-oceupied part of Germany were
unpleasant until we began to correspond and communicate with
the Polish police through the Polish Mission. Our correspondence
was carried on only in the Polish language. We were offered every
cooperation, but since the areas concerned were in a very peculiar
state, this last arrangement and the whole actis ity in these Polish
territories was not fully reliable. It served its purpose in some

degree at the time when thousands of Polish Jews fled their home

country for the US Zone and the city of Berlin. It was also helpful




to us during the time we handled 29 tracing applications for people

of the Kielcze town four days after the pogrom. When our Warsaw

AJDC office in cooperation with the Jewish Communities th roughout

Poland also took control of these Pomeranian and Silesian terri-
tories, all tracing requests for the mentioned areas were forwarded

to the AIDC in Warsaw.







MASS-
INFILTRATION OF POLISH JEWS

The early summer months in 1946 offered

a good opportunity for the terrorized Polish Jews to flee their
homes. Hundreds of infiltrees came to Berlin daily and so the
number here increased. All of these people were interested in the
location of their relatives abroad or in Germany. Many of them
had not had any contact with friends and relatives since 1939,
others had communicated with them before being evacuated by
the Soviets to deep Siberia in 1941 and had destroyed their notes
when crossing the border. Mothers were looking for their
children who left Poland a few weeks earlier with children
transports and allegedly lived in a Kibutz in Bavaria. From the
other end. people in America, Palestine, England and elsewhere,
having learned of the post-war persecution of Jews in Poland and
of their mass exodus, contacted our office to inguire as to whether
their relatives, who were originally from a small town in Poland,
had arrived at Berlin.

From a little more than 2000 Polish in-
filtrees at the beginning of June 1946 in Berlin, the number grew
to 8000 by the end of July 1946. The well known pogrom of
Kieleze and similar riots gave reason to this mass flight. These
infiltrees brought horrible stories from Poland one of which is
recorded in this report. (see Appendix II1) The brutal murdering
by the Polish national groups reminded one of the treatment given
by the Ukrainian SS and German Gestapo. By the end of Septem-
ber 1946 10000 Polish refugees were in Berlin. The army found
itself forced to open a second camp and to give the DPs a chance
to leave the US sector and enter the US Zone. Transports were
arranged by UNRRA. People were sent on a selective basis and

first consideration was given to those who alreadv had relatives in

the US Zone of Germany.




The search offices in both UNRRA camps
were run by several persons who worked in a chaotic manner, QOur
job was to help them and to file tracing requests for almost every
second infiltree. The work was made very difficult because the

camp-lists of new arrivals and departures could not be relied upon.

Ty

Each Tracing Request is being checked against

Previous Registrations

From 100—130 letters were dispatched
daily by this office during the month of June and July 1946, These
included reports on our investigations and our own inquiries sent
to other AJDC and cooperating offices. A close cooperation is main-
tained with the Jewish Agency for Palestine, the South African
Board of Deputies, United Jewish Relief Agencies of Canada, and

other organizations in practically every country here on the




continent and abroad. These 130 letters a day did not include
the additional mimeographed forms which were sent out instrue-
ting the inquirer of the proper procedure in filing applications.
The total numbers of dispatched letters and inquiries for June
and July 1946 alone amounted to 10466. These letters covered
some 25 000 names including persons sought, found. inquiring and
represented in our closed and active cases.

lm:mnin;.: tracing requests at a rate of
approximately 90 a day were received from all over the world
totalling to some 5300 for June and July 1946 alone. The number
of inter-office tracing communications and telephone calls sent
with the transmission of mail to Displaced Persons and Berlin
Jews here would increase the daily number of tracing requests
greatly. Our statistics show that for the month of June and July
1946 the total number of received correspondence items was
6000. This rough figure on incoming communications, of course.
represents not only incoming new tracing requests, but also
communications on old cases already pending in our files.

Tracing requests filed for infiltrees in our
area were dispatched in the usual way directly to our cooperating
committees. Before replies were ever received, some of our
inquirers were gone and had filed new appliceations in Belsen,
Munich and other DP camps in the Western Zones of Germany.
It was our job and still is to search for the inquirer and to transmit
the results of our investigations. Would the registration at the time
of infiltration be on an organized level and all departures from
Berlin within the official UNRRA transportation system, such
difficulties could be spared. However, thousands left Berlin because
of the unbearable conditions in the Berlin camps at that time
without notifying anybody or bothering to give us any hint as to
their illegal trip through the Russian Zone.

The large amount of tracing requests from
Polish Jews received by our office here in Berlin is a result of the
general mass flight out of Poland. Since Berlin was one of the
main centers for infiltration, relatives of Polish Jews abroad thought
to find their dear ones here, though they may have also checked

in Austria and Czechoslovakia,
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THE DEPORTATION INDEX

In tracing missing Jews in Berlin, handling
approximately 75 cases daily (including personal visits and corre-
spondence) many investigations had to be made on the spot. Inter-
views with neighbours, former employees and acquaintances etc. had
to be conducted before any satisfactory report could be dispatched.
At the same time specially assigned persons in constant contact with
the writer were conducting investigations throughout German
magistrate installations in the hope of finding hidden documents
pertaining to the fate of deported and missing Jews. It was known
that the Gestapo (nazi secret state police) kept complete lists of
the Jews deported and exterminated. on the basis of which Jewish
properties were confiscated and turned over to the finance section

of the nazi government.

In May 1946 we discovered this long sought
source of information. In the basement of the Berlin Magistrate
Finance Division the writer found cards and original Gestapo docu-
ments on deported Berlin Jews. The Gestapo transport lists were
cent to the Finance Division accompanied by a letter ordering the
Finance Division to confiscate the properties of the listed because
of their deportation on such and such a date to the one or another
concentration camp. By comparing an almost complete alphabetical
card index of all Jewish properties confiscated with the data in the
deportation list we compiled an index of some 80000 cards
containing approximately 130000 names. We met a very coopera-
tive person, Mr. Schweig, who is appointed by the Allied Komman-
datura as a custodian of Jewish properties conliscated by the nazi-
government. When approximately 60 % of these documents were
checked, Mr. Levy of the Berlin AJDC and the writer of this took
this very important matter up with Major C. C. Bond, Chief of the
US Public Safety Section Berlin Sector. We met the kindest

cooperation and in a day or two an official consent from the




American and British Public Safety Divisions for the copying and
transcription of these doeuments was obtained.

The original cards and Gestapo lists remained
in the possession of the Finance Division located in the British
sector and supervised by the mentioned Mr. Schweig. Eleven
additional workers were hired and a complete new index was
prepared and became our Deportation Index. By comparing all
documents available and checking references and cases our cards
contained the following details:

Name, first name, maiden name, date of birth, place of birth,
last known address, occupation, family members, date of
deportation, number of transport, destination of transport
and file number of his “property case”, which gave us even
more details.

Immediately after this new source of infor-
mation was brought to our office, we took the matter up with the
custodian of Jewish properties and discussed the possibility of
similar documents eventually hidden in other Finance Divisions
throughout Germany. At the time of this writing an index of
1400 Brandenburg Jews is being prepared for us by the German
magistrate of Potsdam and will be shipped to this office. Similar
requests were placed with other Finance Divisions in the Russian
Zone. We, as an American reliel agency. could not officially place
such requests with magistrate offices in the Russian Zone. The
custodian of the Jewish properties in Berlin, however, is still trying
to obtain additional documents for our search and tracing purpose.

The deportation index became the only
source of important information on deportees from Berlin whose
fate was heretofore unknown. During the last month of 1946 and
at the beginning of 1947 many cases which had been considered
as closed were re-opened and compared with the information
contained in the new index. Consequently the fate of persons
heretofore unknown was conelusively established in that it became

known on which transports they had been deported and to which

camp they were eventually sent. Our information became so valuable
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that the German eourts, which had begun to issue death declarations
for missing persons, began to solicit our assistance for death
declarations requested by relatives of the deportees. The very
same index also acquires significance as a source of information on
confiscated Jewish properties.

Comparing the cards of our Deportation Index with the
discovered Gestapo Lists

During 1947 we noticed that the deportation
index acquired more importance each day. 2776 new cases were
opened in the fall of 1946 alone. The cases contain some 6000 —
7000 names. Until that time the Berlin Jewish Gemeinde. which
also was carrying out some kind of search and tracing activity, was
forwarding hundreds of original letters addressed to the Gemeinde
for our action. Hundreds of letters which were kept at the Berlin
Jewish Gemeinde for 12 — 15 months, were passed on to this office
after our discovery was made public. The overwhelming number
of old tracing requests in our possession and the unwillingness of
the Berlin Gemeinde to cooperate or even to assist us, forced us to

hire additional personnel and to work extra hours.




Our first attempts' to transfer the tracing
activities were made in January, February and March 1947. Tt was
hoped that at least personal interviews and dispatch of tracing
forms would be taken over hy the Gemeinde. We have found. much
to our disappointment, that the Berlin Jewish Gemeinde has shown
lack of ability in accepting the responsibility for tracing activities
and has manifested very little comprehension. as regarding the scope
and extensiveness of the tracing job. They have resisted the addi-
tional work despite repeating assurances that they could assume
the job. Tracing requests which we were waiting to turn over to
them began to accumulate in our office. With the realization that
the Gemeinde could not bhe depended upon. we were forced to

resume work on this backlog.

Immediately after the deportation index was
actually placed in our office, press releases were made and articles
carrying its story appeared in the press throughout the world.*
The information obtained from this deportation index was the only
clue to thousands of unsolved cases. Among our inquirers as of the
date of that discovery were organizations and agencies of practically
every country in the world. The War Department in Washington,
members of Congress, the Army. the Allied Property Sections and
individuals throughout the world tried to find a clue to the fate of

relatives through our office.

The number of tracing requests handled
during the first few months after November 1946 reached 22 000 —
25 000 names per month. The fate of 5442 persons was established
in December 1946 alone and accordingly information was passed
on to the inquirers. By the end of 1946 13 680 persons were found
and the fate of 28269 reported to inquirers. Letters as to the
deportation data of Berlin Jews began to be accepted as basic doecu-
ments for death declarations by the German courts, and it was of
great importance that such letters be given only to Jews and people

representing Jewish interests. Death declarations were and are the

# See Appendix IV.










basic documentary proof for property restitutions and to insure
that heirless Jewish properties remain within the custody of the ‘
Jewish Gemeindes., strict control on outgoing information was

maintained at all times.
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Our knowledge and information on al-
most all Jews deported from Berlin and the exact figures of all
transports dispatched resulted in our survey of all concentration
camp survivors returned to Berlin and other parts of Germany.
The result of this survey was that we maintain a file of concen-
tration camp survivors reporting about their tramsport and life
during the imprisonment. (See appendix I and II) In many
instances we possess reports of people who are the sole survivors
of large deportations. This file is of importance to us since we
often can piece together information submitted by the inquirer

and reports obtained from the survivors.

Through one of our special investigators,
Mr. Kaiser, we learned in the beginning of 1946 that a number of
Jewish documents and files pertaining to Jewish deportations was
still hidden in caves in the Kyffhiiuser mountains in Thuringia.
Mr. Kaiser worked during the war for the Berlin Jewish Gemeinde
and was forced by the nazis to transport several complete Jewish
card indexes to the KyfThiiuser area where he was ordered to burn
them. Instead Mr. Kaiser hid as many documents as he could and
escaped. His special investigation in the Kyffhiuser mountains
disclosed that a complete 4000000 Polish Jewry index, a German
Jewish card index, a set of 140000 cards on the Dutch Jewry and
several more documents were still laying in the basement of a
castle in Bad Frankenhausen and in some caves of the Kyffhiuser
meountains.

A detailled report was immediately sub-
mitted to the Berlin UNRRA Field Director, Mr. Doughty, wherein
it was requested that the Allied Kommandatura gives assistance
to Mr. Kaiser in obtaining an official pass from the Russians to
travel to Erfurt for these documents. Although our request was

approved by UNRRA and by the Public Safety Division it was




e ————

impossible to overcome the red tape necessary to obtain such a pass.
The Jewish Gemeinde and the Victims of Faseism Organizations
could have gotten these documents out without any special per-
miseion, since they were organizations recognized by the Russian
Kommandatura, but the Berlin Jewish Gemeinde was less interested
than expected.

As the result of thiz uncooperative and
irresponsible attitude we resolved to obtain these documents on
our own. By the time, Mr. Kaiser got into the Russian Zone and
was all set to transport the documents, however, most of these were
destroyed by a group of Russian soldiers which was assigned to
clean out the basement of the Bad Frankenhausen castle and to
open a veneral disease hospital for the Russian soldiers. By order
of a Soviet Army Medical Officer documentary proof of mnazi
deportation and killed Jews was destroyed. Tronically enough this
particular officer happened to be a Jew. The only documents that
survived were those hidden in one of the caves. These represented
140 000 Dutch Jewish names deported from Holland and whose
properties were confiscated by the nazi government and Dutch
collaborators. In March 1947 eleven cases packed with decuments
arrived in Berlin and were scnll on to Holland.

In March 1947 69 German Jews were re-
patriated to Berlin from Russian internment camps in Karaganda,
Interviews have been held with these people and informatory
articles passed on to the JDC cooperating committees and public
relation offices. A complete list of the entire Karaganda group was
dispatched to our New York office, to agencies in England and
other countries.

During July 1947 a survey of mental hospi-
tals in Berlin and the Russian Zone was made and 17 cases. 15 of
which were known to the Gemeinde, were registered. By comparing
the names with our location index one tracing request for one of
the registered by the JDC was found.

After the assumption of the Berlin AJDC

directorship by Mr. Joseph Fink in August 1947, further attempts




were made to transfer our tracing activities to the Berlin Jewish
Gemeinde. Because of reasons stated in earlier paragraphs we
failed again and resumed responsibility for tracing. The need for
a more organized tracing coordination in Berlin was recognized
and after some discussions between Mr. Fink and the Berlin TRO
Team Director Mr. Fishbein, both tracing offices at the Berlin-
Schlachtensee and Berlin-Mariendorf DP Camps became part of
our tracing organization. At the time of this writing tracing requests
are being filed by the camp inmates at the JDC tracing sub-sections
in the camps on our forms and sent via this office to countries
abroad. Replies for individuals in the eamps are being routed

trough this organization.

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Lubetsky discussing a general report on one of the
concentration camps

Our card index bearing all names of sur-
viving Berlin Jews has been completed. This index also includes
non-Jewish spouses of mixed marriages, Jews of non-Jewish faith
(a peculiar group in Germany) and dissidents. We also have the

names of persons who died since the end of war or who left Berlin




for countries abroad. A list of all people buried at the Jewish
cemeteries in Berlin since 1938 was compiled by the cemetery
officials for our use. Thus a check of our deportation index can
be made to establish whether some of the listed as suicides corre-
spond with the information contained in the cemetery listings.
Such an index gives us steady information on the present *“Jewish
Population” in Berlin. There are approximately 7800 Jews and
3000 others connected with the Jewish community or persecuted
during the nazi regime. An additional 15000 cards give us the
picture on DPg in our area.

Our index of Jews within the Russian Zone
was also completed and corrected during May — June 1947.

A very important new discovery of the
Berlin AJDC are documents a'HJif.'t'l‘Hirlg Allied soldiers who were
killed by the nazi army during the war while heing prisoners of
war in Germany. These cards were turned over to the Allied

Military Missions here in Berlin.
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CE hen. in March 1947, the Paris AJDC
Office started to survey all location service offices, we submitted
a short report of our activities. Below i an extract of our report,

dated March 13th, 1947, which is of general interest:

"The Berlin AJDC is located in the capital of
Germany, where the four major powers and the
United Nations military missions are repre-
sented. This in itself, without further basis,
leads organizations and individuals the world
over to assume that the AJDC Berlin office is at
the helm of all search and tracing informations
for missing persons. Of course, this is an er-
roneous conception since our records are con-
cerned only with our own area and in fact, we
have no records on persons sought who lived
outside that area.

The Berlin AJDC Location Service is carried on
by a separate tracing office which employes
seven local civilian employees, six of whom are
paid, full-time workers, and one, who is a
voluntary worker. 0f these seven workers, three
are engaged in handling correspondence in Eng-
lish, German, French, Polish, Yiddish and other
languages; two are occupied with the filing
system, and two in the index section. Qur files
consist of full lists of the present Jewish Ge-
meindes in Berlin and the Russian Zone of Ger-
many, the registration lists of the UNRRA Dis-
placed Persons Camps in our area and a Gestapo
deportation index’of 130 000 index cards on
Jews deported from Berlin.

Since the discovery of the deportation index,
more inguiries have been received since January
1947 for people deported from Berlin, so that
the total number of incoming tracing requests
has inereased. In many instances, however,
cases which had previously been conclusively
closed as far back as February 1946, were
reopened by us in order to reply Lo new corre-
spondence sent to us by the original inguirers,
who, having only recently received the publi-
city releases on the deportation index, hoped
that we might be able to provide more and dif-
ferent information an their old search requests.
However, the publicity releases had come
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through only recently whereas we had actually
been working with the index long before the timt
of the press releases, and all such information
as was sent to the inguirers, was done so after
checking these lists. Naturally, the inquirers
are not in a position to realize these facts.

.

A. Tracing requests for people last heard of iwu
Berlin are handled in the following manner:
1. List of present members of tlie Jewish Ge-
meinde is checked.
2. Investigations with the Berlin police
precinets in question is instituted.
3. Bestapo deportation 1list is checked.

Correct l‘“lling and Hrgi.-itral'lull results many locations

B. Tracing reguests for people within the Displa-
ced Persons Camps, or for persons who left
Poland on their way to Berlin, are handled in
the following manner:

1. Registrar of the UNREA Displaced FPersons
Camps is contacted.

2. Check with Berlin police precincts is
made, (since some Displaced Persons are
living in the community, but are not re-
gistered with the Berlin Gemeinde).

C. Tracing requests for persons last known to be
in the present Russian %one of Germany are
handled as follows:
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1. Lists of Jiidische Gemeinde in question
are checked.
2. Correspondence with the police and the

Birgermeister of area in question is car-
ried on." '

The number of tracing requests filed by individuals here in Germany
for their relatives in the United States, England, Palestine ete.
has slightly decreased probably due to the fact that some of the
survivors who had relatives abroad, have since been re-united with
their families or at least have established direct communication
with them.

Since many surviving Polish Jews moved
from East to West almost daily during the last months of 1946,
the Central Location Index has set a deadline for old tracing
requests. All tracing requests for people in the United States filed
before November 1st, 1946 were to be repeated and the tracing
continued. Quite a percentage of tracing requests for the United
States filed by individuals in our area has been eliminated.
However, we went on repeating them when our individual inquirers
asked for it. Tracing requests for countries abroad are generally
not channelled through any “central” offices, but sent directly to
our cooperating committees in the countries concerned. All tracing

requests for USA are sent to the Central Location Index.

The AJDC European Executive Council in
Paris operates a location service section which coordinates all
tracing activities of the AJDC throughout Europe. The Berlin
Office, with its location within the Russian Zone has never received
any clear instructions as to the area which it is to cover. It has
resolved to assume responsibility for tracing in Berlin and all of
the Russian Zone, however, since it is the major Jewish relief
agency in Berlin and the only Jewish relief agency engaged in
tracing in the Russian Zone. Our complete index of Berlin deported
Jews, our index of Berlin Jews residing in the city and displaced
persons in our camps as well as the complete index of surviving
Jews in the Russian Zone gave us a clear picture as to who lived in

this aréa and could be serviced by our organization.
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At the time of this writing current informa-
tion is being received from the Russian Zone, the Berlin camps and
the Berlin Gemeinde. We register each infiltree entering or leaving
Berlin. Gradually our work has become more and more organized.
Each tracing application filed by an individual living in Berlin or
in the Russian Zone is checked against our index to determine
whether he belonged to a Jewish community or was an infiltree in

our area.

Tracing requests filed locally by people not
of the mentioned categories are refused. Applications filed by
people abroad are worked on only if the missing persons are Jewish
residents of Berlin or of the territories now known as the Russian
Zone of Germany. This is the same principle according to which
the Joint distributes food and clothing. There are, however, many
non-Jews searching for friends abroad or for people last known
in Germany. Some of them actually had helped refugees to get out
of Germany or wanted to know, whether they managed to establish
themselves abroad. Others were business friends of Jewish de-
portees, but hundreds of non-Jews also had Jewish properties in
their possessions and just wanted to have the definite proof, “AJDC
form”, that the former Jewish owners of the held properties did
not survive. The plan was to obtain a death declaration and to
establish personal profit. The determination of whether the tracing
request for a Jew deported to unknown destination is meant for
good purposes or not, is not the job of the AJDC Tracing Office.
The Berlin Gemeinde decides and files an application if it finds
it worthwile. No tracing requests for people abroad are filed for
individuals who do not belong to the Gemeinde, are not victims

of Fascism or Displaced Persons.

Very close cooperation is maintained with
the Property Restitution Office which is a sub-section of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine and the Joint Distribution Committee. In-
formation is constantly taken from our deportation index for

property restitution purposes.
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Results of interviews and investigations are being discussed
before further steps are taken
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Upon discovery of the carlier deseribed de-
portation index world-wide publicity placed us in a spot light
which made people believe that this office could fulfill unbelievable
tasks. It seemed at a time that we were considered a central tracing
office and only through great efforts and constant corrections of
this misconeeption have we managed to stay as we are, a Berlin
AJDC Tracing Office.

One of our main headaches during April
1947 was the checking of hundreds of very old tracing forms which
were sent in to this office by the Central Tracing Bureau of
UNRRA. OIld tracing requests filed by individuals in the United
Kingdom were forwarded via the Foreign Relations Department of
the British Red Cross and the United Kingdom Search Bureau for
Stateless Persons to the UNRRA Central Tracing Bureau in
Arolsen/Germany. Since UNRRA was about to close down. such
CASEs were kvpt at the CTB UNRRA for a ]u'!riud of 12—14 months
and then returned to England with an endorsement advising the
commitlees to communicate with the Berlin AJDC. Such forms
have been received here from England by the pound.

More photostatic copies of Gestapo trans-
port lists were made during April 1947. At the same time circulars
were sent to all Jewish communities and DP camps in Germany
and Austria as well as refugee committees in Switzerland. Sweden.
Czechoslovakia and France requesting that all survivors of concen-
tration camps who have earlier been deported from Berlin, should
report their names and personal data to this office so that a clear
picture could be made as to the factual number of returnees and
survivors. This circular was very effectful.

At the time of this mentioned survey, reports
on transports were requested through weekly advertisements in the
Berlin Jewish press. Samples of such survivors’ reports are included
in this two vears’ report. (See appendix I)

In an earlier paragraph we indicated the

type and group of people we are servicing. It was established that

forms on deportation data are to be given only to vietims of fascism.




Displaced Persons and Jewish residents in Berlin and the Russian
Zone. Of course, all inguirers in countries abroad received the
similar form. However. we refuse such forms to non-Jewish in-
dividuals in Germany and Austria who after obtaining death
declarations may use them against former Jewish property owners.
The Central Tracing Bureau UNRRA (now IR0O) Representative
here in Berlin was notified accordingly and was requested not to
file tracing requests for deported Jews if the individual inquirers
were Germans residing here in Germany. Through a special cir-
cular we have requested such offices to refer the non-Jewish in-
quirer to the nearest Jewish Gemeinde which would determine
whether the tracing request was made out of interest towards the
deported or with the future plan to keep certain Jewish properties
turned over for custody to them from the time of nazi persecution.
We have also requested all cooperating Jewish tracing offices and
communities throughout Germany to check on such cases and to
write to us instead of referring the individual directly to this
office. Although the mentioned TRO Central Tracing Bureau
Representative was fully informed of the above, he kept on filing
tracing requesis for Germans and sending them in to our office.
Some of such forms were returned to the IRO for the reason stated
above. After some antisemitic remarks and expressions made by
the German Red Cross of the British Zone of Germany. every
relationship and correspondence with the German Red Cross in
the British Zone has been broken off.

The general relationship and cooperation
hetween the AJDC and other cooperating agencies is on a high
level. The Central Location Index and the United Service for
New Americans give us the most pleasant cooperation in tracing
people in the USA, The Canadian Jewish Congress, the UJRAC,
and the Jewish Immigrun!. Aid Sm'ic‘.l._\' have imiptad us in many
instances on tracing requests in Canada. Very smooth cooperation
has been established with practically all South American tracing

offices. After some general correspondence back and forth we have

finally established a satisfactory contact with the United Kingdom




Search Bureau for German, Austrian and Stateless Persons in
London, and the European Tracing Office of the World Jewish
Congress. The South African Board of Deputies has proved to
be one of the best tracing offices we have ever worked with. The
Jewish Welfare Societies in Australia and our AJDC office in
Shanghai provide fast service at all times. Needless to say, all
AJDC offices throughout Germany and in Europe generally have
always shown great interest and cooperation.

The Jewish Gemeindes throughout the Rus-
sian Zone, the Berlin Police, the US Public Safety Division as
well as the Polish Authorities have helped us in many instances.
US consulates throughout the world, especially the US Embassy
in Moscow and the American Red Cross in Moscow have been
very helpful. The Jewish Agency for Palestine and the different
gearch and tracing offices in Scandinavia, the Balkan, Czecho-
slovakia and Italy have helped us a lot in obtaining information
on those “behind the iron curtain”. Only with the help of all the
cooperating committees and the real interest of all such agencies
have we achieved such grand resultz: and such deep satisfaction.
Our total number of located persons reaches over 35000 people.
With the help of the discovered deportation index and cooperating
agencies in Czechoslovakia, Poland and other Eastern countries
have we reached 91 700 deportation reports and were able to refer
some 80000 cases to other agencies. ’

With the completion of the first two years

since our inception attempt has been made to compile the total

record of our efforts which iz set forth below as a statistical

summary :










The number of tracing requests is decre-
asing slightly and we hope that one day we will have done our
full job. Our information is of value to all those working on Jewish
property restitution. Starting here without supervision or instruc-
tions, we have reached a peak, thanks to the cooperating attitude
of all welfare agencies concerned. We have found valuable
documents which will not only serve as basic data for tracing and
restitution activities, but constitute a historical document as a
consolidated list of thousands deported and murdered during the

12 years of the third Reich.

Berlin, Dec. 16th, 1947
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Table 1
STATISTICS ON PEOPLE SERVICED BY THE
BERLIN AJDC TRACING OFFICE
(FIRST YEAR)

| i Inquiries | Replis* B
During Month of ) | sent to received sent to
received lc ie {from coop. | 1 g
| |Committees | Copnitgees | Inauirers
Sl-ptt:nlht:r_ 1945 E 900 | 222 39 | 378
October 1945 | 3072 279 72 849
November 1945 | 2946 | 1 446 261 1839
December 1945 e iy . S | jd3ls | 138 2289
From Sept. 1945
until end of 1945 | 10719 . 9262 ‘ 510 5355
January 1946 | 4284 .| 2529 354 2592
February 1946 | 21042 10 851 1281 1218
March 1946 11526 | 6240 1554 1557
April 1946 5901 | 4 680 2526 1278
May 1946 5520 | 9 648 1419 1 260
June 1946 7443 10 401 2592 | 3042
July 1946 8 289 10719 1494 7236
August 1946 | 9387 9333 1542 | 9018
Soptemabor 19464 | 10438 | w8084 | 1566.0(] 8302
From Sept. 1945 |
until .. 1946 94539 | 78597 14841 | 40938 |
* for breakdown of replies dispatched see table 1L
Table 11
NUMBER OF REPLIES SENT TO INQUIRERS
BROKEN DOWN TO:
|  Established | Referrals to
During Month of Locations | fate of person |other agencies and
I (Deportation) negative replies
Septemher 1945 ; 216 _i 72 90
October 1945 [ 378 171 300
November 1945 [ 936 306 | 297
December 1945 [ BTN | LR 21 B aT
From Sept. '1945 |
until end of 1945 | 3021 | = 570 [ 1764
January 1946 1527 | 339 i 726
February 1946 954 69 195
March 1946 . 192 642 | 123
April 1946 543 603 | 132
May 1946 462 486 [ 312
June 1946 {15 grmll 1761 669
July 1946 1086 2 466 3 684
August 1946 1245 4941 2 832
September 1946 | 315 4236 s
From Sept. 1945 [
until  ,, 1946 10 557 16113 14 268
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Table I1I

STATISTICS ON PEOPLE SERVICED BY THE
BERLIN AJDC TRACING OFFICE

(SECOND YEAR)

During Month of

From Sept. 1945
Eefilas ¢ (1946

Oetober 1946
Novemher 1946
December 1946
During 1946
Total:

January 1947
February 1947
March 1947
April 1947
May 1947
June 1947
July 1947
Augnst 1947

S:_tph'!:;ln'r 1947

From Sept. 1946
Sept. 1947
Total

Grand total for the two
Years of Activity

[nguiries Replies™®

. senl Lo received
received C .“ from coop.

ommitlees |~ :
Committees

94 539 78 597 14 841
12 582 10 935 1 896
12 798 6234 1776
12 738 15 231 1458
121938 105 735 19 461
6717 1 245 1107
8 328 996 1 851
4740 1980 1278
3 294 1 734 2 301
4791 1236 2 253
5322 | 1404 1773
5313 639 1617
4920 519 1 707
3795 381 657
85 338 42 534 19 674

179 877 121131 34515

sent to

Inguirers

40 938

8 340
8 442
8238

60 603

8 742
6072
5448
4 305
4 560
3554
4 482
4 434
3 747

70 364

111 302

* for breakdown of replies dispatched see table IV.
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Table IV
NUMBER OF REPLIES SENT TO INQUIRERS
BROKEN DOWN TO:

Established | Referrals 1o
During Month of | Locations fate of person |other agencies and
I {Deportation) | negative replies

From Sept. 1945

until 1946 10 557 16113 i 14 268
October 1946 1113 5742 | 1485
Novemhber 1946 1112 972 6 348
December 1946 888 D 442 1908
During 1946 |

Total: | 10 659 27 699 22 245
January 1947 | gag | 1 890 ' 6 009
February 1947 624 2160 3288
March 1947 207 3 684 1503
April 1947 438 1 899 1968
May 1947 | 558 2766 | 1236
June 1947 | 717 1374 1463
July 1947 | 1239 1698 . 1 545
August 1947 | o048 1812 , 1674
September 1947 750 1533 1 464

! i .

From Sept. 1946

until &= 1947

Total 9537 30 936 29 891

According to the statistics given here, the grand total for the
breakdown of our replies (September 1945—September 1947) is:

20094 47 049 44 159

Through listings compiled by other JDC .and cooperating committee tracing
offices and which we also utilize for our search, additional information was

given to inguirers,

The information was of the following character:
Locations: 15478
Deportations: 44 630
This brings us to a rough total of

35 500 reported locations and 91 700 reported deportations




SEPT.1945-SEPT. 1947
TOTAL RESULTS
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After the discovery of the Deportation Index was made, all Trans-

port Dates were published in the press and survivors of such

transports were requested to give us interviews or detailed infor-

mation on particular questions pertaining to such transports.

See also appendix IIL
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Surviver Reports

a) Transport to Auschwitz (Poland)

In response to our requests for reports on
conditions during the deportation, published in the Berlin Jewish
Gemeinde Publication, we received one letter written by a French
woman. This report was translated into English and German. Here
is what she wrote about the 30th East-Transport, which left Berlin

on February 26th, 1943 and consisted of 532 families (statistics

taken from Gestapo records):

"The 30th East-Transport was directed from Ber-
lin to Auschwitz. The men fitted for work were
sent to Monowitz, the disabled and children
under 16 and men over 50 years to the gas-cham-
hCI‘S.

The same selection was made with regard to
women,., Girls under 18 and women over 45 vears
were likewise sent to the gas-chambers.

The 29th East-Transport was guarantined at Bir-
kepau. Men of the 29th and 30th Transport were
given the priscner numbers beginning with 104.350.
The next transports were directed from Breslau and
Leipzig to Monowitz. Prisoners of these trans-
ports were given the prisoner serial munbers
running between 104.400 and 107.000.

I do not recall any other survivers of this trans-
port.”

b) Transport to Theresienstadt (mear Prague)

Some of the deported to Terezin (Theresien-
stadt) survived, but most of the old-aged persons sent to this camp,

were sent on to Auschwitz for mass-killing.

One of the survivors reports:

"The transports I/83-1/85 were assembled at Berlin
N.0., Gerlachstrasse, each transport consisting
of 100 men, mainly old people, bearers of World
War I decorations and half-Jews. These trans-
ports were sent from there straight to the
conceutration camp Theresienstadt.
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Transports I/86-1/88 which likewise consisted of
300 men of the above mentioned category were dis-
patched from Gerlachstrasse a fortnight later and
arrived at Theresienstadt at the very end of
1943.

When we arrived, we learned that on the same
day a large number of people (approximately
5000. Ed.) were sent to the East. Among them
were the transports I/83-I/85.

I lived in Terezin for more than two years and
on October 28th, 1944 was sent with the last
transport to the concentration camp Auschwitz.
Dr. Epstein (chairman of the former "Reichs-
vereinigung® Ed.) and his wife joined transport
1/85."

Another surviver reports:

"T belonged to the transport which on April 19th,
1943 was directed from Berlin to Theresien-
stadt. Although it was a so-called "0ld aged
Transport", a number of the deportees were ap-
proximately 40 years old. The transport con-
sisted of men and women, but even married
couples were not allowed to stay together. Se-
lected in the prison of Berlin-Schulstrasse, we
were crowded 12 women and 9 men in one room.
Already in May 1943, i. e. one month after

our arrival in Theresienstadt, 11 women and

men from our transport were sent on with a
fdeath"-transport to Auschwitz, among them even
some half-Jewish people.

Below find names I still remember: cccsssssssss”
(Names ineluded in our location index for even=-
tual information. Because of technical diffi-
culties that may arise, these have been deleted
from this publication. Ed.)

¢) IL,—III. East-Transport of October 27th, 1941 to Lodz (Litz-
mannstadt) Poland:

"0On October 27th, 1941 I was arrested in my flat
and brought to the synagoge at Levetzowstirasse
and kept there until October 29th.

On Detober 29th the transport was routed to the
Grunewald freight station.

After the identity cards were marked: "On October
1941 evacuated from Berlin to Litzmannstadt", we
were loaded into box-cars and the doors were
locked. They were not opened until the train
arrived at Lodz. After 24 hours we arrived at
the freight station "Ghetto Litzmannstadt”.
Being beaten with rifle-butts by the German police
we had to get out and march off. This was our march
into the Lodz Ghetto.
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We were selected and "billetted"” in Reiter-
sirasse 11 and Hohenberger Str. 70 (names of
Streets in Poland changed by the Occupation
Commanders. Ed.).

After approximately 4 months 75% of the transport
had to move again to an unknown destination.

I remained. A great number of people had al-
ready died from starvation before this move was
begun.

In February 1944 I was arrested at the Ghetto and
sent with a transport of workmen to Czestochowa,
where I worked for the firm G. E. Reinhardt. In
August 1944 I was transported from there teo
Buchenwald. (near Weimar, Ed.)

The 2nd Berlin Transport (to which my brother be-
longed) was placed in quarters of a suburb
within the Ghetto at Marysin, Ul. Stasica 25,
and had a far greater number of death-cases,
because they lived in much worse conditions,
than we did.

They were also evacuated again, but shortly be-
fore, they had a contagious disease in the camp
and were guarantined.

Witnesses, who were able to escape, reported to
me that the Ghetto was liguidated in June-July
1944 and that all were transported to Auschwitz.
There are only a few surviving Lodz-Ghetto in-
mates. I have hardly ever found old-aged per-
sons from the Lodz-Ghetto as survivors."
Submitted on January 1, 1946.

d) Children Transport on September 19th, 1942 to Riga/ Latvia

"In response to your request, I hasten to give
you information on the Riga Transport of Sep-
tember 19th 1942: Arrests were made by the
Gestapo, beginning September 16th, 1942. The
transport was assembled at the synagogue at
Berlin-Levetzowstrasse on September 19th. Ap-
proximately 1500 persons were loaded into
freightears at the freightstation Berlin Futt-
litzstrasse. Although the destination was not
revealed, rumors were spread that the destina-
tion was Riga or Reval. The transport was
guarded by SD (Sicherheitsdienst)!). Of the
1500 persons about 500 were children. Appa-
rently, more children were planned for this
deportation, and this transport was therefore
known as the "Childrens Transport",

The trip was a terrifying one, with bad sani-
tary conditions and no water facilities. The
transport passed East-Germany towards East-

'} Security Police,
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Prussia. The names of the stations were noticed
by the deportees: Wirballen, Eydtkuhnen in
East-Prussia, Kauen and Schaulen in Lithuania.
After the station Mitau in Latvia was passed,
we arrived on the night of September 23rd at
the Shirotava freightstation in Riga. Between

5 and 6 a. m., everybody was unlcaded. The box
cars were surrounded by German and Latvian 55,
who fired shots into the deportees. All the
luggage was loaded into confiscated Polis

Army trucks and shipped elsewhere.

Mechanics, electricians and auto specialists
were selected from the group and sent to an
unknown destination. Oberscharfiihrer Schie-
mann and Sturmscharfihrer Pickard were in
charge of these selections. 3 persons were dis-
patched to an unknown camp as a separate group.
I was among those taken with the mechanics.

80 craftsmen were sent to Ilgezim and Salaspils,
where, after accomplishing a destignated task,
they were killed. The rest o our transport was
sent to Duenamuendel). After staying for some-
time at Duenamuende, the surviving group of
1200 people was sent to the Pisznaker forest,
where they were massacred by the Latvian and
Germans 55. The execution was carried out with
machine guns.

The few mechanics, including myself, were sent
to the motor-pool of the Sicherheitsdienst in
Rupniers-iela, in Riga. The information about
the execution of our fellow-deportees was given
to us by a few German drivers who repaired
their trucks in our motor-pool and knew a

great deal about mass-executions?).

I am the only survivor of this whole trans-
port.®

signed H. C. K.

In comparing the information submitted by Mr. K. with the Gestapo

lists in our possession, we found Mr. K. to be the only surviver of

') ship docks and similar working areas.

peEs ; : :
) Several names of those killed by the S5 in the motor pool were given by
the survivor. The names added into our index.
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The following are a few cases which were dealt with by this depart-
ment. Since tens of thousands of our cases usually ended in mass
executions, we have taken for this appendix a few outstandig ones.

All names mentioned herein are fictitions,
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THE CASE OF BRUNO JOACHIM KATZ

r. Semi Katz, a member of the Berlin
Jewish Gemeinde, was interviewed at our office on February 20th,
1946, and was informed of his sister’s address. Mr. K. was originally
sought in Stettin, his home town. After Stettin became part of the
Polish occupied territory, he came to Berlin. The tracing request
reached us through our Paris office, and reports of his survival
were immediately dispatched.

During the interview, Mr. K. requested our
help in finding his son Bruno Joachim, born in 1922, who had left
Stettin for the United States at the age of 14 and who was being
taken care of by persons unknown to the father. The parents had
planned to join their son, but this plan was interrupted by the War.

We started our investigation for Bruno
Joachim with very meager information. We learned, however, that
he lived for a time at Kew Gardens with a man named Darlington,
but no personal data, nor any other personalities could be provided
by the father. After several letters were sent to different JDC
Committees, we contacted Mr. Darlington and sent him a long cable.
Mr. Darlington cabled back the address of the teacher of the high-
school which Bruno Joachim had attended. We communicated with
this teacher who helped us to obtain Bruno Joachim’s US Army -
draft number. We also learned through this teacher that after
Bruno Joachim’s graduation from highschool he attended special
courses for radio technicians, after which he obtained a good

position in New Jersey. Through further investigation with the War
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Department we learned that Bruno Joachim was a member of the

US Army, and we were able to write to him through his former

unit which was stationed at Nuremberg/Germany, but failed to

receive any response. By further correspondence with the War

Department, we learned of T/5 Bruno Joachim Katz’ death on

; May 26th.1945. Bruno Joachim fomght in [rance, Belgium,

Holland and Germany. He was a radio technician in his company.

Just before he went into the Army, he married a gschool mate. We

contacted her and she communcated with Bruno Joachim’s father,
i mother and sister who survived the war by hiding.

At the end of hestilities, Bruno Joachim and

his lientenant were placed in charge of several villages.

He received permission to go to Stettin to search for his

parents. On the way to Stettin near Ludwigslust the jeep

in which they were riding slipped on the wet road, failed
< h}(i'- ,, to make a curve and crashed against a tree. The accident
F "~ ocecured only 200—300 miles from his home town Stettin.

Through this office, Mr. and Mrs. Katz recei-
’ ved permission to visit their son’s grave at the US Military Cemetery
at Margraten/Holland, located 10 miles West of Aachen/Germany.
The parents brought a photograph from Margraten, displaying a
| white star of David on the grave of their son, whom they had net

seen since he was 14 years old.

THE CASE OF ERNA PODHOLZER

It llnppr:ns very often that sheer luck

| assists us in our investigations,
| The above named was in constant tears and
wanted to be contacted with her brothers in the United States, While

, she was filling out the usual tracing forms in our office, we were

; sorting out letters to be checked and distributed by the proper case




workers for further action. Among the letters we found a slip sent
to us by one Sergeant Walton, who asked us, on behalf of Walter
Lesheim of New York City, te search for Lesheim’s sister, known
to have been deported from Koenigsbherg/East Prussia to Theresien-
stadt. The name of the sister was Mrs. Erna Podholzer, ' née
Lesheim. Mrs, P. was very astonished when we tock her form away.

tore it up and instead, handed her the aformentioned letter.

This case was a mere coincidence.

THE CASE OF BORIS JAKOR

A tracing request from Palestine filed by
a Mrs. O., née Jakob for Boris Jakob was received in the beginning
of May 1946. Our investigation disclosed that Boris J. had been
deported with his whole family to an unknown destination in the
East on February 19th, 1942. There were a few survivors from this
29th East-Transport, but they were not in a position to give us any
information on the above named. At the same time the National
Refugees Service in New York City filed a tracing request for
Boris Jakob and his family who were reported to have resided under
the assumed name of “Schmidt”. They gave us their exact address.
The same National Refugee Service also informed us that the
Jakob family had planned to leave Germany for Sweden and that
all their papers had been cleared for emigration. This was done by
the Swedish Legation before the War, but the Jakob family did not

succeed in leaving Germany.

After some investigation among the neigh-
bors at the address given to us, we learned that the Jakob family
was not deported, but was in Berlin late in June 1945 carrying
documents under the assumed name of Schmidt. The information
in the deportation index appeared because the Jakob family was
scheduled to be deported on that date. Checking the official Gestapo

listings, we saw their names crossed out and marked with several
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question marks, Apparently the Gestapo officials were not entirely
sure about the sudden disappearance of the Jakob family.
Persons named Schmidt are very common!
in Germany. At the time of our investigation difficulties
were encountered and the press and radio could not be used for

tracing purposes. We then continued to chek the in-

_formation that the Jakob family had been seen in June 1945 in

Berlin-Wannsee. In one of the Berlin-Wannsee hospitals we learned
that a Swedish nurse had left Berlin for Stockholm. She was a
representative of the Swedish War Help and a member of the
Swedish Underground Activity in Germany. After we had finally
succeeded in obtaining her address, we cabled to Stockholm and
learned that the “Schmidt”family was deported to an internment
camp in Krasnogorsk/Soviet Union.

Our communication to the Swedish Govern-
ment and to the different Swedish organizations engaged in relief
work during the war did not bring us any closer. We learned that
when the Russians had entered Wannsee, Mr. Jakob told them his

story and requested permission to resume his real name, and

" pleaded with the Russian Military Government in Wannsee to let

him and his family go to Sweden. Instead, Mr. J., his wife and
daughter were put into jail. They were deported to the Soviet
Union under suspicion of being either spies or “refugees from
the East”.

On August 26th, 1946, a pale and under-
nourished old man with his wife and daughter who were barefooted
and tired, entered our office. He showed us a slip of paper which
said in Russian: “Boris Jakob, his wife Trude and daughter Sara
are permitted to go to Berlin. All Security Police guards are
requested to let them pass.”

Cables were immediately dispatched to his
relatives. Clothing, food, shelter and medical treatment were given
to them by the JDC.

However, to complete this story we want to
inform our readers that the Swedish Consulate supplied Mr. J. and

76




— -

his famliy with forged papers because they were prospective emi-
grants. The Jakob-Schmidt family succeeded to survive the Battle
of Berlin and after the Russians had taken Berlin, the Swedish
Consulate tried to get them to Sweden via Moscow. The request of
the Swedish Consulate was approved by the Russian Kommandatura
and a transport of neutrals and allied citizens was sent to Moscow,

from which point they were to continue their journey to Sweden.

When this transport reached Moscow those
aboard the train were suspected of being a group of fleeing fascists
and all these allied nationals, including the Jakob-Schmidt family,
were put into the Krasnogorsk internment camp. The Jakob-
Schmidt family was treated exceptionally bad, as the Russian
Security Police had learned that they were travelling under an
assumed name. They could not believe that there were Jews alive
in Germany. After several months of suffering, hard labor and
torture, and after the allied consulates had used pressure on the
Moscow officials, the whole group was released. Mrs. Jakob had
typhoid when she reached Berlin. Their faces reminded us of

those we had seen in Dachau, Buchenwald and Belsen, in May 1945.

THE CASE OF PETER FUCHS

A cooperating relief agency in England
requested us to obtain a birth certificate for a little boy who was
freed from Theresienstadt and brought to England. The boy, Peter
Fuchs, was about to be adopted by an American family and was all
set to leave. However, no official papers could be gotten unless
documentary evidence was provided as to his exact date and place

of birth, and other particulars.

Seemingly the red tape in emigration offices
did not recognize the fact that personal data or documents

of surviving concentration camp prisoners could not be obtained,
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because cities were wiped out during the War and millions of very
valunable documents were lost.

Something had to be done about this little
hoy. It was known that after his parents were deported, he was
kept in a children’s home. On February 19th, 1943 the child was
found by the German Police, sitting on one of the benches in the
Tiergarten in Berlin. After it was established that the child was
Jewish, they brought him to a children’s home.

While comparing notes with the Jewish
Gemeinde lists and our deportation index we established the exact
date of birth of Peter who was born on October 22nd. 1942. The
lists of the Tiergarten police precinct were checked, and we learned
of several people deported on the 19th of March 1943 from the
Tiergarten area. Among them was a family consisting of a couple
and their son. The Gestapo arrest-documents showed that the child
had disappeared. It was through this very police precinet that the
exact date of deportation and personal data of the Fuchs family
were established. Through the registration office we obtained a
copy of the birth certificate and passed it on to England.

The parents of Peter did not return from
their deportation to Auschwitz.

THE CASE OF ARTHUR BLANK

=

rl he Chief Rabbi’s Religious Emergency
Council in L. requested our assistance in tracing Mr. Arthur B.
who was a judge in the Russian Sector of Berlin and who disappe-
ared on January 20th, 1946, according to information sent by his
wife, Mrs. B., to her brother-in-law in Pittsburg. After checking
with the police we found that Mr. B. had been arrested by a special
order of the Russian Security Police. We invited Mrs. B., who
lived in the Russian Sector for an interview. We learned that

Mr. B., a well-known lawyer, who had been in the Concentration

" . . AT s . 1
Camp, was given a job by the Board of “Victims of Fascism’ as a




presiding judge in the Russian Sector of Berlin. Shortly before
his arrest by 3 people in civilian clothes (but with Russian military
boots) he had sentenced two people to five years prison as thieves
and black market operators. Mr. B. and his wife were threatened
with arrest by a high ranking German Police official working in
the Russian Sector and holding an important post. This police-

official had worked for the Nazi Security Police during the War.

We checked with the German Police in the
US Sector, and found this German Police official to be a shady
character with an established bad reputation. This police official
and the two individuals caught redhanded and sentenced to jail,
were employed by the Russian Security Police and were on duty
in the British Sector. The British on the other hand, had contacted
Judge B. in connection with the Black Market activities and since
the two persons arrested lived in the Russian Sector, they were
brought to court there. The Russian Security Police believing that
Mr. Arthur B. was working against them, arrested and deported
him to an unknown destination. As previously mentioned, this

occurred on January 20th, 1946.

The case is under investigation by the Allied
Kommandatura and Military Governments here since the beginning

of 1946. However, no results have as yet been obtained.

THE CASE OF JOSEF BERLOWICZ

At the time when thousands of Jews were
fleeing the mass pogroms in Poland, we received a tracing request
for Josef Berlowicz, a resident of Kielce, Although our letters to
the Polish Military Mission were answered, no results could be
obtained through official Polish representatives. A member of the
Czestochowa Jewish Community visited Berlin, and we asked him

to see to it that our repeated letters be given the necessary attention.
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About four weeks later, one of the fleeing
Jews from Poland brought us a report of the Czestochowa investi-
gation, and also a few documentary photographs which are
appended hereto.

Just before the pogroms started in Kielee,
Josef Berlowicz and his family resolved to leave town. They hired
a Polish truck which was supposed to bring them to larger Jewish
communities, from where they hoped to be able to reach the US
Zone of Germany.

The night before their departure, and after
they bade their neighbors farewell, several members of the Polish
A. K. Movement entered their house at Piratziego 4, robbed them
of their possessions (some 30000 Zlotys) forced them out of their
house. They threatened to shoot the Berlowicz family, if they did
not pay an additional 10000 Zlotys. Janka Berlowicz, a relative
of Josef, ran to a neighbor and brought back 7000 Zlotys. The
Poles took the money, but shot the family anyhow.

Some 80 Polish armed bandits surrounded
a section of the town, occupied the post and police offices and

participated in the robbery and killing of several more families.

The Polish driver of the Berlowicz family
and one of the neighbors whe happened to talk to him were

shot too.
The attached photographs were taken by

the Polish authorities.

THE CASE OF HANS MILLER

We are fortunate to have cases like the
one of Hans Miller which are most gratifying and rewarding to
our workers,

Hans left Germany for England on a

children’s sightseeing transport at the age of 10. His parents who
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were in Berlin agreed that he remains in England. He lived in
a children’s home and studied at a good school. The boy was 17
when the War broke out. These teen-age boys were evacuated to
Canada and placed in internment camps because of their German
nationality. The above information was already known to us, since
it was supplied by the inquirer. The father of Hans M. did not
know the exact address of the internment camp in Canada, nor,
when he was sent out to England. The search for Hans M. started
in December 1946. The exact address and information as to his
present whereabouts were given to his father in February 1947.
In March, we were visited by a tall, smiling Canadian soldier and
his father, who, with a strong British accent, said: “You have

done a fine job.”
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includes some of the notices which appeared in the press in connec-
tion with the disclosure of the Berlin Gestapo Deportation Index.
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A few Thank-you Letters
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AJDC Suchabteilung
erlin-fehlendorf-Hest

Fehr geehrte Herren,

f'm Besitze Ihres fir mich so wichtigen Schre
anke ich Ihnen herzlich filr Thre grosse Milhe
ann voller Freude mitteilen, dass ich achon A g
prief von meinem Neffen erhalten habe, da auch 5&#’
on Ihrem Joint in Buenos aires Nitteilung bekd e®
wat. 3G
ias es fiir uns beide Parteien bedeutet, kann man\gM* oF g
brmessen, da wir die einzigen Uberlebenden unsere ‘A—,Lpe.i
banzen Pemilie sind.
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aterg, cate again am top
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T othe
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4 _-i‘_}'ﬂ-l thrul].)‘ yours
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Confirmant le regu de votre lettre, je wous
prie de falre tout ce gu'est possible de
rechercher ma famille: Ce sont les parents
de mon petit-fils, qui est chez meoi, et son
frére.

\véc mes remerciements anticipbs pour tout

e que vous pourrez obtenir dans ce cas, je

ous prie d'agrfer mes salutations leg meilfeurs.
-
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AT
D.P., Camp Berlin-Schlachiensee

l4a,Juli 1947

ﬂ-_rﬂ

American Joint

Distribution Committee

Suchabteilun

Herlin-Zehlendor?f

Wertes Committee,

hiermit bestdtige ich Iknen, dass der in
Ihrem Schreiben genannte David W. mit dem
von mir gesuchten Cousin identisch ist.
Ich bin freudig iuvberrascht ilber die prompte
Arbeit Ihrer Orgenisetion und denke Ihnen
hierfiir aufrichtig,

¥it herzlichem Gruss
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felbourne / Austra

Tracing Office
American Joint
Distribution Committee
247, Eronprinzenallee

Berlin-Zehlendorf-West

: Your letter dated Jan.6.
Your file No: 7416 = LIL

B e S S e e S e e e

Dear Sir:

I received with manv thanks your letter of
January 6th,1947, in which you informed me of

what you found out about my relatives in France.
Sad and distressing &s your news were, I wish to
give you my sincerest thanks for your great kind
ness and help in this metter.

Yours faithfully i

(2 S
Ve













Chana Frajnd
D.P. Camp
Eschwege b/Kassel

American Joint Distribution Committee
Berlin-Zehlendorf

Kronprinzenallee 247

Iist Panow z dnia 15 czerwca b.r. wraz
z adresem odnalezione) przez Was corki mojej
atrzymaram i ogrom szczescla mojego nie miaft
granic,

Szczerze wyznajg. ze tak szczesliwej chwili
nie przezytam przez caly czas wojny i jako D.P.
w lagrze po wojnie.

To szczescle moje zawdzigczam OCZJW15C1°
wytacznie Panom.

Stokrotnie dzigkujg Fanom za zainteresowa-
nie siq moja sprawa 1 zyczac pomys lnosci w
dalsze]j pracy,pozostaje

Z powazaniem.
f
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IDA M. HAEFKER !
JOHAMMESBURG 15.Mai 1946

An die Suchabteilungs des JOINT
Berlin-Zehlendorf / Germany

Der werten Suchabteilung bestdtige ich
mit herzlicher Preude die Nachricht iiber
meine Einder.
Lob und Dank der Mitteilung, dass beide
Kinder Lotte und Annette von Ihnen nach
vielen Mithen ermlittelt wurden.
Ich bin tief bewegt. Haben Sie vielen,
vielen Dank, /2 Wiedersehen mit den
lieben Einder {ﬁf CFJ
a
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I am glad to have the opportunity to thank
you for the information about my mother,
Mrs. Johanna L., deported to Theresienstadt,
Although you could not help saying me this
distressing news, 1 greatly appreciate the
elforts made by you.
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