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THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE

While the tragedy of the concentration camps has been the
subject of many published works, there are few people who
know of the International Tracing Service (ITS) which, since
the end of the Second World War, has contributed to the hu-
manitarian work in aid of victims of the war, in particular
the survivors of the hitlerian concentration camps.

The activities of the International Tracing Service, the

only institution of its kind, are more readily understood
in the context of the major events that have distinguished
humanitarian action for the victims of the two world wars

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the law of war was
based on the Principle that military operations should be
directed only at the armed forces, and that the civilian po-
pulation should be generally immune. This idea was SO widely
accepted that the Conference of The Hague in 1907 decided not
toc include in the "Regulations respecting the Laws and Customs
of War on Land" a Provision stating that nationals of a belli-
gerent living in the territory of the enemy should not be in-

terned: it was considered at that time that the Principle was
self-evident.

The 1914-1918 war, however, wrought a fundamental change in
this traditional concept. On the outbreak of hostilities, most
of the States closed their frontiers, forced all foreigners to
remain in their territory, and interned all civilians of enemy
nationality. The result was a flood of requests for news and




a great many inquiries relating to civilians addressed to the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva,
which thus found itself suddenly faced with an unexpected and
difficult task, for, while lists of prisoners of war were sent
regularly to the Central Prisoners of War Agency, there was no
list of civilian internees. It was only as a result of: re=-
peated efforts by the International Committee of the Red Cross
that certain Governments consented to enter the names of civil-
ian internees on the lists of prisoners. Others, however, re.
fused to do so and did not reply to requests to locate civilian
internees, so that families were left in great mental an uish.

The ICRC organized visits to camps of civilian internees, but
none of these activities and inguiries had the support of any
specific law. Nevertheless, some special ad hoc agreements

were concluded during the war. Unfortunately they were for

the duration of hostilities only, and lapsed after the armistice
was signed in 1918.

As soon as the war was over, the ICRC began to examine how the
repetition of such a situation could be avoided., With this aim,
it proposed to the Tenth International Red Cross Conference,
held in Geneva in 1921, that a convention for the protection of
enemy civilians and the population of occupied territories should
be studied at the same time as the status of prisoners of war.
The report presented by the ICRC on the subject was to serve as
the basis for a "CODE FOR PRISONERS OF WAR, DEPORTEES AND
REFUGEES" comprising, in addition to the provisions relating

to the status of prisoners of war, articles on the civilian
population in territory occupied by an enemy. These articles
were chiefly intended to limit deportations, evacuations of
population and the taking of hostages by the occupying power.

However, it was pointed out to the ICRC that the moment appeared
to be inopportune to propose to governments that they define
the status of civilians in wartime, and that such a proposal
might even be regarded as serving ill the cause of peace as up-
held by the League of Nations. For this reason, and counter to
the wishes of the ICRC, the Diplomatic Conference that met in
Geneva in 1929 dealt only with the plight of prisoners of war,
for whom the Convention relating to their treatment was adopted,
on the basis of the draft prepared by the ICRC. Nevertheless,
at the prompting of the ICRC, the following hope was expressed
in the Final Act:




onoe, endorsing the Resolution passed

unanimously by its two Committees, recommends that
comprehensive study be undertaken for the conclusion
of an International Convention governing the position
and the protection of civilians of enemy nationality
who happen to he on the territory of a helligerent or
on territory occupied by him."

The Fourteenth International Conference of the Red Cross,
which met at Brussels in 1930, confirmed the mandate of

the International Committee to continue the work it had
undertaken for the protection of civilians of enemy na-
tionality. A committee set up by the ICRC then produced

a draft text, along the lines of the principles established

by previous conferences. This draft was presented to the
Fifteenth International Red Cross Conference in Tokyo in
1934 and became known as the "Tokyo draft". This draft con-

vention confirmed and developed the principles which the

ICRC had been upholding from 1920 to 15925, comprising chiefly
the prohibition of mass evacuation and individual deportation
except for precise and definite reasons and, above all, the
application to civilian internees of treatment at least as
favourable as that granted to prisoners of war. 1In addition
it proposed that the Geneva Convention of 1929 should be
applied to them as far as possible. For supervision of the
application of the future conventions, this "Tokyo draft" pro-
posed the same measures as had been laid down in the 1929 Con-
vention relating to the treatment of prisoners of war.

The Tokyo Conference immediately adopted the draft as the
basis for diplomatic negotiations, and mandated the ICRC to
take all necessary steps leading to a Convention as soon as
possible. At the time, nobody foresaw the possibility of an
imminent conflict, and the urgent need for a diplomatic con-
ference for this purpose was far from obvious to all. Re-
plies thus were slow to come in, and it was only during 1939
that the agreement of the States invited made it possible to
fix the date of the conference for the beginning of 1940, in
Geneva. This is why, when war broke out, the "Tokyo draft"
was still only a draft.

Since there was no duly ratified Convention, the International
Committee of the Red Cross hoped to be able to persuade the
governments to conclude provisional arrangements for which the




[+

Tokyo draft would provide the basis . Unfortunately, when

the ICRC requested the belligeren.s to make reciprocal un-
dertakings to apply the Tokyo text de facto, it met with
general indifference. Refusing to be discouraged by this
attitude, which was to have such grave consequences, the In-
ternational Committee asked that civilians who were interned
should be at least considered as equivalent to prisoners of
war and that the 1929 Convention should be applied to them
accordingly by analogy. Most of the belligerents agreed to
extend the benefit of this Convention to civilians of enemy
nationality who happened to be in the.r territory and who were
arrested solely because of their nationality; this was the case
for many French nationals resident in Germany and German na-=
tionals resident in France, who were interned when war was
declared. But the benefit of this protection was not extended
to civilians of enemy nationality who were in occupied terri-
tory, such as Poland at the outbreak of war.

It is true that if the general provisions relating to occupied
territories in The Hague Regulations of 1907 had been applied
in good faith they would have been sufficient to protect the
civilian population. Unfortunately, they were not properly ob-
served and, after the Second World War, many persons were sen-
tenced for war crimes under The Hague Regulations. Deficien-
cies in these Regulations have been overcome in the Fourth
Geneva Convention of 1949.

After that, the situation of civilians during the Second World
War was marked by four phases:

The first phase (from September 1939 to spring 1940) was
characterized by the ICRC's attempts to obtain from the belli-
gerent Powers the temporary adoption of the Tokyo draft or,
failing that, the application to civilian internees of the
provisions of the 1929 Convention relating to prisoners of war.

The second phase (from 1940 to 1943) corresponded to the occupa-
tion of the greater part of Europe by the Third Reich, millions
of civilians thus coming under the sway of a single belligerent
group. The balance between the opposing Powers being thus up-
set, these civilians were increasingly at the mercy of the oc-
cupying authorities, since reciprocity no longer exercised its
moderating influence.

In the third phase (1943-1945), the ICRC, whose general and
official efforts to help civilian detainees invariably encoun-
tered refusals, tried to improve their lot by actions of a
practical and local nature. 1In fact, because of the change in
the political and military situation, the authorities of the
Third Reich, decided to grant certain facilities.




Thus, in 1943, the Reich authorities consented to allow de-
pPortees to receive relief supplies sent to them, provided
that the packages were addressed directly by name to the
beneficiaries. Yet they still refused to supply lists of the
internees. In spite of this handicap, the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross tried sending relief supplies to the
few deportees whose whereabouts it knew. An initial consign-
ment of personal parcels was sent off and, surprisingly, re-
ceipt notes were returned bearing not only the signature of
the beneficiary but the names of five, ten or fifteen comrades.
More names, more parcels for the Committee to send. 1In this
way, from 1943 to the end of the war, 6,836 tons of goods
(1,631,000 parcels) had been sent to the concentration camps.

The fourth phase (1945) was distinguished by the major conces-
sions that the German Government finally agreed to make during
the last three months of the war. In particular the ICRC managed
to obtain authorization to send delegates to some of the camps,
provided that they stayed there until the liberation. A number
of ICRC delegates, all volunteers tried to enter the camps of
Ravensbriick, Oranienburg, Theresienstadt, Mauthausen, Dachau and
Turckheim, and succeeded in saving the lives of some detainees.
(See the ICRC publication "Work of the ICRC for civilian de-
tainees in German concentration camps from 1939 to 1945".)

Throughout the war the International Committee of the Red Cross
never stopped making approaches to the authorities of the Third
Reich on behalf of civilian detainees. It was because of this

unceasing pressure that it achieved the few results already men-
tioned.

After the war, some persons reproached the ICRC for not having
"protested" against the existence of the concentration camps and
for not having condemned the atrocities committed within them.
Protest was unceasing from the ICRC to the responsible authori-
ties; in fact one entire part of its work consisted solely in a
long sequence of protests. Many improvements in treatment re-
sulted precisely from this kind of activity.

But why no public protest? Any protest of this kind would have
jeopardized irretrievably the efficient work the ICRC was carry-
ing on, day in, day out, for two million pPrisoners of war and
for some civilian internees. In fact, when the ICRC persisted
in its protests, the Reich authorities threatened to suspend the
application of the 1929 Geneva Convention relating to the treat-
ment of prisoners of war which had generally been observed.




CREATION OF THE ITS

In the middle of the war, in 1943, in London, the "Committee
on Displaced Populations of the Allied Post-War Requirement
Bureau" was studying the consequences of the enormous displace-
ment of population caused by the war. The decision was taken
to set up in the various countries of Europe, after their lib-
eration, tracing bureaux whose job would be to find persons
who had been deported or who had disappeared. From the next
year, 1944, the allied military authorities had to face the
problem of taking care of civilians in the territories that
they progressively liberated. This task was first entrusted
to SHAEF (Supreme Headguarters of the Allied Expeditionary
Forces) which began recording all "displaced persons" (DPs):
for each of these persons a personal index card was made out,
known as the "DP 2" card, the details of which were later used
to reply to tracing requests.

In March 1945, SHAEF, in collaboration with UNRRA (United I
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration) undertock |
to seek and assemble all the documentation in existence on i
persons held in the concentration camps. |

On 17 September 1945, under the terms of an agreement concluded il
[ with the Co-ordinating Committee of the Control Commission for
Germany, UNRRA took charge of this activity, the main purpose
of which was to seek the nationals of the countries belonging '
to the United Nations, whether military or civilian, who had

disappeared in the course of the war, to collect and keep on
file any documents relating to refugees and displaced persons, '
and to help in reuniting separated families.

In January 1946, the UNRRA Central Tracing Bureau was established
in Arolsen, a small town of 4,500 inhabitants near Cassel.

From January 1948, the Central Tracing Bureau took as its title
the International Tracing Service (ITS). Its administration
was taken over by the International Refugees Organization (IRO)
until the end of March 1951, after which it was in the charge
of the Allied High Commission for Germany.




On 5 May 1955 the Allied High Commission was dissolved, and
responsibility for administering the ITS was entrusted to
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva.

Under the ICRC, the ITS is run for humanitarian purposes, its

task being to give to those directly concerned personal infor-
mation that might be of use to them.




THE RECORDS OF THE ITS

The growth of the activities of the ITS has been due prin-
cipally to its records.

From 1947 onwards, the ITS started to accumulate concentration
camp files secured by the allied forces when the camps were

liberated and retained for use by the Nuremberg War Crimes
Tribunal.

Between 1946 and 1950, it obtained wartime documents, in par-
t+icular those relating to forced labour. Subsequently, it ac-
guired postwar documents, consisting of the registration re-

cords of displaced persons.

The bulk of the ITS archives continues to increase as new
documents are gathered, thanks to the co-operation of such
organizations as the "GYowna Komisja Badaina Zbrodni Hitlerowskich
w Polsce, Warszawa” (Central Commission for the Study of Hitlerian
Crimes in Poland, Warsaw); the "Zentrale Stelle der Landesijustiz-
verwaltungen, Ludwigsburg" (Central Office responsible for tracing
War Criminals, Ludwigsburg); the Federal Archives of Koblenz;

the "Dokumentationsarchiv des Oesterreichischen Widerstandes, .
Wien", (Archives of the Austrian Resistance, Vienna) ; the it
"Oesterreichische Lagergemeinschaft Mauthausen, Wien", (the
Austrian Association of Mauthausen, Vienna); the United Nations

High Commission for Refugees; various National Red Cross Socie- i
ties, etc. :

The ITS records are divided into five sections:

1) Section for Concentration Camp Documents

This section is the most important, due both to the character
and volume of the material it contains, consisting of all the
documents from the concentration camps which the ITS was able
to recover. Unfortunately, a considerable number of such re-
cords were destroyed at the time of liberation, often by the
SS. Although, the records of some camps, such as Buchenwald

—
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and Dachau, are almost complete, others are far from
complete, and for some camps there is nothing at all.
The ITS is nevertheless still adding to its archives
documents that are still coming in. In 1968, for example
the ITS, which at that time had nothing whatever from
the Stutthof camp, received a list of 47,000 names of

deportees at Stutthof, through the intermediary of the
State Museum of Auschwitz,

The section for Concentration Camp Documents has lists
of detainees in various camps and also personal records
of the detainees, consisting of the following elements:

- The detainee's individual questionnaire, filled out at
the time of arrival at the camp, with family status,
date and reason for detention;

- individual cards for the detainees;

cards listing the detainees' personal possessions, with

indications of the clothing, papers and valuables confis-
cated;

infirmary records, with notes on the state of health of
the detainees on arrival, vaccinations, sicknesses and
medical care, and in some cases references to pseudo-
medical experiments carried out on detainees;

work records, with notes on assignment of detainees to
inside or outside labour detachments:

postal records of the letters sent and received by the
detainees;

small individual cards, from the card files.

The lists of detainees include:

- Arrival registers listing detainees by their numbers;

- lists of arrivals with details about the detainees and
their places of origin, recording, for example, trans-
fers from other concentration camps or Gestapo prisons;

- daily records of total complement, showing transfers,
discharges, deaths and arrivals;

- movement lists, showing transfers of detainees to other
concentration camps or outside labour detachments or
from outside detachments to the main camp;




2)

- lists of medical examinations by the camp doctors,
showing whether the detainees were fit to work and
to be moved;

- lists of transfers from one block to another within
the camp, etec.

In addition to this documentation, the section has nominal
lists of the detainees liberated, drawn up by the allied
forces at the time of liberation, as well as the Concentra-
tion Camp Inmates Questionnaires filled in for the Military
Government when the detainees were liberated.

Together, these documents provide information on the dura-
tion and conditions of detention, the deaths and discharges
of the detainees. The exact reasons for preventive deten-
tion, which are usually found only on the arrest warrants,
are sometimes mentioned briefly in the individual files of
the detainees. Information about the detention of relatives
is also included in some of the files.

A substantial part of the documents kept by the section
consists of lists of deported Jews. These are transporta-
tion lists of persons from German territory (mostly from
places now in the Federal Republic of Germany or Berlin),
from the occupied countries in western Europe, the pro-
tectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and some from Slovakia.

The section also has various Gestapo files, some incomplete

documentation on prisons, and a small number of files from
the People's Tribunal (Volksgerichtshof).

Section for Wartime Documents

The documents kept in this section provide information on

foreigners who, for any reason, were in the Third Reich
between 1939 and 1945.

They consist of excerpts from population registers, docu-
ments drawn up by employers, labour offices, insurance
offices, medical insurance offices, doctors, the administra-
tive services of the police and prisons, public records of-
fices and other agencies which were required to turn their
records over to the occupation authorities after the war.

This documentation relates primarily to what is now the ter-
ritory of the Federal Republic of Germany and provides in-
formation on places and duration of residence, periods of

—
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employment and insurance, hospital or other medical
treatments and on deaths reported either by the
public records offices or the cemetery authorities.

It includes, in particular, such documents as the
following:

Registrations: Nominal lists drawn up by:

- employment offices
- census offices

= political districts
= municipal councils

Employers' reports: Nominal lists drawn up by:

- offices and factories
= craftsmen
- agricultural entreprises

Insurance reports: Nominal lists drawn up by :

- medical insurance offices
= accident insurance offices
- social security offices

Reports on illnesses: Nominal lists drawn up by:

= hospitals
= public health offices
= physicians

Reports on vital = birth certificates
statistics: - marriage certificates

- death certificates

- nominal 1lists of the dead

Reports of police Nominal lists drawn up by:

authorities: y e
S rres - local police authorities

- regional police authorities

Reports from courts Nominal lists drawn up by:
and prisons:
= courts

- prisons




3)

4)

Section for Postwar Documents

Most of the documents in this section relate to displaced
persons listed from 1945 to 1951 by such international as-
sistance organizations as the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) and the International
Refugees Organization (IRO).

These documents contain statements made by the displaced
persons themselves about their residence in Germany during
the war and about the residence and activities of their
families. When appropriate, these declarations describe
the persecutions from which they suffered during the war.

The section also has medical certificates concerning dis-

placed persons and lists of the displaced persons who
emigrated with the assistance of international organizations.

Section for Documents concerning the Children of

Displaced Persons

This section maintains files on non-German children who
were separated from their families during the war or
shortly thereafter. The names and origins of their fa-
milies are very often unknown.

Documents about children dealt with by the "Lebensborn"
organization are also kept in this section.

The "Lebensborn" (source of life) organization was set

up in 1935 by the Nazis for the purpose of educating
children of "German race". During the war, it was respon-
sible for the "Germanization" of children taken by the
Nazis from occupied territories, especially Poland.




-
‘Dér NHolokaflbhrer—H

£arlin, dan /f.f_ 6.1941
Tab.U=. AB/33/B
Ev/v.

1.) Baflchaastatthalts=

Lot dbnzg &'u_‘a-T'--"nT‘,l".":"""';
Lol 770
=__',{[__‘-?/_L':f}”: /4
A Mg :F”t oY -l |
P—Grugpenfitrer Credise t ;
Pomen

Sohlodfralheit 19 31

Lisbar Parteljszosas 0O reinoar 1t

Ich darf die Aarsgung, Gis ich ¥iralich miaflich E853%aa
babs, mchriftlich wiglerholen.

1.) Toh kalte es fir rlchtig, wenn basocZors utrasalzs
kleina Kinler polalschsr Fauilian Fuaazaengebolt vad von uwns 1
bamonderen, nieht en grofas Kindsrtortan uad Kindsrhelasn ap-
mogen wiirden. Das Wegholea der Finder zifts nit Etnnaihelt-
1ichar Gefihrdung bagriinlat werden,

2.) Kindar, 4is nicht sinsohlsgen, sind den FRltera zu-
rilakaugsban.

3.) Ich rate, scals®s% elnsal our pit eval odar drel
solehsn Einviohtungen ga bezlnnen, um Erfahringes mu ssassin.

£.) Yon daa Elcdarn, @le sich als slalpgarnalan gut hor
ausstsllen, wires nach eloss Ralbes Jah- Abmantafel mal Abatan-
mang eloauholen. Hash Insgasaat elnaa Jubr 4pt daran zy dankan
solohs Kinder als Eralohusga¥liandaer in
Faallien za peban.

5.) Alp Leiter mnd Iotterinnan ede solels Ynstitutioocan
dirfaon nur die benion vzl razsimah Elarssiasles Erifis poscre
Ban wardazn.

Xinderloss gutrasulgs

BEaill Eitler 1
Ees. H. B innler
2.) An dan
Chef dor Bicharhaitapolisel urcA dos B9 f,, »
WOruppeafihrar He ydr igh If,j
3.) Chef das Perafnlinhan Biatss RPH 2 J
H-0ruppacfihrer ¥ o1 % 7
4.) Chef fom Bacoo— uad Sledlcoznbaugtantes-H
H-Orappentihrer Ho fmarn o

durchochrifilich nit dor Mitts va Fenntnlsaatag (lborsaadt,

Dis Obsrabsghnittofihrer H-0ref.Pefiteeenn, led.

B-Obargraf.Zrilnes, B-0rof Hildabhrsalt pud =¥ S }
B=0btarzruf.Schoangee hakss clnen Dovehe : '.J,-f r ;’( ol
sthlny erhaltan, f=3thratanorhiy=,%
Letter from Himmler ordering "racially pure" Polish children
- ; : Familbies a3 Bt S5 Fnmean Frsa demm @b
to be taken from their families and put i: nomes foi rainii

later to be adopted by childless German couples







Letter from Krumey to
Eichmann concerning
the arrival at Lodz
(Poland) of 88 chil-
dren from Lidice,

7 of whom were con-
sidered suitable

for "Germanization".

5) Historical Section

Loalr./ M, VIIL/ 96 2gb.-Br.6119/42 Mtmmannstadt, dem Zo.Juni 1342
Geohelme SHeotspolisl Litzmaennstod:

B =]
mm— = j— i o-n:-_
i JEANJymﬁﬂ
b - B -4
L
N.-—ﬂ. " Iyt by I Telegramm — ?:nhpﬂ —  Farmsberwibes
[ - b @

‘o dams
Avichseicharheitahanptemt
-~ Jeofarat IV B § =

Zald.-Obsraturmbmnnfihrer &R ieobmannp

L] -}
'urdrl ‘%nﬂﬂll 115,118

Petr,i Moerstell ¥Yon 88 teomsshisahsn Kindern a
der Gm!.::f Lidits nmch Iitsmannstedt. o
Jorg.i Mioksprechs mit H=Ostubar, Hebmann,

Am 13.6.1942 eind hier B8 tachschisone Einder aca

dar obengenassten troffen, lngemeldet
» mar disssr Transport vom Befehlshaber der Jioherneit: -
7 polizel und des 3D FI war geseichnet von

y Prag. Duy
=Obersturmbanafihrar P isnahar,

jo finem FS vom 17.6u1942 habe toh Gem Befehlshaber
z fsr ®ipo u.d4,.3D Lebata bed IV B 4 sm kllires oy
Git den tsohschisohem ﬂnm su gescbeben hat. von

aind

iug in der Iwissheassit 7 Eisdsr ala riskdsutsohunge-
fahig befunden worden,

Fachdem 1ch wedsr vom IT B 4_noah vom Befahlshaber

der 3ipe u.d.50 Uber die Wo1terverwendun; der Fin<e
Fachriekt hobs wnd die Kinder ohne u::uu hierher i ber.
etellt worden sind, bitte ish driage Vbar e | 2lea-o
varmendung der Eilnder su verffgen, . i

Ij,. =

«'T‘_l'r'l'u "
(Trumey)
H=0beTetnretnnsi heepe

This section maintains general records of the period

of hitlerian persecutions.

Most of the documents re-

late to concentration camps, including decrees and or-
ders from various ministries and services under the

authority of SS Reichsfiihrer Heinrich Himmler.

There

are also other general documents from various concentra-

tion camps.

In addition, the section has orders which were issued
during the war putting foreigners in Germany to work.




THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ITS

The fundamental task of the ITS is to supply, for humani-
tarian purposes, personal information from its archives

which can be useful to the persons directly concerned.

This includes answering individual requests for investiga-
tion, providing certificates of imprisonment and reports
concerring such imprisonment, excerpts from documents con-
cerning detention in concentration or labour camps, residence
certificates and reports during and after the war, death cer-
tificates, clinical records and medical certificates.

In this connection, the ITS made a major contribution to the
activity carried on from 1961 to 1972 by the ICRC and the
National Red Cross Societies of Hungary, Poland and Czechoslo-
vakia on behalf of citizens of these countries who had been
subjected to pseudo-medical experiments in hitlerian camps. 1)
These experiments were carried out during the Second World War
by doctors who used Prisoners in the concentration camps for

criminal experiments, characterized subsequently as pseudo-
medical.

The ITS examined the documents in its pPossession to determine,
in particular: the places where the experiments were carried
out, the nature of the experiments, the agency which initiated
them, the persons who carried them out, the dates on which they
took place, the number of pPersons who suffered from them, the
identity of the victims and the sequela of the experiments.

The principal types of experiment on which the ITS has documen-
tary evidence are the following:

= Experiments on phlegmons and treatment by sulphamides.

Experiments were made regarding the value of a new medicament
designed to counteract any infection caused by wounds. In the
experiments, wounds were artificially caused and infected with
bacteria such as the streptococcus, the gas gangrene germ and
the tetanus bacillus. The experimenters also injected Pyrogens.

1) See article on this subject in the January 1973 issue of
International Review of the Red Cross.
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- Experiments with incendiary bombs {phosphorus).

The purpose was to find the best means of treating burns
caused by incendiary bombs. The burns were artificially
inflicted on detainees selected for the experiment.

—- Experiments on the effects of s5ea water.

The experiments were designed to ascertain how pilots

or shipwrecked persons could survive by drinking sea

water. The detainees selected for the experiment were
given only sea water to drink, and in certain cases some
substances intended to make the water drinkable were added.

- Experiments with poison.

In these experiments, the victims were given food in which
poison had been mixed. Experiments were also made with
poisoned bullets,

= Experiments with epidemic hepatitis.

The experiments consisted in inoculating healthy detainees
with the disease.

= Experiments on the human body's resistance to various
atmospheric pressures.

The experiments were carried out in a closed chamber from
which air could be expelled, so as to study the reactions
and lesions to which pilots ejected from their aircraft at
a great altitude were subject.

- Experiments on the body's resistance to cold.

The purpose was to devise the best means of reviving persons
exposed to very low temperatures. Detainees were placed in
pools filled with icy water or exposed to cold air.

- Experiments with mustard gas.

The experiments were designed to seek the best means of treat-
ing wounds caused by this combat gas, which was used for in-
flicting wounds deliberately on detainees selected for the
experiment.

- Experiments with malaria.

These were made by inoculating malaria. In many cases, the
same victim was inoculated with malaria several times.




Experiments on the regeneration of bone, muscle, nerve
tissue and bone transplantation.

In these experiments, healthy women detainees had some
bone, muscle and nerve tissue removed. A number of
these women are permanently maimed Or infirm.

Sterilization experiments.

The purpose was to devise a simple and inexpensive mass
sterilization method. The experiments were carried out
on men and women by means of X-rays, medicaments, and
injections in the genitals.

Experiments on exanthemic typhus.

These experiments entailed the inoculation of healthy
detainees with the disease.

Cancer experiments.

These were designed to allow examination of the early
stages of cancer.

Electro-shock experiments.

In these experiments, healthy detainees were subjected
to a series of electro-shocks.

Mescaline experiments.

The purpose of the experiments was to ascertain whether
mescaline and other drugs could be used in iInterrogation.
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Another major activity of the ITS consists in the analysis and
publication of documents in its possession.

As we have seen, the ITS historical section has numerous docu-
ments of a general nature, most of them relating to the concen-
tration camps. All these papers are analyzed, classified and
utilized. From 1949 to 1951, the ITS published its "Catalogue

of camps and prisons in Germany and German-occupied territories,
1939~1945";

Since that time, the ITS has obtained voluminous additional
documentation on concentration camps and other places of de-
tention and on various general subjects. As a result of this
continuing influx of new material, the "Catalogue of camps and
prisons" became outdated and it was necessary to replace it with
a new edition. After some years of work, a provisional list

of concentration camps and their outside labour units and other
places of detention under the authority of the Reichsfiihrer-Ss
in Germany and German-occupied territories, 1933-1945, was
published ("Vorldufiges Verzeichnis der Konzentrationslager und
deren Aussekommandos sowie anderer Haftstitten unter dem Reichs-
filhrer-SS in Deutschland und deutsch besetzten Gebieten
(1933-1945)". This work was finished in 1969.

The latter list too is now out of date. Due to the mass of new
documentation and careful research, it has not only been possible
to discover new places of detention (6 concentration camps in the
early period and 94 labour units) but also to gather other infor-
mation of the utmost importance, for example the opening and
closing dates of many places of detention (10 concentration

camps 1in the early period and 527 labour units). Under these
conditions, a complete revision of the provisional list became
essential and is now being carried out.

In addition, the historical section has been doing preparatory
work for some years on an analytic catalogue of concentration
camps. In this catalogue, the subject of concentration camps
will be dealt with in a manner never achieved by any publication.
Some of the details will be presented in the form of analvses.
The first part will set forth the planning, organization and
administration of the camps. Other chapters will provide details
on their specialized functions, giving particular attention to
their regulations and to orders concerning the detention and
treatment of detainees.




The catalogue will also have documented indications about
a number of special aspects of the camps, such as their
classifications on the basis of the severity of detention
conditions, the categories of detainees, permission to
write letters, work assignments and in addition the manner
in which deaths were recorded, taking into account the ca-
tegories and nationalities of the detainees.

These analysis will be based on all known decrees and regu-
lations, and on various instructions found in the detainees'
registration documents. This catalogue will include a geo-
graphic classification of all known places of detention, with
a summary of historical and statistical data. To avoid con-

fusion, it will also list prisons run by the Ministry of Justice,
including some Gestapo headquarters, since experience has shown
that prisons were often annexed to such headquarters. Some of

the innumerable and invaluable documents will be used in draft-
ing the general section of the analytic catalogue.

Another important part of the activity of the ITS consists in
keeping its central card file up to date.

All the names in ITS documents are in this file. 1In addition

to data concerning the individual and sources of information
concerning him, each card has a reference to and a summary of
documents in which he is mentioned. All requests for informa-
tion received by the ITS entail consultation of the central

file before being distributed to the various sections for study.

The central file is an alphabetic means of reference to all
the relevant documents. The classification of cards is both
alphabetic and phonetic, providing an empirically developed
system, constantly improved with accumulating experience, de-
vised to cope with the varied spelling and derivative forms

of family names, especially Slavic and Jewish names of persons
in eastern Europe -- constituting about 60% of all the names
listed. By resorting to this system, taking into account the
variety of tranliterations of Slavic names in Latin languages,
it has been possible to obviate difficulties resulting from
transformations, changes, spelling errors, etc., in the writing
of such names.

The central file now has 39,700,000 cards, concerning nearly
14,000,000 persons.




In addition to the central file, other files have been
set up in various sections, in the interest of more ef-
fective use of the material.

The central file is continually augmented as new material |
arrives at the ITS. In 1975, for example, the ITS received |
from the Central Commission of Inquiry into Hitlerian War

Crimes in Poland reports from the dental service in the con-
centration camp at Auschwitz on the extraction of gold and

other precious metal prostheses from the mouths of deceased
detainees. These reports contained 170 names and 638 de-

tainee numbers which were entered in the central card file.

In the absence of other documents, these can be used as

evidence in drawing up death certificates and certificates

of incarceration. ;

Thanks tco the constant influx of new documents, which continue

to arrive as a result of the fruitful co-operation of such
organizations as the Central Commission of Inquiry into Hitlerian
War Crimes in Poland, the ITS can continue to carry out its hu-
manitarian task more and more effectively.
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Durch das F eldkriegsgericht wurden:

die Witwe Eugeniq Wiodarz und
Studentin Elisabeth Zahorska zum
Tode verurteil: wegen Attentat gegen
deutsche Wehrmdchtsungehérige.
bezw. Sabotage (Abreissen von Pla-

katen). ‘
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sabotaz, tzn. zrywanie plakatdow.
Warszawa, dnia 311, 1939, EOMENDANTURA
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Héfthngskrankenbau-

Abgang durch Ted!

Gef. Art;sch Name: C hmilewsgtiki i Rudelf Block - 2 Nr 113. %02
3 - A . C ot £ " - ’ "
Fam.-Stand; '? Kinder: ? Relig. ; * F,le

Wohneort: 229

Einweisende Dienststella: f:.- tﬂ;
Revieraufnahme: 26 -Februar, 1945 Gestorben: 27.Fehuar 1945 um.6 Uhr -50
Leichenschau; 27, Fabruar 1645 Zeil: um /;, Uh:

Diagnosa: iadetisches Coma
Todesursache V2YS2Zsn von Herz- urd Ereislau? bei diabitischem Coms.

Der Lagerarzt
/

7 F
KL./37/4.43 500.000 Y, s ,-; "
- Haupfsfurmfuhrnr

b 2

Death certificate from camp infirmary.







tiber die Regisfrierung der arbeifsfihigen
weiblichen Bevélkerung

Auf Grund der Verordnung des Hermn Generalgouverneurs vom 26. Oktober 1939
Uber die Einfiihrung der Arbeitspilicht fir die polnische Bevilkerung des Generalgou-
vernements -- Verordnungsblait G.G.P.S. 6 — wird hiermit die beschaftigungslose und
arbeiisiahige weibliche Bevdlkerung im Alter von 15— 40 Jahren — Juden ausgenom-
men -- aulgefordert, sich bei den fir sie zustandigen Arbeitsamisnebenstellen zu mel-
den. Ausweispapiere, aus denen Familienstand, BerulszugehGrigkeit und letzte Arbeits-
stalle ersichllich sind, milssen milgebracht werden.

Der Chei des Distrikts Warscheu
IV.

ges. B
Wearschau, den 21 Febroor 1940 ARTH

N
@EWEE&E@QEE’H@E

o rejsstracii zdolnej do pracy ludnosd zenskiej

Na pedsiawie roxporzgdzenia Generalnego Gubernatore = dnia 25 pazdzier-
niltz 1939 o wprowadzeciu obowicgzku procy dla polskisj ludrosc Generainego Gu-
bermatorstwea — D= rozn, Gwa.Gub. sir.6 — wzywa sie bexrobolng i zdolng do pracy lud-
poic 2ensikqg w wisku od 15 — 40 1t wylgezajge ydéw —do zgloszenia sip we wia-
sciwych edddalach Urzedu Pracy. Nalety pr=edloivé papiery. z ktdrych wynikqa
sicn rodzinny. prrynaleinosé zawodowa i oslainis misjsce pracy.

Szef Okregu Warszawskiego

Ww. L
( ) BARTH
Warnzaowa. dnla 21 lulege 1940
Flir die Pollsebommlosmrivie Fir dis Polissihomulcenriote
Nebensiala  oddsial dis homisoriatew policyhnyds Nebwnoislls  addsial dia komlsarhutber pol-yhyreh
L Erdlewaka 7 I 1L Floviahaka 10 nv, xv
1 Swigolrrysla 1 X 1L Chorimaka 14 i
1 Pitsudaiiacs | n vu W Krypako 39 XVIL Resmbertar, Wawer
& Fellaskisge 15 w.v 1A Blalolycka 31 (Xine) XVIL XAV, Bridne, Marki
L Kopucyhska 3 u I8 Leszns 142 14 XX X0, Wiechy
& Welska 4 VL Sliene 17. Cémka 1 XL XL Wilanaw
7, Flac Zslosns) Bramy 2 viu (TR 5 IT— peen
8 Alsie Jerosolimakie 4 1x 1. Slowockiege b XXVL Mieciny
4 Owamianshe § v M Prussbtw, Krossew.
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Das dentsche Reich kidmpit fiir die Freiheit Europas einen schweren Kampt
gegen den kulturzesstorenden und alles vernichtenden Bolschewismus. Vom Aus-
gang dieses Kampfes wird es abhingen, ob Europa in Zukunit ein Land der
Eultur und des Wehlstandes sein wird oder ob es unter die Kuute des Bolsthr
wismus kormmen wird, Das dentsche Reich opfert fiir diesen Kampf das Blut seiner
besten Stohne und verlangt-von seinem Volk iibermenschiiche Anstrengungen in der
Heimat, Von Euch werden diese Opier an Bint und Gut nicht verlangs von Ench
verlangt man lediglich wie von allem andeven Volkern Europas, dass Ihr Euch in
die Xampiiront gegen den Bolschewismus einreitht und zu Zurem Teil durch Einsaiz
Ecrer Arbeitskeaft an der Errcichungd des Zieles mitwirkt

Aus dieser Forderung erwachst:fiir Euch die Verpflichtung, die iiberantwor-
tete Arbeit ordentlich zu erfillen und Arbeitsdisziplin zu wahren.

‘Es mehren sich nun in der letzten Zeit die Falle, in denen Avbeiter sich chne
tziftige Griinde von ihrem Betrieb entfernen, nm zumenst donklen Schieichnandels.
gescharten machzugehen,

Pas muss ab sofori aufhoren!

Ielhx habe deshalb angeorsdnet, dass in Znknnit Arbei-
ter, die nnentsehuidizt ihrem DBediried fernbleiben, in das
Arbeitsiager Trebiinka miehi nur eingewiesem, sondern
dort zn Siraifirapps zusammengeiasst und in enisprechen=
der Weise zunr Arbeit angehalien werden.

Ieh habe daritber hinaus weiter angeordmei, dass im
Wiederholnngsiail der Ardeiisverweigerer als Sabetewn

unserer Anibanarbheit dem Siandgerichi zn @berantwor-
ten ist.

Ith weiss sehr wohi, dass, vielfach das Fernbieiben von dem Beirieh mit dem
EGrewets entschuldigt wizd, dass der Arbeiter za dem Fernbleiben gezwungen s2i,
um die zur Erhaitung seiner Famiiie notwendigen L:zensmittel sich mibeschatien,

Demgegeniiber muss ich darauf hinweisen, dass die Erndhrung der Rustungs
arbeiter und jhzer famuen sichergestelit ist, Aussexdxa werden die Belsi:o2 in
verstirktem Masse dazn iibergehen, Lebensmittel znr Jertelinng zu bringen.

Vergesst nicht, dass auch das Schicksal dieses Raumes abhasgt von dem Aus-
gang des Xampfes gegen den Eolschewismus und Iass es nur von Burem fefaiz o
Yarhalten abhangt, wie Eure zukiinftige Stellung in einem freien Europa sein wiv.:,

Alle Horfnungen, dass die Gesner Dentschlands den Krieg gewinnen werden,
sind wergebens

Deutschland hat den HKrieg bereifs fiar sich enischieden!

Rer Gouvernear des Disteiliis SPoarscho,

Warschan. zm L3, September 1942, ez, Pﬂ FESSETE?L

Wwarning that

, Poles who do not work will be

47

> Treblinka ‘camp.







Bekannimachung

Balr.: Todessirala iy unbefuqtes Varlasen der jadiecien Wonnberirke.

hhmmummﬁﬁﬁ hﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁhmﬁnh::ﬂﬁ-

mmumwmmmamam'hhim
mwmnwmmhnﬁmm

Die glexhe Sir-re Ui dejeen, e desen Jodew wuwmuﬂbaﬁu*

kamgufnmmmwwm

Hﬁﬁgm«ﬂﬁo{kmg de Distrikts Wnsﬁuaiiiutnmg!nﬁmlmm
Mhbn%mimﬁh&&wrwm

Warseios, am 10, Hovember 1941,

pex. D, FISCHER
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