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THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE

While the tragedy of the concentration camps has been thesubject of many published works , there are few people whoknow of the International Tracing Service (ITS ) which , sincethe end of the Second World War , has contributed to the hu¬manitarian work in aid of victims of the war , in particularthe survivors of the hitlerian concentration camps.
The activities of the International Tracing Service , theonly institution of its kind , are more readily understoodin the context of the major events that have distinguishedhumanitarian action for the victims of the two world wars.

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

At the beginning of the twentieth century , the law of war wasbased on the principle that military operations should bedirected only at the armed forces , and that the civilian po¬pulation should be generally immune . This idea was so widelyaccepted that the Conference of The Hague in 1907 decided notto include in the "Regulations respecting the Laws and Customsof War on Land " a provision stating that nationals of a belli¬gerent living in the territory of the enemy should not be in¬terned : it was considered at that time that the principle wasself - evident.

The 1914 - 1918 war , however , wrought a fundamental change inthis traditional concept . On the outbreak of hostilities , mostof the States closed their frontiers , forced all foreigners toremain in their territory , and interned all civilians of enemynationality . The result was a flood of requests for news and



a great many inquiries relating to civilians addressed to the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva,
which thus found itself suddenly faced with an unexpected and
difficult task , for , while lists of prisoners of war were sent
regularly to the Central Prisoners of War Agency , there was no
list of civilian internees . It was only as a result of re¬
peated efforts by the International Committee of the Red Cross
that certain Governments consented to enter the names of civil¬

ian internees on the lists of prisoners . Others , however , re¬
fused to do so and did not reply to requests to locate civilian
internees , so that families were left in great mental an uish.

The ICRC organized visits to camps of civilian internees , but
none of these activities and inquiries had the support of any
specific law . Nevertheless , some special ad hoc agreements
were concluded during the war . Unfortunately they were for
the duration of hostilities only , and lapsed after the armistice
was signed in 1918.

As soon as the war was over , the ICRC began to examine how the
repetition of such a situation could be avoided . With this aim,
it proposed to the Tenth International Red Cross Conference,
held in Geneva in 1921 , that a convention for the protection of
enemy civilians and the population of occupied territories should
be studied at the same time as the status of prisoners of war.
The report presented by the ICRC on the subject was to serve as
the basis for a "CODE FOR PRISONERS OF WAR, DEPORTEES AND
REFUGEES" comprising , in addition to the provisions relating
to the status of prisoners of war , articles on the civilian
population in territory occupied by an enemy . These articles
were chiefly intended to limit deportations , evacuations of
population and the taking of hostages by the occupying power.

However , it was pointed out to the ICRC that the moment appeared
to be inopportune to propose to governments that they define
the status of civilians in wartime , and that such a proposal
might even be regarded as serving ill the cause of peace as up¬
held by the League of Nations . For this reason , and counter to
the wishes of the ICRC, the Diplomatic Conference that met in
Geneva in 1929 dealt only with the plight of prisoners of war,
for whom the Convention relating to their treatment was adopted,
on the basis of the draft prepared by the ICRC. Nevertheless,
at the prompting of the ICRC, the following hope was expressed
in the Final Act:
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"The Conference , endorsing the Resolution passed
unaniniousjy by its two Committees , recommends that
comprehensive study be undertaken for the conclusion
of an International Convention governing the position
and the protection of civilians of enemy nationality
who happen to he on the territory of a belligerent or
on territory occupied by him . "

The Fourteenth International Conference of the Red Cross,which met at Brussels in 1930 , confirmed the mandate ofthe International Committee to continue the work it had
undertaken for the protection of civilians of enemy na¬tionality . A committee set up by the ICRC then produceda draft text , along the lines of the principles establishedby previous conferences . This draft was presented to theFifteenth International Red Cross Conference in Tokyo in1934 and became known as the "Tokyo draft " . This draft con¬vention confirmed and developed the principles which theICRC had been upholding from 1920 to 1925 , comprising chieflythe prohibition of mass evacuation and individual deportationexcept for precise and definite reasons and , above all , theapplication to civilian internees of treatment at least as
favourable as that granted to prisoners of war . In additionit proposed that the Geneva Convention of 1929 should beapplied to them as far as possible . For supervision of theapplication of the future conventions , this "Tokyo draft " pro¬posed the same measures as had been laid down in the 1929 Con¬vention relating to the treatment of prisoners of war.

The Tokyo Conference immediately adopted the draft as thebasis for diplomatic negotiations , and mandated the ICRC totake all necessary steps leading to a Convention as soon aspossible . At the time , nobody foresaw the possibility of animminent conflict , and the urgent need for a diplomatic con¬ference for this purpose was far from obvious to all . Re¬plies thus were slow to come in , and it was only during 1939that the agreement of the States invited made it possible tofix the date of the conference for the beginning of 1940 , inGeneva . This is why , when war broke out , the "Tokyo draft"was still only a draft.

Since there was no duly ratified Convention , the In -ternationalCommittee of the Red Cross hoped to be able to persuade thegovernments to conclude provisional arrangements for which the



Tokyo draft would provide the basis . Unfortunately , when
the ICRC requested the belligerents to make reciprocal un¬
dertakings to apply the Tokyo text de facto , it met with
general indifference . Refusing to be discouraged by this
attitude , which was to have such grave consequences , the In¬
ternational Committee asked that civilians who were interned
should be at least considered as equivalent to prisoners of
war and that the 1929 Convention should be applied to them
accordingly by analogy . Most of the belligerents agreed to
extend the benefit of this Convention to civilians of enemy
nationality who happened to be in therr territory and who were
arrested solely because of their nationality ; this was the case
for many French nationals resident in Germany and German na¬
tionals resident in France , who were interned when war was
declared . But the benefit of this protection was not extended
to civilians of enemy nationality who were in occupied terri¬
tory , such as Poland at the outbreak of war.

It is true that if the general provisions relating to occupied
territories in The Hague Regulations of 1907 had been applied
in good faith they would have been sufficient to protect the
civilian population . Unfortunately , they were not properly ob¬
served and , after the Second World War , many persons were sen¬
tenced for war crimes under The Hague Regulations . Deficien¬
cies in these Regulations have been overcome in the Fourth
Geneva Convention of 1949.

After that , the situation of civilians during the Second World
War was marked by four phases:

The first phase (from September 1939 to spring 1940 ) was
characterized by the ICRC ' s attempts to obtain from the belli¬
gerent Powers the temporary adoption of the Tokyo draft or,
failing that , the application to civilian internees of the
provisions of the 1929 Convention relating to prisoners of war.

The second phase (from 1940 to 1943 ) corresponded to the occupa¬
tion of the greater part of Europe by the Third Reich , millions
of civilians thus coming under the sway of a single belligerent
group . The balance between the opposing Powers being thus up¬
set , these civilians were increasingly at the mercy of the oc¬
cupying authorities , since reciprocity no longer exercised its
moderating influence.

In the third phase (1943 - 1945 ) , the ICRC , whose general and
official efforts to help civilian detainees invariably encoun¬
tered refusals , tried to improve their lot by actions of a
practical and local nature . In fact , because of the change in
the political and military situation , the authorities of the
Third Reich , decided to grant certain facilities.



Thus , in 1943 , the Reich authorities consented to allow de¬portees to receive relief supplies sent to them , providedthat the packages were addressed directly by name to thebeneficiaries . Yet they still refused to supply lists of theinternees . In spite of this handicap , the International Com¬mittee of the Red Cross tried sending relief supplies to thefew deportees whose whereabouts it knew . An initial consign¬ment of personal parcels was sent off and , surprisingly , re¬ceipt notes were returned bearing not only the signature ofthe beneficiary but the names of five , ten or fifteen comrades.More names , more parcels for the Committee to send . In thisway , from 1943 to the end of the war , 6,836 tons of goods(1,631,000 parcels ) had been sent to the concentration camps.
The fourth phase (1945 ) was distinguished by the major conces¬sions that the German Government finally agreed to make duringthe last three months of the war . In particular the ICRC managedto obtain authorization to send delegates to some of the camps,provided that they stayed there until the liberation . A numberof ICRC delegates , all volunteers tried to enter the camps ofRavensbrück , Oranienburg , Theresienstadt , Mauthausen , Dachau andTurckheim , and succeeded in saving the lives of soma detainees.(See the ICRC publication "Work of the ICRC for civilian de¬tainees in German concentration camps from 1939 to 1945 " . )

Throughout the war the International Committee of the Red Crossnever stopped making approaches to the authorities of the ThirdReich on behalf of civilian detainees . It was because of this
unceasing pressure that it achieved the few results already men¬tioned.

After the war , some persons reproached the ICRC for not having"protested " against the existence of the concentration camps andfor not having condemned the atrocities committed within them.Protest was unceasing from the ICRC to the responsible authori¬ties ; in fact one entire part of its work consisted solely in along sequence of protests . Many improvements in treatment re¬sulted precisely from this kind of activity.

But why no public protest ? Any protest of this kind would havejeopardized irretrievably the efficient work the ICRC was carry¬ing on , day in , day out , for two million prisoners of war andfor some civilian internees . In fact , when the ICRC persistedin its protests , the Reich authorities threatened to suspend theapplication of the 1929 Geneva Convention relating to the treat¬ment of prisoners of war which had generally been observed.
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CREATION OF THE ITS

In the middle of the war , in 1943 , in London , the "Committee
on Displaced Populations of the Allied Post - War Requirement
Bureau " was studying the consequences of the enormous displace¬
ment of population caused by the war . The decision was taken
to set up in the various countries of Europe , after their lib¬
eration , tracing bureaux whose job would be to find persons
who had been deported or who had disappeared . From the next
year , 1944 , the allied military authorities had to face the
problem of taking care of civilians in the territories that
they progressively liberated . This task was first entrusted
to SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Expeditionary
Forces ) which began recording all "displaced persons" (DPs ) :
for each of these persons a personal index card was made out,
known as the "DP 2 " card , the details of which were later used
to reply to tracing requests.

In March 1945 , SHAEF, in collaboration with UNRRA (United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration ) undertook
to seek and assemble all the documentation in existence on
persons held in the concentration camps.

On 17 September 1945 , under the terms of an agreement concluded
with the Co- ordinating Committee of the Control Commission for
Germany , UNRRA took charge of this activity , the main purpose
of which was to seek the nationals of the countries belonging
to the United Nations , whether military or civilian , who had
disappeared in the course of the war , to collect and keep on
file any documents relating to refugees and displaced persons,
and to help in reuniting separated families.

In January 1946 , the UNRRA Central Tracing Bureau was established
in Arolsen , a small town of 4,500 inhabitants near Cassel.

From January 1948 , the Central Tracing Bureau took as its title
the International Tracing Service (ITS ) . Its administration
was taken over by the International Refugees Organization (IRO)
until the end of March 1951 , after which it was in the charge
of the Allied High Commission for Germany.
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On 5 May 1955 the Allied High Commission was dissolved , andresponsibility for administering the ITS was entrusted tothe International Committee of the Red Cross ( ICRC) in Geneva.

Under the ICRC , the ITS is run for humanitarian purposes , itstask being to give to those directly concerned personal infor¬mation that might be of use to them.
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THE RECORDS OF THE ITS

The growth of the activities of the ITS has been due prin¬
cipally to its records.

From 1947 onwards , the ITS started to accumulate concentration
camp  files secured by the allied forces when the camps were
liberated and retained for use by the Nuremberg War Crimes
Tribunal.

Between 1946 and 1950 , it obtained wartime documents , in par¬
ticular those relating to forced labour . Subsequently , it ac¬
quired postwar documents , consisting of the registration re¬
cords of displaced persons.

The bulk of the ITS archives continues to increase as new
documents are gathered , thanks to the co - operation of such
organizations as the "G2owna Komisja Badaina Zbrodni Hitlerowskich
w Polsce , Warszawa " (Central Commission for the Study of Hitlerian
Crimes in Poland , Warsaw ) ; the "Zentrale Stelle der Landesjustiz¬
verwaltungen , Ludwigsburg " (Central Office responsible for tracing
War Criminals , Ludwigsburg ) ; the Federal Archives of Koblenz;
the "Dokumentationsarchiv des Oesterreichischen Widerstandes,
Wien ", (Archives of the Austrian Resistance , Vienna ) ; the
"Oesterreichische Lagergemeinschaft Mauthausen , Wien ", (the
Austrian Association of Mauthausen , Vienna ) ; the United Nations
High Commission for Refugees ; various National Red Cross Socie¬
ties , etc.

The ITS records are divided into five sections:

1 ) Section for Concentration Camp Documents

This section is the most important , due both to the character
and volume of the material it contains , consisting of all the
documents from the concentration camps which the ITS was able
to recover . Unfortunately , a considerable number of such re¬
cords were destroyed at the time of liberation , often by the
SS . Although , the records of some camps , such as Buchenwald



and Dachau , are almost complete , others are far from
complete , and for some camps there is nothing at all.
The ITS is nevertheless still adding to its archives
documents that are still coming in . In 1968 , for example
the ITS , which at that time had nothing whatever from
the Stutthof camp , received a list of 47,000 names of
deportees at Stutthof , through the intermediary of theState Museum of Auschwitz.

The section for Concentration Camp Documents has lists
of detainees in various camps and also personal records
of the detainees , consisting of the following elements:

- rhe detainee 's individual questionnaire , filled out at
the time of arrival at the camp, with familg status,
date and reason for detention;

- individual cards for the detainees;

- cards listing the detainees ' personal possessions , with
indications of the clothing , papers and valuables confis¬
cated;

- infirmarg records , with notes on the state of health of
the detainees on arrival , vaccinations , sicknesses and
medical care , and in some cases references to pseudo-
medical experiments carried out on detainees;

- work records , with notes on assignment of detainees to
inside or outside labour detachments;

- postal records of the letters sent and received bg the
detainees;

- small individual cards , from the card files.

The lists of detainees include:

- Arrival registers listing detainees bg their numbers;
- lists of arrivals with details about the detainees and

their places of origin , recording , for example , trans¬
fers from other concentration camps or Gestapo prisons;

- dailg records of total complement , showing transfers,
discharges , deaths and arrivals;

- movement lists , showing transfers of detainees to other
concentration camps or outside labour detachments or
from outside detachments to the main camp;
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- lists of medical examinations by tbe camp doctors,
showing whether the detainees were fit to work and
to be moved;

- lists of transfers from one bloch to another within
the camp, etc.

In addition to this documentation , the section has nominal
lists of the detainees liberated , drawn up by the alliedforces at the time of liberation , as well as the Concentra¬
tion Camp Inmates Questionnaires filled in for the MilitaryGovernment when the detainees were liberated.

Together , these documents provide information on the dura¬
tion and conditions of detention , the deaths and dischargesof the detainees . The exact reasons for preventive deten¬
tion , which are usually found only on the arrest warrants,are sometimes mentioned briefly in the individual files ofthe detainees . Information about the detention of relativesis also included in some of the files.

A substantial part of the documents kept by the section
consists of lists of deported Jews . These are transporta¬
tion lists of persons from German territory (mostly from
places now in the Federal Republic of Germany or Berlin ) ,
from the occupied countries in western Europe , the pro¬tectorate of Bohemia and Moravia and some from Slovakia.

The section also has various Gestapo files , some incompletedocumentation on prisons , and a small number of files from
the People ' s Tribunal (Volksgerichtshof ) .

2 ) Section for Wartime Documents

The documents kept in this section provide information on
foreigners who , for any reason , were in the Third Reichbetween 1939 and 1945.

They consist of excerpts from population registers , docu¬
ments drawn up by employers , labour offices , insurance
offices , medical insurance offices , doctors , the administra¬
tive services of the police and prisons , public records of¬
fices and other agencies which were required to turn their
records over to the occupation authorities after the war.

This documentation relates primarily to what is now the ter¬
ritory of the Federal Republic of Germany and provides in¬
formation on places and duration of residence , periods of
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employment and insurance , hospital or other medical
treatments and on deaths reported either by thepublic records offices or the cemetery authorities.

It includes , in particular , such documents as the
following:

Registrations ; Nominal lists drawn up bp;
- employment offices
- census offices
- political districts
- municipal councils

Employers ' reports ; Nominal lists drawn up by;
- offices and factories
- craftsmen
- agricultural entreprises

Insurance reports ; Nominal lists drawn up by;
- medical insurance offices
- accident insurance offices
- social security offices

Reports on illnesses;  Nominal lists drawn up by:
- hospitals
- public health offices
- physicians

Reports on vital - birth certificates
statistics ; - marriage certificates

- death certificates
- nominal lists of the dead

Reports of police
authorities:

Reports from courts
and prisons:

Nominal lists drawn up by;
- local police authorities
- regional police authorities

Nominal lists drawn up by;
- courts
- prisons
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3 ) Section for Postwar Documents

Most of the documents in this section relate to displaced
persons listed from 1945 to 1951 by such international as¬
sistance organizations as the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) and the International
Refugees Organization (IRO) .

These documents contain statements made by the displaced
persons themselves about their residence in Germany during
the war and about the residence and activities of their
families . When appropriate , these declarations describe
the persecutions from which they suffered during the war.

The section also has medical certificates concerning dis¬
placed persons and lists of the displaced persons who
emigrated with the assistance of international organizations.

4 ) Section for Documents concerning the Children of

Displaced Persons

This section maintains files on non - German children who
were separated from their families during the war or
shortly thereafter . The names and origins of their fa¬
milies are very often unknown.

Documents about children dealt with by the "Lebensborn"
organization are also kept in this section.

The "Lebensborn " (source of life ) organization was set
up in 1935 by the Nazis for the purpose of educating
children of "German race ". During the war , it was respon¬
sible for the "Germanization " of children taken by the
Nazis from occupied territories , especially Poland.



*Der BolobafUhrer - H
Tgb . ttr . iE/39/ahy/V.

Ralch *atatthalt *rH-Camppe^ iihrar Orel e e r

SohloSfreiheit 13

Lieber Parteigenneae O r e i n a r !

!ch darf die Anregnng , als ich tSralioh Blndlith gegaben
hebe , schriftlich vioierholen.

1 . ) Ich halt # ca üdr richtig , wann besonders gutraaaig*
Haina Kinder polnischer Patnilian aaaaemaengAholt und won cna i
besonderen , nicht cm groSen Kinderhoarten nod  Kinierheinon er—
sogen worden . Bes Bemalen der Kinder actiSte nlt gesnndhelt—
lieber Cefithrdnag bsgrOniet werden.

2 . ) Kinder , die nicht einaehlagen , eind den Ctern zn-
rBntstageben.

3 . ) Ich amts , benhaahst einmal nar nit twei oder drei
aolehan Kinriahtnngen ca beginnen , na* Erfahrungen an neunem.

nnaatellen , wäre nach einen halben Jahr Ahnentafel *^ d Abatem-
watng sinetaholen . Haah inngesent einen Jahr int daran an dealen
solche Kinder ela Kmichcagahlader in Hnderloee gntamaaige
yeailien an geben.

5 . ) Ala Leiter end Leiterinnen Mr nolohe Institutionen

Hitler !
gea . H. BianlerAm den

Chef der Sicherheltnpollaei tard doa BüH- amp ?enfUhrer Heydriob // ' (
Chef dee Perathallchao Stehen RPH . ^ 7
H- OmFpeatfBhrer H o 1 i f *
Chef dee Becee - nnd Siodlnngaahenptentes -HH- CampponfObrer B o f n e n n
dnrchachrlftUch mit der Bitte rn fenatnlenahee üborannit,

Die OhsrabsahnittefUhrsr !t- Crcf . Prütranirt,

schlag erhalten, H- 3 thm hnnnftihre!

Letter from Himmler ordering " racially pure " Polish children
to be taken from their families and put in homes for trainin
later to be adopted by childless German couples.
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Letter from Krumey to
Eichmann concerning
the arrival at Lodz
(Poland ) of 88 chil¬

dren from Lidice,
7 of whom were con¬
sidered suitable
for "Germanization " .

l . ttr . /Ba . TIH/fg ft* gH3/4f Libmmn mnnbmd*. dem fo . jaat ! 9*24 — UtSWMMHMtedt

fernnchrelb . a
\ndaa
"f-'i ehneleherhelteheapbemb- Referat ITB4m
: . Hd. })- OberetarmbennfShrer flehmamn

e r 1 i n
r rure tame träte

Betr . t Oberetellang rm aa teeheaMeehen tlndem erneder Cemelmde M .ditt neat U .tnmanneted t.Tort . ' fhehepreohe mit H- Oetntaf . tlebaamn.

Am 13 *6 .elmd hier Bd teeheehieeme finder aceder obengenaemtem aemeimde eimmetreffem . Amt#meldetasr dleeer Trameport ram Befehlehaber der Sioherheit ^-PoUtel and dee SB. ffag . BatfSear gaeelahnat eoni- OberatarabaanfUhrar _ t i - a h a r .
In einem PS earn 17 . b . T94f habe iah dem Befehleheberier ° ipo n . d . SB gahebem , bei If B 4  am bltren , ananit den teoheohleohem findarm am geeehehem hat . TonKuS aiad in der teieeheaaeit 7 Bader ale rtiaMeataehunpa-f -thlg befanden worden.

dhohdem loh weder rom 1TB 4 noch vom Befehlshabert- eroipo a . d . BDMher die fei terrerwendang der Kinder
MachriohthabeaaddiefindorehneOephehhierheribe - -eteiltwordonaiad , bitte iah dringend , tber lie.orrendanc der tinder aa rerfSten.

^O ^ ( Xru ^Bey)

5 ) Historical Section

This section maintains general records of the periodof hitlerian persecutions . Most of the documents re¬late to concentration camps , including decrees and or¬ders from various ministries and services under the
authority of SS Reichsführer Heinrich Himmler . Thereare also other general documents from various concentra¬tion camps.

! In addition , the section has orders which were issuedduring the war putting foreigners in Germany to work.
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THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ITS

The fundamental task of the ITS is to supply , for humani¬tarian purposes , personal information from its archiveswhich can be useful to the persons directly concerned.This includes answering individual requests for investiga¬tion , providing certificates of imprisonment and reportsconcerning such imprisonment , excerpts from documents con¬cerning detention in concentration or labour camps , residencecertificates and reports during and after the war , death cer¬tificates , clinical records and medical certificates.
In this connection , the ITS made a major contribution to theactivity carried on from 1961 to 1972 by the ICRC and theNational Red Cross Societies of Hungary , Poland and Czechoslo¬vakia on behalf of citizens of these countries who had beensubjected to pseudo - medical experiments in hitlerian camps . 1)These experiments were carried out during the Second World Warby doctors who used prisoners in the concentration camps forcriminal experiments , characterized subsequently as pseudo¬medical.

The ITS examined the documents in its possession to determine,in particular : the places where the experiments were carriedout , the nature of the experiments , the agency which initiatedthem , the persons who carried them out , the dates on which theytook place , the number of persons who suffered from them , theidentity of the victims and the sequela of the experiments.
The principal types of experiment on which the ITS has documen¬tary evidence are the following:

- Experiments on phlegmons and treatment by suiphamides.
Experiments were made regarding the value of a new medicamentdesigned to counteract any infection caused by wounds . in theexperiments , wounds were artificially caused and infected withbacteria sucb as the streptococcus , tbe gas gangrene germ andthe tetanus baciiius . Tbe experimenters also injected pyrogens.

1 ) See article on this subject in the January 1973 issue ofInternational Review of the Red Cross.
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Experiments with incendiary itom̂bs fphosphorus ) .
The purpose was to find the best means of treating burnscaused by incendiary bombs . The burns were artificiallyinflicted on detainees selected for tbe experiment.

Experiments on tbe effects of sea water.
The experiments were designed to ascertain bow pilotsor shipwrecked persons could survive by drinking seawater . Tbe detainees selected for tbe experiment weregiven only sea water to drink , and in certain cases somesubstances intended to make tbe water drinkable were added.

Experiments witb poison.
In these experiments , tbe victims were given food in whichpoison bad been mixed . Experiments were also made witbpoisoned bullets.

Experiments witb epidemic hepatitis.
The experiments consisted in inoculating healthy detaineeswitb tbe disease.

Experiments on tbe human body 's resistance to various
atmospheric pressures.
The experiments were carried out in a closed chamber fromwhich air could be expelled , so as to study the reactionsand lesions to which pilots ejected from their aircraft ata great altitude were subject.

Experiments on the body 's resistance to cold.
The purpose was to devise the best means of reviving personsexposed to very low temperatures . Detainees were placed inpools filled with icy water or exposed to cold air.

Experiments with mustard gas.
The experiments were designed to seek the best means of treat¬ing wounds caused by this combat gas , which was used for in¬flicting wounds deliberately on detainees selected for theexperiment.

Experiments with malaria.

These were made by inoculating malaria . In many cases , thesame victim was inoculated with malaria several times.



Experiments on the regeneration of bone , muscie , nerve

tissue and bone transplantation.

in these experiments , healthy women detainees bad some

bone , muscle and nerve tissue removed . A number of

these women are permanently maimed or infirm.

Sterilization experiments.

The purpose was to devise a simple and inexpensive mass

sterilization method . The experiments were carried out

on men and women by means of X- rays , medicaments , and

injections in the genitals.

Experiments on exanthemic typhus.

These experiments entailed the inoculation of healthy
detainees with the disease.

Cancer experiments.

These were designed to allow examination of the early

stages of cancer.

Electro - shocJc experiments.

Tn these experiments , healthy detainees were subjected
to a series of electro - shocbs.

Mescaline experiments.

The purpose of the experiments was to ascertain whether

mescaline and other drugs could be used in interrogation.
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Tar Raichzfaahrcr ^ SS
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7eld- Koreandoztalle,15 .Mni 44

Ich ordne hiermit an , dma eerztliche Versuche , valeha

in Zanz âtretlonalr . ern darchrffaehrt wrden , dt aofor-

Iflrkansr saaB/Jvolt * . -̂iaer y rsoenlichea Cea.ehdeun r̂

*rnn-

Alia Dianatztallcu Innerhalb dar ?3 und Polizei , its lehr

die Durchfuehrua r̂ eines cerztliehen Versuches in einem Eon-

zantrntionslr ^.ir At r net ^endic hrlteu , heben ainea . ent¬

sprechend be ^ruantatm ^utre ^ , rua den die ? rr . .eatellucr,

dar Unf *n-. d^r enzuatellendan Vareucha , die j-aza -hl der be—

noetirt <.n ^aeftlia ^s aovia di *; voreusaichtlicha 1 euer das

Veraueh ^a ersichtlich a-- in nueason , rn den ieiehaerzt - 3S

androl1z4 .<i z -.* Id ten.

Der heichaerzt - 3^ und Polizei led dr de ^ntr *ere eit einer

kritischen ffchlieres . 3tellunf -nahoe des Obersten Hinikera

aovie rit .- in . r Stallun -*ar'hee von SG- ^ zw ^enihehrer ? a b a

nnd nü- ^rupnenfuahr &r 6 1 u e c k a vor.

<es . n . i i a n 1 e r

T.d.R.d,^.

Order by Himmler that all pseudo - medical experiments must
be approved by him.
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Another major activity of the ITS consists in the analysis and
publication of documents in its possession.

As we have seen , the ITS historical section has numerous docu¬
ments of a general nature , most of them relating to the concen¬
tration camps . All these papers are analyzed , classified and
utilized . From 1949 to 1951 , the ITS published its "Catalogue
of camps and prisons in Germany and German - occupied territories,1939 - 1945 " .

Since that time , the ITS has obtained voluminous additional
documentation on concentration camps and other places of de¬
tention and on various general subjects . As a result of this
continuing influx of new material , the "Catalogue of camps and
prisons " became outdated and it was necessary to replace it with
a new edition . After some years of work , a provisional list
of concentration camps and their outside labour units and other
places of detention under the authority of the Reichsführer - SS
in Germany and German - occupied territories , 1933 - 1945 , was
published ("Vorläufiges Verzeichnis der Konzentrationslager undderen Aussekommandos sowie anderer Haftstätten unter dem Reichs¬
führer - SS in Deutschland und deutsch besetzten Gebieten
(1933 - 1945 ) " . This work was finished in 1969.

The latter list too is now out of date . Due to the mass of new
documentation and careful research , it has not only been possible
to discover new places of detention (6 concentration camps in the
early period and 94 labour units ) but also to gather other infor¬
mation of the utmost importance , for example the opening and
closing dates of many places of detention (10 concentration
camps in the early period and 527 labour units ) . Under these
conditions , a complete revision of the provisional list became
essential and is now being carried out.

In addition , the historical section has been doing preparatory
work for some years on an analytic catalogue of concentration
camps . In this catalogue , the subject of concentration camps
will be dealt with in a manner never achieved by any publication.
Some of the details will be presented in the form of analyses.
The first part will set forth the planning , organization and
administration of the camps . Other chapters will provide details
on their specialized functions , giving particular attention to
their regulations and to orders concerning the detention andtreatment of detainees.
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The catalogue will also have documented indications about
a number of special aspects of the camps , such as their
classifications on the basis of the severity of detention
conditions , the categories of detainees , permission to
write letters , work assignments and in addition the manner
in which deaths were recorded , taking into account the ca¬
tegories and nationalities of the detainees.

These analysis will be based on all known decrees and regu¬
lations , and on various instructions found in the detainees'
registration documents . This catalogue will include a geo¬
graphic classification of all known places of detention , with
a summary of historical and statistical data . To avoid con¬
fusion , it will also list prisons run by the Ministry of Justice,
including some Gestapo headquarters , since experience has shown
that prisons were often annexed to such headquarters . Some of
the innumerable and invaluable documents will be used in draft¬
ing the general section of the analytic catalogue.

Another important part of the activity of the ITS consists in
keeping its central card file up to date.

All the names in ITS documents are in this file . In addition
to data concerning the individual and sources of information
concerning him , each card has a reference to and a summary of
documents in which he is mentioned . All requests for informa¬
tion received by the ITS entail consultation of the central
file before being distributed to the various sections for study.

The central file is an alphabetic means of reference to all
the relevant documents . The classification of cards is both
alphabetic and phonetic , providing an empirically developed
system , constantly improved with accumulating experience , de¬
vised to cope with the varied spelling and derivative forms
of family names , especially Slavic and Jewish names of persons
in eastern Europe — constituting about 60 % of all the names
listed . By resorting to this system , taking into account the
variety of tranliterations of Slavic names in Latin languages,
it has been possible to obviate difficulties resulting from
transformations , changes , spelling errors , etc . , in the writing
of such names.

The central file now has 39,700,000 cards , concerning nearly
14,000,000 persons.



In addition to the central file , other files have been
set up in various sections , in the interest of more ef¬
fective use of the material.

The central file is continually augmented as new material
arrives at the ITS . In 1975 , for example , the ITS received
from the Central Commission of Inquiry into Hitlerian War
Crimes in Poland reports from the dental service in the con¬
centration camp at Auschwitz on the extraction of gold and
other precious metal prostneses from the mouths of deceased
detainees . These reports contained 170 names and 638 de¬
tainee numbers which were entered in the central card file.
In the absence of other documents , these can be used as
evidence in drawing up death certificates and certificates
of incarceration.

Thanks to the constant influx of new documents , which continue
to arrive as a result of the fruitful co - operation of such
organizations as the Central Commission of Inquiry into Hitlerian
War Crimes in Poland , the ITS can continue to carry out its hu¬
manitarian task more and more effectively.





KOMMANhANlUK
I

Durch das Feldkriegsgericht wurden:
die Witwe Eugenia Wlodarz und

Studentin Elisabeth Zahorska zum
Tode verurteilt , wegen Attentat gegen
deutsche Wehrmachtsangehörige,bszw . Sabotage (Abreissen von Pla¬katen ).

Warschau. den 3. 11. 193». ’’ DIE KOMMANDANTUR

KOMENDANTURA
1 c

Wyrokiem palowego sądu wojenne¬go skazano na śmierć:
wdowę Eugenię Włodarz oraz siu-

za zamach
na żołnierza niemieckiego , względnie
sabotaż , tzn . zrywanie plakatów.

Warszawa , dnia 3.11. 1939. KOMENDANTURA

Civilians in occupied territory :
death sentences on two women for
attacks on soldiers and removal
of notices.
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for killing of 18 people by Polish resistance.
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Konzentrationslager D-a c h a u__
Häftlmgskrankenbau

Abgang durch

dtn *- ?

Tod!
Gef. ArtName ; C

geboren: 13 . 4 . 1925
hmilewskl Rudolf
zu C 2 e s t o c h o vj a

Fam.-Stand ; ’? Kinder:

Blockt Nr.U 3 . 9öS

Beruf: Elektriker

Rejig. ; *“ p ole
Wohnort ; ? ? ?

Ein weisende Dienststelle ; ~~

Revieraufnahme ; 2 *>. Februar , 1945 Gestorben ; 27 . Febu &r 1945 .̂Ute 6 Uhr -5o
Leichenschau ; 27 . Februar 1945 Zeit ; urr . _ Uha
Diagnose ; Disde tisclies Corra

Todesursache Versagen von Herz - und *Kreislauf bei diabifcischem Coroa.

KL./37/4 .43 Soo.ooo

Der Lagerarzt
✓

/

■’t r.
ff -Häuptsturmfuhn&t

Death certificate from camp infirmary.
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i K

über  die Registrierung der adbeiisfäbigen
weilsliclien Bevolkerttng

Aul Grund der Verordnung des Herrn Generalgouyemeurs vom 26. Oktober 1939
über die Einführung der Arbeitspflicht für die polnische Bevölkerung des Generalgou¬
vernements —' Verordnungsblatt G.G.P.S. 6 — wird hiermit die beschäftigungslose und
arbeitsfähige weibliche Bevölkerung im Alter von 15 - 40 Jahren - Juden ausgenom¬
men — aufgefordert , sich bei den für sie zuständigen Arbeitsamtsnebenstellen zu mel¬
den . Ausweispapiere , aus denen Familienstand, Berufszugehörigkeit und letzte Arbeits¬stelle ersichtlich sind, müssen mitgebracht werden.

Warschau , dn 21. F«kna 1340

Der Chef de * Distrikts Warschau
IV.

CM . BARTH

08 W

o rejfsira ^ i zdolnej do piacy ludności żeńskiej
Na podstawi * rosporządzenki Gwwdssgo Gubernatora * dnia 2S paździer¬

nika 1939 o wprowadzeeiu obowiązku pracy dla polski *} ludności . Geneminego Gu¬
bernatorstwa —Dz. roxp . CU»a. Gub . słx.6 —wzywa si * bezrobotną i zdolną do pracy lud¬ność żeńską w wieku od 15 - 40 lat wy łączając żydów - do zgłoszenia si * we wła¬
ściwych oddziałach Urzędu Pracy . Należy przedłożyć papiery , z których wynikasten rodzinny , przynależność zawodowa i ostatni » miejsce pracy.

Warucrwa . dala 21  iut»0o 1340

Szef Okręgu Warszawskiego
w . z.

( ) BARTH

JfsboesUQ * oddział IMwUU oddalał FDr dJ* PollisłVwttsU >ado »o
did komlzarkftdw pol ^ foydl

fcgadztu <i > iz pobcylayck

1. Łjal . - . ltn 7 i ix niwin4 .«v« w XIV. XVXXLX 11 CbodzulM 24 XVIX PiUud»kl««ao 1 m. vu 14. Krypcia a XVU. Rembertów . Waw ««1 FJiuUeg « IS IV. V IŁ Blololorka SI (Kinal XVHL XXV. Bródna . Marki
1 Xapucyś »ka 3 u 1«. Uanaa UJ 141 XUL 3CQL Włochy4. W . Uia 4 VL Blizn* 17. Góraka 20 XX. XXL Wilanówy. plac 2oloiMf Bromy 2 VU! 18» Filtrowa ( 2 XXUI
• A ',. | . | . raaoUn .»VW 4 IX I9L SlowacVlsgo Sb XXVL Młociny9 . © u*mlon »ko $ XXIV W PnMhótr . Kraezew-

KL B XL Oh *cU •kiego 1? (Kitt«) Mtozto | amino Pruszków
41. Wi . l. lia IS X1U

Forced labour.

Order for registration of women ( except Jews)
between 15 and 40 years of age.
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Bas deutsche Reich kämpft £ii? die Freiheit Europas einen schweren Kampf
gegen den kulturzerstörenden und alles vernichtenden Bolschewismus . Vom Aus¬
gang dieses Kampfes wird es abhanden, ob Europa in Zukunft ein Land der
Kultur und des Wohlstandes sein wird oder ob es unter die Knute des Bobch'
wismus kommen wird. Bas deutsche Reich opfert für diesen Kampf das Blut seiner
besten Söhne und yerlangt -von seinem Yolk übermenschliche Anstrengungen in der
Heimat Von Euch werden diese Opfer an Blut und Gut nicht verlangt ; von Euch
verlangt man lediglich wie von allen anderen Völkern Europas , dass Ihr Such in
die Kampffront gegen den Bolschewismus elnreiht und zu Eurem Teil durch Einsatz
Eurer Arbeitskraft an der Erreichung des- Sieles mitwirkt

Aus dieser Forderung erwächst -für Euch die Verpflichtung , die überantwor¬
tete Arbeit ordentlich zu erfüllen und Arbeitsdisziplin zu wahren.

Es mehren sich mm in der letzten . Zeit die Falle , in denen Arbeiter sich ohne
triftige Gründe von ihrem Betrieb entfernen , um zumeist dunklen Schleichhandels-
geschärten nachzugehen.

Bas muss ab sofort aufhören!

B<e3j fssilse deshalb aasheordaiel , dass aai Sssfesaiafl Aarbet-
tea *- die tasaeaalsehaildlgt Shsfem MSeis-IeSa fea âableibeas , ia das
Ärlaeltslagea * Ts *eMinka nicht ffiu * eingevy &esen * soaiüeraa
dort szu Strafiiraspps zaasaanmesigeSasst saaad Im  entsprechen¬
der Welse zaar Arbeit aiagehalle » werdest.

2eli habe «laräber hinaus weiter angeordaaet , «lass sm
Wiederholungsfall der Arbeitsverweigerer als Saboteur
umserer Aufbauarbeit dem Standgericht zu überantwor¬
ten Ist.

Ich weiss sehr wohl , dass , vielfach das Fernbleiben von dem Betrieb mit dem
Hinweis entschuldigt wird , dass der Arbeiter zu dem Fernbleiben gezwungen sei,
um die zur Erhaltung seine ? Familie notwendigen Lebensnüttel sich za beschaffen.

Demgegenüber muss ich darauf hinweisen , dass die Ernährung der Rüslurgs-
arbeiter und ihrer rammen slcfiergestekt ist. Ausserdem werden die Betrküe in
verstärktem blasse dazu übergehen , Lebensmittel zur Verteilung zu bringen.

Vergesst nicht , dass auch das Schicksal dieses Raumes ahhängi von dem Aus¬
gang des Kampfes gegen den Bolschewismus und lass es nur von Eurem jetzig i
Verhalten abhängt , wie Eure zukünftige Stellung in einem freien Europa sein wiv

Alle Hoffnungen , dass die Gegner Deutschlands den Krieg gewinnen werden,
&& vsrgihens;

Deutschland hat-fei Kneg fegmts£ü? skh eatsdücdea!
(>» uvoru (-ui * iU<k ril . ts »Tm ~«fliai,

)Yiir .M-!i :tn . IS . S «-pl «*mIn ‘r IOS2.

Warning that Poles who do not work will be

sent to Treblinka camp.
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Bdr- Todgoirtie für cnbehxfes VeHacta der jsdhä«i Wohabearie.

fr fr* testa Irit fat dar* te «, ätfrt Sm ap riwa  WtWttnk * «ttfrw  teb % fr täte .-RXMI «NBi KO lftlliKl  VM gmXUfX f« Tti'Jllj CM VW IP» v « M MtMTOI Mt JMTPfrBV^
Cdtkr afrwwtailut, W fr » Bot CatKägartaar t tr stiati , dass fr Zataaü (fr M », fr « fr « frii swfmteaa Wfrfrtäds «atefeft srriVfrt, mit äm Toi* frjtrsi t wird.

Die gJ**ä* Sa^f; Gißt <G<jcj »;ut , «De «Besen Iwia wbwsrtSdi CstmrliWjfi pii ’iwi «fr* frsaiMT,Weis« (x. B. d« tk Corairaj tm  Natiöagtr », YerpIlejMg, Mitnkn ni Fafracsga sfr * Aat aw .) da-lefra bfrfißkb sfrd.

Die Afrntiüusij; erfolg drrrri» das 5outo >uifr  Wancka*.

Id» wtss* £ « gernte  BmUcraag in  Distrikts Wandta aai dim neu* gtsetsScto fligrTni'Jt ansftrnrsrBd» fcfr, da aonfr mit naerbsttlidset Straft  toegegangat wird.

Wando «, xza 10. Hpremkcr 1941.

©j *. FISCHER
C . M i nm wi

Dohccr ban smstni ia nteupiaWttn» opmiaenie zydowäkh dadnk-radanfotySi

ijdsi, sysicSI !s»
ofru t faiin yfr wyjwöodi tyfr * {fernst}. Aky c » »W t gmya a w ta afrafran » fr« fr *.mtiü, wyrT ^tra Cewmfry «frttaam , i* äjd, SüWyw ptŝ afrid epiä ninyrmimj -g mm MilrVijmf  nMss5ori *w$» b££öt fcannj outrdfk

T«i wet fam pÄpta , kt« Cücm iyim vUdarw.iii«» Khiwfeab fek» w3*7 omk 7m*C» (*► S** * ahnaio i i imJeg *, tlnjaii , prscs afcatst a p***sdy tmrikitf « afraa st}.).
Osffrtsm B23*?yJ prtt» S*l Spt& my rr Wamawfr

******* cahj fasdand Okrjpi Warsamkkj* wyraim awaggn t» o*w* rtitmcinuwlmiiLi . jiäw» odtgl >fW> dwmn infrini raii 'iiic.

Wanaw i ) dal« 10 fniigifa imi.

f- > © 3* FISCHER

Notice of death penalty for Jews leaving the
ghetto and for anyone helping them.
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NoticewarningPolishpeasantsthattyphusisbeingspread by"WanderingJews"andforbiddingPolestogivethemshelter orfood,thepenaltyfordoingsobeinglongtermsinforced-labourcamps.
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